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PREFACE* 

TO 

An £SSAY on MILTON*s Usi and 

Imitation of the Moderns in his 

PARADISE LOST. * 

[ Firft pubUihed in the Year MDCCL. ] 



TT is now more than half a century fince the Para- 
BiSE Lost having broke through the clouds with 
which the unpopularity of the author, for a time^ 
obfcured . it, has attraded the general admiration of 
mankind ; who have endeavoured to compenfatc the 
errour of their firft negleft, by lavilh praifes and bound- 
lefs veneration. There feems to have arifen a conteft, 
among men of genius and literature, who (hould moft 

** * It is to be hopedy nay, it is pxpeHtd^ that the ele^nt and 
** nervous writer, whofe judicious fentwents, and inimitable fGIf 
*• points out the author of Lauder\ Preface and Poftfcript, will nd 
** longer allow one to plwne hmftlf luith his feathers^ who appears 
'^ fo little Xg> have deferred his affiftance; an alHflancd which I am 
^' perfiiaded would never have been communicated, had there been 
^ the leailiufpicion of thofe fa^s which I have been the inftru* 
•* ment of qonveyingto thp, world in thefc fhects."— JU//ft»« w«///- 
catedfrom the charge ofplagiari/m brought againfi him fy Mr. Lauder^ 
^md lender lumfilf c9miBed rf Jevercdfvrgeries and gfrfs impofitMS q^i 
tiepftiiici, Bj J^hn Douglas, M*. J* JSUHar tf Eaton Coi^antlne^ 
Salop, 2vo\ i75i,p. 77- . . .: 

Vol. VIII. B advance 
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^ AN ESSAY ON 

advance its honour, or beft diftinguifli its beauties. 
Some have tevifcd edition3, others have publilhed 
commentaries, ajad all have endeavoured to make 
their particular ftudies, in fome degree, fubfcrvient to 
this general emulation. 

Among the inquiries to which this ardpijr pf criticifm 
has naturally given occafioft, noiie is more bbfcure in 
itfelf, or more worthy of rational curt'ofity,- thjm a 
retrofpeftion of the progrefs of ibis mighty genius, 
in the conftruftion of his work ; a view of the fabrick 
gradually ri€ng, perhaps from (maH: beginnings, till its 
foundation refts in the centre, and its turrets fparkle in 
the Ikies ; to trace back the ftrufture, through all its 
varieties, to the fimplicity of its firft plan -, to find what 
was firft projfe^ed, whence the (cheme was taken, bow 
it was improved, by what affiftance it was^executed, and 
ftom what ftores the rftat^erials vrere collefted, whether 
its founder dug them from the qtiarries oi^ nature, or 
demoliflied other buildings to cmbelfifli his own. 

This inquiiy has been, indeed, not wholly neglefted^ 
nor, perhaps, profecuted with the care and diligence 
that itdeforves. Several criticks have offered their con- 
je£lures ; but none have much endeavoured to enforce 
or afcertain them. *Mr. Voltaire tells us, without 
proof, that the firft hint of Paradise Lost was takea 
fxpm a farce called Ad AMO9 written by a pUy/er ; f* Dni 
F^AiiC£., tb^t it was derived from an Italian tragedy^ 

♦ 
* £fray upon the CivU Wars ofFraftce, and alfo npm the Epick 
Foetryjof tbe Enn^eaa Nadons, from Homer down to Milton^ 
SvQ. 1^*7, p. 105. S« 

t iHne£9ce to a Review of the Texjt of the Twelve Books of 
MUtoa^s f asadife L^ft, in which, the chiof of Dr. Be»t]ey'» Eflva* 
datioosare conlidered, 8vo. 1733* £• 

S called 
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MILTON'S PAftADlSfi LOST. J 

dalled Ii PahadisoPbrso j jfcrtd *Mlt. Peck, that it 
trai borrowed frop^ a wild rotnahct. Any of thcfe 
coilj^fture^ naay pofiibly bit true, but, as they Hand 
without fufficient proof, it muft be granted, likewife, 
that they may ill pbftibly be failfe ; at Wfl they cannot 
preclude any other of>imon, which without argument 
has the fame claim to credit, and may perhaps be 
flieWff, by i^flftteft evidence, to be better founded. 

It \% Fdlated, by ftfeady ind uncontroverted tradition, 
that the iPAkADisfi Lost was at firft dTRftcEDYi and 
theiefbte; amongft trigedies, the lirft hint is properly 
to be foiigbt. In d oiahufcHpt, publifhed from Mi i-^ 
TDN'k own hfefld, ditiong a grfeat niiftiber of fubje?l« 
for tragedy, ik AdAIIJ uMpAkADissb,; or Adais^ ih 
ExiLB ; and this, thdreForfe, may be jufHy' fuppoftd 
the embryo of this gi^fttpb^m. As it k obfervable, 
lihat ati thefe fubjefts febd beed tmtkd by others, the 
manuicript ^ti be iiippo^ nothing more, than iir 
memorial or catalogue of plays, which, for fome rea- 
fon, the writer thought worthy of his attention. When, 
therefore, I had obferved, that Adam in Exile was 
named ftnabngft them, I doubted not but, in fmding the 
original of thai tragedy, I (hould difck)fe the genuine 
fource of Par ArJisc L^ftT. Nor was my expeftation 
difappbitttftd ; for, having procured the Adam its exul 
of GftoTitis, I foimd, or iftiagined mj^fdf to find, the 
firft draught, the pHima stamiha of (his wonderful 
poem. 

Haviftgtbus traced the original df this work, I 
was aatttraUy induced to continue my fearch io the 
collateral relations, which it might be fuppofed 

• Nei^ Memoirs of Mr. Jobp Milton. By Francij Peck, 4to. 
1740. p. 5ai B. 

B2 to 
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4 AN ESSAY, ice. 

to have contrafted, in its progrefs to MatuRi TV : and 
taving, at leaft, perfuaded my own judgment that the 
fearch has not been intirely ineffedual, I now lay tht 
refult of my labours before the publick ; wijh full con- 
vidion, that in queftiofts of this kind, the world can- 
not be MISTAKEN, at leaft cannot long continue in 
crrour. 

I cannot avoid acknowledging the candour of the 
author of that excellent monthly book, the Gentle- 
' man's Magazine, in giving admiflion to the fpeci* 
mens in favour of this argument ; and his imparti- 
ality in as freely inferting the feveral anfwers, I 
fliall here fubjoih fome extracts from the xviith vo- 
lume of this work, which I think fuitable to my pur- 
pofe. To which I have added, in order to obviate 
every pretence for cavil, a list of the authors quoted 
in the following Essay, with their refpeftive dates, 
in comparifon with the date of Paradise Lost. 

P O S T S C R I P T. 

'Y^'HEN this Effay was almoft finiflied, the fplen- 
did Edition of Paradise Lost, fo long pro- 
mifed by the reverend Dr. Newton^ fell into my hands ; 
of which I had, however, fo little ufe, that as it would 
be injuftice to cenfure, it would be flattery to com- 
ihend it : and I (hould have totally forborn the men-' 
tion of a book that I have not read, had not one 
paffage, at the conclufion of the life of Milton, 
excited in me too much pity and indignation to be 
fuppreffed in filence. 

" Deborah, Milton's youngeft daughter," fays 
the Editor, " was married to Mr. Abraham- Clarke, 

" a weaver. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 5 

** a weaver, in SjJitalfields, and died in Auguft 1727, 
" in the 76th year of her age. She had ten chil- 
^ dren. Elizabeth, the youngeft, was married to Mr. 
** Thomas Fofter, a weaver, in Spitalfields, and had 
•* feven children, who are all dead ; and (he herfelf 
** is aged about Jixty, and weak and infirm. She 
•* feemeth to be a good plain fenjible woman, and has 
** confirmed feveral particulars related above, and 
*• informed me of fome others, which (lie had often 
** heard from her mother." Thefe the doftor cnu* 
merates, and then adds, " In all probability Mil- 
*^ ton's whole family will be extinft with her, and he 
<• can live only in his writings. And fuch is the c^rice 
*^ of fortune, this grand-daughter of a man, who will 
*.* be ai^ everlafting glory to the nation, has now for 
*^ fome years^ \yitH her hulband, kept a little chand- 
*^ ler-s QT grocer -s (hop, for their fubfiftence, lately 
** at the lower Holloway, in the road between High- 
*^ gate and -London, and at prefcnt in Cock-lane, 
^* not far frqm Shoreditch churph/* 

That thjs rglatioii js true caqnot be queftioned : 
but, furely, \h^ honour of letters, the dignity of fa- 
cred poetry, the fpirit of the Englilh rjation, and the 
glory of human nature, require — that it fliould be 
true no longer.— In an age, in which ftatues are 
crefted to the honour of this great writer, in which 
his effigy has been difFufed on medals, and his work 
propagated by tranflations, and illuftrated by com- 
mentaries ; in an age, which amidft all its vices, and 
all its follies, has not becoii^e infarnous for want of 
charity : it may be, furely, allowed to hope, that the 
living remains of Milton will be no longer fuffered 
to lan^uilh in diftrefs. It is ^et in the power of a 

?. 3 ' great 
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6 F Q S[T S C i^ I FT, 

great people, to r^w^rd ^he poet whoft namf t^ef 
b.oaft, a^d f^ai their alliaoce to wbolb ^enius^ ^ey 
cla^im fpjn? kind of fuperiprity to every otl^er najbipa 
qf the earth j that poet^ whofe ^wks m^y poflibly b^ 
rpad whien every qth^f mopumse^it of |friti|h gr^s^tr^eft 
ib^l be obliterated ;> to revyard him^— opt ^^ith pi&iires, 
pr with medals^ which, if he lees» b^ fe^s with cpn«- 
tfmpt, but — with tol^ens of gr^titVMi^ whict^ h^iPfr* 
^ap5| may eyeQ* ^ovf cpnfi(4er aa not vni^ortb^ the- 
regard of an immortal fpirit. And furely, tq tHpfH 
who refijfe their n2^mcs tono other fchenie of ej^c^jCf, 
i^ will not be unwelcome, that ^ svBspinf x^tf is 
propofed, for relieving, m th? langppr o£ ^p^ |he 
pains of diCeafe, and the cqntempt <£ poyert}/^ tht 
grand-daughter of the aj^thor of P^rab^sj JLgtfjT, 
Nor ca|v it be queftioned, th^t if ^ who \m% beea 
marked out as the Zo^lus of B^aTON, thiols tj^iit 
regard due to his poflerity, the de(ign will be warmly 
' feconded by thofe, whofe. lives h^ve becaa cn^ployed,* 
in difcovering his excellencies,. audexteiviiog hi? fppu* 
tatiori, • 

Subfcriptions 

For the Re%f of 

* Mrs. EhiZAi^Mxi^ Foster, 

Grrand-daughtcr to Joh^ MJl;T<3^lF, 

are taken iu by 

Mr. l>odll(ry, in ^all-Mail j 

:^eflrs. ^oac aud Collings, under, t^ Rpyalj Exchange j 
I^r. Caye^ at St. John*s Qate, Ckrken\yqU ; and 
Meflffs.. yay^ne an4, Bouquet, in PaterTnx)fter.B^ov^, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A 

L E T T E R 

TO THE 

Reverend Mr. D O U Q L A S, 

OCG A 8I0VED 

By his Vindication of MILTON, 

To which are fpbjoiaed» 

$cveial eurieus origtoal LiTTSfts fr«in tho Authors of the Uni^ 
TfiKSAtHisTORT, Mr. AiNswoftTH^ Mr. Maglavrin. &c. 



By WILLIAM t AUDER, A^ Hi. 



Qkrf m penim feccdjjt pane fft hmocenf. Sm vcf a* 

Corptra m€ignapinwf0iis eft profit qfi Lfwi. 
Fupuijumnfinem^ qwmjactt \$ftiSi haiei* Oyift. 

\ Pr^uU ClemaUUm 
Juris Rigori.' m ■ OiiaTtx Ad«&u» Eitui. 



Firft printed in^th^ Yeu^ uni^chU 
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OF this pamphlet Mr. Lauder gives the following account: 
** An ingenious gentleman (for whofe amazing abilities I had con- 
** ceived the higheft veneration, and in whofe candour and friend- 
*' Ihip I repofed the moft in^lkit and unlimited confidence) ad- 
** vifed me to make an unreferved difclofure of all the lines I had 
** interpolated againft Milton, wi^h this view, chiefly, that no 
** future criticks might ever have jan opportunity of valuing them- 
** felves upon fmall difcoverics of a few lines, which would ferve to 
*• revive my error, and keep the controverfy eternally alive. 

** With this expedient I then chearfuUy complied, when that 
*♦ gentleman* wrote for, me the letter that was puhllifhed in my 
** name to Mr. Douglas, in which he committed one error that 
*' proved fatal to me, and at the fame time injurious to the publick. 
** For, in place of ackowledging that fuch and fuch particular 
*' paflages only were interpolated, he gave up the whole EfTay 
** aoainft Milion as delufion and mifrcprefentation, and thereby 
*' impofed more grievoufly on the publick than I had done, and 
** that too in terms much more fubmiffive and abjeft than the na- 
** ture of the offence required. 

** Though this letter, in many refpefts, contained not my fen- 
'* timents, as plainly appears from the contradiAory Foftfcript 
" fubjoined to it: yet fuch was my infatuation at that time, and 
** implicit confidence in n^y friend, that I fuffered it to be printed 
** in my name, though I was previoufly informed by one of the 
*' greatefl men of the age of its hurtful tendency, which I have 
*' fince fully experienced to my coft. 

" That the gentleman meant to ferve me, and was really of 
*' opinion that the method he propefed might probably prove ef- 
•• fe6tual for refcuing me from the odium of the publick, and in 
*' fome meafure rcftoring my charader to the honour it -had loft, 
«* I was then difpofed to believe. His repeated a£ls of friiendfhip 
^' to me on former occafions in coDJun6lion with a reputation uni.* 
*' verfaily eftabliflicd for candour and integrity, left me little 
*' room to doubt it : though it is certainly a moft prepofterous 
** method for a criminal, in order to obtain pardon for one a6t of 
*' felony, to confcfs himfelf guilty of a thoufand. However, I 
•' cannot but condemn myfelf for placing fo implicit a confidence 
** in the judgment of any man, how great or good foever, as to 
*' fufft-r his miftakes to be given to the publick as my opinion.'* 
King Charles vindicafeJ from t^e- charge <f plagiarifmp hrought againft 
him by Milton^ and Milton kimfdf cufwi^ed rf forgery and a grt^s im^ 
f^ionon thepublicj^vo. I7S4» ?• 3* E. ;. 
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TO THE 



Reverend Mr, D O U jG L A S. 



SIR, 
/^ A N D O U R and tendcrnefs are in any relation, 
^^ and on all occafions, eminently amiable j but when 
they are found in an adverfary, and found fo preva- 
knt as to over -power that zeal which his caufe ex- 
cites, and that heat which naturally increafes in the 
profecution of argument, and which may be in a great 
meafure juftified by the love of truth, they certainly 
appear with particular advantages; and it is impof* 
fible not to envy thofe who pofTefs the friendftiip of 
him, whom it is even fome degree of good fortune 
to have known as an enemy. 

I will not fo far diflemble my weaknefs, or my fault, 
as not to confefs that my wifti was to have paffed un- 
detefted ; but fince it has been my fortune to fail in 
my orignal defign, to have the fuppofititious paffages 
which I have inferted in my quotations made known 
to the world, and fhe fliade which began to gather 
on the fplendour of Mi/ion totally difperfed, I can- 
not but count it an alleviation of my pain, that I have 
b^en defeated by a man who knows how to ufe advan-^ 
'''" "^ "^ ' tagc 
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lo A LETTER TO THE 

tagcs with fo much moderation, and can enjoy the ho- 
nour of conc^ueft without the iiifolcnce of triumph* 

It was one of the maxims of the Spartans^ not to 
prefs upon a flying army, and therefore their enemies 
were always ready to quit the field, becaufe they knew 
the danger was only in oppofing. The civility with 
which you have thought proper to treat me, when you 
had iacoQte&able fiiperiority, has inclicied me to make 
your viftory complete, without any further ftruggle, 
and not only publickly to acknowledge the truth of 
the charge which you have hitherto advanced, but to 
confefs, without the leaft diflimulation, fubterfuge, or 
concealment, every other interpolation I have made in 
thbfe author*, which y<Hi have not yet had opporttmity 
. to examine. 

On the finccrity and puttduaKty of tfcis confcfBon, 
I am willing to depend for all the future regard of 
mankind, and cannot but indulge fome hopes, that 
they whom my oHfence has alienated from me, may 
by this inftance of ingenuity and repentance, be pro- 
pitiated and reconciled. Whatever be the ^vept, I 
IhaU at leaft have done all that can be done in repa- 
ration of my former injuries to MiltoHy to truth, and 
to mankind, and entreat that thofe who (hall continue 
implacable, will examine their own hearts, whether they 
have not committed equal crimes without equal proofs 
of forrow, or equal afts of atonement*. 

* The interpolations are diftii^iflied by Italick ch»Fa£lees« 
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REVEREND MR- DOUGLAS, if 

P A s s AC £ s Interpolated in Mas e n i u s. 

The word pand^emonium in the marginal notes of 
Book !• Effay, page lo. 

CiTATiOK VL Eflay, page 38. 

Adnuit ipfa dolo, malumque (heu ! longa dolendi 
Materies ! & trifle nefas !) vefana momordit 
Tanti ignara mali. Mora nulla, folutus Avernus 
Exfpuit infandas acies 5 fraftumque remugit 
Divulfa compage folum. Nabathsea receptum 
Regna dedere fonum, Pharioque in littore Nercus 
Territus erubuit : fimul adgemuere dolentes 
Hefperias valles, Libyaeque calentis arenas 
Exarfcre procul. Stupefafta Lycaonis urfa 
Conftitit, &: pavido riguit glacialb in axe : 
Omnis cardinibus fubmotus inhorruit orbis ; 
4^geU hoc efficiuntj cceleftia jujfa fecuti. 

Citation VII. Eflay, page 41. 

jHa quidem fugiens, fparfis per terga capillis, 
Ora rigat lacrimis, & coelum qucftibus implet : 
Talia voce rogans. Magni Deus arbiter orbis ! 
Qui rerum momenta tenes, folufque futuri 
Prsefcius, elapfique memor : quern terra potentem 
Imperio, coelique tremunt; quem dite fuperbus 
Horrefcit Phlegethon, pavidoquc furore veretur : 
En ! Siyge crudeli premimur. Laxantur hiatus 
Tartarei, dirufqu^ fob dominatur Avernus, 
Jnfernique canes populantur cunSla creata^ 
f:t manes yiolant fuperos: difcrimina rerum 

Suftulit 
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Stiftulit Antitheus, divqmqvie oppreflit honorcm. 
Refpice Sarcotheam : nimis, heu ! decepta momordit 
Jnfauftas epulas, nofque omnes prodidit hofti. 

Citation VIII. Eflay, page 4a, the whole paflkge. 

Quadrupedi fugnat quadrupeSy volucrique vplucrisi 
Et pijfcis cum pi fee ferox hqftilibus armis 
Tr alia Java gerit : jam pHJlina pabula fpermnt^ 
Jam tondere piget viridantes gr amine campos': 
Alterum fef alterius vivunt animalia letho : 
Prifca nee in gent em kumanam revereniia durat ; 
Sedfugiunt^ vel Ji Jleterant fera bella minantur. 
Front e truci^ torvofque oculos jaculantur in illam. 

Citation IX, Eflay, page 43. 

iVatibus antiquis numerantur lumine cajjis^ 

Tirefias, PhineuSy Thamyrifque, & magnus Homerus, 

The above paflagc ftands thus in Mafenius^ in one 
line. 

TireCas coccus, Thamyrifque, & Daphnis, Homerus, 

N. B. The verfe now cited is in Mafenius*t Poems^ 
but not in the Sareotis. 

Citation X, Eifay, page 46, 

In medio, turrnsis Jnter proveftus ovantes 
Cernitur Antitheus, rjehquis hie altior unus 
Eminet, & circum vulgus defpedlat inane : 
Frons nebulis obfcura latet, torvumque furorem 
Diffimulat, fidae tedlus velamine npdlis : 

6 Perfimi/iji. 
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Perjimilis turri pracelfne^ ant montibus alt is 
Antique (edvQi mdata frondis konore. 

Paflages interpolated in Grotius, 

CiTAtiOK 1. Effay, page 55* 

Sacri tonantis hoftisi exful patria* 
Coeleftis adfum V tartari triftem fpecum 
Fugiens, & atram ndftis sternse plagam. 
Hac fpe, quod unum maximum fugio_ malum, 
Superos vidcbo, Fallor ? an certe meo ' " 
Concuffa tellus tota trepidat pondere ? 
Quid dico ? tellus ? Onus l£ pedibus Iremit. 

Citation II. Eflay, page 58, the whole paflage. - 

Nam^mejudicey . ' 

Regnare dignum eft ambitUy etji in tartar q : 
jl/to pr^ejfe Tartarojiquidemjuvaty ■ , . • ^ 

C^lis quam in ipjis fervi obire munia. 

C I T ATioN IV. Eflay, page* 6 1 , the whole paflage. 

Innominata quaque nominibus fuis, 
Libet vocare propriis vocabulis. 

Citation V. Eflay, page 6'^J 

Tcrrefl.ris orbis redlor ! & princeps freti ! . r 

Cali folique foboles ; atherium genus ! 
Adame ! dextram liceat ampledi tuam ! 

Citation VI. EflTay, ibid. * '^ ' 

Quod illud animal, tramite obliquo means, 

Ad me volutum flcxili ferpit via ? . : ... 

Sibila 
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Sibila retorquet ora fetbfum caput 
Trifidamque linguam vUnat : octlli ai^nt dUa^ 
Carbuttculorum luce certanies rubrd. 

Citation VII. Eflaf » ps^c 65, the whrfc paflage. 
- Nata deo ! aique Aomine fata / 



Regina mundi ! eademqut interitm infcia ! ^ f 

CunSIis coltnda t ■ 

Citation VIII. Eflay, page 66, the whole paflage, 

Rationis etenim onlnUto paritas exigitj 
Ego bruta qwtmdo iiJHa evafi hquens ; 
Ex Aomine^ qua/is anie^ te fieri Deam. 

Citation IX. Eflay, ibid. 

Vtt fanda thakmi facra, per jus nomiiiis 

Quodcumquc noftri : five me natam vocas. 

Ex te creatam j five communi patre 

OrtacHy fororem ; five potius conjugem : 

Cajfam^ oro, dulci luminis jubare tui 

Ne me relinquas : nunc tuo auxilio eft opus. 

Cum verfa fors eft. Unicum lapfse mihi 

Firmamen, unam fpem gravi adflidse male, 

Te mihi referva, dum licet : mortalium 

Ne tota foboles pereat unius nece : 

^ibi nam re/i£ia, quo petam ? aut ovum exigam ? 

Citation X. Eflay, page 67, the whole pafl"agc# 

2« namquefoli tmrnini contrarius. 
Minus es nocivus i iffi ego noc€tUioi\ 

(Adeoque 
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(Adeoqae mi/era mugis, quippt miferijt comes 
Origoque ftetus 5/?, Jiirida utattr male i) 
Deimque Uefifceiete^ fequty vir / Jmi^^ 

CiT ATtt>il XI. £0ay» p^gi^ 68, the wliolc ptS<g«w 

Quod comedo^j p^jg^p^i dirts fuhjnceik 

Interpolation vaRampr^. 

'Citation VI. Eflay, page V^. 

O judex !^ nova me facic^r mopitiaqu* tenret ; 
Me macuhe ttirpes, nudaquc in corpofe ferd«s^ . 
Et craciant dttris exercita pedlora ^oems : 
Me ferns horror 2^. Kiihi non yernaiitia ipMt% 
Non vitrei fontes, cotXx non aurea t^mpda. 
Nee (tint grata mihi ftrb utfoque jaccfttia {(At 1 
Judicis ora Dei fie terrent, Jafiacinat aegi'um 
Sic peftus mihi noxa, O fv ml at^rwnpere vittctti 
Et detur poenam qtiovis evaders letho ! 
Ipfa parens utinam mihi tcHus ima dehifatt ! 
Ad piceas trudarquc umbras,' atque infefa regM ! 
PaUentes utAbras- Etebi^ noBemt^ie frafwidam t 
Montibus aut premar injeftis, ccclique mint ! 
Ante tuos vultus, tua quam flammantiaque ora 
Sufpiciam, caput objedem & coeleftibus armisf 



lotcr^Ksiad^oni in Staphorjlius. 

Dtation III. EiTay, page 104. 

Foedus in humanis fragili quod fanftius sevo ! 
Firmius & melius, quod magnificentius, ac quam 
Cpryijgii, fponfi fponfeque jugalia facra ! 

Aufpice 
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Jufpice tSyfugiens alieni fuhcubd leSi^ 
Vira libido hominum tota de gente repidfa eft : 
Ac tantum gregibus pecudum rations carentum 
Imperati iS fine lege tori furibunda vagatur^ 
A^fpice te^ quam jura probant; reSiumquey piumque, 
Filius atque pater ^ fraterque innotuit i £s? quot 
Vincula vicini fociarunt fanguims, a te 
Nominibus didicere fuam difiingutre gentem. 

Citation VI. Eflay,page 109. 

Coeleftes animae ! fublimia templa tenentes, 
Laudibus adcumulate deucnfuper omnia magnum !— « 
Tu quoquenunc animi vis tota ac maxuma noftri ! 
Tot^ tui in Domini grates diffolycre laudcs ! 
Aurord redeunte novdy redeuntibus umbris. 
Immenfum ! auguftum! veram ! infcrutabilenumeni 
Summe Deus ! fobolefque Dei ! conforfque duorum, 
Spij-itus ! seternas retincs, bone redor ! habenas. 
Per mare, per terras, ccelofque, atque unus Jehova 
Exiftens, celebrabo tuas, memorique fonabo 
Org^nico ple<Stro laudes. Te pedtbre amabo, 
Te primum, ii medium^ ^ fummumj fed fine carentem^ 
O miris mirande modis ! ter maxime rerum ! 
Colluftrat terras dum lumine Titan Eoo ! 

Interpolation in Fox. Effay, page 116. 

. Tu Pfychephone 
Hypocrifis efto, hoc fub Francifci pallio. 
Tu Thanate, Marty romaftix re & nomine lies. 



Altered 
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Altered thus, . . " 

Tu Pfychcphone ! 
Hypocrlfis efto ; hoc fub Francifci pallio, 
Quo into teOifefe credmt emmu 

Interpolation in Quintiams. Efiay, page 11 7. . 

Mic. Cur hue procaci veneris curfu refer ? 
Manere ii quis in fua poteil domo, 
Habitare nuraquam curet alienas domos. 

Luc. Quis non, relifta Tartari nigri domo, 
Veniret ? Diic fumma tenebrarum lues, 
Ubi pedor ingens redolet cxtremum fitum. 
Hie autem amosna regna, & dulcis quies ^ 
Ubi ferehus ridet aeternum dies. 
Mutare facile* eft pondus immenfum levi, 
Summos Jo/ores maximi/que gaudiis. 

Interpolation in J?^2;f7« Eflay, page iig* 

Stygemque teflor, & profunda Tartari, 

Nifi impediret livor, & queis profequor 

Odia fupretnutn numen, atque honiinuni genus> 

Fietate motus hinc patris, &.hinc filii, 

Poffem parenti condolere & filio, 

Quaji exuijfem qmnenf tnalhiam ex pe6Iore. 

Interpolation in Fletcher. Effay, page 1 24. 

Nee tameii- asternos obliti (abfifte timere) 
Umquam animos, feffique ingentes ponimus iras, 

* For /adkj the word Wj^ was fubftituted in the Eflay. 

VoL.VIIL C f^ec 
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Nee' fas ; non fie deficimus, nee talia tecum 

Geflimus, in coelos ollm tax figna feeuti^ 

Eft hie, eft vit» Jc magni contemptor Olympt, 

Quique oblatam animus lucis none refpuat aulAm) 

£t domiti tantum plaeeat eui regia eceli. 

Ne dubita, nqmquam fraftis h^^ peftora, nqtuquam 

Deficient animis ; prius ille ingentia cceli 

Atria, defertofque astcm?? lucis alumnos 

Deftituens, Ercbuth adtnigret ndftemque profundam, 

Et Stygiis mutet radiantia lumina flammis. 

Jtt promptu caujfa eft : fupereft inviSa voluntas, 

Jmmortale adfum, vindiSi^e &/eva (Upido. 

Interpolations m fmkmMn Way, page 132^ 

Tunc, ait, imperio r^ere omnia fblus 5 ct uftft 
Fiiius ifte tuus, qui fe tibi fubjicit ultro, 
Ac gernbus minor ad terram ptoftemit, & offptt 
- Jlefcio quos toties auimi fervilis honores ? 
Et tamen aeterni proles setcrna JehoVse 
Audit ab setherea luteaque propagine mundi. 
(Scilicet hunc natum dixtfii cun&a regentem | 
C^itibus iegem cunBls^ dominumque Jupremum) 
Huie ego fim fupplex ? ego ? quo prseftantior alter 
Non agit in fiiperis, Mihi jus dabit ille, fuum qui 
Pat caput alteriys fub jus & vincula kgum ? . 
Semideus reget ifte polos \ reget avia teira ? 
Me prefliim levioit manu fortuna tenebit ? 
l^t cogar. 4^tcrnum duplici feryfre fyr^nno ? 
H^ud ita« Tu fblus non polles fortibus aufis« 
Nqu ego f c pepdi» nee fie qoea £ita {irettufttilTi 
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Ut ncqiaidtnaf fdlef am ^put, collroqiie iii^eirbuca 
Excutere impcifmtn^ Mihi fi mea dextra fiivabitj 
AildteD totiiis mthl jd) {JromitteFe raundi, 

Effayt P*ge 152. 

Tironi dominaiiones, prineipatuSj virtuies\ potefldtes^ 
b^id tolxsalme borrowed hy MiLTOfl froth the 
title-Tpage of Hbywoo©'s Hierarchy of Angels. Buf 
there are more words in HeywoocPs title ; and, accord- 
ing to bb own arrangement of his fubjeifb, they 
ihould be read thus. — '^Senipim,^ cherubim^ ihronU potef- 
Utt^s^ angeU^ arcAangeii^ primipatus^ domindiioties. 

Thefe are my inteipolations, minutely traced with* 
out any arts of evafion. Whether from the paflkgeS 
that yet remain, any reader will be convinced of itij^ 
general alTertion, and allow, ihzt MtUon had recourfe 
for affiftarice td any of the authors whofe names I hav* 
mentioned, I ^hall not now be very diltgerit to enqtrird^ 
fer I had no particv^ar pleafure in fubverting the rt* 
pMatk)ii of M'^o^, which I had myfelf once eixka-* 
voured to «alt* ; afid of whieh^ the foundation had 
;dways remained untouched by me, had not my credit 

and 

• Virorum roxximus— Joawnss MxLTOKVs—l^oeta cekber- 
rirnns— non Angliae mode, foli na^lis, renim generis humani or* 
namentum-«»cuju$ cximius liber, AogUcanis verfibus confcriptus> 
▼uigo Paradi^u^ Ai^isstrs, hnmortalis illnd ingcnii in|»aumen- 
tttin, cum \pGk itch ^ernhate pwemutttBom eftoput!— flujus me* 
moriani Angforum primus, poft tantum, proh ilolor! ab tai)d 
^jtcefTa p6«t9t intenraltamv ifacciur eiegaati in I606 «elebtnimo» 
Ctetoobb^ WieftmofiafttDcafi, p^Afii, xgnan, priaaigitiD, ami^ 

C % tum» 
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and m/'ifftereU feeen blaftcd", Wthought'to bcblafted,b/ 
the ftiarfe which it cad from its boandkfe elevation. 

About ten' years ago, I publifli^d an: edition of Dr, 
Johnjlon's tranflation of the PfalmSj and having pro- 
cured from the.^h^l^flferhbfly of the church of 
iScotlqndy a recommendation of its ufe to the lower 
clafles of 'grartimar-fchoqls, into which I had begun 
to introduce it^ thougli not without muifh'tontrovcrfy 
and qppolitionj.Ithpught it likely that I fliould, by 
annual'p'ublic4tioji?, improve 'my little fortune, and be 
enabled to fupport ip^^^ the miferies 

of Indigence:' .But Mr. .P^/>^, ui his malevolence to 
Mr. Ben/on^^viWo had cilftrnguifhed himfelf by his 
fondnofs Jbr thus fame verfipn, deftroyed all my hopes 
by a-dljfticli^' in wh\ci\ hk,''^\^ctsyqh90oH in a contemp- 
tuous (fomparirori wjtji the fiilthor of Paradife Lq^^. 

\ \ ", " '., " ^ \ ' ' ". ' y ' ' Froni 

- .., r.i om \\.. .. j ,..] ^v/r i:: ■ ■ .. • , " 

lum/ 3Ii^#f|^^n^uj$ Ang^se.virpriipa. csemeteno, v|r qrnatiiiimuS| 

Culidj^ljs j^qib;? pmfecutus e^^ 

, PietarumScotofum Mufa ^acra In pfafatioHey EJinb. I739» 

"^^ A^cMraStit','as high atid honourable as ever was'beftowed upoa 

liliit^y^ll&fyfdilifaiigtihieliif.liiiadniiren! and as this yra^ my coot 

iand lkioif^:o.pij»i^nipfjtl?ftt;ifQ,ndfriul man formerly, fo I declarp 

it to-he ^^^ CkniefiiiL a;id. ^ver^ will bc^ potwithftanding all ap- 

ipearance^ to the contrify, occaiioned merely by pafiion and re* 

feiilraent ; which appear, however, by the Poftfcript to the Eflay, 

to bp fo far j^om extending to the pofterity of Milton, that I re-» 

commencf his only' reiSii^^^ In the warmeft fcrms, 

'jo tlie public, 'l^ •"'-'.-• I : •. . . * / / 

"f Oiit w^ urtbqiial -crutchesrprop'd he .f qame, 

^OTQN '>£( DoithiB^ ionitifaiai: (me Jo h ns ton 's naipey > ... 

• ' .^ ' ' > -• '.,;:.: . ' JDuncia<;I. Boo^ ly. , 

«^ ♦ ■i^;y^*.]'5Fhisi»aa.fiBdeavaui!ed tQ raifc himfelf to fame, by 

tfc^ing ixM^tunepts^ ^jjUng coins, ^iid IfWMMJg UW^S*^?^?..®/ 

V ;• Jdiltm j 
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. - From this time, all toy :praifes,pf Johtfion "became 
ridiculpus, and I was ceafured with great freedom, foe 
forcing upon the fchook, an iauthor whom Mr.; Bopc 
had mentioned only a$ a foil tp a* better pqet.,> On 
this occafion, it was nfitural not to be pleafed, and 
jny rcfentment feeking to difcharge itfelf fome where, 
was unhappily direfted againft Milton. I refolved.fca 
attack his faoie, and found fome paffages in curfory 
reading, which gave me hopes of ftigmatifing him as 
a plagiary. The farther I carried my fearch, tjia ippic 
eager I grew for the difcovery, and the more my. hy- 
pothefis was oppofed, the more I was heated with rage* 
The confequence of my blind paffion, I need not re- 
late; it has, by your detediion, become apparent t9 
mankind. Nor do I mention this provocation .as 
adequate to the fury which I have j[hown,,bul as a 
caufe of anger, lefs ftiameful and reproachful than 
fradlious malice, perfonal envy, or national jealoufy. 

Miltott\ and afterwards by a great paflion for Arthur John/ton, a 
^foTj phyiician's veriion of the pfalms, of which he printed many 
fine editions. Notes on the Dunciad. 

No fewer than fix different editions of that ufefirl and valuable 
book, two in quarto, two in o£tavo, and two in a lefler form» how 
lie like lumber in the hand of Mr. Vaillant^ bookfeller, the effe£ts of 
Mr. Pope's ill-natured criticifm. 

One of thefe editions in quarto» illufirated with an interpreta- 
tion and notes, after the manner of the claflic authors in ufum Del- 
phini, was by the worthy editor, anno 1741, infcribed to his Royal 
Highnefs Prince George, as a proper book for his inftrudion in 
principles of piety, as well as knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
when he (hould arrive at due maturity of age. To reftore this 
book to credit was the caufe that induced me to engage in this dif- 
agreeable controverfy, rather than any defign to depreciate thejuft 
reputation of Milton. 

C3 But 
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But for the violation of truth, I offer no ex€u(e, be* 
caufe I well know, that nothing can excufe it. Nor 
will I i^gravatc my crime, fey difingcnuaus pallia-^ 
tions. I ccmfefs it, I repent it, and refolve, that my 
firft ol&fice (hall be my laft. More I cannot per-* 
^rm, and more therdfore cannot be required. I in* 
treat the pardon of all men, whom I have l^jr any 
inean$ induced to fuj^rt, to countmaoce, or pa* 
tronife my fiuuds, of which I think my felf obliged to 
declare, that not one of my friends was confcious. I 
hope to defcrve, by bett«r ciHidud: and more ufefbi 
undertakings, that patrons^e which I have obtained 
irom the moft iihiftrious and venerable nances by mif- 
yeprefentation and delufipn, and to appear hereafter 
in fcch a charafter, as (hall give you no reafbn to 
regret that yo^r name is fre<jucntly mentioned with 

Reverend 5/r, 
fiic. »i iTS^ Your fMfi kumhie fervMi^ 

WILLIAM LAUIXER. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



REVIEW 

OF A 

FREE ENCLUIRV 

IKTO THE 

NATURE AND ORIGIN OF EVILJ 



np H I S is a tteatrfe confifttng of Six Letters upon 
a very difficult and important queftion> which 
I am afraid this author's endeavours will not free 6com 
the perplexity which has intangled the fpeculatifts of 
all ages, and which muft always continue while we fee 
but in part. He calls it a Free Enquiry y and indeed his 
freedom is, I think, greater than his modefty. Though 
he is far from the contemptible arrogance, or the im- 
|)iou$ licentioufnefs of Bolinghroke^ yet he decides 
too eafily upon queftions out of the reach of human 
determination, with too little confideration of mortal 
weakriefs, and with too much vivacity for the neceflary 
caution. 

In the firft letter on Evil in gem^aly he obferves. 
Chat, " it is the folution of this impcrtant queftion, 
*^ whence came l&vih alone, that can afcertain the 
** moral chafa<Sterift:ick of God, without which there 
** is an end of all diftrn<5tion between Good and 
^ Evil/* Yet he begins this Enquiry by this de- 
claratioji: •* That there is a Supreme Being, in- 

C4 •• finitely 
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** finitely powerful, wife, and benevolent, the great 
" Creator and Preferver of all things, h a truth fo 
« clearly demonftrated, that it ftiall be here taken 
" for granted," What is this but to fay, that we 
have already reafon to grant the exiftence of thofe 
attributes of God, which the prefent Enquiry is 
defigned to prove? The prefent Enquiry is then 
furely made to no purpofe. The attributes, to the 
demonftration of which the folution of this great 
queftion is neceffary, have been demonftrated with- 
out any folution, or by means of the folution of 
fome former writer. 

He rejedts the Manichean fyftem, but imputes to 
it. an abfurdity, from which, amidft all its abfurdi- 
ties, it feems to be free, and adopts the fyftem of 
Mr. Pope. " That pain is no evil, if aflerted with 
** regard to the individuals who fuffer it,, is down- 
" right nonfenfe ; but if confidered as it afFeds the 
" univerfal fyftem, is an undoubted truth, and 
*' means only that there is no more pain in it than 
** what is neceffary to the produftion of happineis. 
" How many foever of thefe evils then force them- 
" felves into the creation, fo long as the good pre- 
" ponderates, it is a work well worthy of infinite 
«' wifdom and benevolence; and, notwithftanding 
*' the ^imperfeftions of its parts, the whole is moft 
" undoubtedly perfeft/* And in the former part 
of the Letter he gives the principle of his fyftem in 
thefe words : " Omnipotence cannot work contra- 
«' diftions, it can only effeft all poflible things* 
*/ But fo little are we acquainted with the wholq 
*/ fyftem of nature, that we know not what are 
^' poffible, and what are not : but if wc may judge 
•^ **from 
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*< from that conftant mixture of pain with pleafure, and 
.** inconveniency with advantage, which we muft ob- 
•* ferve in every thing round us, we have reafon to 
** conclude, that to endue created beings with perfec- 
*' tion, that is, to produce Good exclufive of Evil, 
** is one of thofe impoffibilities which even infinite 
** power cannot accomplifli." 

This is elegant and acute, but will by no means 
calm difcontent, or filence curiofity ; for whether Evil 

, can be wholly feparated from Good or not, it is plaia 
that they may be mixed in various degrees, and as far 
as human eyes can judge, the degree of Evil might have 
been lefs without any impediment to Good. 

The fecond. Letter on the evils of imperfeHion^ is 
little more than a paraphrafe of Popeh Epiftles, or 
yet lefs than a paraphrafe, a mere translation of 
poetry into profc* This is furely to attack diffi- 
culty with very difproportionate abilities, to cut the 
Qordian knot with very blunt inftruments. When 
we arc told of the infufficiency of former folutions, 
why is one of the lateft, which no man can have 
forgotten, given us again? I am tdld, that this 
pamphlet is not the effort of hunger: what can 
it be then but the produft of vanity ? and yet how 
can vanity be gratified by plagiarifm or tranfcrip- 
tion ? When this fpeculatift finds himfelf prompted 
to another performance, let him confider whether 

. he is about to difburthen bis mind, or employ his 
lingers; and if I might venture to offer him a fub- 
jedt, I (hould wifh that he would folve this queflio% 
Why he that has nothing to write, fbould defirc to 
be a writer ? 

Yet 
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Yet is not this Letter without fome firnttment), 
which, though not new^ are of greait importance^ 
and may be read with pleafure in the thouiaadth 
repetition. 

** Whatever we enjoy is purely a free gift from our 
*• Creator ; but that we enjoy no more, can never 
** fure be deemed an injury, or a juft rcafim to quef- 
" ^ tion his infinite bcnevdcnce* Ali our happinefs is 
^ owing to his goodnefs ; but that it is no greatcTf 
^ is owing only to ourfeWes ; that is, to our not 
** having any inherent right to any happiaefs, or 
^ even to any exigence at jUL This k no mooe t0 
^ be imputed to God, than the wants of a hqggar tp 
^ the perfon who has relieved hioa : that be had 
^ fomething, was owing to his benefaftor ; Inat that he 
*• had no more, only to his own <»igiAal poverty.*' 

Thus far he fpcaks what every man muft apfxxsm^ 
and what every wife man has faid befom him. Ha 
then gives us the fyftem of fubo9dination,aot invented^ 
fer it was known I think to the AraMdm metaphyfit*- 
dans, but adc^ted by Fep$ j and from him bonrowed 
by the diligent lefearches of this ^<at invefti^ 
gator. 

" No fyftem can poftbly be formed,, aeea in 
^^imagination, without a fubordination of parts^ 
^ Every anima) body muft hav« different members 
•* fobfervient to each other ; every pidure muil bd 
^ compofed of vaoous cdburs, and of fight and 
*^ fliade ; all harmony onuft be formed of trebfes^ 
^ tenors, and bafles g every beaoiiftDt and ufi^ul edi-^ 
^ fice muft confill of bi^r and tower, more aad 
^ lefs magnificent apartments. This is in the vcrf 

" cflfence 
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^ eflence of all created things, a.nd therefore canaot 
^< b^ prevented by any iww* whatever, unld$ by not 
^ creating them at all/' 

Thefe indances an» uffd iof^d qF ffj^^'s 0#if and 
XP^^f , or >!p£r^ and hk Sti^f^^s i but fu^itber iVj^^ 
nor this writer, have much contribytf d t9 fotvc the 
difficulty. PcrfeAioo W impeffe^ign of vj^ofifcioitt 
beings has no niMAing a9 refffTi^^ tp thf^fdv^^ the 
bafo and the tr^le are ^qioaQy peffeA ; the mean and 
magnificent apartments foei no pleaiure or paw ffom 
the comparifon. Pope mi^t aik the «cv^, vvhy it was 
lefs than the oak^ but the wiffd would never afl; the 
queftion ^ itfelf. The ^i^fr a»d trekk differ oidy to 
the hearer, meann^ and magmficeaee only to the 
inhaHtant. There is no £^ but mufl; kdmie in a 
confeioiia being, or be ftfetrrd to it; thrt t^ £vil 
maft be fidt before it b Evil. YqI even 09 this 
fub^fift many quefttoas might be oflTered vAAfh, human 
undoeftanding has not yet anfw^red, and wluch the 
{ssient bafte of this ei^traft will not fiaffer me to 
dilate. 

He proceeds to a humble detail oiPop^^ opinion: 
^' The univerfe is a fyftem whoie very efioee eonfife 
^' iniubordimtion; a foale of beings dcfcendingby 
^ in&niibfe degrees firom infinite pecfedion to abfo- 
^^ lute nothing; in whidi^ though we may juftfy 
** expefl; to find pcrfedion in the whole, could we 
^' pebbly comprehend it ; yet would it be the h^eft 
^ abfurdity tp hope for it in all its parts, because the 

beauty and happinefs of the whole depend altoge- 

tter on the juft inferiority of its parts, that is, on 
" the csomparative imperfefibioos of the fevcral beings 
*^ of which it is compofed.** 

•'It 
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*' It would have been ho inbre an iiiftahce of Gbd^tf 
** wiiciom to have created no beings but of thehigheft 
" and moft perfeft order, than it would be of a 
*• painter's art to' cover his whole piece with one 
f* finglc colour, the moft beautiful he could compofe. 
** Had he confined himfelf to fuch, nothing could 
•* have exifted but demi-gods, or arch-angels, and 
*• then all inferior orders muft have been void and 
** uninhabited : but as it is furely more agreeable to 
** infinite Benevolence, that all thefe fliould be filled 
*' up with beings capable of enjoying happinefs them- 
** felves, and contributing to that of others, they muft 
** neceflarily be filled with inferior beings, that is, 
** with luch as are lefs perfect, but from whofc 
•* cxiftence, notwithftanding that lefs perfeftion, 
** more felicity upon the whole accrues to the uni- 
** verfe, than if no fuch had been created. It is 
** moreover highly probable, that there is fuch a 
** cohnedion between all ranks and orders byfubor- 
*^ dinate degrees, that. they mutually fupport each 
** other's exiftence, and every one in its place is ab- 
^* folutcly neceffary towards fuftaining the whole vaft 
"** and magnificent fabrick. 

" Our pretences for complaint could be of this 
** only, that we are not fo high in the fcale of ex- 
" iftence as our ignorant ambition may defire; a 
" pretence which muft eternally fubfift ; becaufe, 
" were we ever fo much higher, there would be ftill 
" room for infinite power to exalt us ; and fince nb 
*• link in the chain can be broke, the fame reafon 
" for difquiet muft remain tothofe who fucceed to 
" that chafm, which muft be occafioned by our pre- 

" ferment* 
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** fprxnent^ A man can have no reafon ta repine that 
f^ he is not an angel; nor a horfe that he is not a 
** man ; much Icfs, that in their feveral ftations they 
" poffefs not the faculties of another ; for this would 
V** be an infufferable misfortune." 

This dodtrine of the regular fubordination of beings^ 
the fcale of exiftence, and the chain of nature, I have 
often, confidered, but always left the enquiry in doubt 
^d uncertainty. 

That every being not infinite, compared with infinity, 
XfiXJ& l?e imperfeS:, is evident to intuition ; that what* 
ever is imperfedt muft have a certain line which it 
cannot pafs, is equally certain, But the reafon which 
dctermiAed this limit, .and for which fuch .being was 
•fufiered to advance thus far and no farther, we ihall 
never be able to difcern. Our difcoverers tell us, 
^he Creator has made* beings of all orders, and that 
therefore one of them muil be fuch as man. But this 
fyflem feems to be eltabliihed on a conceffiony which^ 
)f it be refufed, cannot be extorted. 

Every reafon which can be brought to prove, that 
;^here are beings of every poffible fort, will prove, that 
Jhere is the greateft number poffible of every fort of 
beings ; but this with refped: to man we know, if wp 
Juaow any thing, not to be tnjet 

It does not appear even to the im^ination, th^t 
pf three orders of being, the firft and the third receive 
Tiny advantage* from the imperfeftion of the fecond, 
or ^at indeed they may not equally exift, though the 
fecond had never been, or ihould ceafe to be, and 
jjvhy Ihould that be concluded neceflary, which cannot 
I?P proved (pven to be ufeful ? 
, ' ' The 
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The fclle of txitttntt ttttn tefihtty t6 uothlng, 
tattttot poffibly have being. Tbe higheft being not 
Infttiite mull be, as has been often obfenred, at an 
fflfififte difbttce below infinity. Ckejnfy tirho, with the 
defire inherent in mathematician to reduce ^ery thing 
to matfaetttatical images, eonfidets all e^tiftenee as a 
edney ^iDom that the bafri h at an itiflmte diftaflcc from 
the body. And in this dillance betweeti fitiite aiid in^ 
finite, there will be room for ever for an infinite (etiei 
xtf iftdefiftable eiiftetice. 

Between the loweft pofitive e^tifl^ftce and nothh^, 
-tvhetever we fupptrfe pofitive exiftctice to ceafe^ fe 
another diafm infinitely deep; whefe th«Mii(fMm 
agaiA for cndteft orders of fubordinate naf trfe, tenti- 
iiued for ever and for ever, and yet infinity fii|)«k]r 
to rton-fcdftence. 

To thefe meditations humaniiy h uneqiial. Brit yet 
we nwy afk, not of oui* Maker, btrt of each othef , fintfe 
«ft the tme fide citation, wheitver it ftop^, tttuft ftop in- 
finitely below infinity, and on the other jnfinitdy abott 
ftothmg, what newffity thete h that it ftiOtrfd |>roceed 
to fat either way that beings fo high w fo lotir fliould 
evir have exifted i We tnay afk ; but I believe no 
created wllilom can give an ade^ate anfwer . 

Nor is this all. Inttre feale, wherever It .be^^ « 
ends, arc infimtc Vacnitie^. At Whate?vet diftance 
we fiippofe the next order of beings to be above 
man, there ;s roorti for an intetnie'diate order cf 
beings betvreen thctti j and if for one order, theft 
for rnfinhe orders j fmce every thing that admits Of 
more Qr lefs, and confeqoently all the parts o( that 
which admits thpm, may be iftfiii«cty divided* So 
« thatj 
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that^ as far as we can judge, there may be room in the 
wcuity between any two fteps of the fcale, or between 
^ny two points of the cdne of being, for infinite exef * 
tion of infinite power. 

Thus it appears .how little reafon thofe who repoft 
their reafon upon the fcale of being have to triumph 
over them who recur to any other expedient of folu- 
tion, and what difficulties arife on every fide to reprcft 
the rebeitions of prefumptuous decifion* Qui pmci 
timfiderat^ fadle prommiat. In our paflage throtH^ 
the boundkfs ocean of difquifition we often take fo^ 
for land, aod after having long toiled to approach thert, 
find, inftead of repofe and harbours, new ftorms of ob« 
je^ion, and fluftuations of uncertainty. 

We are next entertained with Papers alleviaikwrt df 
thofe evils which we are doomed to fufTer. 

« Poverty, or the want of riches, is genemlly torn- 
*^ penfated by haviffg more hopes, and fewer fears, 
^ by a grater Ibare of health, and a more excjui- 
^ fite rcMfh of the finalleft enjoyments, than thofe 
« who poffefs them are ufually bleflid with. The 
^^ want of tafte and genius, with all the pleafures that 
^ mkftotSi tliem, t^e commonly recompc^fed by a 
^ more ufeftil kind of common fenfe, toother with a 
^* wonderful de%ht, as well as fuccef$» in the bufy 
^* purfuits of a fcmmbling worid* The fufftrings of 
♦♦ the fick are greatly relieved by many trifling gra*^ 
»• tificatioas iriiperctptibfe to others, and fometimes 
^ dmoft repaid by the inconceivable tranfpcrts occa* 
^ fioned by the return of health and vigour. Folly 
^* cannot be very grievous^ becaufc imperceptible { 
tf 9iif} I doubt not but there is (omc truth in that rant 
. «* of 
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" of a mad poet, that there is a pleafurc in being 
" mad,' which none but madmen know. Ignorance, 
"or the want of knowledge and literature, the 
" appointed lot of all born to poverty, and the 
f* drudgeries of life, i$ the only opiate capable of in* 
/* fufihg that infenfibility which can enable them to 
5* endure the miferies of the one and the fatigues of 
f' the other. It is a cordial adminiftered' by the gra- 
f* cious hand of Providence 5 of which they ought 
« never to be deprived by. an ill-judged and impro* 
** per education. It is the bafis of all fubordination, 
*' the fupport of fociety, and the privilege of indi- 
f*. viduals : and I have ever thought it a mofl re- 
*^ markable inftance of the divine wifdora, that 
^* whereas in ail animals, whofe individuals rife little 
** above the reft of their fpecies, knowledge is in- 
*< ftinftive; in man, whofe individuals are fo widely 
/* different, it is acquired by education; by which 
/' means the prince and the labourer, the philofopher 
" and the peafant, arc in fome meafwe fitted for their 
•" refpeftive fituations." 

- Much of thefe pofitions is perhaps true, and the 
whole paragraph might well pafs without cenfure, 
!wet6 not objcftions neceflary to the eftabliftiment 
of knowledge. Poverty is very gently paraphrafed 
by want of riches. . In that fenfe almoft every man 
may in his own opinion be poor. But there is an* 
other poverty, which is want of competence^ of all that 
can foften the miferies of life, of all that can diver- 
iify attention, or delight imfigination. There is yet 
^no'ther poverty, which is want of necejfariesy d, fpe- * 
cies of poverty which no care of the puWi?k».no 
' charity 
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dbarity Of pat'ticulars, can preferre msaxyirom feeling^ 
openIy» and many fecretly. 

That hope and fear are in(q>arably or very fre*- 
quently connefted with poverty, and riches, my fur^ 
veys of life have not informed me. The milder dc«* 
gipces of poverty are fometimes fupported by hope, but 
the more fevere often fink down in motionlels de« 
ipondence^ Life muft be feen before it can be 
known. This author and Pope perhaps nevo: faw 
the miferies which they imagine thus eafy to be borne. 
The poor indeed are infenfible of many little vexa- 
tions which fometimes embitter the pofleflions and 
pollute the enjoyments of the rich. They are not 
pained by cafual incivility, or mortified by the mu- 
tilation of a compliment; but thil happinefs is like 
that rfa malefador, who ceales to feel the cords that 
bind him when the pincers are tearing his flefh. 

That w^ant of tafte for one enjoyment is fupplied by 
the fJeafares of fome other, may be fairly allowed. 
But the compenfations of ficknefs I have never found 
near to equivalence, and the tranfports of recovery only 
prove the intenfenels of the pain- 

With folly no man is willing to confefe himfelf very 
Ultimately acquainted, and therefore its pains and 
{^fur«s are kept fecret. But what the author fays 
of its iappinefs fecms applicable only to fatuity, or 
gFofs diilneis ; for that inferiority o( underftanding 
which makes one man without any other reafon tlie 
Aave^ or tool, or property of another, which makes. 
^m 'foffietimes u(ele{s, and fometimes ridiculous, is 
<^ea felt with very quick fenfibility. On the hap- 
<ptn^ of madmen, as the cafe is oot very frequent, 
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it is not neccflkry to raife a difquifition, but I carnidf 
forbear to obferve, that I never yet knevrdiforclers of 
mind increafe felicity : every madman is either arro- 
gant and irafciblc, or gloomy and fufpicious, or pof- 
ieiled by fome paflion or. notion deftrudbive to his' 
quiet. He has always difqontent in his look, and ma- 
lignity in his bofom. And, if he had the power of 
choice, he would ^ foon repent who (hould refign his 
leafon to fecure his peace. 

. Concerning the portion of ignorance neceflary to 
make the condition of the lower claffes of rhankind 
fafe to the publick and tolerable to themfelves, both 
morals and policy exact a nicer enquiry, than will be 
very foon or very eafily made. There is undoubt* 
cdly .a degree of* knowledge which will dfreft a nun 
to refer all \o Providence, and to acquiefce in the 
conditio^ with which omnifcicnt Goodnefs has deter- 
mined to allot him ; to confider this world as a phan- 
tom that muft foon glide from before his eyes, and 
the diftrefles and vexations that encompafs him, as duft 
Scattered in his path, as a blaft that chills him for a 
moment, and paffes off for ever. ^ 

Such wifdom, arifing from the comparifon of a 
part with the whole of our exiftencc, thofe^ that 
want it moft cannot poffibly obtain from philofopby i 
. nor unlefs the method of education, and the ge* 
neral tenor of life ^e changed, will very wfily re* 
ceive it from religion. The bulk of mankind is not 
likely to be very wife or very good : and I know not 
^whether there are not many ftates of life, in which att 
^^knowledge, lefs.than the higheft wifdom, will prqciua 
difcontent and danger. I believe.rt may be fometim^ 

, found. 
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Jfound, that a little learning is to a pOor mdSi9^ dangerous 
thing. But fuch Is the condition of humanity, that 
we eafily fee, or quickly feel the wrong, but cannot 
always diftinguifli the right* Whatever knowledge is 
iuperfluous, in irremediable poverty, is hurtful, but 
the difficulty is to determine when poverty is irre- 
mediable, and at what point fuperfluity begins. Grofe 
ignorance every man has found equally dangerous 
with perverted knowledge. Men left wholly to their, 
appetites and their inftinds, with little fenfe of mdral 
or religious obligation, and with very faint diftinftions 
of right and wrong, can never be fafely employed, or 
confidently trufted : they can be honeft only by obfti* 
nacy, and diligent only by compulfion or caprice^ 
Some inftrudlion, therefore, is nedsffary, and much 
perhaps may be dangerous. ' 

Though it (hould be granted that thole who ara 
hrn to -poverty and drudgery Ihould not be deprived 
by an improper education of the opiate of ignorance^ 
even this conceflion will not be of much ufe to diredk 
our praftice, unlefs it be determined who are thofe 
that are born to poverty. To entail irreverfible po* 
verty upon generation after generation, only be- 
caufe the anceftor happened to be poor, is in itfelf 
cruel, if not Unjuft, and is wholly contrary to the 
maxims of a commercial nation, whicli always fup« 
pofe and promote a rotation of property, and ojfifec 
every individual a chance of mending his conditioa 
by his diligence. Thofe who communicate literatum 
to the fon of a poor man, confider him as one not 
born to poverty, but to tiie lieceffity of deriving a* 
better fortune from himfelf* In^ this attempt, z$ 
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in others, funny £iil^ and many ifucceed. Tho& tbtf 
fdil will feel their tnifery more acutely; but fince po-» 
▼erty is now confeflfed to be fuch a calamity as cannot 
be borne without the opiate of infeniibility, I hope the 
happinefs c^ thofe whom education enables to efcapc 
from it, may turn the balance againft that exacerbation 
which the others fuflfer. 

I am always afraid of determining on the fide of 
envy or cruelty. The privileges of education fifiay 
ibmetimes be improperly bellowed, but I (hall al^r 
ways fear to v^th-hold them left 1 (hould be yields 
ing to the iiiggeftions c^ pride, while I perfuade 
myfelf that I am following the maxims of policy^ 
and under the appearance of falutary reftraints^ 
Jkould be indulging tlie !uft of dominion, and that 
malevolence ^ which delights in feeing others de^ 
prefix. 

Pope's dodrine is at laft exhibited in a com^ 
fiibn, which, like other prools of the fame kind^ i» 
better adapted to delight the fancy than coinrinct 
the feafon« 

^ Thus the uniyerfe refemblcs a large and well-rer 
^ gulated fitmily, in which all the officers and iervantt, 
^ and tfcn the domeftick animals, are fubfervient to 
^ each other in a proper fubordination : each eiyoy^ 
^ the privileges and perquifites peculiar to his placQ» 
*•* and at the fame time contributes by that juft fub- 
*' ordination to the magnificence and happineis of 
••^e whole.*' 

The magniAeence of a houfe is of ufe or pkafuit^ 
idwayi to the mafter, and femetimes to the domei^ 
ticks. But the magnificence of the uoiverfe add^ 

nothing 
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AotWflg to the Supreme Being ; for any p«rt of iff in- 
habtttants with which human knowledge is fi€qudnte J, 
an umverfe much lefs fpacious or (ptendid would have 
been fufficient ; and of happintfs it does, not appe4t 
that any is conmiunicated from the beii^ of a loWe^ 
ViCfrld to thofe of a higher* 

The Enquiry after the Caufe of natural Evil is coil- 
tinased in the third Ziietter, in which, as in the former^ 
there is mixture of borrowed truth, and native foily, 
of fome notions juil and trite, with pthers unconimon 
ind ^diculous. 

His opinion of the value and importance of bap« 
pmefe is certainly juft, and I (hail infer£ it, not that i( 
^1 give ^ny information to any reader, but it may 
ferre t<^ (hew how the moft comnK>ii notion t<iay be 
fwelled in found, and diffufed in bulk, it& it (hilll per^ ' 
hiips aftoniOi the author hi^felf. 

" Ha|)pin€fs is the only thing of real value ill e«-« 
** iftence ; neither riches, rior power, n6r wifdom. Mi 
** learning, iior ftreiigtb, nor beauty, nor virtue, not 
" reH^Af not even' li^e itfelfj being of any importance^ 
^ but as they contribute to its produ<^ion. All tliefe 
^ are in themfelves hc^ither good not evil : hap^pifieft 
** abiie is their great end, and they are definable only 
*^ as they tend to pr<«iOte it/' 

Siiccefa produces coiifldence. After fhiidifcOVfeiy 
<$f the value of bappineis^ he pr^eeds, without any 
diftnifl: of himfelf, to tell us What has to^m hid ft^M 
$k\ foroier enquirers. . 

" The true folution of this important queftion, {ti 
? lotfg and fo vainly fearched for by the pbilofophers 
«* «f all agefi* aad all cOtiiitii^^ I CAfed^ to be ^t laft n<f 

D 3 ^ more 
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f* more than -this, thjjt thefe real evils proceed fron* 
^* the fame fource ^s tbcrfe imaginary ones of imper* 
<^^ f<?6tion, before treated of, namely, from that fub* 
f* ordination, .without whiph no created fyftem can 
*' fubfift i all fubordination implying irapgrfjp(^ion, all 
" imperfeftion'Evil, and alj Evil fopic kind of incon-y 
*^- venieney or fufFering; fo th^t there muft be ps^rti- 
f ^ cular inconveniencie3 aQjd fufferings annexed to every 
f* particuli^r r^jik of gr^ated things by thg circum-r 
** fiances of things, and tb^ir modes of exiftence. 

" God indeed might have made v§ quite otheR 
f^ creatures, and placed us in a world quite differently 
^* conftituted i but th^n we had been no longer men, 
^* and whatever bein^ bad occupied our ftations in the 
^V univerfal fyftepi, thcy.njvifl; hjiyc beep liable to th^ 
** fame Inconveniences." 

In all this there is. nothing that can filenpe the en- 
quiries of curiofity, or calm the pertprbatiops of 
•d.oubt* Whether fubordinatiori implies imperfeftion 
fnay be difputed. The means rqfpeding themfelyes 
paay be as perfedl as thip end. The weed as a weed 
is Pojpfs perfeft than the oak as an oak. That im-- 
f^fi^m implies Evil, md EvU /Hf^^^Ugf h by no 
meariS; evident, Imp^rfedtiop may imply privative 
Evil, or the abfence of fopie good> bpt this priva- 
tion produces no fpiFeripg, but by the help of knbw- 
I(2dge«. An infant at the.hjreaft is yet an imperfe(5t, 
©an, but there is np reafpn for belief that he is un- 
happy by his immaturity, unlefs fqme pofitive pain b^. 
Superadded. ; . 

f yVhen this author prefumcs to (peak, of the.upi*r 
fertpi I wojjW advifc bipa a littfe to diftrvft his own^ 
; : ' faculties. 
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^ulties, however large and comprebenfive. Manjr 
words cafily underftooJ on common occafion, become, 
uncertain and figurative when applied to the works of 
Omnipotence. Subordination in human affairs is 
well underftood ; but when it is attributed to the uni*' 
verfal fyftem, its meaning grows lefs ^certain, like the 
petty diftindtions of locality, which are of good ufe 
vpon our own globe, but have no meaning with re- 
gard to infinite fpace, in which nothing is high or low. 

That if .man, by exaltation to a higher nature,' 
were exempted from the evils which he now fuffers, 
fome other being mud fufier them s that if man* 
were not man, fome other being mud be man, is ^ 
pofition arifing from his e(Ubli(hed notion of the 
fcale of being. A notjoti to which Pope has given 
ibme importance by adopting it, and of which I 
have therefore endeavoured to (hew the uncertainty 
and inconfiftency. This fcale of being I have de- 
monftrated to be raifed by prefumptuQUS imagina- 
tion, to reft on nothing at the bottom, to lean on 
nothing at the ' top, and to have vacuities from ftep 
to ftep through which any order oS being may fink 
into nihility without any inconv(?pience, isk f^r ^ we 
can judge, to the next rank above Of hcldW it. 
We are therefore little enlightened by » writer who 
tells U8» that any being in the Oiat; pf man muft 
iuifer what man fufier^^ when th|; oqiy queflion that 
Inquires to be refoived is. Why ^y bping is in this 
ftate? 

Of poverty and labour he gives juft and elegant 
leprefentations, which yet do not remove the diffi- 
culty of the firft and £unditment4 q\^on, thoughr 
> D4 fuppofing 
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ftipq[Ming tHe pricfeot ftatc of man neceffary, they may 
fopply fopje motives to content. 

** Poverty is what all could not poffibly have beenf 
^ exempted from, not only by reafon of the fluftuat^ 
^ ing imture of ,httman poffeffions, but becaufe ther 
*? world couM not fubfift without it ; for had all been' 
^ rich, none ccKild have fubmitted to the commands 
^* of another, or the neceffa!|y drudgeries of lifej 
**. thence all governments muft have been diffolved, 
** arts negleAedy and lands uncultivated, and fo an 
^f univcrfal penuty have overwhelmed all, inftead of 
V now and then pinching a few. Hence, by the by^ 
^ appeaw the great excellence of charity, by which? 
^ men are enabled by a particukr diftribution? of the 
^ bleffiogs and enjoyments of life, on proper occafiensy 
^ to prevent that poverty which by a general one« 
** Omrripotence itfelf could ;T*ever have prevented : fo 
^ that, by inforcing this dtoty, God as it were de- 
*'* mauds our affiftance to pi'^toofe univerfal bappi-- 
^ ncis, and to (hut out mifery. ati<ivery door, where il 
*^ ftrives to intrude itfeJf. 

; " Labotrr, indeed^ G6d might eafily have e*** 
*f ctvfed us frotft^, finee at hh command the eirth* 
*.* would resldiiy have poured forth all • her treafurerf 
*^ without o%ir inconfiderable affiftaAce : but if the 
*^ fevefcft labour caiinot fufficieritly fubdue the rha-» 
^ ligftity of human nature, what plots and ftiachi-' 
^ nations,, y^hit Warsj rapine, and devaftation, what 
" profligacy and licentioufnefs, muft have been th0 
^ coirfequences of univerfal idlenefs ! fo that labour 
** ought c9>ly to be l6oke<! upon as a talk kindly 
'^ ilBpiofcd; pfoti \j»' by 6ef iiidtil|ent Creator, nev 
, . . . ^^ ceflary 
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*? ceflary to preferve oar health, our fa&ty^ and ouf 
" innocence." 

I am afraid that the latter end of hh conrmwtWBaltk 
forgets the beginning. If God could eafily have ex€ufed 
Hsfrotn labour J I do not comiM^ehend why he coidd not 
foffibly have exempted all from poverty. For poverty, 
in its cafier and more tolerable degree, is little more 
than neceffity of labour^; and in its more (eyere and 
deplorabler date, little more than inability for labour* 
To be poor is to work for others, or to want the 
fuccour of others without work. And the f^me exu- 
berant fertility which would make work unneceflary, 
might make poverty impoffible. 

Surely a man who feems not completely mafter of 
his own opinion, (hould have fpoken more cautioufly 
rf Omnipotence, nor have prefumed to fay \Khat it 
co^fctld perform, or what it could prevent. I am in 
doubt whether thofe who ftand higheft in the fcale of 
bein^ fpeak thus confidently of the difpenfations of their 
Alaker: 

For fool9 mih ia» where angeb fear ta tread. 

Of our inquietudes of mind his account is ftill lefs 
reafonable. " Whilft men are injured, they muft bo 
" inflamed with anger i and whilft they fee cruelties, 
" they muft be melted "with pity ; whilft they perceiva 
** danger, they muft be fenfiblc of fear." This is to 
give a reafon for all Evil, by ftiewing that one Evil 
produces another. If there is danger there ought to 
tfe fear ; but if fear is an Evil, why ftiould there be 
danger? His vindication of pain is of the fame kind : # 
paiQ is yfeful to alarxu US| that we may (hun greater 

evils. 
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evils, but thofe greater evils muft be prefuppofcd, that 
the fitnefs of pain may appean 

Treating on death, he has exprefled the known and 
true doftrine with fprightlineCs of fancy, and neatnefs of 
di£tion* . I (hall therefore infert it. There are truths 
which, as they are always neceffary, do not grow ftale 
by repetition. 

" Death, the laft and moft dreadful of all Evils, is 
•* fo far from being one, that it is the infallible cure for 
** all others^ 

To die, IS landing on fbrtie filent (horc. 

Where billows never beat, nor tempcfts roar. 

Ere well we feel the friendly (Irokc, 'tis o'er. Gakth, 

•* For, abftraded from the ficknefs and fufferings 
" ufually attending it, it is no more than the ex- 
" piration of that term of life God was pleafed to 
" beftow on us, without any claim or mferit on our 
*• part. But was it an Evil ever fo great, it could 
" not be remedied but by one much greater, which 
" is by living for ever; by which means our wick* 
•* ednefs, unreftrained by the profpeft of a future 
** ftate, would grow fo infupportable, our fufferings 
" fo intolerable by perfeverance, and our pleafures 
•^ fo tirefome by repetition, that no being in the 
** univerfe could be fo completely miferable as a 
" fpecies of immortal men. We have no reafon, 
** therefore, to look upon death as an Evil, or to 
" fear it as a puniftiment, even without any fuppo- 
^' fition of a future life i but if we confider it as a ^ 
**^ paffage to a more perfeft ftate,- or a remove only « 
P in an eternal fucccffion of ftill*improving ftatcs. 
^ '' (for 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FRE.E ENQUIRY, &c. 4$ 

^? (far which we hayc the ftrongeft rcafons) it Will 
?* then appear a new favour from the divine munifi-r 
*' jcence ^ and a man inufl be as abfurd to repine at 
?* dying, as a travpUer would be, who propofed to 
•* himfelf a delightful tour though various unknown 
*^ countries, to lament that he cannot take up his 
^^ refidence at the firft dirty ii^n which }ie baits at oa 
" the road. 

" The inftability of human life, or of the changes 
f * of its fucceflive periods, of which we fo frequently 
** complain, are no more than the noceflary prpgrefs 
" of it jto this neceflary conclufion j and are fo far 
^^ from being Evils deferving thefe coaq)laints, tha( 
** they are the fource of our greateft pleafures, as 
" they are the fourte of all novelty, from which our 
" greateft pleafures are ever derived. The con- 
?^ tinual fucceifion of feafons in the human life, by 
*f daily prefenting to ps new fcenes, render it agree- 
f* ^ble, and Jike thpfe of the year, afford us delights 
" by their cbarjge, which the chpiceft of them could 
^f not give us by thpir continuance. In the fpring of 
^' life, the gilding of the fun- (hine, the verdure of the 
•' fields, and the variegated paintings of the iky, are 
*J fo cxquiQje in the .eyes of infants at their firft 
** looking abroad ii^to a new world, as nothing per- 
f* haps afterwards can equal. Tbje heat and vigour 
'• of the fucceeding fufntner of youth ripens for us 
** new pleafures, the blooming maid, the nightly revel, 
f* and the jovial chace : the ferene autumn of com* 
^^ plete manhood feafts us with the golden harvefts 
" of our worldly purfuits : nor is the hoary winter of 
f< t>ld age deftitute of its pec^iliaf comforts and en«# 
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*« joymeritsi, of whkh the reCoH^ian aficd relation of 
^ tbofe {)aft ^t6 perhaps none of the leaft ; and at lafl 
•* death openi to us a new profpeft, from whence 
** we fhall probably look back upon the diverfions 
** and occtipatibns of this world with the fame con- 
•* tempt we do now on our tops and hobby-horfes, 
** and with the fame furprife that they could ever fd 
•* much entertain or engage us,'* 
• I would not willingly detraA from the beauty of 
this paragraph ; and in gratitude to him who has 
fb well inculcated fuch important truths, I will ven- 
ture to ddmfoniih him, fince the chief comfort of tho 
dW is the recdleAioti of the paft, fo to employ his 
time and his thoughts, that when the imbecility of 
age (hall cotoe upon him, he may be able to recreate 
hs languors by th^ i^membrance of hours fpent, not 
iti prefurtiptuous derifions, but modeft enquiries, not 
m dogmatical limitations of Omnipotence, but in 
humble ac^uiefcenc« and fervent adoration. Old age 
IftHl (hew him that much of the book now before us 
has no other ttk than to perpkx the {crapulous, and 
to (bake the Weak, to entourage impious ptefumption, 
#f ftimulate idle curiofity. 

Having thus difpatched the'confideration of par- 
ticular evilSj he com<js at hft to a general reafori 
for which Evil may bo faid to be oUr Good. He 
IS of opinioii that there is fome inconceivable be* 
nefit in pain abftradedly confidercd ; that pain how- 
cttr inflifted, or wherever felt, communicates fome 
good to the general fyft^m of being, and that every 
*nimrf is fome Wsty or other the better for the pain 
cf every oth^t animaT This <:^inion he carries- fo 
' .« . ^ far 
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fiwp as to fuppofc that there paffi» feme principle of 
uaioa through all siAtt^l life^ as attradion is cobX'^ 
municated to all corporeal nature; and that the Evils 
(uffered on this globe, may by fome inconceivabhr 
means contribute to the felicity of the inhabitants (rf 
the remoteft planet. 

How the Origin of Evil is brought msLver to 
human conception by any inconceivable means, I am 
not able to difcover. We bcUeved that the prefent 
fyftem of creation was right, though vv^ could not cXt 
plain the adaptation of one part to the otlier, or for 
the whole fucceffion of caufes and conieqoencea. 
Where has this enquirer^added to the little ksiojulodge 
that w^ had before ? He has told us of the benefits of 
Evil, whicli no man feels, and relations bctwcca di(i 
tant parts of the rniiverfe^ which be caoBothimfelf 
conceive. There was enough in this queftion iacon- 
ceivable before, and we have little advantage ft<ya^ a 
new inconceivable folution# 

I do npt mean to reproach this author fof ^not 
Icnowing what is equally hidden from learning and 
from ignorance. The (bame is to impofe words 
for ideas upon ourfelves or others. To imagine 
that we are going forward when we are opiy turning 
round. To think that there is any differeiKe be- 
iweeii ham that gives no rcafon» and him that gives 
a. reafo^v which by his own coofeffion cannat be 
conceived. . 

But that he may not be thought to conceive 

nothing but things inconceivable, he has at lafl: 

thought on a way by which human fufibrings may 

f)roduce good .efibfts. He imagines that as we have 

* not 
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not only animals for food, but choofe fotAt for our 
diverfion, the fame privilege may be allowed tor 
ibme beings above us, who may deceive, tormenty or 
iefiroy us for the ends only of their own pleafure of 
Utility^ This he again finds impoffible to be con- 
ceived, but that impqffibility lejfens not the probahility 
cf the conjedurey which by analogy is fo firongly con-- 
firmed^ 

I cannot refift the temptation of contemplating 
this analogy, which I think he might have carried 
further, very much to the advantage of his argument. 
He might have (hewn that thefe hunters whoje game is 
majn have many fports analogous to our own. As we 
drown whelps and kittens, they amufe tbemfelves now 
and then with finking a (hip, and fland round the 
fields of Blenheim or the walls diPrague^ as we encircle 
a cock-pit. As we (hoot a bird flying, they take a 
man in the midft of his bufinefs or pleafure^ and 
knock him down with an apoplexy. Some of thern^ 
perhaps, are virtuo(i, and delight in the operations of 
an'afthma, as a human pbilofopher intheeffeds of 
the air-pump. To fwell a man with a tympany is as 
good fport as to blow a frog. Many a merry bout 
have thefe frolick beings at the vici(fitudesof an ague; 
and good fport it is to fee a man tumble with an epi« 
lepfy, and revive and tumble again, and all this he 
knows not why. As they are wifer and more power* 
ful than we, they have more exquifite diverfions^ 
for we have no way of procuring any fport fo brifk 
and fo lafting, as the paroxyfms of the gout and 
ilone, which . undoubtedly mufi: make high mirth, 
efpecially if the play be a little diverfified with the 

blunders 
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blunders and puzzles of the blind arid deaf* Wa 
know not how far their fphere of obfervation may 
extend. Perhaps now and then a merry being may 
place himfelf in fuch a fituation as to enjoy at once all 
the varieties of an epidemical difeafe, or amnfe his 
leifure with tlie toffings and contortions of every pof^* 
fible pain exhibited together. 

One fport the merry malice of thefe beings has 
found means of enjoying to which we have nothing 
equal or fimilar. They now and then catch a mor- 
tal proud of his parts, and flattered either by the 
fubmiffion of thofe who court his kindnefs, or the 
notice of thofe who fuffer him to court theirs. A 
tead thus prepared for the reception of falfe opi- 
nions, and the projection of vain defigns, they eafily 
.fill with idle notions, till in time they make their 
plaything an author : their firil diverfion commonly 
begins with an ode or an epiflle, then rifes perhaps 
to a political irony, and is at laft brought to its 
lieight, by a treatife of philofophy. Then begins 
the poor animal to entangle himfelf in fophifms, 
and flounder in abfurdity, to talk confidently of the 
fcale of being, and to give folutions which himfelf 
confefles impoffible to be underftood. Sometimes^ 
iiowever, it happens that their pleafure is without 
much mifchief* The author feels no pain, but 
while they are wondering at the extravagance of his 
opinion, and pointing him out to one another as a 
new example of human folly, he is enjoying his own 
applaufe, and that of his companions, and perhaps 
is ielevated with the hope of ftanding at the head of 
ancwfea. 
. . Many 
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Maoy of the books wbich now croud the worlds 
may be juftly fuipeded to be ,writtea for the fake 
of£>tne kwi&foleorder of beiiigs, for furely they are 
pf no uie to any of the corporeal inhabitaats of the 
wcxrld^ Of the pi:odu&io]is of the laft bounteous 
yeai;, how many can be faid to fervc any purpofe ot 
ufe or pleafure ? The only end of writiog is to enabJe 
the readers better to enjoy life, or better to endve it : 
ynd how wU either of thofe be put more in our 
power tby him who tells us that we are puppets, <^ 
which fame creature not nvuch wifer than ourfelves 
manages the wires. That a let of beings unfeen and' 
unheard, are hovering about us, trying experiments 
upon our fenfibility, putting us in agonies to fee our 
limbs quiver, torturing us to madnels, that they may 
laugh at our vagaries, fometinies obftrudting the bile^ 
that they may . fee how a man looks when he is yel>- 
low; fometimes breaking a tmvdler's bones to try 
how he will get home; fometimes waftii^ a man to 
a fiieleton, and fometimes killing him fat for t^e 
greater elegance of his hide. 

This is an account of natural Evil, which 
though, like the reft, not quite new, is very en* ' 
tectainifig, though I know not faow mikh it axxf 
contribute to patience. The only reafon why we 
ihould contemplate Evil is, that we may bear it 
better; and I am afraid nothing is much m(ne 
placidly endured^ for the fake of making otikcts 
fport. 

The firft pages of the fourth Letter are fudi s 
incline me both to hope and wiih that I ^alliiBd 
nothing to blame in the fucceeding part^ Heoffias 

a cri- 
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a criterion of afhion, on account 6f virtue and vice, 
for which I have often contended, and which muft be 
embraced by all who are willing to know why they 
aft, or why they forbear to give any reafon of their 
conduA to thcmfelves or others. 

*' In order to find out the true Origin of moral 
" Evil, it will be ncccflkry, in the firft place, to 
** enquire into its nature and eflence ; or what it is 
" that conftitutes one aftion evil, and another good. 
" Various have been the opinions rf various au- 
" thors on this criterion of virtue ; and this va- 
** riety has rendered that doubtful, which muft 
** otherwife have been clear and manifeft to the 
«* mcaneft capacity. Some indeed have denied 
" that there is any fudi thing, becaufe different 
" ages and nations have entertained different fen- 
** timcnts concerning it : but this is juft as reafon- 
" able as to affert, that there are neither fun, moon, 
" nor ftars, becaufe aftronomers have fupported dif- 
" ferent fyftems of the motions and magnitudes of 
" thefe celeftial bodies. Some have placed it in 
•• conformity to truth, ibme to the fitnefs of things, 
" atid others to the wiil of God. But all this is 
** merely fuperficial : they refolve us not why truth, 
** or the fitnefs of things, are cither eligible or obli- 
** gatory, or why God Ihould require us to aft in 
** PM manner rather thin another. The trueVeafoli 
" of which can poffibly be no other than this, bc- 
" caufe fome aAions produce happinefs, and others 
" mifery : fo that all moral Good and Evil are no- 
** thing more thait the produftion of natural. This 
" alone it is that makes truth preferable to falfchood, 
^* this that determines the fitnefs of things, and this 

Vol. VIII. E • " that 
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*f that induces God to command fdmc adioris, and 
*^ forbid others. They who extol the truth, beauty, 
" and harmony of virtue, exclufive of its. confe- 
" quences, deal but in pompous nonfenfe; and 
" they who would perfuade us, that Good and 
*5 Evil are things indifferent, depending wholly oa 
^f the will of God, do but confound the nature of 
" things, as well as all our notions of Gcki himfelf, 
" by reprefentiftg him capable of 'willing contra- 
^* didions ; that is, that we Hiould be, and be 
** happy, and at the fame time that we (hould tor- 
1* ment and deftroy each other ; for injuries cannot 
t* be made benefits, pain cannot be made pleafure, 
^* and confequehtly vice cannot, be made virtue by 
f* any power whatever. It ^is the confequences, 
^* therefore, of all human adioris that muft flamp 
^* their value. So far as the general pradice of any 
f\ adion tends to produce good, and introduce hap- 
" pinefs into the world, fo far we may pronounce 
.". it virtuous ; fo much Evil as it occafions, fuch is 
.*^ the degree of vice it contains. 1 fay the general 
,** pradice, becaufe we muft always remember, in 
•** judging by this, rule, to apply it only to the ge- 
," neral fpecies of adions, and not to particular 
-•* adions j for the infinite wifdom of God, defirous 
.*' to fet bounds to the deftrudive confequences 
/' which muft otherwifc have followed from the 
** univcrfal depravity of mankind, has fo wonder- 
" fully contrived the nature of things, that our moft 
• " vicious adions : may fometimes accidentally and 
" collaterally produce good. Thus, for inftance, 
.V robbery may difperfe ufelefs hoards to the benefit 
^**of the publicki adultery may bring heirs and 
: . • «4 good 
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1 •* good h\imcmr too into many families, where they 
•* would otherwife have been wanting; and mur- 
•* der free the world from tyrants and oppreflbrs. 
** Luxury maintains its thoufands^ and vanity its 
" ten thoufands. Superftition and arbitrary power 
" contribute to the grandeur of many nations, and 
** the liberties of others arc prcfervcd by the per- 
" pctual contentions of avarice, knavery, felfifh*- 
** nefs^ and ambition^ and thus the worft of vices^ 
'* and the worft of men, are often compelled by 
** Providence to ferve the moft beneficial purpofes, 
*^ contrary to their own malevolent tendencies and 
" inclinations ; and thus private vices become publick 
** benefits, by the force only of accidental circuih^ 
'* ftanccs. But this impeaches not the truth of the 
** criterion of virtue before mentioned, the only folid 
V foundation, Onwhich any true fyftem of ethicks caa 
•* be builti the only plain, fimple, and uniform rule by 
^ which we can pafs any judgment on our. actions j 
" but by this we may be enabled, hot only to deter- 
^ mine which are Good, and which are Evil, but al- 
" moft miith^matically to dcmonftrate the proportioa 
•^ of virtue or vice which belongs to each, by com* 
** paring thefti with the degrees of happinefs or mifery 
" which thdy occafion. But though the produ(9:ionL 
" of happinefs is the effence of virtue, it is by no 
*/ means the end j the great end is the probation of 
•* mankind, or the giving them an opportunity of 
" exalting or degrading themfelves in anothet ftate 
•' by their behaviour in the prefent. And thus in- 
" deed it anfwers two mgft important purpofes;, 
*f thofe are the confervation of our happinefs, and 
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** the feft of our obedience; or had hot fuch d; tell 
*^ feemed neceffary to God*s infinite wifdorri, ^nd 
** produ(Sive of univerfal good, he would never hav^ 
" permitted the happinefs of men, even in this life^ to 
^' have depended oh fo precarious a tenure, as tHeit 
^^ mutual good behaviour to each other. For it ii 
*^ obfervable, that he who beft knows our formation, 
•* has trufted no one thing of importance to our rtiC- 
•^ fonor virtue : he trufts only to our appetites for thd 
^ fupport of the inidividual, and the continuahcA of 
<* our ipecies ; to our vanity or compalfidn, for out 
^^ bounty to others ; and to Our fears, for the prtfervi- 
** tiori of ourfelves ; often to our vices for the ftipport 
^ of government, and fometimes to our follies for thd 
^* prefervation of oiir religion. But (ince Tome teft of 
^ our obedience was neceflary, nothing fure could havii 
^ been commanded for that end Co fit atid projier, 
" and at the fame time fo ufeful, as the pr^dtice of 
" virtue : nothing could have been fo jiiftly ndwardefl 
" with hapjiiriefs, as the produdtion of Hii^lntfs \ti 
^ cdnformity to the will of God. It is thi^ conformity 
" alone whith adds merit to virtu^j Snd conftitutes 
^ the dffential difference betweiii rnfoMlity and reli- 
*'* gioil. Morality bblfgei mfeh tdllvfe'botteftly and 
** foberly, becaufe fuchbfciiavteiuf is ftidfft (tofiducivto 
^ to publick happinrfs; ^n^ cohfequfehtly to theii: 
** own ; religion, to purfac the feitie coerft, becauftr 
" conformable to the will of their Gr^atdr. 'Morality 
** induces thfcih to embrace virtiife fibm prudential 
*'^ xronfideratrdns j r^pligidn from thoft of gfetlttide ahcf 
« obedience; Morality ther^re, entirely abffraftftd 
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'^ from religion, can have ixothiog meritorious in- it; 
*^ it being but wlfdom, prudence, or good ceconpaiyi 
" wjiicfc lijce health, beauty, or riches, are rather obli- 
" g^tipns conferred upon us by God, than merits in us 
" towards :him J for though we may be juftlypuniflied 
*' fpr injuring ourfelves, we can claim no reward for 
** felf-prefervatioji ; as fuicide deferves punifhment and 
^* ip&myj but a man deferves no reward or honours 
" for not being guilty of it. This I take to be the 
^* meaning of all thofe paflages in our Scriptures, in 
^* which works are reprefented to have no merit with- 
** out faith 5 that is*, not without believing injiiftprical 
** fads, in creeds, and articles ; but without being 
^ done in purfiiance of our belief in God, and in obe- 
" dience to his commands. And now, having men- 
^* tioned Scripture, I cannot omit obferving, that the 
" Chriftian is the only religious or moral inftitution 
.*^ in the world, that ever fet in a right light thefe two 
" .material points, the effence and the end of virtue 
** that ever founded the one in the produdion of hap- 
>* pmefs, that is, in univerfal benevolence, or, in their 
^* language, charity to all men; the other, in the pro- 
" ibatipn of .man, and his obedience to his Creator. 
-" Sublime and magnificent as was the philofophy of 
" the ancients, all their moral fyftems were deficient 
•** in thefe two important articles. They were all 
^ built on the fandy foundations of the innate beauty 
" of virtue, or enthufiaftick patriotifm; and their 
" great point in view w^s the contemptible reward of 
** human glory ; foundations which were by no means 
^ abk to Support the magnificent Jlruftures which 

ES r they 
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" they erefted upon them ; for the beauty of virtue,^ 

** independent of its efFefts, is unmeaning nonfenfe f 

*' patriotifm, which injures mankind in general foi:- 

** the fake of a particular country, is but a more 

V extended felfifl^nefs, and reatly criminal: and all 

** human glory but a mean and ridiculous delufion. 

" The whole affair then of religion and morality, 

*^ the fubjeft of fo many thoufand volumes^ is,- in 

«^ fhort, no more than this*, the Supreme Being, in-. 

" finitely good, as well as powerful, defirous to dif-, 

" fufe happinefs by all poflible means, has created 

« innumerable ranks and orders of beings, all fubfer- 

« vient to each other by proper fubordination. One 

" of thefe is occupied by man, a creature endued 

** with fuch a certain degree of knowledge, realbn, 

•« and free-will, as is fuitable to his fituation, and 

" placed for a time on this globe as in a fchool of 

*^ probation and education. Here he has an oppor- 

** tunity given him of improving or debafing his na- 

-*^ ture, in fuch a manner as to render himfelf fit for a 

« rank of higher perfedion and happinefs, or to de- 

« grade himfelf to a ftate of greater imperfedlion and 

«^ mifery ; neceffary indeed towards carryJhg on the. 

" bufinefs of the univerfe, but very grievous and bur- 

f* thenfome to thofe individuals, who, by their own 

« mifcondu<5V, are obliged to fubmit to it. The teft of 

<* this his behaviour, is doing good, thai is, co-operat- 

' ^* ing with his Creator, as far as his narrow fpherc of 

" aftion will piermit, in the produAion of happinefs. 

M And thus the happinefs and mifery of a future ftate 

M will be the juft rewar.d^or puniflimepit of promoting 

« or preventing happinefs in this. So artificially by 

" this 
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** this means is the nature of all human virtue and 
** vice contrived, " that their rewards and punifti- 
" ments are woven as it were in their very eflence 5 
" their immediate efFefts give us a foretafte of their 
" future, and their fruits in the prefent life are the 
** proper fample$ of what they muft unavoidably 
*^ produce in another. We have reafon given us to 
" diftinguifh thefe confequences, and regulate our con- 
" duft ; and, left that ftioyld negleft its poft, con- 
** fcience alfo is appointed as an inftinftive kind of 
** monitor, perpetually to remind us both of our inr 
" tereft and our duty." 

Sijic omnia dixijfet ! To this account of the effence 
of vice and virtue, it is only n?cefliry to add, that 
the confequences of human adtions being fometimes 
uncertain, and fometimes remote, it is not poflible in 
many cafes for moft men, nor in all cafes for any 
man to determine what anions will ultimately pro- 
duce happinefs,. and therefore it was proper that r^- 
velation (hould lay down a rule to be followed in* 
variably in oppofition to appearances, and in every 
change of circumftances, by which we may be 
certain to promote the general felicity, and be fet free 
from the dangerous temptation of doing Evil that Good, 
may come. 

Becaufe it may eafily happen, and in efFcft will 
happen very frequently, that our own private hap- 
pinefs may be promoted by an a6t injurious to 
othen, when yet no man can be obliged by nature 
to prefer ultimately the happinefs of others t6 his 
own ;, therefore, to the inftruftions of infinity wif- 
dom it was necef&ry that infinite power (hould add 
|)enal fandtions, That every man tq whom thofe 

£ 4 inftrudions 
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jnftrudtions flull be imparted may Koow that be can 
^levcr ultimatdy injure hiiliifelf by benefiting others-, 
or ultimately by injuring others benefit bimfelf j but 
that however the Jot of the good and bad may be 
huddled together in the feeming cx)nftjfion <if our pre* 
fent ftate, the time fhall undoubtedly come, when the 
xnoft virtuous will be moft happy. 

I uxn forry that the remaining part of this Letter is " 
«ot equal to the firft. Tlie author has indeed <en- 
gaged in a difquifition in Which we need not wonder 
if he fails, in the folution of queftions on which 
philofophers have employed their abilities from the 
caxJiefl: times, 

Ahd found no end, in wand'ring mazes loft. 

He denies that maai was created per/eS^, becaul? 
the fyftem requires fubordination, and becaufe th? 
power o£ lofing his perfedion, of rendering himfeff 
wicked and tniferable^ is ike iighefi imperfe^im imagine 
4iHe. Belides, Ithe regular gradations of the fcale of 
beimg requined^fomewhere fuiJi a creature as man ipitb 
i$M his nfirmiiies abmt him^ and the total remoiual of th(^€ 
^vmld ie alteritig bis nature^ ^nd when he became perfeSt 
he mt/i ceafe tb be man. 

I have already fpent fome confiderations on the 
Jcakfff being, bf which yet I am obliged to rcftew 
the mention whenever a jaew argument is made to 
reft uppn it J -wd \ mtift therefore again Temark|_ 
that confeqiuenccfs cannot have greater certaintythan 
the poftulalte from which tbey ace 'drawn, and that 
no fyftem can be more hypothetical than this, and 
perhaps jao hypothefc more abfurd. 

4 He 
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He ^ain deceives himfelf with rcfped to the 
perfedion with which mmt i^ held to be originally 
vefted. ^hat man came perfeEly that isj endued with 
all poffible perfeaim^ out ef the hands of Ms Creator^ 
is a faife notion^ derived from the philofophers.^ — The 
Wirverfal fyflem required fubordinatmy and confequently 
tomparaiive imperfection. That man was ever endued 
Viiti all poffiHe ^erfeSion^ that is, with all perfedtioa 
of which the idea is not contradidory or deltradivd 
of itfelf, as uadoubtedly fdfe. But it can hardly 
be called a falfe ntxtim^ becaufe no man ever thought 
k, nor can it be derived from the philofophers ^^ for 
without pretending to guefs tvhat philofophers he 
«iay mean^ it is very fafe to affirm, that no philo* 
ii^her ev^ faid it. Of thofe w1k> now maintain 
that man was once peifed, who may veiy cafily be 
£>und, let the author enquire whether man was 
ever omnifcient, wheth^ he was ever omnipotent, 
whether he ever had even the lower power of arch^ 
angds XMT angels. Their anfivers will foon inform 
him, that 'the iuppofed perfedion oiman was not ab* 
folute, •'but cefpedive, that he was perfed in a ienfe 
confident ^enough with fubordination, perfed, not as 
cottpar^d with different beings, but with himfelf in 
his prefent degeneracy ; not perfed, as an ai^el, but 
perfed as man. 

JRwrn Hhis perfedon, whatever it was, he thinks 
k necei£iry that man (hould be debarred, becaufe 
pain is neceffiuy'to the good of the umverfe ; and 
the pain c^ one order ot beings extending its falu-» 
taiy infiuenec >to innumerable orders above and be^^ 
l»v, k was ^eceifary that man (hould fufibr ; but 

becaufe 
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l:>ecaufe it is not fuitable to juftice that' pain (hould be 
inflided on innocence, it was neceflary that man Ihould 
be criminaL 

This is given as a fat isfaftory account of the Ori-^ 
ginal of moral Evil, which amounts only to this, that 
God created beings whofe guilt he foreknew, in order 
that he might have proper ohjeds of pairij^ becaufe the 
pain of part is, no man knows how or why, neceffary 
to the felicity of the whole* 

The perfeftipn which man once had, may be fo 
cafily conceived, that without any unufual ft rain of 
imagination we can figure its revival. AH the duties 
to God or man that are neglefted we may fancy per* 
formed .; all the crimes that are committed we may 
conceive forborn. Man will then be reftoxed to his 
moral perfedions, a^d into what he*d can it enter 
that by this change the univerfal fyftem would be 
fliaken,or the condition of any order of beings altered 
for the worfe ? 

He comes in the fifth Letter to political, and in the 
fixth to religious Evils. Of political Evil, if we fup- 
pofe the Origin of moral Evil difcovered, the account 
is by no means difficult : polity being only (he con- 
dud of immoral men in publick affairs. The Evils 
of each particular kind ,of government are very clearly 
and elegantly difplayed, and from their fecondaiy 
caufes very rationally deduced; but the firft caufe 
lies ftill in its ancient obfcurity. There is in this 
Letter nothing new, nor any thing eminently: inftruc- 
tive; one of his pradical dedudions, thdit Jrom go* 
vernment Evils cannot be eradicated^ and their excefs 
mtly can be preyentj^d^ h^s been always allowed;. the 
queftion upon which all difleniion arifes is, when that 

excels 
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txcefs begins, at what point men ftiall ceafc to bear, 
and attempt to remedy. 

Another of his precepts, though not new, wcH 
defervcs to be tranfcribed, becaufe it cannot be too 
frequently impreffed. 

" What has here been faid of their imperfeftions 
*' and abufes, is by no means intended as a defence 
** of them: every wife man ought to redrefs them 
** to the utmoft of his power ; which can be efFcfted 
" by one method only ; that is, by a reformation of 
** manners : for as all political Evils derive their ori- 
" ginal from moral, thefe can never be removed, 
" until thofe are firft amended. He, therefore, who 
" ftriaiy adheres to virtue and fobriety in his conduft, 
*' and enforces them by his example, do^s more I'eal 
*' fervice to a ftatc, than he who diiplaces a minifter, 
*' or dethrones a tyrant ; this gives but a temporary 
** relief, but that exterminates the caufe of the difeafc. 
" No immoi-al man then can poffibly be a true pa- 
•*' triot 'y and all thofe who profefs outr^eous zeal for 
;" the liberty and profperity of their country, and at 
. *' the fame time infringe her laws, aiFront her religion, 
^** and debauch her people, are but defpicable quacks, 
*^ by fraud or ignorance increafing Ijie diforders they 
" pretend to remedy." 

Of religion he has faid nothing but what he has 
learned, or might have learned from the divines; 
that it is not univerfal, becaufe it muft be received 
upon conviftion, and fuccefEvely received by thofe 
whom conviAion reached ; that its evidences and 
laaftions are not irrefiftible, becaufe it was intended 
>to induce, not to compel; and that it is obfcure, 

becaufe 
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Jhftcaiift wc want fecidties to comprdiend it. 'Whak 
he means by his afTertion, that it wants policy, I do 
mt w.eU undorflaiid ; he does not mean to deny that 
li good chriilian .will be a good governor, or a good 
fubjeit; and he has before juftly obferv^cl, that the 
good roan only is a patiiot. 

Religion has been, he fays, jcoriiipted by the wicked - 
^fs of thofe to whom it was communicated, and has 
jloft part of its efficacy by its connedtion with temporal 
iatereft.aqd hum^n paffion. 

He juftly obferves, that from all this, no conclufion 
can he drawn againft the divine original of chriiiian^ty, 
iince the objeftiqns arife not from the nature o£ 
the revelations but of him to whom it is qommuni^ 
jca^ted. 

All th^ is known, and all this is true ; but j^hy^^ 
mc h^ve nc* yet difcovered. Our author, if Lunderi 
Jftand him right, pucfues the argument thus : the 
jodigion .of man produces £;vils, becaufe the mora^ 
iity gfi man is imperfefl; his morality is^ imper* 
fe^l"^ that h^ may ;be juftly a fubjecSt of pimifliment : 
,he is made ifubjeft to punifhmervt becaufe the pain 
,©f pfttt is neceffary to the happinefs "of the whole} 
\pain is jQbeceiTary to hap{une(sD0 mortal can tell why 
or how. 

Thu?, ^ter iiaying clambered with great labour 
•from one .ftep of argumentation to another, inft^ad 
.of rifing into the light of knowledge, .we are de- 
voly^ed back into dark ^norance ; and all our eSa£t 
.ends in -belief, that for the Evils of life there is forae 
good xeaibn, and in confeffion, that the reafoh^can* 
j)Qt be found. This is .all that has been produced 

by 
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by the revival oiChryJippus*^ untradablenefs of matter, 
and the Arabian fcale of exiftence, A fyftem has been 
raifed, which is fo ready to fall to pieces of itfelf, that 
no great praife can be derived from its deftruftion. 
To objed is always eafy, and it has been well ob- 
ferved by a late writer, that the hand which cannot build 
4 hovelj may demoHJh a temple* • 

♦ New Praaice of Phyfick. 
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Fallitur, egregio quifqnis fub principe credit 

Servitiuin* nunquam Libertas gratior extat 

Quam fub Rege pio, Claupianvs. 
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THE 

FALSE ALARM. 

[1770.] 



I^NE of the chief advantages derived by the pre* 
^^ fent generation from the improvement and dif- 
fufion of philofophy, is deliverance from unnecefTary; 
terrours^ and exemption from falfe alarms. The un- 
ufual appearances^ whether regplar or accidental, which 
once fpread confternation over ages of ignorance, are 
now the recreations of inquifitive fecurity. The fua 
is ho more lamented when it is eclipfed, than when 
it fets; and meteors play their corufcations without 
prognoftick or prediction. 

The advancement of political knowledge may be 
expedted to produce in time the like efFefts. .Caufe- 
lefs difcohtent and feditious violence will grow left 
frequent, and lefs formidable, as the fcience of govern- 
ment is better afcertained, by a diligent ftudy of the 
theory of man. 

It is not indeed to be expedled, that phyCcal and 
political truth (hould meet with equal acceptance,, 
or gain ground upon the wprld with equal facility^ 
The notions of the naturalift find mankind in a ftatc 
of neutrality, or at worfl: have nbthing to encounter 
but prejudice and vanity 5 pfe^udice without malignity. 

Vol. VIIL F and 
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and vanity without intereft. But the poKtidan's ini«* 
provements arc oppofed by every paffion that can ex- 
clude conviftion or fupprefs it ; by ambition, by ava- 
rice, By hop{, afld by teitDur, bjr pubtick fadion, and 
private animoiity. 

It is evident, whatever be the caufe, that this nation, 
with alLits renown for fpecalation and for learning, 
h^ yet ^n?de little proficiency in civil wifdom. We 
are ftill (b much unacquainted with our own ftate, and 
io unfkilful in the purfuit of happinefs, that we (hud- 
der without danger, complain without grievances, and 
Aifibr our quiet to be difturbed, and our omimerce to 
be interrupted, by an oppofition to the governments 
fftifed only by intereft, and fupported only by clamour, 
lArhifch yet has fo far prevailed upon ignorance and 
timidity^ that m&nf fitvour it as n^fonable, and many 
dread it as powerful. 

What is urgpd by thofc who havfe been fo induftri* 
ous to fpread fufpicioo, and incite fury from one end 
of the kingdom to the other, may be known by pe« 
nifing the ^a^rs tiirhich have been at once prefenied 
m petitions to the king, and exhibited in print as 
remonilrantes to the people. ^ It may therefore not 
be improper to lay before the Publick the reflec- 
tions of i& man who cannot favour the dppofitidn, for 
he thinks it wicked, and cannot fear it, for he thinks 
it waak. 

The grievance which has produced all this tem- 
peil of butrage, the oppref&on in which all other op^ 
jnefiions dre mcluded, the invafion >ltrbicb has left us 
no pn)perty^ the alarm that f^erstno patriot i^ 
Atep in quiets is coinpriftd in a vote of the Houfe 

of 
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cf Commons, by which the freeholders of Middlefex 
are deprived of a BritotCs birth-right, reprefentation in 
parliament. 

They have indeed received the ufual writ of elec- 
tion, but that writ, alas! was malicious mockery; 
they were infulted with the form, but denied the 
reality, for there was one man excepted from their 
choice. 

Nm de «, neque cade^ nee veneno^ 
St J Us efi mihi de trihm capellis* 

The charafter of the man thus fiitally except<;d, I 
have no purpofe to delineate. Lampoon itfelf would 
<lifdain to fpeak ill of him of whom no man fpeaks 
well. It is fufficient that he is expelled the Houfe of 
Commons, and confined in jail as being legally con* 
vided of fedition and impiety. 

That this man cannot be appointed one of the 
guardians and counfellors of the church and ftatc, is 
a grievance not to be endured. Every lover of liber- 
ty Hands doubtful of the fate of pofterity, becaufe the 
chief county in England cannot take its reprefentative 
irom a jail. 

Whence Middlefex fhould obtain the right of being 
denominated the chief county, cannot eafily be dif- 
covered J it is indeed the county where the chief city 
happens to (land, but how that city treated the fa- 
vourite oi Middlefex^ is not yet forgotten. The county, 
us diftinguiflied from the city, has no claim to particu- 
lar confideration. 

That a man was in jail for fedition and impiety, 
would, I belifeve, have been within memory a fuffi- 
f lent reafon why he fhould not come out of jail a 

F 2 kgiflator. 
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legiflator. This reafon, notwithflanding the mut^ 
bility of fafliion, happens ftill to operate on the Houfe 
of Commons. Their notions, however ftrange, may 
be juftified by a common obfervation, that few are 
mended by imprifpnment, and that he . whofe crimes 
have made confinement neceffary, feldom makes any 
other ufe of his enlargement, than to do with greater 
cunning what he did before with lefs. 

But the people have been told with great confi- 
dence, that the Houfe cannot control the right of 
conftituting reprefentatives ; that he who can per- 
fuade lawful electors to chufe him, whatever be his 
charadter, is lawfully chofen, arid has a claim to a feat 
in parliament, from which no human authority caii 
depofe him. 

'. Here, however, the patrons of oppofition are in 
fome perplexity. They are forced to confefs, that 
by a train of precedents fufficient to eftablifli a cus- 
tom of parliament, the Houfe of Commons has ju- 
irifdidtion over its own members ; that the whole has 
power over individuals ; and that this power has beerl 
exercifed fometimes in imprifonment, and often in 
expulfion. 

That fuch power fhould refide in the Houfe of 
Commons in fome cafes, is inevitably neceffary, fined 
it is required by every polity, that where there is at 
poffibility of offence, there (hould be a poffibility of 
punifiimcnt. A member of the Houfe cannot be 
cited for his conduft in parliament before any other 
court ; and therefore, if the Houfe cannot punifli him, 
he may attack with impunity the rights jof the people, 
and the title of the king. 

this 
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' This exemption from the authority of other coufts- 
was, I think, firft eftablifhed in favour of the five 
members in. the long parliament. It is not to be 
confidered as an ufurpation, for it is implied in the' 
principles of goVernnient. If legiflative powers are 
not co-ordinate, they ceafe in part to be legiflative ;• 
aind if they be co-ordinate, they are unaccountable; 
for to whom muft that power account, which has no 
fuperiour? ' 

- The Hpufe of Commons is indeed diflbluble by the 
king, as the nation has of late been very clamoroully. 
teld'i but-wHileit fabfifts it is co-ordinate with the 
other powers, and this co-ordination ceafcs only wheia 
the Houfe by diffolution ceafes to fubfift. 

- As the particular reprefentatives of the people* 
are in their publick charader above the control of 
the courts of law, they maift be fubjedt to the jurif-* 
diftion of the Houfe-; and as the Hoiife, in the* 
exercife of its authority, can be neither directed nor: 
reftrained'i its own refolutions inuft be its laws, at 
lieaft, if there is no antecedent decifion of the whole . 
kgiilature. 

This privilege, not confirmed by any written law or; 
pofitive compaft, but by the Tefiftlefs power of polir - 
tical neceffity, they have exercifed, probably from-' 
their firft inftitution, but certainly, as their records, 
inform 'us, from the z^d of Elizabeth^ when they 
expelled a member* fpr derogating from their pri-* 
vileges. 

It may perhaps be doubted, whether, it was ori-' 
ginally neceffcfry, that this right of control and 
puoiftiment, (hould extend beyond offences in the 
exexcife of padi^meatary duty, fincc all other crimes^ 

F 3 are 
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sure cognizable by other courts. But they, who tre 
the only judges of their own rights, have exerted the 
power of expulfion on other occafions, and when 
wicked nefs arrived at a certain magnitude, have con* 
£dered an offence againfl: fociety as an offence againft 
the Houfe. 

They have therefore divefted notorious delinquents 
of their Icgillative charafter, and delivered them up 
to (hame or punifhment, naked and unprotefted> 
that they might not contaminate the dignity of par- 
liament. » 

It is allowed that a man attainted of felony can* 
not fit in Parliament, and the Commons probably 
judged, that not being bound to the forms of law, 
they might treat thefe as felons, whofe crimes were 
in their opinion equivalent to felony ; and that as a 
known felon could not be chofen, a man fo like a 
felcm, that he could not eafily be diftinguifhed, ought 
to be expcUed, 

The firft laws had no law to enforce them, the 
firft authority was conftituted by itfelf. The power 
exercifed by the Houfe of Commons is of this kind, 
a power rooted in the principies of government^ 
and branched out by occaional jMaftice ; a power 
which neceffity made juft, and precedents have made 
legal. 

It will occur that authority dius uncontrolable mayj^ 
ia times of heat and coriteft, be opprcffivdy and 
injurioufly exerted, and that he who fufFers injuftice, 
is without redrcfs, however innocent^ however mi- 
fcrable. 

The pofition is. true, but the ai^ument is ufelefs* 

The ComnaoAS mud be controlled, or be exempt 

8 from 
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from controL If they arc cxeaapt they m^^Y do iiyury 
wfaich cannot be tedidTed^ if tbey axe caatiTQlkd they 
are no longer l^iflative. 

If t^e poffibility of abufe he an argument ag^iinft m^ 

thority, no authority ever can be tftabjliibed ; if th? 
actual abufedeftroys its legality, these koo legal govern* 
ment now in the world. 

This power, which the Commons hav^ To long 
exercifed, they ventured to iiie onoe tnoi^e againft 
Mr. ff^i/kesy SLtkd on the 3d of February^ ^7^9* ^^ 
pelJed him the Houfe, for having prmted cmd pA^ 
Hfiied a fsditious lihe}^ and three objcene and impiims 
Ubels. 

If thefe imputations weoe juft, the jexpul£oQ sms 
Afirely feafonable ^ and t^at they were ju£t, the Houfe 
had leafon to determine^ as he hadxronfefled him&lft 
at the bar, the author of the libel which they term k- 
ditious, and was convided in the King's Bench of 
both the publications. 

But the freeholders of Middkfex were of another 
opihion« They ei£her thought him innocent, or 
were not offended % his guilt. When a writ was 
iffued for the eledion of a knight for Midd^ex^ in 
the room of John IVi^es^ Efiq; expelled the Houfe, 
his friends on the 6xteenth of February cholie him 
again. 

On the 17th, it was refolved, Mtf/ John Wiljces, 
Efq-, having been inthisjeffion of parliament expelled tke 
Houfe^ zvasy and isy incapable of being ele£led a member to 
ferve in this prefent parliament i 

As there ^was no other candidate, it was refolved, ek 
the fame time, that the eleftion d 4he* iixteenth was 
a void eledion. 

F4 The 
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The freeholders ftill continued to think that no 
Qthdr nian was fit to reprefent them, and on the 
fixteenth of March eledted him once more. Their ' 
refolulion was now fo well known, that no opponent 
ventured to appear . : 

* The Commons began to find, that power without 
materials for operation can produce qp eflfed. • They 
might maketlie eleftion void forever, but if no other 
candidate could be found, tlieir determination could 
only be neg^itive. Thej^ howeyer,,mj^^e yoid the iaft 
elcAion, and. ordered a new writ. , 

On . the thirteenth "bf April Was a new eledlio^i, at 
which Mr. Luiterel^ and others, offered themfelveJi 
•candidates. Every, method of intimidation was ufed, 
and fome- afts of violence were done.^p hinder Mf. 
X«//^r^/ from appearing. . He was not deterred, an4 
the poll was taken, which exhibited for, 

'Mr: fV'ilkes, * - " - II43 

•Mr. Lutterely - -. - G96 

The fheriff returned Mr. WMkes ; but the Hpufe, o^^ 
jiprr/' the fifteenth, determmed that IS/Iv. Luiterelw^ 
lawfully elefted. 

,• From this, d^y begun Jhe clan;iour which has con* 
iinued till now. Thofe who. had undertaken to op- 
pofe the miniftry, having no grievance of greater 
magnitude, endeavoured to fvyell this decifion into 
'butk, and diftort it into deformity, and then held it 
put to terrify ,thft nation. ^ 

Every artifice of feditipn has been fincc praftifed 
to. awaken difQoritent arid inflame indignation. The 
ipapers.of eyery day have been filled with exhorta- 
tions and menaces of faction. The madnefs has 
%\: ' " \ i ipread 
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i^read through all ranks and through both fexesj 
women and children have clamoured for Mr. IVilkes^ 
hpneft fimplicity has been cheated into fury, and only 
the wife have efcaped infedion. 

The greater part may iuftly be fufpefted of not be- 
lieving their own pofition, and with them it is not 
neceflary to difpute. They cannot^be convinced who 
are convinced already, and it is well known that they 
will not be aftiamed. 

The decifion, however, by \yhich the fmaller num- 
ber of votes was preferred to the greater, has perplexed 
the minds of fome, wliofe opinions it were indecent tq 
defpife, and who by their integrity well defervc.to have 
their doubts appeafed. 

Every diffufc and complicated queftion may be 
e:^amined by different methojds, upon different prin- 
ciples i and that truth, which is eafily found by one 
inveftigator, may be nii'ffed by another, equalJy honeft 
and equally diligent. 

Thqfq who inquire, whether a fmaller number of 
legal votes can eleft a reprefentative in oppofition to a 
greater, muft receive from every tongue the fame 
anfwer. . . . / 

The queftion, therefore, muft be, whether a fmaller 
number of legal votes, (hall not prevail againft a 
greater number of votes not legal ? 

It muft be confidered, that thofe votes only are 
legal which s^re legally given, and that thofe only 
are legally given, which are given for a legal can* 
didate. 

It remains then to be difcuffed, whether a maa 
expelled can be fo difqualified by a vote of the 

Houfe, 
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Hottfe, as that he (hall be no longer eligible by law-» 
fulcieftors? 

Here wc muft again recur, aot to pofitive Inftitu^ 
tions, but to the unwritten laiw of focial nature, to 
the great and pregnant principle of political aeceffity. 
All government fuppofes fubjefts, all authority im- 
plies obedience. To fuppofe in one the right to com* 
luand what another has the right to refu(e, is abfurd 
and contradiftory. A ftate fo conftituted muft reft 
for ever in motionlefs equipofe, with equal attraftions 
of contrary tendency, with equal weights of power 
balancing each other. 

Lews which cannot, be enforced, can neither pre« 
^enc nor redify diforders. A fentence which cannot 
be executed can have no power to warn or to reform. 
If the Commons have only the power of difmiffing 
for a few days the man whom his conftituents caa 
immediately fend back, if they can expel but can- 
not exclude, they have nothing more than nominal 
authority, to which perhaps obedience never may be 
|)aid. 

The reprefentatives of our anceflors had an opinioa 
very different : they fined and imprifoned their mem** 
bers ; on great provocation they difabled them for ever; 
amd this power c£ pronouncing perpetual difability is 
maintained hf Selden himfelf. 

Thefe daims feem to have been made and allowed, 
vhen the conftitution of our government had not yet 
been fufficiently ftudied. Sud> powers are net legal, 
becaufe they arc not neceflary: and of that power 
which only neceffity juftifies, no more is to be ad- 
mitted than neccffity obtrudes. 

Thf 
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The Commons cannot make laws, they can only 
pais refolutic»is, which, like all refdutions, an: of force 
only to thofe that make them^ and to thofe only while 
they are willing to obferve them. 

The vote of the Houfe of Commons has therefore 
only lb far the force of a law, as that force is neceflary 
to prefervc the vote from lofing its efEcacy, it mufl 
begin by operating upon themfelves, and extends its 
mfluence to others, only by confequences arifing from 
the firft intention. He that fkarts game on his own 
Humor, may purfue it into another. 

They can properly make laws only for themfelves : 
a member, while he keeps his feat, is fub^eft to thefe 
laws ; but when he is expelled, the jurifdidion ceafes, 
for he is now no longer within their dominion. 

The difability, which a vote can fuperinduce to ex* 
pulfion, is no more than was included in expulfioa 
itfelf ; it is only a declaration of the Commons, that 
they will permit no longer him whom they thus cen* 
furc to fit with them in parliament; a declaratioa 
made by that right which they neceffarily poflefe, 01 
regulating their own Houfe, and of infiifting punifi^* 
ment on their own delinquents. 

They have therefore no other way to enforce the 
fcntence of incapacity, than that of adhering to it. 
They cannot otherwife punilh the candidate fo diC- 
qualified for offering himfelf, nor the eledors for at* 
cepting him. But if he has any competitor, that com- 
petitor muft prevail, and if he has none, his eleftlon 
will be void ; (or the right of the Houfe to rejed^ 
annihilates with regard to the man fo rejeded the 
right of elefting. 

It 
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It haa been ui^ed^ that the power of the Hoiife 
terminates with their -feffion; fince a prifoner com* 
mittcd by the Speaker's warrant cannot be detained 
during the recefs. That power indeed ceafes with, 
the feffion, which muft operate by the agency of 
others, becaufe, when they da not fit, they, caa em- 
ploy no agent, having no longer any legal exiftence ; 
but that which is exercifed on themfelres revives' 
^t their meeting, when the fubjcft of that poweri 
ftill fubfifts. They can in: th$ next feflion refofe* 
to re-admit him, whom in the former feflion they exti 
pelled. ■ ' 

That expulfion inferred exclufion in the prcfent cafef 
muft be, I think, eafily admitted. The expulfion and' 
the writ iffiied for a new.eleftion were in the fame fefr: 
fion, and fince the Houfe is by the rule of parliament 
bound for the feflion by a yote once paffed, the ex-- 
pelled member cannot he admitted, -fie that can- 
not be admitted, cannot 'be elefted; and the .votes 
given to a man ineligible being given in vain, the 
bigheft number for an eligible candidato^ becomes a 
majority. 

To thefe conclufions, as to moft moral, and to all 
political pofitions, many objedions may be made. 
The perpetual fubjeft of political difquifition is not 
abfolute, but comparative good. Of two fyftems of 
gevernment, or two laws relating to the fame fubjedt, 
neither will ever be fuch as theoretical nicety would- 
^fire, and therefore neither can eafily force its way 
^ainft prejudice and obftinacy ; each will have its 
excellencies and defeds, and every man, with a little 
help from pride, may think his own the beft, 

X " . It 
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.. It feems to be the opinion of many, that eXpiilfion 
is only a difmiflioa of the reprefentativfe to his coa- 
fldtuents, with fuch. a teftimony againft him as his 
fentence may comprife 5 and that if his conftituents^ 
notwithftanding the cenfure of the Houfe, thinking 
his cafe hard, his fault trifling, or his excellencies fuch 
as overbalance it, (hould again chuie him as dill 
worthy of their truft, the Houfe cannot refufe him, for 
his piinifliment has purged his- fault,- and the right of 
cleAors muft not be violated. 

This is plaufiblc, but not cogent. It is a fcheme o^ 
xeprefentation, which would make a Ipecious appear-* 
ance in a political romance, but cannot be brought into 
praftice among us, who fee every day thb towering 
head of fpcculation bow down unwillingly to groveling 
experience, 

. Governments formed by chance, and gradually im* 
proved by fuch expedients, as the fucceffive difcovery 
of, their defeats happened to fuggeft, are never to be 
tried by a regular theory. They are fabricks of dif- 
fimilar materials, raifed by different architedls, upon 
difFerent plans. We muft be content with them as 
they are ; fhould we attempt to mend their difpropor- 
tions, we might eafily demolilh, and difficultly re- 
build them. .. 

Laws are now made, and cuftoms are eftabliftied ^ 
thefe are our rules, and by them we muft be 
guided. 

It i3 uncontrovertibly certain, that the Commons 
never intended to leave ele.dors the liberty of re^^ 
turning them an expelled member, far they always 
require one to be chofen in the room of him that is 

expelled. 
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expelled, and I fee not with what propriety a man can 
be re-^hofen in his own room. 

Expulfion, if this were its whole efFeft, might 
very often be defirable. Sedition, or obfcenity, 
mi^t be no greater crimes in the opinion of other 
eIe6(or5, than in that of the freeholders of "A//^/- 
dlefexi and many a wretch, whom his colleagues 
fiiould cxpd, might come back perfecnted into 
feme, and proroke with harder front a fecond ex- 
puliion. 

Many of the reprefentativcs of the people can 
hai^y be faid to have been chofen at all. Some by 
ittherkiiig a borough inherit a feat; and fome fit by 
the favour' of others, whom perhaps they may gra* 
tify by the aft which provoked the expulfion. Some 
are fafe by their popularity, and fome by their alK- 
ances. None would dread expulfion, if this doftrine 
iwre received, but thofe who bought their eleftions^ 
and who would be obliged to buy them again at a 
higher price. 

But as uncertainties are tq be determined hf 
things certain, and cuftoms to be explained, where 
it is poffible, by written law, the patriots have tri* 
timphed with a quotation from an aft of the 4th 
and 5th of Anne^ which permits thofe to be re* 
thofen, whofe feats at^ vacated by the acceptance of a 
place of profit. This they wifely confidet as an ex* 
pulfion> and from the permiflion, in this cafe, of a 
fe-eieftion, infer that every other expulfion leaves the 
delinquent entitled to the feme indulgence. This 1% 
the paragrai^ : 

cc If 
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•* If Any perfon, bemg chofen a member of the Houfe 
^< of Commons, Ihall accept of any office from thd 
** crown, during fuch time as kejiudi continue a mimbtr^ 
^ his ekdion (hall bfc, and is herdyjr declared to be 
•* void, and a new writ (hall iffue for a new cledkion^ 
^ as if fuch perfon fo accepting was naturally dead* 
** Neverthelefs fitch ferfinjiiall be capable of being agaim 
« eleSiedy as if his place had not become vend m 
*^ aforefaid." 

How this favours the do6tririe of re-admiflion by il 
iecond choice, I am not able to difcover. The fta-^ 
tute of 30 CA. II. had enafted. That be whofitonlifit 
in the Honfe of Commons^ without taking the oaths and 
fiibfcribing the teji^ Jhould be difabled to Jit in the Houje 
during that Parliament ^ oHd a writ Jhould ijffue for tie 
eleBion of a new member^ in place of the member fit difabled^ 
as iffueh meiHber had naturally died. 

This laft claufe is apparently copied in the ad of 
Anney but with the common fate of imitators. la 
the ad oi Charles J the {)olitical death continued during 
the parliament, in that of Anne it was hardly worth tht 
while to kill the man whom the next breath was to 
revive. It is, however, apparent, that in the opiniofi 
of the paliament, the dead-doing lines would havtt 
kept him motibnlefs, if he bad not been recovoied 
by a kind exception. A feat vacated, could not be 
regained without ejtprefs permiffidn of the (amo 
ftatute. 

The right of being chofen again io a feat thus rt* 
cated^ is not enjoyed by any general right, but ifequired 
ft i^ci^l claufei and folicitous {)rovifion. 



But 
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Biit what reietnblance caii imagination conceive be- 
tween one man vacating his feat, by a mark of favour 
from the crown, and another driven from it for fedi- 
tion and obfcenity ? The acceptance of a place con- 
taminates no charader ; the crown that gives it, in- 
tends to give with it always dignity, fometimes autho- 
rity. The Commons, it is well known, think not 
worfe of themfelves or others for their offices of profit j 
yet profit implies temptation, and may expofe a repre- 
sentative to the fufpicion of his conftituents; though 
if they ftill think him worthy of their confidence, they 
may again eledt him. 

Such is the confequence. When a man is dif- 
mifled by law to his conftituents, with new truft and 
new dignity, they may,if they think him incorruptible, 
reftore him to his feat ; what can follow, therefore, 
but that when the Houfe drives out a varlet with 
publick infamy, he goes away with the like perniiffion 
to return ? 

If infatuation be, as the proverb tells us, the 
forerunner of deftruftiori, how near muft be the 
ruin of a nation that can be incited againft its go- 
vernors, by fophiftry like this. I may be excufed 
if I catch the panick, and join my groans at this 
alarming crifis, with the general lamentation of weep- 
ing patriots. 

Another objeftion is, that the Commons, by pro- 
nouncing the fentence of difqualification, make a 
law, and take upon the'mfelves the power of the 
whole legiflature. Many quotations* are then pro- 
duced to prove that the Houfe of Commons cau 
make no laws« 

Three 
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Thfec afts have been cited, difablmg members 
for different terms on different o<Jcafi6ns ; and it is 
profoundly remarked, that if the Commons couht 
by their own privilege have noade a difqualification^ 
their jealoufy of their privileges would never Imvd 
admitted the concurrent fanAioh of the other 
powers. 

I muft for ever rfemind thefe puny controvertifts, 
that thofe afts are laws of permaneAt obligation : that 
two of theiln are now in force, and that the other ex- 
pired only when it had fulfilled its end. Such lawsf 
the Common^ <!:annot make; they could, perhaps; 
have determined for themfelves, that they would ex-; 
pel all who Ihould not take the tcfl, but they cotild 
leave no authority behind them, that Ihould oblige 
the next parliament to expel them. They could 
refufe the SoufA Sea direftors, but they could not en-? 
tail the refufal. They can difqualify by vote, but not 
by law ;• they cannot know that the fcntence of dif- 
qualification pronounced to-day may not become void 
to-morrow, by the diffolution^ of their own Houfe. 
Yet while the fame parliament fits, the difqualifi* 
cation continues unlefs the vot« be refcinded, and 
while it fo continuesj makes the votes, which free- 
holders may give to the interdifted candidate, ufele& 
s^nd dead, fince there cannot exift,'with refpeft to t'he 
feme fubjeft at the fame time, an ^bfolute power to 
<»hu(e aad ah abfolute power to reject. 

In i6i'4, the attorney-general was voted inca- 
pable of a feat in the Houfe of Commons; and tho 
nhH6A is' trIumiJhantly told, that though the vote 
Bever- wias revdked, the attoroey-gett^tol is now a 
itiefnber; Ho certainly m2rp hwf be a member 
, VoL.VIIL G Without 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8£' THE FALSE ALARM. 

without revocation of the vote, A law is of per- 
petual obligation, but a vote is nothing when the 
voters arc gone. A law is a compaft reciprocally 
made by the Icgiflative powers, and therefore not to 
be abrogated but by all the parties. A vote is fimply 
a refolution, which binds only hioi that is willing t0 
be bound. *• 

I have thus punftiliouily and minutely purfued 
this difquifition, becaufe I fufpe thaf* thefe rea- 
foners, whofe bufinefs is to deceive others, have fome- 
times deceived themfelves, and I am willing to free 
them from their embarraffment though I do not ex* 
ped much gratitude for my kindnefs. 

Other objedtions arc yet remaining, for of poli- 
tical objeftions there cannot eafily be an end. It 
has been obferved, that vice is no proper caufe of 
expulfion, for if the worft man in the Houfe were 
always to be expelled, in time none would be left. 
But IK) man is expelled for being worft, he is ex- 
pelled for being enormoufly bad; his conduft is 
compared, not with that of others, but with the rule 
of aft ion. 

The punifhment of expulfion being in its own 
nature uncertain, may be too great or too little for 
the fault. 

This muft be the cafe of many puniOiments, 
Forfeiture of chattels Ts nothing to him that has no 
poffeffions. Exile itfelf may be accidentally a good j 
and indeed any puniQiment lefs than death is very dif- 
ferent to different men. 

But if this precedent be admitted and eftablifhed, 
no man can hereafter be fure that he (hall be re- 
prefented by him whom he would choofe. One hajf 
: ? ^ of 
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of the Houfe may meet early in the morning, and 
ihatch ian opportunity to expel the other, and the 
•greater part of the nation may by this ftratagem be 
without its lawful reprefentatives. 

He that fees all this, fees very far. But I can 
tell him of greater evils yet behind. There is one 
poflibility of wickednefs, which, at this alarming 
crifis, has not yet been mentioned. Every one knows 
the malice,r the fubtilty, the induftry, the vigilance, 
and the greedinefs of the Scots. The Scotch members 
are about the number fufficient to make a houfe. 
I propofe it to the confideration of the fupporters 
of the Bill of Rights, whether there is not reafon to 
fufpeft, that thefe hungry intruders from the North, 
are now contriving to expel all the Engltjh. We may 
then curfe the hour in which it was determined, that 
expulfion and exclufion are the fame. * For who can 
guefs what may be done when the Scots have the 
whole Houfe to themfelves ? 

Thus agreeable to cuflom and reafon, notwith- 
Handing all objedions, real or imaginary; thus 
CQnfiflent with the praftice of former times, and 
thus confequential to the original principles of go« 
vernment, is that decifion by which fo much vio- 
lence of difcontent has been excited, which has 
been fo doloroufly bewailed, and fo outrageoufly 
refented. 

Let us however not be feduced to put too much 
confidence in juftice or in truth; they have often 
been found inadive in their own defence, and give 
more confidence than help to their friends and their 
advocates. It nuiy perhaps b^ pri^ent to make one 

G z momentary 
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momentary conccflion to falfchood^ by fuppofiag the 
vote in Mr. huttereT% favour to be wrong. 

AU wrong ought to be rcdified. If Mr. Wilkes 
is deprived of a lawful feat, both he and his eleftors 
have reafon to complain; but it will not be eafily 
found, vfhy, among the innumerable wrongs of 
which ^ great part cf mankind are hourly complain-^ 
ing, the whole care of the publick fhould be tranf- 
ferred to Mr. Wilkes and the freeholders of Middle fex^ 
who might all fink into non-exiftence, without any 
other effeft, than that there would be room made for 
a new rabble, and a new retailer of fedition and ob^ 
fcenity. The caufe of our country would fufFer 
\ittle 5 the rabble, whenciefoever they come, wili he 
always patriots, and always fuppwters^ of the Bill of 
Rights. 

The Houfe of Commons decides the difputea 
arifing from ckdions. Was it ever fuppofed, that 
in all cafes their decifions were right ? Every man 
whole lawful ek<9:ion is defeated, is equally wronged 
with Mr. Wilkch and his conftituents feel their dif* 
appoimment with no Icfs anguifli than the free- 
holders of Middle/ex. Thefe decifions have often 
been apparently partial, and fometimcs tyrannically 
oppxeflive, A majority has been given to a favourite 
candidate, by expunging votes whicli had always 
been allowed, and which therefore had- -the autho* 
rity by which all votes are given, that of cullom 
uninterrupted. Whea the Commons determine 
wjio fhall be conftituents, they may, with fome pro* 
priety, be faid to make lawj. becaufe thofe deter- 
minations have hitherto, for the fake of quiet, becii 
•^ adopted 
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adopted by fucceeding parliaments. A vote therefore 
of the floufe, when it operates as a law, is to indivi- 
duals a law only temporary, but to communities per- 
petual. 

Yet though all this has been done, and though at 
every new parliament much of this is expefted to be 
done again, it has never produced in any former time 
fuch an alarming a'ijis. We have found by experience, 
that though a fquire has given ale and venifon in vain, 
and a borough has been compelled to fee its deareft 
intereft in the hands of him whom it did not truft, yet 
the general ftate of the nation has Continued the fame. 
The fun has rifen, and the corn has grown, and what- 
ever talk has been of the danger of property, yet he 
that ploughed the field commonly reaped it, and he 
that built a houfe was matter of the door : the vexa- 
tion excited by injuftice fuffered, or fuppofed to bQ 
fuffered, by any private man, or (ingle community, 
Was local and temporary, it neither fpread far, noj 
lafted long. 

The nation looked on with little care, becaufe there 
did not feem to Be much danger. The confequence 
of fmall irregtilarities was not felt, and we had not yet 
learned to be terrified by very diftant enemies. 

But quiet and fecurity are now at an end. Our 
vigilance is quickened, and our comprehenfion is enr 
larged. We not only fee events in their caufes, but 
before their caufes ; we hear the thunder while the £ky 
is clear, and fee the mine fprung before.it is dug, 
Political wifdom has, by the force of Englijfi genius, 
been Improved at latt not only tQ |M)litical intuitioij^ 
but to political prefcience. 

G 3 But 
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But it cannot, I am afraid, be iaid, that as we are 
grown wife, we are made happy. It is faid of thofc 
who have the wonderful power called fecond fights 
that they feldom fee any thing but evil: political 
fecond fight has the fame tScA ; we hear of nothing 
but of an alarming crifis, of violated rights, and 
expiring liberties. The morning rifes upon new 
wrongs, and the dreamer pafTes the night in imaginary 
ihackles. 

The fphere of anxiety is now enlarged j he that, 
hitherto cared only for himfelf, now cares for the 
Publick ; for he has l^rned that the happincfs of in- 
dividuals is comprifed in the profperity of the whole, 
and that his country never fufFers, but he fuffers with 
it, however it happens that he feels no pain* 

Fired with this fever of epidemick patriotifm, the. 
taylor flips his thimble, the draper drops his yard, 
and the blackfmith lays down his hamnier; they meet 
at au honeil alehoufe; confider the fbite of \he nation^ 
read or hear the'laft petition, lament the miferies of 
the time, are alarmed at the dreadful crifis, andiub- 
fcribe to the fupport of the Bill of Rights- 
It fometimes indeed happens, that an intruder of 
more benevolence than prudence attempts to difperfe 
their cloud of dejeftion, and eafe their hearts by 
icafonable confotation. He tells them, that though, 
the government cannot be too diligently watched, 
it may be too haftily accufedj and that, though' 
private judgment is every man*'s right, yet we can- 
not judge t>{ what we do;not know s that we feel at 
prefent no evils which government can alleviate, 
and that the pubbck bufinefs is committed to men 

who 
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who have as much right to confidence. as their ad- 
verfaries ; that the freeholders of Middkfexy if they 
could not choofe Mr. fVilkes^ might have chofen 
any other man, and that he trujis we have within the 
realm five hundred as good as he ; that even if this 
which has happened to Middle/ex had happened to 
every other county, that one man (hould be made 
incapable of being elefted, it could produce no 
great change in the parliamenty nor much contra<St 
the power of eleftion ; that what has been done is 
probably right, and that if it be wrong it is of little 
con(equence, fince a like cafe cannot eafily occur; 
that expulfions are very rare, and if they (hould, 
by unbounded infolence of fadion, become more 
frequent, the electors may eafily provide a fecqnd 
choice. 

All this he may fay, but not half of this will bo . 
heard ; his opponents will ftun him and themfelves 
with a confufed found of penfions and places, venality 
and corruption, oppreflion and invafion, Slavery and. 
ruin. 

Outcries like thefe, uttered by malignity, and 
echoed by folly ; general accufations of indeterminate 
wickednefs ; and obl'cure hints of impoffible defigns, 
dtfperied among thofe that do not know their mean-* 
ing, by thofe that know them to be falfe, have dif- 
pofed part of the nation, though but a fmall part, to 
pefter the court with ridiculous petitions. 

The progrefs of a petition is well known. An 
ejcfted placeman goes down to his county or his 
borough, tells his friends of hi^ inability ta ferve 
them, and hi3 conftituents of the corruption of the 

G 4 govern^ 
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govermnent^ Hb friends readily underftaiid that h^ 
mho cap get nothing, will hj^ve nothing to give* Thoy 
^ree to proclaim a meeting.; meat and drink ai^ 
plentifully provided ; a crowd is eafily brought tc^e- 
tbcr, and thofe who think that they know the reafo^ 
of their meeting, undertake to tell tho{e whojkpow 
it not. Ale and clamour unite thei/ pow^prs^ t^ 
ccowd, condenfed and heated, begins tp fermeat wijth 
the leven of fedition. AH fee a thoufand eviis^ though 
they cannot fhow them, and grow impaii^nt for a 
remedy, though they know not what. 

A fpeech is then made by the Cicero pf the <feyi 
lie fays much, and fuppreflfes . more,r and cr^it ifi 
equally given to what he tells^ and what he cpngeab* 
The petition is re^d and univerfally approved, Thoft 
who are fober enough to write, add their nam^fiji an4 
,the reft would fign it if they could. 

Every man goes home and tells his ne^hbouf of 
the glorias of the day » how h^ was confiilted and wl^ 
he adyifed,; Jbow he was invited into the great TOom,» 
where his lordfhip called him by his name ; ho\Y fe^ 
was c^refFed by Sir Francis, Sir Jojeph^ or Sir Gforge; 
how he eat turtle and venifon, and drank unaAimity to 
the three brothers* 

The poor loiterer, whofe fhop had cqn^n^ him,, 
or whofe Vife had locked him up, hears the tale <^- 
luxm7 with envy, and at lail inqurie^ what; was their 
petition. Of the petition nothing is r^s^ujbered. 
by the narrator, but that it fpoke much of fear^ and 
apprehenfions, and fomething very alarming, and 
that he. is fure it is againft the gav^nmept; tfa^ 
Other is conyiaccd that it muft be rights aod wiflics. 

he 
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he bad been there, for he loves wine and venifoti, and 
is refolved as long as he lives to be againft the go^ 
vernment, , 

The petition is then handed from town to town, 
and frotp houfe to houfe, and wherever it comes the 
inhabitants flock together, that they may fee that 
which muft be fent to the king. Names are eafily 
collefted. One man figns becaufe he hates the pa- 
pift ; another becaufe he has vowed deftrudion to the 
turnj^kes ; one becaufe it will vex the paribn ; ian*- 
other becaufe he owes his landlord nothing ; one be*- 
fjaufe he is rich ; another becaufe he is poOr ; one to 
ihew that he is not afraid, and anoth^ to Ibew that 
he can write* 

The paflkge, however, is not always fmooth. 
Thofc who coUeft contributions to fedition, fome»» 
times apply to a man of higher rank and more en- 
lightened mind, who, inftead of lending them his 
name, calmly reproves them for being feducers of the 
people* 

You who are here, fays he, complaining of v^a« 
fity, are yourfelves the agents of thofe who, having 
eftimated themfelves at too high a price, are only 
angry that they are not bought. You are appealing 
jlrom the parliament to the rabble, and inviting thofe 
who fcarcely, in the moft common affairs, diftingui(h 
Rght frooa wrong, to judge of a queftion complicated 
with law written and unwritten, with the general prin- 
dples of government, and the particular cuftoms of 
the Houfe of Commons; you are fhewing them a 
grievance, fo diftant that they cannot fee it, and fo 
%ht that they cannot feel it; for how, but by unne« 

ceflaiy 
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ceflary. intelligence and artificial provocation; (hould 
the farmers and Ihop-keepers of York/hire and Cum^ 
herland know or care how Middlefex is reprefented ? 
Inftead of wandering thus round the county to cxaf- 
perate the n^e of party> and darken the fufpicions of 
ignorance, it is the duty of men like you, who have 
leifure for inquiry, to lead back the people to their 
^oneft labour; to tell them, that fubmiflion is. the duty 
of the ignorant, and content thei^irtue of the poor; 
that they have no ikill in the art of goveriunent, nor 
any intereft in the diflentions of the great ; and when 
you meet with any, as fome there are, whofe under- 
ftandings ar<: capable of convidion, it will become you 
to aliay this foaming ebullition, by (hewing them that 
they hive as much bappinefs as the condition of life 
will eafily receive, and that a government, of which 
an erroneous or unjuft reprefeqtation of Middlefex is 
the greateft crime that intereft can difcover, or malice 
can upbraid, is government approaching nearer to per* 
fe<ftion, than any that experience has known, or hiflory 
related* 

The drudges of fcdition wi(h to change tbeif 
groundf they hear him with fuUen filence, feel con» 
vidtion without repentance, and are confounded but^ 
not abalhed; they go forward to another door, and 
find a kinder reception from a man enraged againft the- 
government, becaufe he has juft been paying the tax- 
upon his windows. 

That a petition for a diflblution of the parliament 
will at all times have its favourers^ may be eafily 
iniagined. The people indeed do nOt^expeft that> 
one Houfe of Commons will be mycli honeftcr or. 

much 
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much wifer than another; (hey do not fuppofe that the 
taxes will be lightened 5 or though they have been fa 
often taught to hope it, that foap and candles will be 
cheaper ; they expeft no redrefs of grievances, for of 
no grievances but taxes do they complain ; they wifli 
not the extenfion of liberty, for they do not feel any 
reftraint ; about the fecurity of privilege or property 
they are totally carelefs, for they fee no property in- 
vaded, nor know, till they are told, that any privilege 
has CufFered violation. 

Leaft of all do they expe^, that any future parlia* 
ment will leflen its own powers, or communicate to the 
Deople that authority which it has once obtained. i 

Yet a new parliament is fufEciently defirable. The 
year of eleftion is a year of jollity ; and what is ftill 
more delightful, a year of equality. The glutton now 
cats the delicacies for which he longed when he could 
not purchafe them, and the drunkard has the pleafure 
of wine without the coft. The drone lives a while 
without work, and the (hop-keeper, in the flow of 
money, raifcs his price. The mechanick that trem* 
bled at the prefence of Sir Jofepi, now bids him come 
again for an anfwer ; and the poacher whofe gun has 
been feized, now finds an opportunity to reclaim it. 
Even the honed man is not difpleafed to fee himfelf 
important, and willingly refume^ in two years that 
power which he had refigned for feven. Few love 
their friends fo well as not to defire fuperiority by un* 
ezpenlive benefa£bion. 

Yet, notwithftanding all thefe motives to com* 
pliance, the promoters of petitions have not beea 
iucce&ful. Few could be perfuaded to lament evils 

which 
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which they did not fufFer, or to folicit for rcdrefs which 
they do not want. The petition has been, in fome 
places, rejeftcd ; and perhaps in all but one, figned only 
by the meaneft and groffeft of the people. 

Since this expedient now invented or revived to 
iiftrefs the government, and equally pra<5licable at all 
times by all who (ball be excluded from power and 
from profit, has produced fo little effeft, let us con- 
fider the oppofition as no longer formidable. The 
great engine has recoiled upon them. They thought 
that the terms they fent zoere terms of weighty which 
would have dmazed all and Jlumbled many j but the 
confternation is now over, and their io^%ftand uprights^ 
ft6 before. 

With great propriety and dignity the king has, in 
his fpeecb, neglefted or forgotten them. He might 
tafily know, that what was prefented as the fenfe of 
the people, is the fenfe only of the profligate and dif- 
folute ; and that whatever parliament fhould be con- 
vened, the fame petitioners would be ready, for the fame 
reafon, to requeft its diflblution. 

As We once had a rebellion of the clowns, we have 
l!<)W an c^pofition of the pedlars. The quiet of the 
natidn has been for years difturbed by a faction, againft 
which all factions Ought to confpire ; for its original 
principle is the defire of levelling ; rt is only animated 
Utider the name of zeal, by the natural malignity of the 
ifteaft againft the gfeat. 

When in the confufion which the Englifli hivalion*^ 
pWifduc^ in France^ the villains, imagining that they 
hid found the go4den hour of emancipation, took arms 
In their hands, the knights of both nations confidered 

the 
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Che cauie as common, and, fufpending the general 
hofttlity, united to chaftife them. 

The whole conduft of this defpicable fafkion is dif- 
tinguifhcd by plebeian groffnefs, and favage indtcency* 
To mifreprefent the aftions and the principles of their 
enemies is common to all parties; but the infolence of 
invcftive, and brutality of reproach, which have lately 
prevailed, are peculiar to this. 

An infallible chara£leriflick of meanneis is cruelty. 
This is the only faAion that has fhouted at the con« 
demnation of a criminal, and that, when his innocence 
procured his pardon, has clamoured for his blood. 

All other parties, however enraged at each other, 
have agreed to treat the throne with decency j but 
thefe low-born railers have attacked not only the au- 
thority, but the charadker of their fovercign, and have 
endeavoured, furely without cffeft, to alienate the affirc* 
tions of the people from the only kir^, who, for alnfioft 
a century, has much appeared to defire, or much en- 
deavoured to deferve them. They have infulted him 
\ilrith rudenefs and with menaces, which were never 
excited by the gloomy fuUennefs of fVi/liam, even 
when half the nation denied him their allegiance ; nor 
by the dangerous bigotry of James, unlefs when he 
was finally driven from his palace; and with which 
fcarcely the open hoililities of rebellion ventured to 
vilify the unhappy Charles^ even in the remarks on the 
cabinet of Nafoiy. 

It i$ furely not vmreafonable to hope that the na* 
-tion will confult its dignity, if apt its fafety^ aod 
difdain ta be pFote<5ted or enilaved by the declaimers 
or the platters pf a city*tavern. Had Hom^. falkn by 

the 
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the Catilinarian confpiracy, (he might have conibled 
her fate by the greatnefs of her deftroyers ; but what 
would have alleviated the difgrace of England^ had her 
government been changed by ^iUr or by Ket ? 

One part of the nation has never before contended 
with the other, but for fome weighty and apparent 
intereft. If the means were violent^ the end was 
great. The civil war was fought for what each army 
called and believed the beft religion, and the beft go- 
vernment. The ftruggle in the reign of AHne, was to 
exclude or reftore an exile king. We are now difput* 
ing, with ^moft equal animofity, whether MiddUJex 
fiiall be reprefented or not by a criminal from a jaiL 

The only comfort left in fuch degeneracy is that % 
lower ftate can be no longer poflible* 

In this contemptuous cenfure, I mean not to in- 
clude every fingle man. In all lead, fays the chemift, 
there is filver; and in all copper there is gold. But 
mingled mafles are juftly denominated by the greater 
quantity, and when the precipus particles are not 
worth extraftion, a fadion and a pig muft be melted 
down tc^ther to the forms and offices that chance 
allots them. 

Runt ttrceolis fulvesj Jartago^ patelUt. 

A few weeks will now (how whether the government 
can be (haken by empty noi(e, and whether the fadion 
which depends upon its influence, has not deceived 
^ alike the Publick and itfelf. That it (hould have con- 
tinued till now, is fufficiently (hamefuL None can 
indeed wonder that it has been fuppbrted by the 
fedaries^ the natural fomenters of fedition, md con« 

federates 
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federates of the rabble, of whofe religion little now re- 
mains but hatred of eftablifhmentSi and who are angry 
to find feparation now only tolerated, which was once 
rewarded ; but every honeft man muft lament, that it 
has been regarded with frigid neutrality by the tories,^ 
who, being long accuftomed to fignalize their principles 
by oppofition to the court, do not yet confider that 
they have at laft a king who knows not the name of 
party, and who wiflies to be the common father of all 
his people. 

As a man inebriated only by vapours, foon recovers 
in the open air ; a nation difcontented to madnefs, with* 
out any adequate caufe, will return to its wits and its 
allegiance when a little paufe has cooled it to refleftion. 
Nothing, therefore, is neceflary, at this alarming crifis^ 
but to confider the alarm as falie» To make conceit 
fions, is to encour^ encroachment. Let the court 
defpife the fadlion, and the difappointed people will 
foon deride it. 
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^O proportion the cagerncfii of contttt to its im- 
portance feems too hard a talk for human wif- 
dom. The {jride of wit has kept ages bufy in thcf 
difctifGon of nfelcft qtieftions-, and the pride of power 
has dcftroyed armies to gain or to keep unprofitable 
pofleffions. 

Not many years have pafled*fince the cruelties of 
war were filling the world with terror and with forrow ^ 
rage was at lafi: appeafed, or (Irength exhaufled, and 
to the haraffed nations peace was reftored, with its 
plcafures and its benefits. Of this ftate all felt the 
happinefs, and all implored the continuance ; but what 
continuance of happinefs can be expedled, when the 
whole fyftem of European empire can be in danger of 
a new concuffion, by a contention for a few fpots of 
'earth, which, in the deferts of the ocean, had almoft 
efcaped human notice, and which, if they had not hap- 
pened to make a fea->mark, had perhaps never had a 
name ? 

Fortune 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l^ottune often* ddightV to dignify what nature h^s[ 
licgleifted; a[nd that*- rienbwh wKich cahriot be claimed 
hy intririfick excellence or great nefs, is fo'metinies de- 
rived' frortiunexpeded accidents. The Rubicon "^3% 
ciitl6bted by the parfage of Cas/J/r, and' the time i$ 
now come when' /^2/^/j«^s IJJands demand their hif- 
tbriah: 

But tiie'VtitW to whom tills employment ftiall be' 
alftgtted, will ha!ve few opportunities of defcriptivc' 
f{ile?rfddr; dr\ narrative elegance. 6f other countries 
it is told how often" they have changed their govern- 
rfierit'j thefe iflahds have hitherto clianged only their 
natne. Of heroes to conquer, or Icgiflators to civi-- 
Ifxe, herfe has been no appearance; nothing has hap- 
pened to theip, but that they have been {bmetimes feen 
by wifadering navigators, who paffed by them infearch 
of^ be tier* habitations. • 

When the Spaniards'^ who, under the conduft of 
dolhrrihts^ difcovercd America^ had taken pbfTeffion of 
\ii ttioft wealthy regions'; they furprifed and terrified 
Europe'hy 2L fijdden and unexampled influx of riches. 
TThey'werc madeaf once infupportably infolent, and 
might perhaps' have become irrefiftibly powerful, had 
not thqir mountainous treafures been fcattered in the 
air with the ignorant profufion of unaccuftomed opu-* 
lence. 

. The greater* pail of the^ European potentates faw 
this ftream of riches flowing into Spain without at- 
tenfipling to dip their oWn hands in the golden foun- 
tain'. France had no naval ikill or power ; Portugal 
¥?^>xt6nifling hefdominion's in the eaft over legions 
formed irt'the'galcty of nature} the ii/^j//Vifcleague, 
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being planned only for the fecurity of traffick, had no^ 
tendency to difcovery or invafion ; and the commcrr^ 
cial ftates of Itafy growing rich by trading between Jjia- 
and Europey and not lying upon the oceany did not dc- . 
fire to feek by great hazards^ at a diffance, what was. 
almoli at home to be found with fafety. 

The EngUJIi alone were animated by the fuccefs of 
the Spanijh navigators, to try if any thing was left 
that might reward adventure, or incite appropriation^ . 
They fent CSot into the north, but in the north there 
was no gold or filver to be found. The beft regions 
were pr^-occupied, yet they ifill continued their hopes, 
atid their" labours. They were the fecond nation that, 
dared the extent of the Pacifick OceaUy and the fecond 
circumnavigators of the globe* 

By the war between Elizaheth and Philips the wealth . 
6i America became lawful prize, and thofe who were 
lefs afraid of danger than of poverty, ftippofed that 
riches might eafily be obtained by plu^ering the 
Spaniards. Nothing is difficult when gain and honour- 
unite their influence ; the fpirit and vigour of thefe 
expeditions enlarged our views of the new world, 
and made us firft acquainted with its remoter, 
coatts. 

In the fatal voyage of CavendiJIi (1592),. Captain, 
Davis, who, being fent out as his aflbciate, was after-; 
wards parted from him or deferted him, as he was 
driven by violence of weather about the fPraits oj^ 
Mageltafiy is fuppofed to have been the' firft who faw, 
the lands now called Falkland\ IJlandiy but his dif-^ 
trefs permitted him not to make any obferyation, and he, 
left them, as he found them, without a name, ,. > 
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"iJot long afterwards (1594) Sir Richard Hawkins 
\3eing in the fame feas with the fame defigns, faW 
thefe iflands again, if they arc indeed the fame iflands, 
fand in honour of his miftrefs^ called them Hawkinses 
MaidM Landi, 

This voyage wdi ndt of renown fu^cient t6 {)ro-« 
dure a general reception to the new name^ for wherl 
the Dutchy who had now become ftrong enough not 
only to defend themfelvris, but to attack their 
mailers^ fent (1598) Verhagtn and Sebald de JVertj 
ihto th6 South ^eaii thefe iflands, which were not 
fuppofed to have been known before, obtained the 
denomination of Sebald' s Iflands y and were from that 
time placed iri the charts^ though Freziir tells us^ 
- that they were yet confidered as of doubtful exift^ 
cnce. 

Their ptefent EhgUJk nanlfe was probably given 
them (1689) by Strongs whofe journal^ ydt uripriiited, 
may be found in the Muieum. This name was adopt- 
ed by Hdlleyy and has from that time^ I believe^ been 
tcceived into our maps. 

The privateers which were ptt Into liiotioii bjr the 
wars of IVUliam and Anne^ faw thofe iflands and men- 
tion theni ; but they were yet not confidered as terri* 
tones worth a conteft. Strong affirmed that there was 
no wood, and Dampier fufpefted that they had no 
water. 

Frezier defctibes their appearance with more dif* 
tindlneis^ and mentions fome fliips of St. Maloes^ by 
which they had be€ln Vifitcdj and t6 which he feems 
willing enough to afcribe the honour of difcovering 
iflands which yet he admits to have been feen by 
HawkinSj?ifA named by Sebald de JVert^ He> I fup* 

H a ' J)ofe, 
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pofcjt in l^onour of his cour^ttymi^jf, called thttfi tiie 
I^^iloumsy the denQi^in^tion now ufpd byj tlie S/y^- 
niardsj wJbo fe^m not, till Very^ lately^ to l^s^ve thoughts 
tbein imfiortant enoijgh to dcfJerve^a nara^c. 

' Since the publication of AnforC% voyage^ they, h^vfi. 
very muclvchanged their opi^^ioi), fimjing a fejfttemfnt 
in P^pys'% ox Falkland' % I/Lqnd rjecoEameaded, by the^ 
author as neceffary to tfie fuccefs of oi^r futyje. c^per 
ditions againft the cpaft of C/ii/ij ajidia^ of)fwhufe 
and importance, tliat its wpul4 produce rmny advanr 
tages in peace,^ aj^d in w^f wpirf^ m^e u§. matters ojfi 
the South Sea/ 

Scarcely any degree of judgment is fufficicnt. to 
reftrain the iniagW^pn fron> mfiignifying that ton 
whjch it is lo5g, df|aine,d. Thp relafcpr. o£ -^^i^> 
voyage had heated his mind with its various tv&xts^ 
hf4 partaken thp hope _w;^t:J3: which, it wa& begtuOi and 
the vexation fufFer^d .by.its y?tripu5 mifc^rriage$,.and 
then thpught nothing coi^lrf be of . greater benefit to. 
t^e nation thaij that .w^ichi^ight proiiJPte tbe.fuccefa* 
of fuch another enterprife. 

Had the heroes of -tljat iiiftory even .performed and 
attained all that when th^y firit ifpread their fails, they 
ventured to hope, thQ confeiquence would yet have- 
produced very httle hurt to th^ .Spaniards^ and very, 
little benefit to the EngUJL They would bay.e tsiken. 
-a few towns j Anfon and his companions would have 
fliared the plunder or. the ranfdm; and the Spaniards^ 
finding their, fouther^ territories acceffible, would for 
the future have guarded them.better^ 

That fuch a fettlement n^y be. of.ufe in war^ n» 

man that confiders its fituation will .deny.. But waf. 

is not the^ whole b]Lifio.eJ5r of life.; it' happens but. 

4 * fcldom. 
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feldam, iand ^cvdry mail, iiihtr good or \Vife, w?fti*cs ^ 
that its frequency were ftill lefs. That cohduft Which 
beh-ays (Jefigns of fature hoftiiity, if it does ilottrxldte 
violence, wiil.always generate itiilighityj it miift for 
ever exclude corifidence and fritodftiTp, and continue 
a cold and Huggifli rivalry, by a fly reciprocatioh of 
indired injuries, ■^thout the bravery of war, or the fe- 
cority of peace. 

The adtairitage of foch a fettlentent in time of 
pea:cfe is, i thint, not <Safily to be proved. For 
what ufe can it have but of a ftatioh for cohtrabahij 
ttuders, a nuifei^^ of fratrd^ and a receptacle of theft ? 
Narioroughi about a centxiry ago, was of opinion, that 
no advantage tould be obtained in voyages to the 
$(mth Seaj except by fuch an armahient as, with a 
failor's m6raiity, might trade iy force. It is well 
HnowA that the prohibitions of foreign commerce arfe, 
in thef^ countries* to the laft degree rigorous, and that 
no man not authorized by the king of Spain can trade 
there but by forte or ftealth* Whatever profit is ob- 
tained mi;ft be gained by the violence of rapine, or 
dexterity of fraud. 

Governn^ent will not perhaps foon arrive at fuch 
purity and excellerice, but that fome ednnivance at 
leaft will be indulged to the triurtiphant robber and 
fuccefsful cheat. He that brings wealth home is 
feldom interrogated by what oie^ns it was obtained •» 
This, however, is qne of thqfe modes of corruption 
with which mankind 6\vght always to ftruggle, and 
which they may in tinie hope to overcome, Ther^ 
is reafon to expdft, that as the wbrld is more en* 
lightened, policy and morality W^U at laft be recon- 

P$ Qiled^ 
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cilcd, and that nations willlearn not to do what tkcy 
would not fulFer. 

But the filent toleration of fufpeftcd guilt is a de^ 
gree of depravity for below that which openly incites 
and manifcftly protefts it. To pardon a pirate may 
be injurious to mankind,; but how much greater ia 
the crime of opening a port in which all pirates (hall 
be fafe ? The contraband trader is not more worthy 
of protedtions : if with' Narboroughht trades by force, 
he is a pirate ; if he trades fecretly^ he is OBly a thief, 
Thof^ who honeftly refufe his trafEck he hates as ob* 
ftrudors of his profit ;' and thofe with whom he deals 
he cheats, Ijecaufe he knows that they dare not com-5 
plain. . He lives with a heart full of that malignity 
which fear of deteftion; always generates in thofe who 
are to. defend unjuft acquifitions againft lawful autho* 
rity \ and when he comes home with riches thus ac-* 
quired, he brings a mind hardened in evil, too proud 
for reproof, and too ftupid for refleftion ; he offends 
the high by his infolence, aqd corrupts th? low by his 
example. 

Whether thefe truths were forgotten or defpifed, 
or whether fome better purpofe was then in agitation, 
the reprefentation made in Anfon's voyage had fuch 
cfFeft upon the ftatefmen of that time, that ( hi 1 748) 
fome Hoops were fitted out for the fuller knowledge of 
Pepysh and Falkland'^ IJlands and for further difcoveries 
in the South Sea. This expedition, (hough perhaps 
defigned to be fecret, was not long concealed from 
Wally the ^panijh ambaflador, who fo vehemently op- 
pofed it, and fo ftrongly maintained the right of the 
Spaniards ta the ^xclvifiv? cioTOnioR of the S,qufh Sea^ 
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.^at tht^Engli/k miniftry relinquiflted part of theif on*. 
^inaldefigD, and declared that the examinatioxrof th6ie» 
•twa iflarids was the utmoft that their orders fliouJd 
^omprife. 

This Gonceffioa was fufEciently liberal or fuffi^ 
xiently fubmiflive; yet the 4?/)^«/// court was neither 
gratified by our kindnefs, nor foftened by our humility. 
Sir Benjamin Keene^ who then refided at Madrid, wd!& 
rinterrogated by C^w^'^st/ concerning the vifit intended 
*o P^/i'*s and Falkland' % Iftands in terms of great jea- 
4<Hi:^ and difcontent^ and the intended expedition 
was reprefented, if n<^ as a dired violation of the late 
peace, yet as an aft inconfiftent with amicable in- 
4:entions, and contrary to the profeffions of mutual 
Jiindnefs which then paffed betwieen Spain and Eng^ 
land.- Kesne^ was diredled to proteft that nothing more 
than mere difcoyery was' inteoded, and that no fet- 
ilemeat was -to ije diablifhed. - The Spaniard readily 
xeplied, diat if this was a voyage of wanton cufiofity, 
it might be gratified with lefe trouble, for he was will- 
ing to communicate whatever was knpwn; that to go 
fo far only to come back, was no reafonable aft ; and 
it would be a llcnder facrifke to peace and friend (hip to 
omit a voyage in which nothing ^as to be gained : 
that if we Jeft the places as we found them, the voy- 
age was ufelefs ; and if we took pofleflion, it was a 
hoftile armament, nor could we expeft that the Spani^ 
urAs would fuppofe us to vifit the .fou.thern parts of 
Americdonly from curiofity, after the fcheme propofed 
by the author of Jn/on's voyage. 
; When once we bad difowned all purpofe of ftt^ 
tlingi it.. is apparent that we^ could not defend the 

H 4 propriety 
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I to Caryajars 6b}ciS^ion%. TllP j[n]Diftiy t,bercjfer0 liitf- 

jnifled tbe^hple ^e5fig9,.bu,t jjo .^#dj»i;^tiQ;^ w^s »?- 

quired by which our right to purfue it hereafter <pi^ 

Jbc annulled. 

FrpiT) tfcis Um9 Fdkhnf^ Ifian^ was foigofctcn or 
.iicgle<aed, till th^ conduct of xm?\ affiiirs was iiir 
jtnifted to the Earl of EgmQnty .a man whofc miud 
[Was vigorous and ardeot, whofe ijxowkdge y^d^ss^ukt 
jgve, ^nd >vhofc dcfigns w^ere jnagaiftc«nt ; bwf who 
.ilid fomewbat vitiated his. jjudgpi«t. by too mucb iur 
^ulgenjce of romaruifk prcjeds ajjd iify IpecuJations, 
, Lord Egmonf^ eagcfwfe after fooxething pew d^r 
tertnined him to makp inquiry after Falkland'^ ^ottJ, 
^d he fent out Captain Spian^ who in the beginning 
pf the year 176 j, took, he fays, a formal poflcflion in 
ihe n?ime qf bia ^tiiamdi Maje%. 

Tb^ pofleiSon of this place is, according to. Mr. 
JSyron's reprefentation, no dcfpicabic acqiiifition. He 
conceived the ifl^nd to be &x ox iev^n hgodred iziilcs 
round, and reprefcnted it 03 a region naked inv 
deed of wood, but which, if that dcfeft wecc fup» 
plied, would have afl that nature, ahnoil all that 
luxury could want The harbour he found capa^ 
cious and fecure, and therefore t[)Ought it woxthf of 
the name of Egmant Of water the^e was no want, 
and the ground; he defcrihed as b.a»ing all the ex-p 
cellencies of foil, and as covered with antii£Oxbutk:k 
herbs, the reftoratives of the faibr* Proviikm -was 
eafily to be had, for they killed ^IcnoQ: eveqc^ d^ ^n 
hundred gcefe to each flaip, by pelting them with 
ftones* Not content with pLyfick apd with i^d, 

be 
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found where none would hav.^ jeifgJ(8^fld itj %Wwt ikf 
^ffUthdi;glWiof foji^ttoerp'^latitjucie, epyrfd rK>t with- 
out great ffopbenefs tee negje^e^. Eftriy in ik^ 

%wd irt Pivy Mgmwiy wjacw he prpfted ia f^a^ 
Wockhoufc, and ftationed a ^rrifea. . Hb d^fcfip^ 
ti^o WW 1^ flftttering. He found, wfeat h$ jcgJi?^ 
a i»a& icrf" iflandfi aad biafcea latid^ ^f whkfc tht 
foH was notbijig but a bog, with a^ better prQ{pQ<a 
than that of barren mountains, beaten by ftpro» 
l^axoft perpetual. Tifet this, fay 5' he, h fummer, 
jyc^d if. the wind$ of winter hold tiipir natural pro^ 
portion, thofe.iyUo He hut two cables^ length from 
t\tft ihore, jnuft pa& week^ without any comtnuni- 
cnjtipn with it. The plenty which regaled Mr. Sjn'Sff^ 
ffyd which might have fupportecj mt only ^rmm^ 
^m aimije3. Qf f^ntagotu^ was no longer to be foun^ 
The geefe were too wife to ftay wl^n v^pn mb^e4 
tJmf hmH% Md Mr. Macbri4c\ crew fcwuld qply 
Iiow 9ltd then Is^ill a goofe when the weather wo^ld 
permt. All the quadrupeds which h^ piet tb^rt^ 
weie. foxes» fuppofoi by him to have been brQught 
11pm the Lee; but of u&lefs anii^s, fygh a^ i^/i 
lioufi an4 penguins, which he calb yermie» Hift 
nunijbec larM incredit^e/ He. allows, KEm^^^vmi, tdiftf 
thofe wka tfucfa. at thefe idands nu^ find goefe omsi 
0)ip^8» aad ia the iiaqimcr jnoothe^ wild oelosy &nd 
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-No token was feen by either, of any fettlenient ever 
made upon .this illand, and Mr. Macbride thought 
himfelf fo fecurc from hoftile difturbaiice, that whei| 
be ercfted hb wooden bloekhoufe h^ omittied to open 
the ports and loopholes. < > 

When a gairifon was ftationed at Port EgmontyXt 
was neceffary to try what fuftenance the ground could 
be by culture excited to prpduce. A gafcjeli w?s pre* 
pared, but the plants that fprting up, H^rithe^ away 
in immaturity. Some fir-feeds were fown ; but though . 
this be the native tree of rugged climates, the young 
firs that rofe above the ground died like weaker her- 
bage. The cold continued long, and the ocean feldom 
was at reft. , ' - 

Cattle fuGceedcd better than vegetables. Goats^ 
iheep, and hogs, that were carried thither^ were found 
to thrive and increafe as in other places. 
- . JV// mortalibus arduum $ft. There is nothing which 
human courage will not undertake, and little that 
human patience will not endure. The garrifon lived 
upon Falkland'^ Ijlandy fkrinking from the blaft^ and 
fhuddering at the billows. 

'This was a colony which could 'never become in<^ 
dependent, for it never could be able to maintain itfelfi 
The neceflary fupplies were annually fent from England^ 
at anexpenoe which the Admiralty began to think 
would not quickly be repaid. But fliame of deferting 
a projeft, and unwillingnefs to contend with aiprojeAoii 
that meant well, continued the garrifon, and fiipplied 
it with regular remittances of ftorcs and provi£on. 

Th^t of whioh W6 were.almoft wearyl^urfelvisg, 
we did not expedt aiify onp to envyj aod therefore 

foppofe4 
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fuppofed that we (liould be permitted to refide in 
Falkland^ IJlandy the undilputed lords of tempcftr 
beaten barrennefs. 

But on the 28th o{ November 1769, Captain Hunl^ 
obferving a Spanijh fchooner hovering about the iiland 
and furveying it, fent the commander a meffage, by 
which he required him to depart. The Spaniard made 
an appearance of obeying, but in two days cam^back 
with letters written by the governor of Port Solidadj 
and brought by the chief officer of a fettlement on the 
eaft part oi Falkland* s IJland. 

In this letter, dated Malouina^ November 30, the 
governor complains, that Captain Hunt^ when he 
ordered the fchooner to depart, affumed a power to 
which he could have no pretenlions, by fending an 
imperious meffage to the Spaniards in the king of 
Spain's own dominions. 

In another letter, fent at the fame time, he fup* 
pofes the EngliJ/i to be in that part only by accident, 
and to be ready to depart at the firft warning. This 
letter was accompanied by a prefent, of which, fays 
he, if it be neither equal to my dejire nor to your merits 
you mufi impute the deficiency to the Jituaiion of us 
both. 

In return to this hoftile civility. Captain Hunt 
warned them from the ifland, which he claimed in the 
pame of the king, as belonging to the EngliJIt by right 
of the firft difcovery and the firft fettlement. 

This was an affertion of more confidence than 
certainty. The right of difcovery indeed has al- 
ready appeared to be probable, but the right which 

priority 
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priority of fettlemaaftt coffers' I knoW/not 'wbefber w> 
yat <:an cftablifli* 

On December iq, the officer fent Idjt tlie.gov^flof 
of Por4 Salidxd xxiSidQ tkree protefts agaiftft. Cftptain 
jffunt'y for ith resit eaittg to fire iipt^ him^ fer<)g)poSiig 
hiB entraace into Port EgnwHi j ahd for ciiter if)g htaa- 
ielf into Pori &olidod. On tlue i*2th the Goy^rrtor of 
Pm Solidad formaUy warfled Caiptaiu Hunt to leav^ 
Port Egmont, and to forbear the nivigation of thefe fcasf^ 
without permifHoa from the king Qi Spain, 

To this Captain Hunt relied by repeating his fornoer 
claims by declaring that his orders were to keep 
poffcffion; and by once more warning the Spaniards 
to depart. 

The next month produced n>orc ptotefts and mcire 
replies, of which the tenor was nearly the fame. The 
operations of fuch harnilefs enmity having produced 
po effeft, were then reciprocally difcontinued, and the 
£.ngli/k were left for a time to enjoy the pictures of 
Falkland's f/land without moleftation. 

This tranquillity, however, did not laft long. A 
few months afterwards {Jme 4, 1770) the Induftrf^ 
a SpaniJIt frigate, commanded by an officer whofe name 
was Madariagay anchored in Port Egmont, bounds aa 
was faid, for Port Solidad^ aiid reduced, by a paf-, 
fage from Buenoi Ayres of fifty-,three daysj, tQ W^nt of 
water. 

Three days afterwards four other frigates entered 
^he port, and a broad pendant, fuch as is borne by 
the commander of a naval armament, was difplayed 
from the Jndujry. Captain Farmer qf the Swifh 

frigatCj^ 
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frigate, who: comttiandedf the garrifan, ord^ed^ t\i0 
crew of the Swift to cottie on (hore, and affifli in \t& 
defence ; and directed- Qaptdin Mblthy to bring the 
Favourite frigate, which he commanded, nearer tor 
tlic land. The Spaniards eafily difcx)yeriflg? the' puN 
pofe of his motion, let him know, tlur if he weiglied 
his anchot, they would fire upon his Ibip^ but 
paying' no. regard: to thefo menaces^ he advanced 
towards the (hore. The SpaniJ/t fleet follov«iKj, and 
two fliotB were^firedi which fell atudiftanGefroifthim. 
He then fecit to inquire the reafon of fuch hofti->» 
lity, and was^ told that tha Ihots were intended only^ 
as fignals^ 

Both the EngHJk' Captains wrote the next day to 
Madariaga the Spani/k Commodore, warning hitti from 
the ifland, as from a place which the £^^/^/ held by^ 
right of difcovery. 

Miidariagay who feems to have had no defite o^ 
tinndcefiary^ mifchief^ invited them (7««^ 9) td ftnd 
an* officer who (hould take a view of his forces, that 
they might be convinced of the vanity of refiftancei 
and do that without compulfion which hfe wa» upoiv 
refufal (M^epared to enforce. 

An officer was fent, who found fixtecn hundred 
men, with a train of twenty-feven cannon, four 
mortars, and 'twO'liundred bombs* The < fleet con« 
fiftedof five frigates, from twenty to thirty guns, 
which were now ftationed oppofit© ,to the Block- 
houfe*^ . ' 

He then fent them a formal memorial^ in which' 
hC' maintained his mafte^'s right to the whole Ma* 
fellamk ^region, and exhort^ ^ the- -EngUfi- to retire 

quietljr 
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quietly from the fcttkmcnt, which they could ncithfcl 
juftify by right, nor maintain by power. 

, He oflfered thetn the liberty df carrying away whit^ 
ever they wfcre defirousto remove^ and promifed hi^ 
receipt for what (hould be left, that no lofs might be? 
fufFered by them. 

His prbpofitions were expfefled in terms of great 
civility ; but he concludes with demanding an anfwer 
in fifteen minutes* 

Having while he was writing received the lett^s of 
warning written the day beJfore by the Englifli Cap- 
tains, he told, them that he. thought himfelf able to* 
prove the king of Spain % title to all thofe countries^ 
but that this was no time for verbal altercations. He 
perfiiled in his determination^ and allowed only fifteen 
minutes for an anfwer. 

To this it was replied by Captain Farmer^ that, 
though there had been prjefcribed yet a fhorter time, 
he (hould ftill refolutely defend his charge; that this,, 
whether menace or force, would be confidered as an 
infult on the Britijk flag, and that fatisfadlion would 
certainly be required. 

On the next day {June lo) Madariaga landed his 
forces, and it may. be eafily imagined that he had no 
bloody conqueft. l"he Englijh had only a wooden 
blockhoufe, built a,t Woolwich^ and carried in pieces to 
the ifland, with a fmall battery of cannon. To contend 
with Qbftin^Lcy had been only to kvifh life without ufe 
or hope. After the exchange of a very few ftiots, a- 
capitulation was propofed. 

The Spanijh Commander aAed with mioderation ; he', 
exerted little of the gooqueror i what he had oiFered 

before 
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Wfore. the. attack, he granted after the viftorjr; the 
Englijh were allowed to leave the place with every, 
honour, only their departure was delayed by the terms 
of the capitulation twenty days; and to fecure their, 
ftay, the rudder of the Favourite was taken off. 
What they defired to carry away they removed with- 
out moleftation ; and of what they left an inventory 
was drawn, for which the Spani/i officer by his receipt 
promifed to be accountable. 

' Of this petty revolution, fo fudden and fo diftanf^ 
the Ehglijh miniftry could not poflibly have fuch. 
notice as might enable them to prevent it. The, 
conqueft, if fuch it may be called^ coft but three 
days ; for the Spaniards^ either fuppofing the garrifon^ 
ftronger than it was, or refolving to truft nothing to 
chance, or confidering that, as their force was greater, 
there was lefs danger of bloodlhed, came with a power- 
that made refiftance ridiculous, and at once demanded 
jyid obtained poffeffion. 

The firft account of any difcontent expreffed by. 
the Spaniards was brought by Captain Huntj who 
Striving at Plymouthy 7»«^.3>*i77o, informed the Ad- 
xniralty that the ifland had been claimed in December 
by the Governor of Port Solidad. 

. This (Jaim, made by an officer of fo little dignity, 
without any known direction from his fuperiors, could ^ 
be Gonfidered only as the zeal or officioufnefs of an 
individual, unworthy of publick notice,or the formality, 
of remon (trance. 

^ In A^gujl Mr. Harrisy the refident at Madrid^ 
gave notice to lord Weymouth of an 'account newly 
ftrought to Cadiz y that the Englijh were in poffeffion 
qI Port Cuizada, the fame which we call Port Eg^. 

mont. 
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mtfty itf tfife Mdgdlafticli fda-; t*it' \tijmuafy ih€^ 
Bad' wkrned away two S^pattijh (Hips ; atid that an^ 
ariTKrmcnt wu^ fentoutf in-iRfoj from Auenvs Ayr^es- i& 
diflbdge them; 

It Wa*' pefh^ips^; nbt^ ytt certain^ t^at this acfcount^ 
Wftsttue; but' ttie information, however faithfbl, wai 
too latcf ffer' preventions ' it: wa$ c'afily ktioWn, that a' 
ficfet dirpatched4n'ik% had before ^^^^ fucceddcd- 
or mifcarried- 

Ih Oefobdr, Captain iVf^//^jK canle txy England^ ahd 
gftlre the account which I have now epitbmifed,t of his^ 
&Lp^\iioiA'(vom Falklan(Ps IJlahds, 

Frorti^tht^- modKhit the whole- nation caU'witne© 
thrAt no tinde wias loft. The navy was itirVeyed^ tte^ 
fhips refitted,* and commanders apporhtcd 5 atxd a pows^' 
erful fl^ec was affembWd, wdf rtianned and Veil itoredj 
with'e4)edition aftei* fo long a peace perfiaps neVet' 
fchowh before, aftd'witH vigom* whrdi^aftcf the wafte* 
of fo long a war fcarcely any otKer natldii had -been' 
cJapabk of eiert ingi 

Thie^'plpeparationr,- fcK illufftfibus in the ey^^of^uropii 
attd ^f6 df&iaiious in^its event, was db^mfted • by th'tf 
Htmeft i^wfe^'Op^thiat mrifyfadion which* hk^ too lotig: 
filled the kingdom, fometimes^wlth'thfe'rbaf of eiilpty 
rflfenacfej- a^d f(!ymetime$ witW tire yell of hypocritical 
iammtzd^h:- Evbryman-fiAr, and e\>ery horieft man' 
fl«r wi*^d^teffiAtteni that' they whb defiVed t6 force* 
tbbl^.fovSrel^'into'^^r,- ctide^voui^d 'at the f^mfe tiifefe' 
to difable him from aftion. 

l^-vigbur and IpirJt of thfc' minifffy eafrly tfdke 
th*f6iigW^aff tht riraehinarioh^ of th'efe pygmy rebels^; 
ahd otir arminitertt was quickly fuch as was likely to 
Iflike'on^ nfcfgbciations effcaro^K ' ....:* 

The 
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The prince of Majeraa^.in his firft conferente mtl^ 
the Englijh tliinifters on this occafion, owned that h? 
l^d fmm Madrid received intelligence that the Englifk 
had beea forcibly expelled from Falkiand'% IJlmd by 
Biu:i:areUu the governor of Buenos Ayres^ without any 
particular orders from the king of Spain* But being 
^ed, whether itt his roafter's name he difavowed 
JBuccare/Ii*^ violence^ he r^fufed to anfwcr without 
dirc^don. 

The fcene of negociation was now removed to 
Madrid^ and in September Mr. Harris wa^ dire6ted tQ 
demaad from Grma/di the SpamJ/i minifter, the reftitu- 
tion of Faikiwd*s IJlcmd^ aud a diiavowal q( BuuareUi'f 
hoftiiitics. 

k was to be expeded that Grimaldi would objeft 
to tB our own behaviour, who had ordered the Sp^ 
maris to depart from the fame ifland. To this ft 
was replied. That the Englijh forces were indeed 
direfted to warn other nations away.; but if com*- 
pliance were refuted, to proceed quietly in maklftg 
their fettlement, and fuffer tlie fubjeds of whatevejr 
power to remain there without moleftation. By pof* 
feitfion thus taken, there was ooly a difputabie clainji 
iKlvaiiccd, which might be peaceably and regularly 
decided, without infult and ♦without force j and if 
the Spaniards had complained at the BritiJIi courts 
their reaibos would have been heard, and all iojuri^iJ 
redrcfed ; but that, by prefuppofing the juflice ^ 
their o^n title, and having recourfe to arms, without 
any previous notice or remonftrance, they had vioiate4 
the peace, and infulted the Britijh government ; and 
therefore it was expedted that fatisfisidioa fhould b^ 

Vol. VIIL I made 
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inade by publick difavowal, and immediate reftitu* 
tiori. 

The anfwer of Grtmaldi was ambiguous and coH* 
He did not allow that any particular orders had been 
given for driving the Englijh from their fettlcment ; 
but made no fcruple of declaring, that fuch an ejedtion 
was nothing more than the fettlers might have ex- 
pefted ; and that Buccarelli had not, in bis opinion, 
incurred any blame, as the general injundtions to the 
'American governors were, to fufFer no incroachments 
bn the Spanijh dominions* 

In OSlober the prince of Majferan propofed a con* 
Vention for the accommodation of differences by mu- 
tual conceffions, in which the warning given to the 
Spaniards by Hunt fliould be difavowed on one fide, 
and the violence ufed by Buccarelli on the other. 
This offer was confidered as little lefs than a new in* 
fult, and Grimaldi was told, that injury required repa- 
ration 5 that when either party had fuffered evident 
wrong, there was not the parity fubfifting which is 
implied in conventions and contracts j that we con- 
fidered ourfelves as openly infulted, and demanded 
fatisfadion plenary and unconditional. 

Grimaldi affefted to wonder that we were not yet 
appeafed by their conCeffions. They had, he faid, 
granted all that was required; they had offered to 
Teftore the ifland in the ftate in which they found it; 
but he thought that they likewife might hope for fomc 
regard, and tliat the warning fent by Hunt would be 
•difavowed. ' • 

- Mr. Harris J our minifter at Madrid^ infilled that 
the injured party had a right to unconditional repa* 

ration. 
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* fation, and Grimaldi delayed- his arifwer that a council 
might be called i In a few days orders were difpatch- 
cd to prince Mafferan^ by which he was commifSohed 
to declare the king of Spaing readinefs to fatisfy! the 
» demands of the king oi England^ in expedation of 
•receiving from him reciprocal fatisfaftion, by the dif- 
avowal, fo often required, of Hunt*s warning. 

Finding the Spaniards difpofed td make no other ac* 
knowledgments, the Englijh miniftry confideted a war 
as not likely to be long. avoided. In the latter end of 
.November private notice was given of their danger to 
the merchants at Cadiz^ and the offifcers abfent from 
Gibraiiar were remanded to their pofts. Our naval 
force was every day Jncrcafed, and we made no abate* 
ment of our original demand* 

The obftinacy of die Spani/h court Hill continued^ 
and about the end of the year all hope of reconcilia- 
tion was fo dearly 6xtiriguifhed, thit Mr. Harris was 
direfted to withdraw, ,with the ufual forms, from his 
lefidence at Madrid. 

' Moderation is commonly firrtl, and firmnefs is 
(fommonly fuccefsful; having not fwelled Our firft 
requifition with any fuperfluous appendages^ we had 
nothing to yield, we therefore only repeated out 
firft prbpofitioft, prepared for war, though defirCua 
ef peaces 

About this time, as is Well knoWn^ the king of 
P'rance difmiffed Choifeul from his employments* 
What effect this revolution of the French court had 
upon the Spanijh counfels, I pretend not to be in- 
formed* Choifeul had always profeffed pacifick dif- 

1 2 poiitions^. 
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pofieiom, nor is it eertftm, however it tnay be fut* 
peded, that he talked in difl^rent flrams to different 
parties. 

It feems to be almoft th« toJiiverfal errour of hifto- 
rians to fuppofe it politically, as it is phyficilly tru«, 
that every ttkit has a proportionate caofe. in tbq 
inanimate a(^ion of matter upon matter, the moticm 
produced tan be but equal to the force of the moting 
power 5 but the operations of life, whether private or 
publick, admit no fuch laws. The caprices of vo- 
luntary agents kugh at calculation. It is not always 
that there is a ftrong reafon for a great event. Ob*- 
llinacy and flexibility, malignity and kindne&, givfe 
place alternately to each other^ and the reafon of 
thefe vicifljtudes, however important may be the con- 
fequences, often efcapes the mind in which the change 
is ma;de. 

Whether the alteration which b^n in Jatmary to 
ft(^ear in the SpatUJh counfels, had any other cauJ6 
than conviftion of the impropriety of their paft con** 
^uft, and of the danger of a new war, it is not cafy 
to decide ; but they began^ whatever was the reaibn, 
to relax their haugbtinefs> and Mr, Harrises departure 
was countermanded. 

The demands firft tnadfe by England were ftill con*- 
tinued, and on January 2 2d, the prince of Afo^r^»i 
delivered a declaration, in Which tlie king oi Spain 
idifavQ^s tie vioient enttrprife qf^ SuC'Care/ti^ and pro- 
ihifes to reftore the port and fert tailed ^m(mt^ ^Ukidf 
tie artillery nndftore^y a€c0rdin^ to the in^ntory. 

To this pcomife of reftitutioh is fubjaincd that thii 
engagement to rejore Port Egmont, cannot^ nor ought 

in 
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in My viifi to affeS the tptfiitn tf the prior right if 
fofuereigmy rf the Malouine otigrwift €aUcd FaiUandV 
Mands. 

This ccwKeflion was accepted by th/e Earl of Bs^k^ 
Jord^ who declared on the part of his mafter, that thie 
prince of Mqfferan being authorized by his catholick 
majefty, to offer in his maj^fs name to tie king <f 
tjFfcat Britain^ ,tf fatisfaSion for ike injury done him by . 
dijpoffeffing him of Port Egmont, and hairing figned 
a declaratioo expreffing that his tathoiick ma^€% 
difavoms the expedition againft Pojrt Egmont, and con 
gages to reftore it in the ftate in which it ftood befom 
the ibth of June 1770, his Britannick majejiy will 
kok upon the faid deciaration^ together with the fidl 
ferfomuuue afthe engagement on tie par/ of his catholick 
majejlyy as a faiisfaSiion for the injury done to the trawn 
^ Great Brttaia. 

This is ail that was originally dcsnanded. The €X- 
l^editioa is difairowed, and the ifland is reftorcd. An 
injury ss acknowledged by the reception of Lord Roch* 
ford*% paper, who. twice mentions the word injury aad 
twice tj^e word fatisfaSlion. 

The Spaniards have ilipulated that the grant of pof- 
fefilon &aU not preclude the queiition of prior right, 
a queftion which we (hall probably make no hafte to 
difcufs, and a right of which no formal refignation was 
ever required. This referve has fupplied matter for 
much clamour, and perhaps the EngHJk miniftry 
would have been better pleafed had the dedaration 
been without it. But when we have obtained all 
that was aiked, why (hould we complain that we 
have not more ? When the pofleffioa is conceded* 
where is the evil that the right, which that con- 

I3 ceffioa 
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ceffioh fuppofes to be merely hypothetical, is rcfened 
to the Greek calends ifor a future difquiQtion ? Were 
the Switzers lefs free or lefs fecure, becaufe after their 
, defeftion from the houfe oiAuftria they had never been 
declared independent before the treaty oiWeftpkalia f 
Is the \i\vigoi France lefs a fovereign becaufe "the king 
pf England partakes his title ? 

If fovereignty implies undifputed right, fcarce any 
prince is a fovereign through his whole dominions ; 
if fovereignty confifts in this; that no fuperiour is acr 
knowledged, our king feigns at Port Egmont with 
fovereign authority, Almoft: every new acquired terr 
ritory is in fome degree* controvertible, and till the 
.controverfy is decided, a term very difficult to be 
fixed, all that can be had is real poffefiion and aAua} 
dominion^ 

This furely is a fufficlent anfwer to the feudal gatjr 
ble of a man who is eveiy day leffening that fplendour 
of charader which once illuminated the kingdom^ 
then dazzled, and afterwards inflamed.it; and for 
whom it will be happy if the nation fh^ at laft difr 
mifs him to namelefs obfcurity, with that equipoife qf 
. blame and praife which Corneille allows to Ricklieu^ a 
pian who, I thiak, had much of his merit, ^nd inany 
pf his faults. 

Qhacun park a fin grJ da ce grand Carifinai^ 

Mais pour moije n^en dirai rien ; 
// m'* a fait trop de hien pour eu dire du palf 

Jl m* a fait /'"^ ^f mal poifr «? d^re du hier^m 

To pulb advantages top far is neither generous 
Jj9r juft. Had we infilled oi) a conceflion of antc- 
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cedent right, it may not miibecotne us, either as 
moraliils or politicians, to confider what GrimaUi 
could have anfwered. We have already, he might 
6y, granted you the whole effeft of right, and have 
not denied you the name. We have not faid that the 
right was ours before this concefiion, but only that . 
what right we had, is not by this conceffion vacated. 
We have now for more than two centuries ruled large 
trafts of the American continent, by a claim which per- 
haps is valid only upon this'coniideration, that no 
power can produce a better; by the right of difcovery . 
and prior fcttlement. And by fuch titles almoft all 
,the dominions of the earth Are holden, except that 
their original is beyond memory, and greater obfcurity * 
^ves them greater veneration. Should we allow this 
plea to be annulled, the wholp fabrick of our empire 
ihakes at the foundation. When you fuppofe your- 
fclves to have -firfl: defcried the diCputed illand, you 
fuppofe what you can hardly prove. We were at leaft 
the general difcoverers of the Magellanick region,. and 
have hitherto held it with all its adjacencies. The 
juftice of this tenure the world has hitherto admitted, 
and yourfelves at leaft tacitly allowed it, when about 
twenty years ago you defifted from your purpofed ex- 
pedition, and exprefsly difowned any defign of fettling, 
where you are now not content to fettle and to 
reign, without extorting fuch a confeffion of original 
right, as may invite every other nation to follow 
you. 

To confiderations fuch as thefe, it is reafopable to 
impute that anxiety of the Spaniards^ from whictv 

J 4 the 
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the hnportaoce of this tfland is inferred by Junius^ ooff- 
of the few writers of bia defpicable £3ifttoit wko£^ name 
dob not difgrace the page of an opponents The valms 
of the thing, difputed may be Tely diflferent to him that 
gains and him that lofes it. The Spoftutrdsjhy yielding 
Falkiand'% Iftandy have admitsed a precedent of what 
they think encroachment i have fufifered a breach ta 
be made in the outworiES of their emfnre ; and, not-^ 
withftanding the referve of prior right, have fuflferod a 
daageroas exception to the prefcriptive tenure of their 
Amtfican territories.' 

Such is the lofs of S'^ain \ let us now compute the 
profit oi Britain. We have, by obtaining a difavowal 
of ^uccarflli^s expedition, and a reftitutbn of our iet* 
tkmetit, maintained the honour of the crow^iy and the 
fupenority of our influence* Beyond this what have 
we acquired ? What, but t bleak arid gloonay folitpde, 
an ifland thrown aiid^ from human ttic, llormy in 
winter, and barren in fummer ; an ifland which not 
the foothem fevagcs have dignified with liabitation ; 
where a garriibn mull be kept in a flate that coa^ 
t^mpkt^s with envy the exiles o( Sihria-^ of which 
the expatnce will be perpetual, and the ufe only bc- 
cafionals and.\*bich, if fortune fmile upon our la-, 
bours, may become a ncft of finu^lers in pcace^^ 
^wkJ in war the refuge of future Buccaniers. To all 
this the gova^nment has now given ample attcftatioo, 
Ibr the ifland has been fince abandoned^ and perhaps 
was kept only to quiet clamours, with an intention, 
Bot then v^holly concealed, of quitting it in a (bort 
linnet ■ 
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This is the country of which we have now pofifef* 
iion, and of which a numerous party pretends to wi(h 
that we had . murdered thoufands ior the titular fo- 
wreignty. To charge any men with fuch roadnefs, 
approaches to an accufation defeated by its own in* 
credibtKty. As they have been long accumulating 
falsehoods, it is pofilble that they are now only adding 
another to the heap, and that they do not mean all 
that they profefsb But of this fa&ion what evil may. 
not be credited ? They have hitherto Ihewn no vir- 
tue, and very little wit, beyond that mifcbievous cun- 
ning lor which it is held by Haie that children may be 
banged. 

As war is. the lail of remedies, cun^a prtus tentanda^ 
iJI lawful e:a(pedient$ muft be ufed to avoid it. As 
war is the extremity of evil, it is furely the duty of 
thofe whofe ftation intrufts them with the care of na* 
tions, to avert it from their charge. There are dif- 
eafes c^ animal nature which nothing but amputation 
cao remove ; fo there may, by the depravation of hu- 
man pafiions, be fometimes a gangrene in collective life 
for which (ire and the fword are the neceflary remedies ; 
but in what can (kill or caution be better ihewn thaa 
preventing fuch dreadful operations, while there is yet 
XQom for gentler methods .^ 

It is wonderful with what coolnefs and indifference 
the greater part of mankind fee war commenced, 
Thofe that hear of it at a diftance, or read of it in 
books, but have never prefented its evils to thcit* 
minds, confider it as little more than a fplendid game, 
^ proclamation, an army, a battle, and a triumph. 
%Xf^ indeed muft perifh in the moft fuccefslul fields 

but 
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but they die upon the bed of honour, refign their lives 
4midft the joys of conquefi^ andy filled with England V 
glory ^fmile in death. 

The life of a modern foldier is ill reprefcnted by 
hcroick fidion. War has means of deftruftion niorc 
formidable than the cannon and the fword. Of the 
thoufands and ten thdufands that periftied in our late 
contcfts with France and Spaiuy a* very fmall part ever 
felt the ftroke of an enemy j the reft languiflied in 
tents and (hips, amidfl damps and putrefaction; pale, 
torpid, fpiritlefs, and helplefs; gafping and groaning, 
tinpitied among men, made obdurate by long conti- 
nuance of hopelefs mifery ; and were at laft whelmed 
in pits, or heaved into the ocean, without notice and 
without remembrance. By incommodious encamp- 
mcQts and unwholefome ftations, where courage is ufe- 
lefs, and enterprife impradicable, fleets. are filently dit 
peopled, and armies flu^ilhly melted away. 

Thus is a people gradually exhaufted, for the moft 
part, with little effeft. The wars of civilized nations ^ 
make very flow changes in the fyflem of empire. 
The publick perceives fcarccly any alteration but an 
increafe of debt ; and the few individuals who are be^^ 
nefited, are not fuppofed to have the clearefl: right to 
their advantages. If he that (hared the danger en- 
joyed the profit, and after bleeding in the battle grew 
rich by the vidory, he might fliew hi? gains with^ 
out envy. But at the conclufion of a ten years 
war, how are we recompenfed for the death of mul- 
titudes and the expence of millions, but by contem- 
plating the fudden glories of paymafl:ers and agents, 
Qontradpr^ and commiflTaries, whofe equipages fliinc 

like 
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like meteors, And whofe, palaces rift? like exhala- 
tions ? 

Thefe are the men who, without virtue, labour, or 
hazard, are growingrich as their country is impoveriih- 
ed; they rejoice when obftinacy or ambition adds 
Mother year to flaughter and devaftation ; and laugh 
from their defks at bravery and fcience, while they are 
adding figure to figure, and cipher to cipher, hoping 
for a new contrad from a new armament, and conv 
puting the profits of a fiege or tempeft. 

Thofe who fuffcr their minds to dwell on thefe con^ 
fiderations will think it no great crime in the miniftry 
l:hat they have not fnatched with eagernefs the firft 
opportunity of rulhing into the field, when they were 
able to obtain by quiet negociation ail the real good 
^hat vidtory could have brought us. 

Of vidtory indeed every nation is confident before 
the fwqrd is drawn; and this inutual confidence 
produces that wantopnefs of bloodfhed that has fo 
often defolated th^ world. But it is evident, that 
of contradiftory opinions one muft be wrong, and 
,the hiftory of mankind does not want e:?f:amples that 
may teach c^utipx^ ^o ^he daring, and moderation to 
J:he- proud. 

Let us not think our laurels Wafted by conde- 
fcending to inquire, whether wp might hot poffibly 
• grow rather lefs than greater by attacking Spain? 
Whether we fliouW have tq contpnd with Spain 
^one, whatever has been promifed by our patriots, 
fxiay very reafonably be doubted. A war declared 
for the empty found of an ancient title to a MageU 
ffnfick rock, ivpuld raife the indignation of the cartfi 
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againft us. Thcfe encroadiers on the vrsAt of iui« 
turc, fays our ally the Rtijfian^ if they fucceed in their 
Trrft effort of ufui pation, will make war upon us for 
^ title to Kamfchaifcka. Thefe univerfal fettlers, (ayB 
our ally the Dane^ will in a Ihort time fettle upon 
Greenland^ and a fleet will batter Copgnhagen, %\\\ we am 
willing to confefs that it altSrays was their own. 

In a quarrel like this, it is not poflibie that any 
power Qiould favour us, and it is very likely that 
fome would oppofe us. The French^ we are told, 
are otherwife employed ; the xontefts between the 
ling of France and his own fubjeds are fufficicnt ta 
withhold him from fupporting Spain: But who does 
not know that a foreign war has often put a ftpp to 
civil difcord^ ? It withdraws the attention of the* pub- 
lick from domeftick grievances, and affords opportu^ 
Ditics of dtfmifling the turbulent and rcfttefs to diftant 
employments. The Spaniards have always an ai^gsr- 
tnent of irrefiftible pcrfuafion. If France will not fupf- 
port them againft England^ they will flrengthen Ei^- 
land againft France^ 

But let us indulge a dream of idle fpeculation, 
and fuppofe that we are to engage with Sp^in^ and 
with Spain alone j it ^is not even yet very certain 
that much advantage will be ^gained, Spain is not 
caiily vulnerable ; her kingdom, by the }ols or ccf- 
fion of many fragment's of dominion, is beconie 
folid and compaft. The Spaniards have indeod no 
fiect able to oppofe us, but they will not endeavour 
aftual oppofitipn ; they will Ihut themfelves up in 
their own territories, and let us exhauft our feannea 
in a hopelefs fiegc^ They will give comfniffiens to 

privateers 
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privateers of every nation^ who will prey upon our 
merchants without poffibility of reprifal. If they 
think their plate fleet in danger^they will forbid it to 
fet &il, and live a while upon the credit of treafure 
which all Europe knows to be fafe ; and which, if ouf 
obftinacy ft>ould C9ntinue till they can no, longer be 
without it^ will be conveyed to them with fecrecy 
and fecurity by <mr natural enemies tlie Fnnck^ ^^1 
the Dutch our natural allies. 

But the whc^ cotitinent of Spani/k America will lie 
opeA to invafion j we (hall have nothing to do but 
march into thefe wealthy regions^ and make tlieir 
prefeot mftfteh confefs that they were always ours by 
ancicbt right. We fhall throw brafs and iron out of 
our houfe^ aftd nothing but filver will be fecn among 

UB. 

All fills is very defirable, but it is not certain that 
it cari be eafily attained. Large trails of Ammca 
vra'e aided by the kft war to the Britijk dominions j^ 
but, if the fadtioii credit their own Apollo^ they were 
conquered in Germany. They at beft are only the 
barren parts of the continent^ the refufe of the earlier 
adveuturers, whidx the Frmth^ who came Uft, had 
taken only as better than nothii^. 

Againft the Span^ dominions we have never 
kitherto been able t6 do much. A few privateers 
have grown ridi at their expence, but no fcbeme of 
conqueft has yet been fuccefsful. , They are defended 
not by walls mounted with cannons which by cannons 
may be battered, but by the ftorms of the deep and 
the vapours of the land, by the flames of calenture 
«ad Uafts of |>eftilencc. 

In 



Digitized by VjOOQIC ... 



\i6 f?ALiCLANl3*S ISLANDS 

In the reign of Etizdbethy the feivourite period 6f 
Eugli/h greatnefs, no enterprifes againft America had 
any other confequence than thit of extending Englijk 
navigation. Here Cavendijh periflied after all hi^ 
hazards ; and here Drake and Hawkins j great as thejr 
were in knowledge and in fame^ having promifed 
honour to themfelves and dominion to the countrj^, 
funk by defperation and mifery in dilhonourabk 
graves. 

During the proteftorfliip of Ctomwelly tx tittle ,of 
which the patriotick tribe^ ftill more ardently defire 
the return, the Spanijk dominions were again at^ 
tempted; but here, and only here, the fortune of 
Cromwell made a paufe. His forces • were driven 
from Hifpaniola^ his hopes of poffeffing the fFeft Indies 
vaniftied, and Jamaica was taken, only that the whole 
expedition might not grow ridiculouSi 

The attack of Carthagena is yet remembered^ 
where the Spaniards from the ramparts faw their in-* 
vaders deftroyed by the hoftility of the elements i 
poifohed by the air, and crippled by the dewsj 
where every hour fwept away battalions $ and in the 
three days that pafled between the defcent and re*" 
embarkation, half an army perifhed. 

In the laft war the Havanna was taken, at what 
expence is too well remembered. May my country 
be never curfed with fuch another conqueft ! 

Thefe inftances of mifcarri^, and thefe argu- 
ments of difficulty, may perhaps abate the military 
ardour of the Publick. Upon the opponents of the 
government their operation will be different j they 
wifh for war, but not for conqueft; viftory would 
defeat their purpofes equally with peace; becaufe 
1 profperity 
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pfofperity would naturally continue truft in thbfc 
hands which had ufed it fortunately. The patriotsi 
gratified themfelves with expeftations that fomc 
finiftrous accident, or erroneous condud:, might dif- 
fufe difcontent and inflame malignity. Their hope is 
malevolence, and their good is evil. 

Of their zeal for their country we have already 
had a fpecimen. While they were terrifying the na- 
tion with doubts whether it was any longer to exift; 
while they reprefented invafive armies as hovering in 
, the clouds, and hoftile fleets as emerging from the 
deeps ; they obftrufted our levies of feamen, and em- 
barraflTed our endeavours of defence. Of fuch men 
he thinks with unneceflary candour who does not be- 
lieve them likely to have promoted the mifcarriage 
which they defired, by intimidating our troops or be- 
traying our counfels. 

It is confidered as an injury to the Publick by 
thofe fanguinary ftatefmen, that though the ifleet has 
been refitted and manned, yet no hoftilities have 
followed J and they who fat wifhing for mifery and 
flaughter are difappointed of their pleafure. But as 
peace, is the end, of war, it is the end likewife of pre- 
parations for war; and he may be juftly hunted down 
as the enemy of mankind, that can chqofe to fnatch 
by violence and blood fhed, what gentler means cau 
equally obtain. 

The miniftry are reproached as not daring to 
provoke an enemy, left ill fuccefs fhould difcredit 
and- difplace them. I hope that they had better 
reafons ;. that they paid fome regard to equity and 
humanity ; and confidered themfejves as entrufted 
with the fafety of their fellow-fubjeds, and as the 
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dcftroyers of all that flipuld be foperfluoufly flaugh^ 
tered. But let us fuppofe that their own difcty faaii 
fbtne influence on their condud:, they will not, how* 
ever, fink to a level with their enemies. Though the 
motive might be felfift, the aft was innocent. They 
who grow rich by adminlftering phyfick, arc not to 
be numfciercd with them that get money by dif- 
penfing poifon. If they maintain power by harm^ 
kflAdTs and peace^ they muft for ever be at a great 
diflance from ruffians who would gain it by mifchtdT 
and confufion. The watch of a city may guard it 
for hire ; but are well employed in protefting it from 
thofe who lie in wait to fire the ilreets and rob the 
faoufes amidft the conflagration. 

An unfuccefsful war would undoubtedly have 
had the tfkSi which the enemies of the miniftry fa 
earneftly defire; for who could have fuftained the 
difgrace of folly ending in misfortune? But bad 
wanton invaCon undefcrvedly profpered^ had Faik^ 
fafhts IJinnd been yicWed unconditionally with ev^ry 
right prior and pofterior ; though the rabble might 
have fliouted, and the windows have blawd, yet 
thofe who know the value of life, and the uncer- 
tainty of publick credit, would have murmured, per* 
haps unheard, at the increafe of our debt and the \o^ 
of our people. 

This thirft of blood, however the vifible pro* 
tnotcrs of fediticm may think it convenient to Ihrink 
from the acculation, is loudly avowed by Jwnus 
the writer to whom his patty owes much pf it^ 
pride, and fome of its popularity. Of Jumus it 
cannot be (aid, as of Ulyff^ that he &attef^ ambi* 
Z glioui 
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guous exprdilons among the vulgar ; for he cries //^-; 
yock without referve, and endeavours to let flip the 
dogs of foreign of of civil war, ignorant whither they; 
ftre going, and carelefs what may be their prey# 

Junius has fometimes made his fatire felt, but let 
not injudicious admiratioii miftake the venom of tliQ 
ibaft for the vigour of the bow. He has fometimes 
{ported with lucky malice j but to him that knbw 
his company, it is not hard to, be farcaftlck in a 
maik. While he walks like Jack the Giant-Jdllet 
in a coat of darkpefs, 'be may do much mifchief 
with;little ftrength. Novelty captivates the fuperfi- 
cial and though tiefs; vehemence delights the dif- 
contented and turbulent. He that contradids aci* 
knowledged truth, will always have an audience ; he 
that vilifies eftabliftied authority will alw2^ys,j6nd abet*- 
tors. 

Junifis burft into notice with a blaze of impudence 
which has rarely glared upon the world before, and 
4rew the rabble after him as a monfter makes a fhow. 
When he had once provided for his fafety by impene- 
trable fecrecy, he had nothing to combat but truth 
and jufticQ, enemies whom he knows to be feeble iri 
the dark. Being then at liberty to indulge himfelf in 
all the immunities of invifibility ; out of the reach c£f 
danger, he has been bold j out of the reach of fliamc, 
Jbe has been confident. As a rhetorician, he has had 
the art of perfuading when he feconded defire ; as a 
reafoner, he has convinced thofe who had no doubt 
before ; as a moralift, he has taught that virtue may 
difgrace ; and as a patriot, he has gratified the mean 
.by infults on the high. .Finding fedition afceiwtent, 

Voi^yilL ' K he 
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he has been able to advance it ; finding the nation 
combufllble, he has been able to inflame it. Let us 
abftradt from his wit the vivacity of infolence, and 
withdraw from his efBcacy the fympathetick favour of 
plebeian malignity ; I do not fay that we (ball leave 
him nothing; the caufe that I defend fcorns the help 
of falfehood ; but if we leave him only his merit, what 
will be his praife ? 

It is not by his livclinefs of imagery, his pungency^ 
of periods, or his fertility of allufion, that he detains 
the cits of London^ and the .boors of Middlefex. Of 
ftyle and fentiment they take no cognizance. They 
admire him for virtues like their own, for contempt 
of order and violence of outrage, for rage of defama- 
tion and audacity of falfehood. The fupporters of 
the Bill of Rights feel no niceties of compofition, nor 
dexterities of fophiftry ; their faqjilties are better pro«» 
portioned to the bawl of Bellas^ or barbarity of Beck-' 
fcrd\ but they are told that Juiim is on their fide^ 
and they are therefore fure that Junius is infalli- 
ble. Thofe' who know not whither he would lead 
them, refolve to follow him; and thofe who cannot 
find his meaning, hope he means rebellion. 

7««/«5 i^'an unufual plisenomenon, on which fomc- 
have gazed with wonder and fome with terrour, but 
wonder and terrour are tranfitory paffions. He will 
loon be more dofely viewed or more attentively ex- 
amined, and what folly has taken for a comet that 
firom its flaming hair (hook peftilence and war, inquiry 
will find to be only a meteor formed by the vapours 
of putrefying democracy, and kindled into flame by 
the cffervefccnce of intereft ftruggling with con- 

vidioni 
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virion ; which after having plunged its followers in 
a bog, will leave us inquiring why we regard it. 

Yet though I cannot think theftyle oi Junius fecure 
from criticifm, though his cxpreffions are often trite, 

* and his periods feeble, I Ihould never have ftationed 
him where he has placed himfelf, had I not rated hini 
by bis morals rather than his faculties. What, fays 
Pope, muft be the prieft, where a monkey is the 
god ? What muft be the drudge of a party of which 
the heads are Wilkes and Crojby^ Sawbridge and 
Town/end ? 

Junius knows his own meaning, and can therefore 
tell it. • He is an enemy to the miniftry, he fees them 

♦ growing hourly ftronger. He knows that a war at 
once unjuft and unfuccefsful would have certainly 
difplaced them, and is therefore, in his zeal for his 
country, angry that war was not unjuftly made, and 
unfuccefsfully conduded. But there are others whole 
thoughts are lefs clearly expreffed, and whofe 
fchemes perhaps are lefs confequentially digeftedj 
who declare that they do not wifti for a rupture, 
yet condemn the mmiftry for not doing that, by which 
a rupture would naturally have been made. 

If one party rcfolves to demand what the other 
«folves to reftife, the difpute can be detern^ined only 
by arbitration; and between powers who have no 
common fuperiour, there is no other arbitrator thaa 
the fword. 

Whether the miniftry might not equitably have 
demanded more, is not worth a queftion. The ut- 
moft exertion of right is always invidious, and where 
claims are not eafily determinable is always dangerous. 
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We«&cd all thit was' nccefl&ry, -ftrid p^rfifted in eat 
firfl claim wttbotit mdan reQdffiod, or watiti:Hi aggm-. 
wtfon. Tfct Spinkrds found us Fefolute, ^aiod com- 
plied after a (hort ftruggle. 

The iteal crime of !he miniftry is, that they hftvc 
iwihd the means 6f avoiding their own min; biit 
the qha<ge againft them is multifarious -aad coa- 
jRifed, as will faappea, when malice and difcontefit 
ate aAiamed of their complaint. The pail and the 
future are complicated in the cenfujre. We have 
heard a tumultuous clamour about honour and rights, 
injuries ^nd infults, the Briiijk flag, and the Fa- 
vourite's rudder, BuccarelJi's condud, and Grimal&*$ 
declarations, the Manilla ranfom, delays and rejpara- 
tion. 

Through the whole argumient of the faftion runs 
thcL general erroiir, that our fcttlisment on Falkland's 
IJland was not only lawful but unqueftionable ; that 
our right was. not only certain but acknowledged ; 
and that the eqyity ^ our conduit was fiieh, that 
the "Spaniards could not blame orobftrudt. it without 
combating their own conviAion, and o|^iing the 
general opinion of mankind. 

. If once it be difcovered that, in the opinion of the 
"Spaniardsy our fettlement was ufurped, our claim arr 
bitrary,,andour condud: infolent, all that has hap- 
f)ened will appear to follow by a natural concatena* 
tion. Doubts will produce difputes and difquiittion, 
difquifition requires delay, and delay caufes inconve- 
iiience. 

Had the Spanijk government immediately yield§^ 
unconditionally all that was required, we might 

have 
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liave been fatisfied; but wh^t would Europe have^ 
judged c^ thoir fuboiiOioa ? that they (hrupL biefore 
us as a CGUtiquered people, who haying lately yielded. 
to our arms, were now compfeUed to racrifice to our 
pride. The . honour o£ the Fublick is indeed of 
high importance ; but we. n>uft remember that we 
have had ta tranfadwith a mighty; kjng and a power- 
ful natioQ^ who have uatycicily beeii^ taught to think 
that theyi. have honour, to li^ep as lofe as wel^ a§ 
oiirfelves. 

When the AdmiraUy: w^r^ told in Jmd of th^ 
warning given tajBrir^/, t-hfywere^I fuppofci informr 
ed that Hunt had 6x9l provok^ed it by warnii^ away 
the Spaniards^ and naturally confidered one- ad: of 
infolence as balanced by another, without expe<fting 
that more would be dohe on either fide; Of repre- 
fentations and remonftrapqes there would be: no end, 
if they were to be made whenever fmaU commanders 
are uncivil to each other j nor could peace ever be 
enjoyed, if upon fuch trangent provocations it be 
iriiagined neceflary to prepare for war. We might, 
then, it is faid, haveincreafed our force with more 
leifure and lefs inconvenience; but this is to judge 
only by the event. We omitted to difturb the Pub- 
lick, becaufc we did not fuppofe that an armament 
would be heceffary. 

Some months afterwards, as has been told, Buc- 
tarelliy the governor of Buenos Ayres^ fent againft the 
fettlement of F.ort Egmont a force which enfured 
theconqucft* The 5/w«}/i} commander required the 
Engl^ captains todepart, but they thinking that refift* 
ancencceflary Which they knew to be ufelefs, gave the 
' -Spaniards the right of prefcribing terms of capitula- 
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tion. The Spaniards impofed no new condition, ex« 
cept that the floop fhould not fail under twenty days i 
and of this they feeured the performance by taking off 
the rudder. 

To an inhabitant of the land there appears nothing 
in all this unreafonable or offenfive. If the Englijk 
intended to keep their ftipulation, how were they in- 
jured by the detention of the rudder ? If the rudder' 
be to a (hip what his tail is in fables to a fox, the 
part in which honour is placed, and of which the 
violation is never to be endured, I am forry that the 
Favourite fuffered an indignity, but cannot yet think 
it a caufe for which ^ation5 fhould llaughter one 
another. 

When Succarel/i^s invafion was known, and the 
dignity of the crown infringed, we demanded repara-i 
tion and prepared for war, and we gained equal re-» 
fp^A by the moderation of our terms, and the fpirit 
. of ^r exertion.* The Spanijk minifter immediately 
denied thsit Buccarel/i had received any particular 
ordizfrs to feize Port Egmont, nor pretended that he was 
jifftified, otherwife than by the general inftruftions by 
which the American governors are required to exclude 
the fubjefts of other powers. 

To have inquired whether our fettlement at Port 
Egmont was any violation of the Spanijh rights, had 
been to enter upon a difcuffion which the pertinacity 
of political difputants might have continued with» 
out endt We therefore called for reftitution, not 
as a confeffion of right, but as a reparation of 
•honour, which required that we ftiould be reftored 
to oiir fprmer ftat(? upon the iiland, ^nd that the 

king 
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king of Spain (hould difavow the aftion of his go- 
vernor. 

In return to this demand, the Spaniards expcfted 
from us a difavowal of the menaces with which they 
had been firft infulted by Hunt ; and if the claim to 
the illand be fttppofed doubtful, they certainly ex- 
pefted it with equal reafon. This, however, was 
refufed, and our fuperiority of ftrength gave validity 
to our arguments. 

But we are told that the difavowal of the king of 
Spain is temporary and fallacious i that Buccwrel/i's 
armament had all the appearance of regular forces and 
a concerted expedition ; and that he is not treated at 
home as a man guilty of piracy, or as difobedient to 
the orders of his mafter. 

That the expedition was well planned, and the 
forces properly fupplied, affords no proof of commu- 
nication between the governor and his court. Thofc 
who are intruded with the care of kingdoms in an- 
other hemifphere, muft always be trufted with power 
to defend them. 

As little can be inferred from his reception at the 
Spamjk court. He is not punilhed indeed, for what 
has he done that deferves puniftiment ? He was fent 
into America to govern and defend the dominions of 
Spain. He thought the EngliJIi were encroaching, 
and drove them away. No Spaniard thinks that he 
has exceeded his duty, nor does the king of Spain 
charge hirn with excefs. The boundaries of dominion 
in that part of the world have not yet been fettled ; 
and he miftook, if a miftake there was, like a zealous 
iubjedt, in his mailer's favour. 

K 4 But 
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But all this inquiry is Superfluous. Confidered as 
a reparation of honour, the difavowal of the king of 
ipainy made in the fight of all Europe^ is of equal 
value, whether true or falfe. There is indeed no rea- 
fon to qucftipn its veracity ; they, however, who do 
not believe it, muft' allow the weight of that influ- 
ence by which a great prince is reduced to difown 
his own commiflion. 

But the general orders upon which' the governor 
is acknowledged to have afted, are neither dif- 
avowed nor explained. Why the Spaniards ftiould 
difavow the defence of their own territories, the 
warmeft difputant will find it difEcult to tell i and 
if by an explanation is meant an accurate deline- 
ation of the fout hern empire, and the limitation of 
their claims beyond the line, it cannot be imputed 
to any very culpable remiffnefs, that what has been 
denied for two centuries to the European powers, was 
not obtained in a hafty wrangle about a petty fettle* 
inent. 

The miniftry were too well acquainted with nego- 
tiation to fill their heads with fuch idle expedations.' 
The queftion of right was inexplicable and endlefs^ 
iThey left it as it ftood. To be reftored to aftual 
pofleflion was eafily prafticable. This reftoration they 
required and obtained. 

But they fliould, fay their opponents,, have in« 
lifted upon more; they Ihould have exafted not 
only reparation of our honour but repayment of ouu 
expence. Nor are they all fatisfied with the i^e- 
covery of the cofl:s and damages of the prefent con* 
teft i they are for takilig this opportunity of calling 

ia 
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!h old debts, and reviving our right tot&e ranfom of 
Manilla. 

The Manilla ranfom has,,! think, been mpft mea-^ 
tipned by the inferiour bellowers of fedition. Thofe 
who lead the faftion know that it cannot be reniem- 
bered much to their advantage. The fpllpw,ers of 
Lord Rockingham reniember that his miniftry begaii 
and ended. without obtaining it; the adherents td 
Grenville would be told, that he could never ht 
taught to underftand our claim. The law of nation^ 
made little of his knowledge. Let him not, how* 
ever, be depreciated in his grave. If he was fome- 
times wrong, he was often right. 

Of reimburfement the talk, has been, more con* 
fident, though not more reafonable. The expences 
of war have been often defired, have been fometimes 
required, but were never paid ; or never, but wheil 
refiftance was hopelefs, and there remained no choice 
between fubmiflion and deftruftion. 

Of our late equipments I know not from whom the 
charge can be very prpperly expefted. The king of 
Spain difavows the violence which provoked us to 
arm, and for the mifchiefs which he did not do, why 
Ihould he pay ? Buccarellij though he had learned 
all the arts of an Eafl-Indian governor, couMTiardly 
have coUeded at Buenos Ayres sl fum funicient to 
iatisfy our demands. If he be honeft, he is hardly 
i-ich J and if he be difpofed to . rob, he has the mif- 
fortune of being placed where robbers have beefli 
before him. 

The. king of .Spain indeed delayed to comply with 
/bur propofals, and our armament was made ne* 
teflary by unfatisfadtory anfwers and dilatory de- 
bates. 
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bates. The delay certjunly increafed our expenees^ 
and it is not unlikely that the increafe of our expences^ 
put an end to the delay. 

But this is the inevitable procefs of human affdrs* 
Negociation requires time. What is not. apparent to 
intuition muft be found by inquiry. Claims that have 
lemained doubtful for ages cannot be fettled in a day,, 
Reciprocal complaints are not eafily adjufted but by 
reciprocal compliance. The Spaniards thinking 
themfelves entitled to the ifland, and injured by 
Captain Hunt^ in their turn demanded fatisfa6tion, * 
which was refufed y and where is the wonder if their 
conceffions were delayec' ! They may tell us, that an 
independent nation is to be influenced not by com- 
mand, but by perfuafion j that if we expeft our pro* 
pofals to be received without deliberation, we aflumc 
that fovereignty which Ihcy do not grant us j and that 
if we arm while they are deliberating, we muft in- 
dulge our martial ardour at our own charge* 

The EngliJIi miniftry afked all that was reafonable, 
and enforced all that they aiked. Our national 
honour is advanced, and our inter^ft, if any intereft 
we have, is (ufiiciently fecured. There can be none 
amongft us to whom this tranftftion do^s not feem 
Jiappily concluded, but thofe who having fixed their 
hopes on publick calamities, fat li^e vultures wait-. - 
ing for a day of carnage. Having worn out all the . 
arts of domeilick feditioo, having wearied violence, , 
and exhwftcd falfehood^ they yet flattered them-- 
felves with fome afliftance from the pride or malic^ , 
of Spain \ and when they could no longer make the 
pieople complain of grievances which they did not 

fceU 
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feel, they had the comfort yet of knowing that real 
evils were pojQSble, and their refolution is well knowa 
of charging all evil on their governors. 

The reconciliation was therefore conlidered as the 
lofs of their laft anchor ; and received not only with, 
the fretfulnefs ofdifappointment but the rage of def- 
peration. When they found that all were happy ia 
fpite of their machinations, and the foft effulgence of 
peace (hone out upon the nation, they felt no motioa 
but that of fuUen envy ; they could not, like Milton\ 
prince of hell, abftraft themfelves a moment from 
their evil ; as they have not the wit oiSatdftj they have^ 
not his virtue; they tried oribe again what could be. 
done by fophiftry without art, and confidence witiioufc 
credit. They reprefented their fovereign as difho* 
noured, and their country as betrayed, or, in their 
fiercer paroxyfms of fury, reviled thw foveVeign as 
betraying it. 

Their pretences I have here endeavoured to expofe, 
by (howing that more than has been yielded was not 
to be expefted, that more perhaps was not to be de^ 
fired, and that if all had been refufed, there had.fcarce-p 
ly been an adequate reafon for a war. 

There was perhaps never much danger of war or 
of refufal, but what danger there was, proceeded 
from the fa<Stion. Foreign nations, unacquainted with 
the infplence of common councils, and unaccuftomed 
to the howl of plebeian patriotifm, when they heard 
of rabbles and riots, of petitions and remonftrances, of 
difcontent in Surrey^ Derhyjhire^- and York/hire^ when 
they faw the chain of fubordination broken, and the 
jpgiflaturc threatened and defied, naturally im^ined 

that 
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that fuch a government had littk leifure for FalJdatuj^^ 
^and ; they fqppofed that the EngHJk when they re^ 
turned ejefted from Port Egmoftt^ would find fVilkef 
invcfted with the protedtorate ; or fee the Mayor of 
London^ what the French have formerly feen theif 
mayors of the palace, the commander of the army and 
tbtot of the king \ that they would be called to tell 
their tale before the Common Council ; and that the 
vnodd was to expeft. war or peace from a vote of th^ 
fiibfcribers ta the Bill of Rights. 

But our enemies have now loft their hopes, and 
our friends I hope are recovered from their fears. To 
fiuicy that our government can be f^bverted by the 
tabble, whom its lenity has pampered into impudencei 
is to fear that a city may be drowned by the overflow- 
ing of its kennels. The diftemper which cowardice 
Off malice thought cither decay of the vitals, or refo- 
lution of the nerves, appears at laft to have been no- 
thing more than a political phthtriqfisj a difeafe too 
loathfome for a plainer name j but the efFed of neg* 
Hgence rather than of weaknefs, and of which the 
ftjame is greater than the danger. 

Among the difturbersof our quiet are fome animals 
of greater bulk, whom their power of roaring per- 
fuadcd us to think formidable, but we now perceive 
that found and force do not always go together. The 
ijoife of a favage proves nothing but his hunger. 

After all our broils, foreign and domeftick, we may 
at laft hope to remain a while in quiet, amufed with 
the view of our own fuccefs. We have gained poli* 
tical ftrength by the increafe of our reputation ; w^c 
h^ye gained rc^l ftrength by the reparation of our 
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navy; we have (hewn Europe that ten years of war 
have not yet exhaufted tis ; and we have enforced our 
iettle»ent oniin ifland on <which twenty years ago we 
durft not venttire to iook. 

Thefe are the gratifications only of honeft minds ; 
but there is » time in wMoh hope comes to alL 
From the prefent happinefs of the Public, the pa- 
triotsthemfelves may derive-ndxflantage. T^be Imia^ 
lefe though by impotence obtains fome degree of 
kindnefs ; no man hates a worm as he hates a viper ; 
they were once dreaded enough to be detefted, as fer- 
pents that could bite ; they have now (hewn that they 
can only kifs, and may therefore quietly (lidc into 
holes9 a^d change their flpugh unmolefted and for- 
gotten* 
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THE 

PATRIOT. 

ADDRESSED TO THE 

ELECTORS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
[ 1774. ] 



They bawl for freedom in their fenfelefs mood. 
Yet ftili revolt whea truth would fet them bet ; 
Licence they mean, when they cry liberty, 

For who loves that muft firil be wife and good. 

MlLTOK* 



To improve the golden moment of opportunity, 
and catch the good that is within our reach» 
is the great ar£ of life. Many wants are fuffered, 
which might once have been fupplied j and *much 
time is lofl in regretting the time which had been loft 
before. 

At the end of every feven years comes the Satur- 
nalian feafon, when the freemen of Great Britain may 
pleafe themfelves with the choice of their rcprefenta- 
tives. This happy day has now arrived, fomewhat 
fooner than it could be claimed. 

To feleft and depute thofe, by whom laws are to 
be made, and taxes to be granted, is a high dignity 
and an important truft : and it is the bufinefs of 

every 
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every eledor to confider, how this dignity may 
be well futtained, and this truft faithfully dif- 
charged. 

It ought to be deeply impreffed on the minds of all 
who have voices in this national deliberation, that n<y 
man can deferve a feat in parliament who is not si 
PATRIOT. No other man will protetft our rights, na 
other man can merit our confidence. 

A Patriot is he whofe publick conduit is regu- 
lated bv one fingle motive, the love of his country; 
who, &s an agent in parliament, has for himfelf 
neithei" hope nor fear, neither kindnefs nor refent-^ 
ment, but refers every thing to the common in- 
tcreft. 

That of five hundred men, fuch as this degenerate 
age affords, a majority cau be found thus virtuoufly 
abftrafted, who will affirm? Yet there is no good 
in defpondence : vigilance and adivity often effe<3: 
more than was expeSed. Let us take a Patriot 
where We can meet him j and that we may not flatter 
ourfelves by falfe appearances, diftinguifti thofe marks 
which are certain from thofe which ma^ deceive : for 
a man may have the external appearance of a Patriot, 
without the conftituent qualities ; as falfe coins have 
often luftre, though they want weight. 

Some claim a .place in the lift of Patriots by aii 
acrimonious and unremitting oppofition to the 
court.' > 

This mark is by no means infallible. Patriotifm 
is not neceffarily iiclud^d in rebellion. A matt 
may. hate- his king, yet not love his country. He 
that has been lefufed a reafonabie or unreafonabk 

requeft. 
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i^equeft, who thinks his merit under-orated, and ieei 
his influence declining, begins fcxHi to talk <^ na^ 
tural equality, the abfurdity of many made for one^ 
the original compad, the foundation of authority, 
and the nuyefly of the people. As bis politics^ 
9ielancholy increaies, he tells, and perhaps dreams^ 
0f the advances of the prerogative, and the dangers 
of arbitrary powers yet his de%n in all lus de-^ 
clannation is not to benefit his country, but to gratify 
)ii& fzi^ice. 

^hefe, tiowcfver^ arc the moft honeft of the op* 
ponents of government ; their patriotifm is afpecies 
of difeafei fin^ 'they feel fome part of what they 
exprefs. But the greater, far the greater numbq: 
of tbofe who ra>»e and rail^ and inquire und accufe^ 
oeither fufpeft liar fear, nor care for the Publick ^ 
butTh(4)e tp focce their way to riches by virulence and 
inve&ifViSj and are vehement and clamorous, only that 
ihcy Itiay be fooner hired to be filent. 

A man foretimes Aarts up a Patriot, only by 
difle^inatipg difcontent and propagating (reports <^ 
iecrent influence, of dai>geroti5 counfds, of yiolat^jj 
rights ftnd encroaching ufurpation. 

This ipraAice is no certain note of Patrio^fm. Tp 
inftigate the populace with r^ beyond the provoca* 
ttf>J>, is to fufpend publick h^ppine{s,.ifiiot to defboy 
it. He is no lover of his coyptiy, thi^t unneceffariljf 
difturbs its peace. Few errours, and few faults of gp^ 
irernment. can juftify an appeal to the rabble ; who 
on^t not to judge of whatrthcy cannot vtnder£Un4 
and whofe opkiions s^e not, propagated by reafon, b^ 
cal^tbycomflgi<M». 

^ The 



•Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE PATRIOT. 145 

The fdliacioufnefs of this note of patriotifm is par- 
ticularly apparent, when the clamour continues after 
the evil is paft. They who are ftill filling our ears with 
Mr. IVilkeSj and the Freeholders oiMiddleJex^ lament 
a grievance that is now at an end. Mr. Wtlkes may 
be chofen, if any will choofe him, and the precedent 
of his exclufion makes not any honefl, or any decent 
man, think himfelf in danger. 

It may be doubted whether the name of a Patriot 
can be fairly given as the reward of fecret fatire, 
or open outrage. To fill the news-papers with fly 
hints of corruption and intrigue, to circulate the 
Middle/ex Journal and London P acquets may indeed be 
zeal ; but it may likewife be intereft and malice. To 
oiFer a petition, not expefted to be granted ; to in- 
fult a king with a rude remonftrance,-only becaufe 
there is no puniQiment for legal infolence, is not 
courage, for there is no danger; nor patriotifm, fof 
it tends to the. fubverfion of order, and lets wickednefs 
h3ofe upon the land, by deftroying the reverence due 
to fovereign authority. 

It is the quality of Patriotifm to be jealous and 
watchful, to obferve all fecret machinations, and to 
fee publick dangers at a diftance. The true iw^r 
tf his country is ready to communicate his fears, and 
to found the alarm, whenever he perceives the ap- 
proach of mifchief. But he founds uo alarm, when 
there is no enemy : be never terrifies his countrymen 
till he is terrified himfelf. The patriotifm therefore 
may be juftly doubted of him, who profefles to be 
difturbed by incredibilities; who tells, that the laft 
peace was obtained by bribing the Princefs oifValesi 

Vol. VIII. L that 
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that the King is grafpingat arbitrary power; and thaf 
becaufe the French in the new conquefts enjoy thci|f 
own laws, there is a defign at court of abolifliing in 
England the trial by juries. 

S^till lefs does the true Patriot circulate opinions 
which he knows to be falfe. No man, who loves 
his country, fills the nation with clamorous com- 
plaints, that the proteftant religion is in danger, be- 
caufe popery is ejlablijijed in the esstenjive province of 
Quebec, a falfehood fo open and fhamelefs, that it can 
need no confutation among thofe who know that of 
which it is almoft impoffible for the moft unenlightened 
zealot to be ignorant^ 

That Quebec is on the other jGde of the Atlantick^ at 
too great a diftance to do much good or harm to the 
European world : 

That the inhabitants, being French, were always 
papifts, who are certdnly more dangerous as enemies, 
than as fubjeds : 

That though the province be wide, the people arc 
few, probably not fb niany as may be found in one of 
the larger EngliJIi counties : 

That perfecution is not more virtuous in a pro- 
teftant than a papift ; and that while we blame Lewis 
the Fourteenth, for his dragoons and his gallies, wc 
ought, when power comes into our hands, to ufe it with 
greater equity : 

That when Canada with its inhabitants was yielded^ 
the free enjoyment of their religion was ftipulated; a 
condition, of which King William, who was no pro- 
pagator of popery, gave an example nearer home, at 
the iu?rcndet of Limerick j 

That 
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That in an age, where every mouth, is open far 
Hberty^ of confciewej *\t is equitable to (hew fome re- 
gard to the confcience of a papift, who may be 
fuppofed, like other men, to think himfelf fafeft 
in his own religion; and that thofe at leaft, who 
enjoy a toleration, ought not to deny it to our new 
fubjefts. 

If liberty of confcience be a natural right, we have 
no power to withhold it; if it be an indulgence, it 
may be allowed to papifts, while it is not denied to 
pther fedts. 

A- Patriot is. neceflarily and invariably a lover of 
the people. But even this mark may fometimes 
deceive^ us. . 

The people is a very heteipgen^ous and confufed 
mafs of the wealthy and the poor, the wife and the 
foolifli, the good and the bad. Before we confer 
on a mas, who careffes thte people^ the title of 
Patriot, we muft examine, to )vhat part of the peo- 
ple he direfts his notice. It is proverbially faid, that 
he who diflemblas bis. own charaAer, may be known 
by that of his companions^ If the candidate of Pa<» 
triotifm endeavours to infufe right opinions into the 
higher ranks, and by their influence to regulate the 
lower i if he conforts chiefly with the wife, the tem- 
perate, the regular, and the virtuous, his love of the 
people may be rational and honeft. But if his firfl: 
or principal application be. to the indigent, who arc 
always inflammable ; to the weak, who are naturally 
fufpicious; to the ignorant, who are eafily mifled; 
and to the profligate, who have no hope but from 
«ifchicf and confufipn; let his love of the people be 

L 2 no 
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no longer boafted. No ; man can reafonably be 
thought a lover of his country, /or-roailing an t)X, of 
burning a boot, or attending the meeting at Mile^End^ 
or regiftering. his name in the Lumber Troop. He 
may, among the .drunkards, be a hearty fellow^ and 
among fober handicraftfmen, ^Jne-fpoken gentleman ^ 
but he muft have fome better diftin&ion before he is 
» Patriot. 

: A Patriot is always ready tp countenance the j aft 
claims, and animate the reafonabk hopes of the peopkj 
he reminds them frequently of their rights, and ftimu* 
lates them to refent encroachments^ and to multiply 
fccurities^ . . .. , 

But all this may be done in appearance, whhotit 
r^l patrioiifm. He that r^fes falfe hopes to fcrve 
a prefent purpofe, only makes a way for difappointment 
and difcont ent . He who pV'Olnifes to endeavour, what 
ke knows his endeavpur$ unable totfk^y means only 
%o delude his followers by an empty clamour of in- 
cffeftual zeal. 

A true Patriot is no livi(h promifer : he under- 
takes not to Ihertjen parliaments $ to repeal laws; or 
to chaise the mode o/ reprejentation, tranfmitted by 
our anceffcors : be knows that ^turity is not in his 
power, and that all times af« not alike favourable to 
change. 

Much lefs does, he make a vague and indefinite 
promife of obeying the mandati» of his conftituents: 
He knows the prejudices . of faftion, and the incon-: 
ftancy of the multitude. He would firft inquire, 
how the opinion of. his conftituents (hall be taken. 
Popular infbruaions are conomonly^the work, not of 
^ the 
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tb€ wiie and £teady» but the violent and ra{h ; meet« 
ifigs held for dife&iog reprefcntatives are fcldotn at« 
tended but by the idle and the diflblute ; and he is 
not Without fufpicioft, that ^f his conflituents, as of 
other nunibers. o£ uMih the foiallef part may often 
be the wiler. 

He coniiders himfelf as deputed to promote the 
publick good, and to preferve his conftituents, with 
the reft of his CQumtrymen, not only from being hurt 
by others^ but from hurting themfelves. 

The common marks of Patriotifm having been 
examined, and (hewn to be fuch as artifice may coun« 
terfeit, or folly mifapply, it cannot be improper to 
confider, whether there are not (bme chara&eriftical 
modes of fpeaking or afVing, which may prove a man 

to be HOT A PATKIOT. 

In this inquiry, perhaps clearer evidence may be 
difcovered, and firmer perfuafion attained ^ for it is 
commonly eafier to know what is wrong than what 
is right ; to find what w^ fhould avoid, than what we 
flxouki purfue, 

As war is one of the heavieft of national evils, a 
calamity in which every fp^cies of mifery is involved ; 
as it fets the genevat iafety to haaard, fufpends com- 
merce, and deflates the ^untry; as it expofes 
great numbers to hardihips, dangers, captivity, and 
death ; ao man, who defires the publick profperity, 
will inflame general reientment by a^avating mi- 
nute injuries, or enforcing difpti^ble rights of little 
importance. 

It may therefore be fafely pronounced, that thofe 
XMn are no Patriots, who whea the national honour 

h 3 wa^ 
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vTas vindicated' in the fight of Europe^ and th^s *5^<r-* 
niards having invaded what they call their own, had 
Ihrunk tb a difavowal of their attempt and a relax- 
ation of their claim^ v^'ould ftill "have infligated 
us to a war for a bleak and barren fpet in the Ma^ 
gellantck ocean, of which no ufe could be made, un- 
lefs it were a place of exile for the hypocrites of pa- 
triotifm.* 

• , Yet let it not be forgotten, that by the howling 
violence of patriotick rage the nation was for a time 
exafperated to fuch madnefs, that for a barren rock, 
tinder a ftormy fky, we might have now been fightings 
and dying, had not our competitors been wifer than* 
ourfelves; and thofe who are row courting the favour 
of the people by noify profeffions of publick fpirit, 
would, while they were counting the profits of their 
artifice, have enjoyed the patriotick pleafure of hear- 
ing fometimes, that thoufands had been flaughtered 
in a battle, and fometimes that a navy had been dif- 
peopled by poifoned air and corrupted food. 

He that willies to fee his countr}- robbed of its 
rights, cannot be a Patriot. 

That man therefore is no Patriot, who juftifies the 
ridiculous claims of American ufurpation; who en- 
deavours to deprive the nation of its natural and law- 
ful authority over its own colonies \ - thofe colonies^ 
which were fettled under En^ifh'- proteftion ; : were 
conftituted by an Englifh charter i and have been de^ 
fended hy'EngliJk arms. • - 

To fuppofe, that by fending out a colony, the nan 
tion eftablilhed an independent power; that when, 
by indulgence and * favour, emigrants -^r^ * becota^ 
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iich, they (hall not contribute to their own defence, 
but at their own pleafure ; and that they ihall " not 
be included, like millions of their fellow- fubjeds, in 
the general fyftem of reprefentation ; involves fuch an 
accumulation of abfurdity, as nothing but the (how 
of patriotifm could palliate. 

He that accepts proteftion, ftipulates obedience. 
We have always protected the Amtricans ; we may 
therefore fubjeft them to government. 

The lefs is included in the greater. , That power 
which can take away life, may feize upon property. 
The parliament may enaft for America a law of capital 
punilhment j it may therefore eftablifli a mode and 
proportion of taxation. 

But there are fome who lament the ftate of the poor 
Bojioniansy becaufe they cannot all be fuppofed to 
have committed ads of rebellion, yet all are involved 
in the penalty impofed, This, they fay, is to violate 
the firft rule of juftice, by condemning the innocent 
to fujffer with the guilty, 

This deferves fome notice, as it feems diftated by 
equity and humanity, however it may raife contempt 
by the ignorance which it betrays of the ftate of man, 
and the fyftem of things. That the innocent ftiould 
be confounded with the guilty, is undoubtedly an 
evil 5 but it is an evil which no care or caution can 
prevent. National crimes require national puniih- 
ments, of which many muft neceflarily have their part, 
who have not incurred them by perfonal guilt. If re- 
bels (hould fortify a town, the cannon of lawful au- 
thority will endanger equally th^ harmlefs burghers 
and the criminal garrifon, 

In fome cafes, thofe fufFer moft who are leaft in- 
tended to be hurt. If the French in the late war had 

L 4 taken 
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taken sin Englijh city, and permitted the natives to 
keep their dwellings, how could it have been reco- 
vered, but by the flaughter of our friends ? A bonvb 
might as well deftroy an Engl^hman as a Frenchman j 
and by famine we know that the inhabitants would, 
be the firfl: that Ihould perifh. 

This inflidlion of promifcuous evil may therefore 
be lamented, but cannot be blamed. The power of 
lawful government muft be maintained ; and the mi-^ 
ieries which rebellion produces, can be charged only 
on the rebels. 

That man likewife is not a Vatriot^ who denies his 
governors their due praife, and who conceals^ from the 
people the benefits which they receive. Thofe there- 
fore can lay no claim to this illuilrious appellation, 
who impute want of publick fpirit to the late par-i 
liament; an aflembly of men, whom, notwithftand- 
ing fome fluftuation of counfel, and fome weaknefs 
of agency, the nation muft always remember witl\ 
gratitude, fince it is indebted to them for a very am- 
ple conceffion in the refignation of protedions, and 
a wife and honeft^ attempt to improve the conftitu-* 
tion, in the new judicature inftituted for the trial of 
eleftions. 

. The right of proteftion, which might be necef* 
fary when it was firft claimed, and was very con- . 
fifterit with that liberality of immunities in which 
the feudal conftitution delighted, was by jts nature 
liable to abufe, and had in reality been fometimes 
mifapplied, to the evafion of the law, and the defeat 
of juftice. The evil was perhaps not adecjuate tq 
the clamour^ nor is it very certain, that the poffiblq 
. good oif this privilege was^ not rnore than^equal to th<5 
pofiiblc evil. It is however plain, that whether the^ . 

• ' ^^^? 
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gpAre any thla^ or inot to ^he Fub}tcl^> they 3t leaft loft 
fotncthing ftom themfelves. Tli^ divefted their dig.« 
nky of a very fplendid diftin^ltonv and (hewed that tfaef 
were n)ore wtUing than their predegeflc^^ to flaodon^ 
level with their feltow-fubje£^$. 

The new mod^ of tryiog eledioas, if it be found 
effectual, will difiufe its ponfequences further than 
feeftis yet Jo be forefeen. It is^ I believe^ generally 
confidered as advap^tageous only to tho& who claim 
f^ats in parliament ; b^t» if to chooie jrepreientati ves be 
one of the pHoft valuable rights ^EngUfimen^ every 
voter rnuft cqnfider that law as adding io his happi« 
nefs^ whiiih a^kes his fuffrage efficacious; fince it was 
yain to choofe, while the ^tOion could be controlled 
j:>y any other power. 

With what imperious contempt of ancient tights, 
. and what audacioufnefs of arbitrary authority fbrmef 
parliamefxts have judged the difputes about dedionSt 
it is not neceflary to relate. The claim of acandidate^ 
and the r^ht of ele&ors^ are fatd fcarcely to have been, 
even in appearance^ referred to confcience; but to 
l^bve beeq decided by party, by paffion, by prejudice, 
or by frolifrk. To have friends in the borough was 
of little U& to him, who wanted friends in the houfe ; 
a pretence was ealSly found to evade a majority, and 
the feat was at laft his, that was choiSn not by his 
elcftors, but his fellow-fenators. 

Thus the nation was infulted with a mock eledtion, 

and the parliament was filled wkh fpurious reprefenta* 

tives ; one of the moft important claims, that of right 

r to fit in the fupreme council of the kingdom, was de^* 

I bated in jeft, and no man could be confident of fuc- 

$:ers from the juftice of his caufe. 
1 A dif-. 
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A difputed eleftion is how tried with the fame fcru- 
paloufncfs and folemnity, as any other title. The 
candidate that has deferved well of his neighbours, 
may now be certain of enjoying the efFeft of their 
approbation ; and the eleftor, who has voted honeflly^ 
for known merit, nvay be certain that he has not voted 
in vain. 

Such was the parliament, which fome of thofe, who 
are now afpiring to fit in another, have taught the 
rabble to confider as an unlawful convention of men, 
worthlefs, venal, and proftitute, flaves of the court, and 
tyrants of the people. 

That the next Houfe of Commons may aft upon 
the principles of the laft, with more conftancy and 
higher fpii-it, muft be the wifti of all who wifti well to 
the Publick ; and it is furely not too much to expect, 
that the nation will recover from its delufion, and unite 
in a general abhorrence of thofe who, by deceiving the 
credulous with fiftitious mifchiefs, overbearing the 
vjeak by audacity of falfehood, by appealing to the 
judgment of ignorance, and flattering the vanity of 
njeannefs, by flandering honefty and infulting dignity, 
have gathered round them whatever the kingdom can 
fupply of bafe, and grofs, and profligate ; and raifed by 
m^Ti^to this had emitunce^ arrogate to themfelves the 
name of patriots* 
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AN 

ANSWER 
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OF THE 

AMERICAN CONGRESS. 



TN all the parts of human knowledge, whether ter- 
-^ minating in fcience merely fpeculative, or operat- 
ing upon life private or civil, are admitted fome fun- 
damental principles, or common axioms, which being 
generally received are little doubted, and being littles 
doubted have been rarely proved. 

Of thefe gratuitous and acknowledged truths it 
is often the fate to become lefs evident by endea- 
■^ours to explain them, however neceflary fuch en- 
deavours may be made by the mifapprehenfions of 
abfurdity, or the fophiftries of intereft. It is dif- 
ficult to prove the principles of fcience, becaufe 
BQtions <:wnot filways'be found more iatcUigible 

than 
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than thofe which are queftioncd. It is difficult to 
prove ^he principles of praftice, becauie they have 
for the moft part not been difcovered by inveftiga- 
tion, but obtruded by experience ; and the demonftra- 
tor will find, after an operofe deduftion, that he 
has been trfing to make that feen which can be only 
felt. 

Of this kind is the pofition, that the fupreme power 
of every community has the right of requiring from all its 
fubjeSSy pich contributions as are necejfary to the publick 
fafety or publick profperiiy, which was confidered by all 
mankind as comprifing the primary and effential con- 
dition of all political fociety, till it became difputed 
by thofe zealots of anarchy, w!ia have denied to the 
parliament of Britain the right of taxing the American. 
Colonies. 

In favour of this exemption of the Americans from 
the authority of their lawful fovereign, and the dO' 
minion of their mother-pcountrj^ very loud clamours 
have been raifed, and majoy wild aflertions advan^t* 
ed, which by fuch as borrow their opinions &om the 
reigning iaihion have been admitted a$ ai^um^nts^ 
and what is ftrange, though their teiKkncy is to lefleA 
EngliJIi honour, and Enghjk power, have been heard 
by Englijhmen with a with to find them true. Paffioa 
has in its firft violence controlled intereft, a$ the eddy 
for a while runs againft the f^ream. 
. To be prejudiced is always to be we^k ; yet tlicre 
are prejudices fo near to la^idable, that they have been 
often praifed, and are always pardoned. To love 
their country has been confidered as virtue in mei^ 
whofe love could not be otherwiie than blind, becaufe 

their 
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their preference was made without a comparifon ; but 
it has never been my fortune to find, either in ancient 
or modern writers, any honourable mention of thofe, 
who have with equal bJindnefs hated their country. 

. Thele antipatriotick prejudices are the abortions of 
folly impregnated by faftion,. which being produced 
againft the ftanding order of nature, have not ftrength 
fufficient for long life. They are born only to feream 
and perifli, and leave thofe to contempt or detefta- 
tion, whofe kindnefs was employed to nurfe them 
into mifchief. 

To perplex the opinion of the Publick many arti- 
fices have been ufed, which, as ufually happens when 
felfehood is to be maintained by fraud, lofe their force 
by counteradking one another. 

The nation is fometimes to be mollified by a ten- 
der tsAe <rf men, who fled from tyranny to rocks and 
deferts, and is perfuaded to Ipfe all claims of juftice, 
and all fenfe of dignity, in compaffion for a barm- 
Icfs peojde, who having worked hard for bread 
m a wild country, and obtained by the flow pro- 
g^effion of n^anual induftry the accommodations of 
life, are now invaded by unprecedented oppreffion, 
and plundered of their properties by the harpies of 
taxation. 

We arc told how their induftry is obftruftcd by 
unnatural reftraints, and their trade confined by rigo- 
rous pix>hibitions ; how they are forbidden to enjoy 
the produfts of their own foil, to manufaftttre the 
aiaterials which nature ffw^eads before them, or to 
carry their own goods to the neareft market : and fure- 
fy the generofity of Englijh virtue will never heap new 

weight 
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wefght Upon thofe that are already overladen ; will 
never delight in that dominion, which cannot be ex-* 
crcifed but by cruelty and outrage. 

But while we are melting in iilent forrow, and itt 
the tranfpOrts of delirious pity dropping both the 
fword and balance from our hands, another friend 
of the Americans thinks it better to awaken another 
paflion, and tries to alarm our intereft, or cxcito 
our veneration, by accounts of their great nefs and 
their opulence, of the fertility of their land, and the 
fplendour of their towns. We then begin to confi- 
der the queftion with more evcnnefs of mind, are 
ready to conclude that thofe reftridions are not very 
oppreffive which have been found confiftent with this 
fpeedy growth of profperity s and begin to think it 
reafonable that they, who thus flourifti under the pro- 
tedlion of our government, fhould contribute fomci* 
thing towards its expence, » ^ * 

But we are foon told that the Americans/ hov/cvct 
wealthy, cannot be taxed; that they are the de- 
fcendants of men who left all for liberty, and that they 
have conftantly preferved the principles and flubborn- 
nefs of their progenitors I that they are too obftinate 
for perfuafion, and too powerful for conftraint ; that 
they will laugh at argument, and defeat violence^ 
that' the continent of Nort A America contains three 
piillions, not of men merely^ but of Whigs, of Whig^ 
fierce for liberty, and difdainful of dominion; that 
they multiply with the fecundity of their own rattle- 
fnakes, fo that every quarter of a century doubles 
their numbers. 

Men accuftomed to think themfelves matters do. 
not love to be threatened. This talk is, I hope, com- 
monly 
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Inonly thrown away, or raifes paffions different frofia 
thofe which it was intended to excite. Inftead of ter*^ 
rifying the Englijk hearer to tame acquiefcence, it dif*- 
pofes him to haften the experiment of bending obfti- 
nacy before it is become yet more obdurate, and con- 
vinces him that it is neceffary to attack a nation thus 
prolific while we may yet hope to prevail. When he 
is told through what extent of territory we muft tra- 
vel to fubdue them, he recoUedts how far, a few years 
ago, we travelled in their defence. When it is urged 
that they will fhoot up like the hydra, he naturally 
confiders how the hydra was deftroyed. 

Nothing dejeds a trader like the interruption of 
his profits. A commercial people, however magna* 
nimous, flirinks at the thought of declining traffick, 
and an unfavourable balance. The effed: of this 
terrour has been tried. We have been ftunned with 
the importance of our American commerce, and heard 
of merchants with warehoufes that are never to be 
emptied, and of manufacturers ftarving for want of 
work. - 

That our commerce with America is profitable, 
however lefs than oftentatious or deceitful eftimates 
have made it, and that it is our intereft to prefervc 
it, has never been denied ; but furely it will mod 
cffeftually be preferved, by being kept always in 
our own power. Conceflions may promote it for 
a moment, but fuperiority only can enfure its con- 
tinuance. There will always be a part, and always 
a very large part of every community that have no 
care but for themfelves, and whofe care for them- 
fclves reaches little farther than impatience of im- 
mediate 
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mediate pain, and cagernefs for the nearcft gocni* 
The blind are faid to feel with peculiar nicety. 
They who look bnt little toto fiiturity, have per- 
liaps the quickeft fenfation of the prefent^ A mer- 
chant's defire is not of glory, but of gain ; not 
of publick wealth, bat of private emolument ; he is 
therefore rarely to be confulted about war and 
peace, or any defigns of wide extent and diftant 
confequence. 

Yet this, like other general characters, wiH (bmc* 
times fail. JThe traders of Birmingham have refcued 
themfelves from aU imputation of narrow felftftinefl 
by a manly recommendation to parliament of the 
rights and dignity of their native country. 

To thefe men I do not intend to afcribe an ab* 
furd and^ntbufiaflick contempt of intercft, but to 
give them the rational and juftpratfc of diftingurOi- 
ing real from feeming good, of being able to fee 
through the cloud of Intcrpofing difficulties, to the 
laftiiig and fclid happinefs of vrftory and fcttle- 
ment. 

Left all thefe topicks of pcrfuafion ihould fail, 
the greater atftor of patriotifm has tried another, in 
which terrour and pity are happily combined, not 
without a proper fuperaddition of that admiration 
which latter ages have brought into the drama.* 
The heroes of Bofioriy he tells us, if the IlampaA 
had not been repealed, would have left theit town, 
their port, and their trade, have refigncd the 
fplendour of opulence* and quitted the delights of 
neighbourhood, to difperfe themfelves over the 
country, where they would' till the ground, and 
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kdi in theTivers, and^farige the mountains,* an"!* be' 

l^REE. 

' 'Tfiefe furely'are brave words.. IF tht mere found 
©f fteeddm can operate thus powcrfirily, l^t iio' man 
ll«re*after doubt the ^ofy of the Pied t^ipef. 'fh'e 
femovat of the -people of Bbftbn inta the country^ feems' 
even to the Congrefs not only difficult in its execiitioH^ 
feut important in its confeqiiences. The difficulty of exe- 
cution- is beft known to the* BcfiGnikins themfelvesj 
the confequence, alas ! will only be, thdt they wili 
fesive good houfes to- wifer men; • ^ 

Yet before they quit the comforts of a warm homtf 
for the (bunding fomething which (hey think better^! 
he cannot be thouglit their enemy who ad vifes them^ 
toconfidcr well whether they fliall find it.. By turn- 
ing fifhermen or hunters, woodmen orfliepherds, they^ 
may become wild, ^but it is not fo eafy to' cbnceive' 
them free; for who can be more.aHave than' he" thai! 
is driven by force from the comforts of life, is com- 
f)elled to leave his houfe toacafaal comer, and What- 
ever he does, ^ or wherever he wander^, finds' fevery 
moment fome new teftimony of his 'own fubjeftibn P 
If choice of evil be freedom, the felon in the gallies 
has his option of labour or of ftfipes. The BoJioHiah . 
may quit his houfe to ftarve in the fields; his dog may 
l-efufe to fet,'and fmart Under the lafh, and they may 
then congratulate each other upon the fmiles of liberty, 
pfofufeof blifij and pregnant with delight. . 

To treat fuch defigns as ferious, would be -to think 
'too contemptuoufly of J?qy?^?^/^« underftan^ings. The 
artifice indeed is not new : the blufterer who threaten- 
ed itt vain ' to deftroy ^ his opponent, has fon^etimei 
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obtained his end, by making it believed that he wouldl 
hang himfelf. 

» But terrours and pity are ndt the only means by 
which the taxation of the Americans is opppfed. 
There are thofe who profefs to ufe them only asL 
iauxiKaries to rcafoa and juftice, who tell us, that td 
tax the Colonies is ufurpation and opprefEon, aninva- 
fion of natural and legal rights, and a violation of tho{q 
principles which fupport the conftitution of Englijh 
government. 

This queftion is of great importance/ That the? 
Americans are able to bear taxation is indubitable; that 
their refufal may be over-ruled is highly probable ; 
fcut power is no fufficient evidence of truth. Let us 
examine our own claim, and the objeftions of the re- 
cufants, with caution proportioned to the event of the 
decifion, which muft convift one part of robbery, or 
- the other of rebellion. 

A tax is a payment exaded by authority from part 
of the community for the benefit of the whole. From 
whom, and m what prc^rtion fuch payment (hall 
fee required, and to what ufes it (hall be applied, thofe 
only arc to judge to whom governmerit is intrufted. 
In the £r//^ dominions taxes are apportioned, levied, 
and appropriated by the ftates aflembled in parliament. 

Of every empire all the fubordinate communities 
are liable to taxation, becaufe they all (hare the bene- 
fits of government, and therefore ought all to furnidv 
their proportion of the expence. 
, This the Americans have ney«p openly denied. 
That it is their duty to pay the coftsi of their own 
fiifety they feem to admit i nor do they xefufe their 
i contri- 
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dDntribution to the ex^encies, whatever they may be, 
of the Britijh empire i but they make this participa- 
tion of the publick burthen a duty of very uncertain 
extent, and imperfeft obligation, a duty temporary, 
occaiional, and elective, of which they refcrve to. 
themfelves the ri^t of fettling the degree, the time, 
and the duration, of judging when it may be required^ 
ajid when it has been performed. 

They allow to the fupreme power nothing more than 
the liberty of notifying to them its demands or its ne- 
ceffities. Of this notification they profeis to think for 
themfelves, how far it (hall influence their counfels, 
and of the necefiities alledged, how far they fhall en« 
deavour to relieve them. They aflfume the exclufive 
power of fettling not only the mode, but the quantity 
of this payment. They are ready to co-operate with 
ail the other dominions of the king ; but they will 
co-operate by no means which they do not. like, and 
at no greater charge than they are willing to bear. 

This claim, wild as it may feem, this clafm, which 
fui^fes dominion without authority, and fubjefts 
without fubordination, has found among the libertines 
of policy many clamorous and hardy vindicators. The 
laws of nature, the rights of humanity, the faith of 
charters, the danger of liberty, the encroachments of 
ufurpation, have been thundered in our ears, fbmctimes 
by interefied faction, and fometimes by honeft flu- 
pidity. 

It is faid by FiMUnelky that if twenty philofophcrs 
fliall rcfolutely deny that the prefentt of the fu« 
makes the day, he will not defpair but whole nvions 
may adopt the opinion. So many political dc^cba* 
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t\&i have denied. to. the Matixx<x>xintrfith0pcMt(6$ 
taxing ti)f Cdfeoies^ and'hlvd er^orcsd tlsteirl ddaikb 
Wth & niu<^k viokvioe.' of cfiatcry^ ibait' t^iefi^ A^ ii) 
a^ady \?€fy numerow^. aad the pidblickfmicc? fiilu> 
p«ids,'it5 decifion* - ^ . ! :: /: / '^ 

,Jb<, moral ^tnd polkieal queftions tb^ * tented Idck' 
tftew iRteisft and ju&ice 1|^ becd ^ ofteii Isedloo^ eimt 
often fierce, but perhaps it msrot happiaid' Kerfopcv 
thatjuitice found jaiisch oppcfitioii witkin<?aid^oii her 
fid^» . ^ 

For the fatisfaftion of this inquiry,- it iy neceflaryc 
tp confidcr.how a Colony is conflatuted^ what are the 
temna of. .migration as dilated by natiir^, or fettled by- 
QPrtipa^,} aad whai focial* or ^Udcal rigtasf^ the man; 
loCe?, or ^quijjes,, that leaves hk countiy to^abliSi; 
himfclf in a diftant plantation ? . 

. Of two modes of migration the hiftory* of mankind 
ih&arnnsus, and fo far as I can yet difcQver, of.^o 
only.. ... 

In countries where life was yet unadjiiiled, and 
poliqr unformed, it fometimcs haj^ned t6at by the 
diffentions of heads of families, by the ambifeion of 
daring, adventurers, by fome accidental j^refiure of 
diftrefs, or by the mere^difcontent of idfenefs, one 
part of the community broke off from the raft, and 
numbers, greater opfmailer, foribok their haWtations^ 
put ihemfelve^s. under the comnnumd of fbiiie fevour- 
ite of fortune, and with or without the confetit oft 
tiicir countrymen or governors, went- out to fee 
^at better regions they could occupj^ and in* what 
place, by conqueft.or by treaty, tJiey, could g^in aJ 
habitatipn^ .... . . ^ 

Sons 
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^ S<h5fix>f:BiAeipn& IdcB ifaefcy.wlio Got*j^ 
their !Qwn firojxis.tfaeir jboptsknd their', liv^g, wheA 
Itbcy feft thtir Country, became ianother'-fiatiOb^ witfe 
defigfts, ?aod (iroipetfts, and intei!efts,\)f-tlT[fei^- ownl 
3?heyj lobfccd iiack 'no frioce to tbeir foi^et ■ hoine ^ 
they expcfiked.Tio help from thoft \vliiom tliey Wad 
ieft bebind-; tf th«y. <i)o4bereai they comjlifeifed f6i: 
Ihcmfclvfes J ifi they wete^deftr^yi^d,- tb^ were tot b jr 
any otherpow^r either- Iktieft ted ^r i^venged. . -^^ 
• Of this imd feem to'hatfe tefeeH -liU 'tl>e rnigraticm^ 
of Ibe early world, wfeethf^-ibiftorical or fkbulous, arid 
of this tiiiri .^erie the efupttcinfc <^ thofe jiaticms whicK 
from the N*orth -invaded' thb Roman empire^ and 
filled Europe with new fovereignties. .' . . • r 

' But when by. the gradual* ^Wiffion of wJfer kws 
^nd^ geotlct manners, fociety became more compatffed 
fod better regiilated,. it Wis found that the power (if 
4vefcy' people teonSfted in union, produced by onb 
totombnihieajeft, and operating in joint efforts and 
confiftent counfels. ' "^ 

V .From 'tfiis : time indepeildenfce pePceptiWy wafted 
:fttvay. No part of the nation was permitted to a^: 
foritfelf. Minow had tb6 fdme eriemres and the 
.feme friends ; (the government protedled individuals, 
«id individuals were retjiijixid to refer their defigns to 
^the pl^ofperity of the government. 
. By this principle it- i*^, that rtates are formed and 
iconfdlidattd, J :Evefy man is taught tb confider his. 
^own lla^inefe':as combined with' the' publick pro- 
sperity, and to think himfelf great and powerful,/ 
in prdportion to the greatnefs and poWer of his go- 
.yernofs* : ^ . ' '-7 
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Had the Wcftern continent been difeovered be* . 
tween the fourth and" tenth century, when all the 
northern world was in motion ; and had navigation 
been at that time fufficiently advanced to make fo 
long a pafT^e eafily praifticable, there is little reafon 
for doubting but the intumefcence of nations would 
have found its ventj like all other expanfive violence, 
where there was leaft refiftance ; and that Huns and 
Fandals,, inficsLd of fighting their way to the fouth of 
rEuropij would have gone by thouiands and by myriads 
under their leyeral chiefs to take pofleflion of regions 
fmiling with pleafore and waving with fertility, from 
which the naked inhabitants were unable to repel 
them. 

Every expedition Would in thofe days of lainty have 
produced a diftind and independent ftate. The 
Scandinavian heroes might have divided the country 
among them, and have fpread the feudal fubdivi- 
fion of regality from Hudfon's Bay to the Pacifick 
Ocean. 

But Cvlumius came five or fix hundred years too 
Jate for the candidates of fovereignty. When he 
formed his projeft of difcovery, the fludluations of 
military turbulence had fubfided, and Europe began 
to regain a fettled form, by eftablifhed government 
and regular fubordination. No man could any 
longer ereA himfelf into a chieftain, and lead out 
his fellow-fubje(3:s by hb pwa authority to plunder 
or to war. He that committed any a<9: of hoftility 
by land or fea, without the comnliffion of fomc 
acknowledged fovereign, w^s confidered by all 
mankind 93 s^ rpbber or pirate, names which were 

now 
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now of little credit, and of which therefore no man 
was ambitious. 

Columbus in a remoter time would have found his 
way to fome difcontented Lord, or fome youngeif 
brother of a petty fovereign, who would have taken 
fire at his propofal, and have quickly kindled with 
equal heat a troop of followers i they would have 
built (hips, or have feized them, and have wandered 
with him at all adventures as far as they could keep 
hope in their company. But the age being now paft 
of vagrant excurfion and fortuitous hoftility, he was 
under the neceflity of travelling from court to court, 
fcorned and repulfed as a wild projeftor, an idle pro- 
mifer of kingdoms in the clouds : nor has any part of 
the world yet had reafon to rejoice that he found at 
laft reception and employment. 

In the fame year, in a year hitherto diiaftrous to 
mankind, by the Portuguefe was difcovered the paflagc 
of the Indies y and by the Spaniards the coaft of America. 
The nations of Europe were fired with boundlefs ex- 
pedations, andHhe difcoverers purfuing their cnter- 
prife, made conquefts in both hemifpheres of wide ex- 
tent. But the adventurers were contented with 
plunder ^ though they took gold and filvef to them- 
felves, they feized iflands and kingdoms in the name 
of their fovereigns. Wlien a new region was gained, 
a governor was appointed by that power which had 
given the commiflion to the conqueror; nor have 1 
met with any European but Stukeley of London^ that 
formed a deiign of exalting himfelf in the newly &und 
countries to independent dominion. 

M4 Ta 
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To fecure a conqueftj it was always aeceflpiiy tp 
plant a colony, and territories thus occupied and &tr 
tied- were rightly conHicvQd as mcre,e^ten(ions or pro* 
ceffes .of en^pire i as famifiqations which, by the circu? 
Jation of one, publick intereft, eomojunicajted with th^ 
pri^inal fource of dorpinion, and which were kept 
flourifhing and fpreading by th^ radical vigour of th^ 
Mother- country. 

, The Colonic of England differ no ojtherwife fro^n 
th^fe.. of other nations, thi^-n-as the.£;i^/^conftitution 
differs from theirs. All goyornpient is ultimately ^nd 
effentially abfolute, but fiibjQrcJia^te focietiesm^y have 
njpre immjunities, or i;xdiyidu;]ik greater liberty, as thp 
operations of ggvernmentrarp differently. copduded^ 
j^iEf^g^J^man in the convi^qn couiffe of Jife and ac* 
tion feels no reflraint.^ An Englj/^ - !^f>\phy -bas.v^ 
liberal powers pf regulating its own n^anners and.^d- 
.^ing its own affairs* But an ,£;/^/^ individual may: 
Uy the ibprome ay thority he. deprived of liberty, and a 
Colony divefted of its powers> fpr reafons of which tjxat 
autiaority i^tlije oi\ly judge,. .^ - 

. In 'foyereignty there arp ao gradations, Thqr^ 
may .b^ limited ^ royalty, thers .niay be limited con- 
lulfliip ^ . but therg can be v^o . iimitycd government, 
Thw nap^- in every foeiefj. be feme pow^r or oXher 
from which there, is no appeal, -which adniits no-xcr 
Ariaions^ which pervades the whole wfs of the com-» 
i?iunity,. regulates and adjufi^s^ll fubordinationy enads, 
l^ws or repeals them, erei^s^W.anpi^ls judicatures, ex- 
t^nds-^qr contracts privileges, .^xen;^)t itfelf fromquefr 
tion or tontroiil, ai]d boiiadcd only by .phyjjc^ gne-'.. 
ceffity. * ' ' 

-^ ' .. - By 
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By this power, wherever it fubfifts,- ^11 kgiiUtiQli 
ftnd jurifdi(^ion isanitn^ted and maint^iaed^. ^(<^n^ 
this ail I^gal riglits aire- etiiaASCtions, which, whetbdr 
j<^quttably or not^ may be 1^9Jlly recalled. Jt.is 1:^ 
infallible, for it may do wrong ; but it is irrefiftiblo, 
for it can be refitted pfily by rebf lUpn, by gn .a<3: 
>vhich makes it queftionable wbat ik^il< ^6 th^cefefr 
ward the fupreme power. 
An Ejfgiijk Colony 'is a nvraaber of pprfoas, t^ 
• whoqa the King grants a c^art^r, pepcnittiftg^ thfem ta 
fettle in fome diilant caucitry, and en^bUsg them t^ 
conftitttte a wrporatig^ enjoying fvch powfr^ asthi 
^art^r grafts,. to be ^iiuoiftered i^ fuch forpis;as the 
cliart^ prefcribes. * As a Corporation thjey make lawl 
for themfelves, but as a Corp<^r4tion fub«fifting by^ 
grant from higher ai^thority, to th^ co^troiil of that 
authority tliey co<itiaueJybje&. 

As men are placed at a greater diflance from Iho 
fupreme council of the kifigdpm* they muft be in-» 
trufted with ampler liberty of regelating their coodud: 
by their own wifdom# As thefy are more fcdluded 
from eafy recourfe to national jucjicature, they muft 
be more extenfively comrriiflioned to p^ judgment 
on each other, 

• For this ree^foh our ma?^ important and op\»lent 
Colons fee. the appearance Md fcel the effed ofu " 
regular legiflature, which in fome places has aded fos; 
Jong wUh'UQqueftioned authority, that it has foigotten 
whence that autbc^ity was originally derived. = ? 

To th^ir charters the Colonies oWe, like other : 
qorpoFfttiQas, itheir political exiftence. The folem- " 
ftitis^s Qf kgiflatiott^ tjxe admiuiftfation of juftice,^fhQ- ' 
J fecurity 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



17© TAXATION NO TYRANNY. 

fccurity of property, are aH beftowed upon them by 
the royal grant. Without their charter there would 
be no power among them, by which any law could be 
made, or duties enjoined, any debt recovered, or cri- 
.minal puniflied. 

- A charter is a grant of certain powers or privi- 
leges given to a part of the community for the ad- 
vantage of the whole, and is therefore liable by its 
nature to change or to revocation. Every aft of go* 
vcrnment aims at publick good. A charter, which 
experience has (hewn to be detrimental to the nation, 
is to be repealed ; becaufe^general profperity muft al- 
ways be preferred to particular intercft. If a charter 
be ufed to evil purpofes, it is forfeited, as the weapon 
is taken away which is injurioufly employed. 

The charter therefore by which provincial go- 
vernments are conftituted, may be always legally, 
and where it is either inconvenient in its nature, or 
mtfapplied in its ufe, may be equitably repealed ; 
by fuch repeal the whole fabrick of fubordination is 
immediately dedroyed, and the conftitution funk at 
once into a chaos: the fociety is diffolved into a 
tumult of individuals, without authority to com« 
mand, or obligation to obey; without any punidi- 
ment of wrongs but by perfonal refentment, or 
any proteftion of right but by the hand of the pof- 
Ifeflor. 

A Colony is to the Mother-country as amember 
to the body, deriving its aftion and its ftrength from 
tht general < principle of vitality j receiving from 
the body, and communicating to it, all the benefits 
md evils of health and difeafe -, liable in dangerous 

maladies 
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maladies to (harp applications, of which the body 
however muft partake the pain 5 and expofed, if in- 
curably tainted, to amputation, by which the body 
likcwife will be mutilated. 

. The Mother-country always confiders the Colo- 
nies thus connected, as parts of itfelf; the profperity 
or unbappinefs of either is the proiperity or unhappi- 
nefs of both ; not perhaps of both in the fame degree, 
for the body may fubfift, though lefs commodioufly, 
ivithout a limbj but the limb muft peri/h if it b^ 
parted from the body. 

Our Colonies therefore^ however diftaht, have been 
hitherto treated as conftituent parts of the Britijh em- 
pire. The inhabitants incorporated by Englifly char* 
ters, are entitled to all the rights of EngUJkmen. They 
are governed by Englijh laws, entitled to EngHJh digni* 
ties, regulated by Englijk counfels, and protefted by 
Englijh arms \ and it feems to follow by confequence 
•Hot eafily avoided, that they are fubjefl: to Englijh go* 
vernment, and chargeable by Englijk taxation, 
• To him that confiders the nature, the original, 
the progrefs, and the conftitution of the Colonies, 
who remembers that the firft difcoverers had com* 
miffions from the crown, that the firft fettlers owe to 
a charter their civil forms and regular magiftracy, 
and that all perfonal immunities and legal fecuri- 
tics, by which the condition of the fubjeft has been 
from time to time improved, have been extended to 
the Colonifts, it will not be doubted but the parlia- 
ment of England has a right to bind them by ftatutes, 
and to bind them in all cafes whatjoevety and has 
therefore a natural and con^tutional power .of lay- 
ing 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



\flg :^poatbe^^J^ny,tax.flB ia^poft^w^tb^ .^;ipt«rfi4l 

the time of profound peace,' for* the d@fei|C3b' of ;^^{ 

^ther^eiidbqipeikialto theeo^pire; • > » ; ' ' r 

. Th<£f ^ ibfiiie, aad th^fe n^t iiBCQ&fidfcaisrle -fer 
p.umbcr, ' qo^ contsmptible ^for koowkdg^,: Wkt 
except the power of tai^ation from the geofral dor 
pinion of p^rliame^t^^^fid 4icJd, that wha^eyer de- 
grees of obedience maybe exafted, or -whatever au^ - 
Jfcbority may be eiferdfed* ia other afts of>gdYorn* 
jneot, thcr§, is ftill reference to be paidtiOhaioacfy^ 
S>f^ tleit l^flatic^. paj9<is i^siUmitfif ^hep it/viqlaeefi 
^be puri^. ' / 1 

. . Of this ex^^tion, which 'by a head not fuily im- 
i>fegi)ated with politicks is not eafily conjpr^^ndecj* 
^t is alledged as.aa unaniWerable r^afon» that the Cob.* ' 
j^s^ffndno reprefentatives to the Hooi^ofC^ts^ ' 
mons. ^ . ' \ / -t y 

^" lXn^yiA,y i\it Americ/in a4vocates, th^ ijfttur^:.dif-* 
ymdipn^of a freeman, and the legll privilege of dn 
£,ngUff\mmiy that he is able to Qall' bis poflelfions hiff 
own, that he can fit feciiire in- the enjoyment of inheri- 
tance or acquifition, ; that his hojafe is fortified by, the 
Jaw, and that nothing can be taken from him but by 
Jbis own Gonfent. This confent is given for eveajy^»an 
by bis reprefentative in parliament. The Americans 
unreprefented cannot confeat to ^nglifh taxations, as a^ 
corporation, and they will not confent as individuals. : 

Of this argument, it has been obferved by mom 
than one, that its force extends eqviaUy tO all otteiP * 

. ^ laws. 
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kwSi for i frcerfian fe hot fe 15e e^ofed' tb ^tjklli* 
ment, or be ealfe^ fo ariy bnerbus fervice hm*t by^tS? 
d!wn<on(ferit.- ' The Cofigreft has*extf A(5fa3 a pofldPon 
fe«i <llie' janeifiil Mokft/qtiihr/ thzt 'maj^erjiafr 
ih)er^ ' man- btifig ' a fret a^ent ought to- "Bt cbncmttdl^^ 
iiS' oi^^'^erninenf. WHatcreris ttxx^oi taCxatfon IS* 
true of every other law, that he who is btrdnd by if/ 
Wklibot' 1ms cinferit, is not free, for He is not C(5n- 
cer^ied in his- own- government. 
/ He thftt cfenies the Bnglt/h parliaitleflt thV right oi^ 
taieation, denies it likewife the right of making an/ 
other 4aws civil or criminal, yet this power ever the 
Colonies was never }'^t difputed by themfelves. 
Tl%ey have always admittied ftatutes for the punifli- 
ment of offences, and for the redrefs' Oi* prevention 
66- inconveniencies, and the reception 6f any law 
draws after it, by a chain which cannot be broken, 
tke unwelcome ncceffity of fubmitting to taxation. 

That a free man is governed" by himfelf, or by 

laws : to which he has confcnted, is a^ pofition of 

mighty found : but every man* that utters it, with 

whatever confidence^ and every man" that hears it, 

Mtith' whatever acquiefcence, if confent be ' ftippofed* 

t& idiply tht power of refufal, feels it to be falfe. 

We vittiaally^ and implicitly allow the inftitutions of 

any government of which we enjoy the benefit; and 

ibiicit' tfce proteftion. * In wide-extended dominions, 

though power has been difflifed with the rlioft even 

.hand, yet a- very fmall part of t\it people ar^ either 

. primarily or fccondarily confulted irt lelgiilation. 

:.The bufmefi- of the J?ubHck^ mtiftbe done by dele- 

giition.. The choice of delegates is made by a feledl" 

. ixumtbcr, and thofe-who are ^noteteftott "ftand' idle 

and 
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wd helplefs fpedators of the commonweal, whollf 
nnuonarned in the government of themf elves. 

Of eleftors the hap is but little better. They 
are often far from unanimity in their choice, and. 
where the numbers approach to equality, almoft 
half muft be govemec^ not only without, but ^inft 
their choice. 

How any man can have confented to inftitutions 
cftabliftied in diftant ages, it will be difficult tb ex- 
plain. In the moft favourite refidence of liberty, 
the confent of individuals is merely paffive, a tacit ad- 
miflion in every community of the terms which that 
community grants and requires. As all are born 
the fubjefts of fome ftate or other, we may be laid 
to have beep all born confenting to fome fyftem of 
government. Other confent than this, the condition 
of civil life does not allow. It is the unmeaning 
clamour of the pedants of policy, the delirious dream 
of republican fanaticifm. 

But hear, ye fons and daughters of liberty, the 
founds which the winds are wafting from the 
Weftern Continent. The Americans are tellii^ one 
another, wh^t, if we may judge from their noify 
triumph, they have but lately difcovered, and what 
yet is a very important truth ; ^hat they are entitled 
to lifey liberty^ and property^ and that tfiey have never 
ceded to any Jovereign /power whatever a right to difpofe 
of either without their confent. 

While this refolution ftands alone,, the Americans 
are free from fin^gularity of opinion ; their wit has 
not yet betrayed them to herefy.. While thpy fpeak 
as the naked fons of nature, they cli^m but what is 
claimed by other men, aad have withheld aotbing 

but 
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but what all withhold. Tfaey are here upon firm 
ground, behind entrenchments which never can b& 
forced. 

Humanity is very uniform. The Americans have 
this refemblance to Europeans^ that they do not 
always know when they are well. They foon quit 
the fortrefs that could neither have been mined by^ 
fophiftry, nor battered by declamation. Their next 
rcfolution declares, that their anceftors^ who fif;fi fet^ 
tledtheXJiolonieSj were^ at the time of their emigration 
from the Mother-country y entitled to all the rights^ 
liberties^ and immunities of free and natural-born fub^ 
jeHs within the realm of England. 

This likewife is true ; but when this is granted^ 
their boaft of original rights is at an end; they are 
so longer in a (tate of nature. Thefe lords of them- 
felves, thefe kings of me^ thefe demigods of indepen-* 
dence, (ink down to Colonifls, governed by a charter* 
If their anceftors were fubjefts, they acknowledged a 
fovereign : if they had a right to Englijk privileges, 
they >vere accountable to Englijh laws, and what 
muft grieve the lover of liberty to difcover, had ceded 
to the king and parliament, whether the right or 
not, at leaft the power of difpofing without their con- 
fenty of their lives^ liberties^ and properties. It there- 
fore is required of them to prove, that the parlia- 
ment ever ceded to them a difpenfation from that 
obedience, which they owe as natural-born ful^e(fts> 
or any degree of independence or immunity not en- 
joyed by other Englifhmen. 

They fay. That by fuch emigration they by no 
neans forfcitec^ furrendered, or loft any of thofe 
rights ; but that thtf kvere^ and their defendants now 

are 
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Jhy -etttkM t& the e^rdife . and* ef^oyntent of allf^cAof 
fhtn^n^thtfr-Rcaiand of^er circumft-aHcei eiiahle titem t'd 
exercife and enjoy. 

That tfieywHo'form a fettlement fay a lawful 
cfrartfer; havfe^coftitrtkted no- crime, forfeit no privi^ 
Ifge^, -wifl tte rtadily tonfcfled : but what th^ do- 
liot forfeft bf anjr judicial ftntenctf, they may lofe* 
Bynattiral-efFetfh.- As- man can be but in one plade^ 
. ^t Once, . he cannot hate the adVafntages of nlultipliect 
fefidchce^ 'He' that will enjoy the brightnefs of 
fonfliine, muft quit the coolnefs of the fhade. He 
Whtxgoe^ voluntarily to America^ cannot complain- 
of lofing what he leaves ill Et^rope. Hfe pefhap^i. 
haJd^ a right to -vote foi" a knight or burgefsjby 
croffihg the Atlantick He has not nullified his right ^ 
but hfe h^s made its exertion no longer- pofliWe^T* 
By His own choice he has left a country where *he had^ 
rt v6tie rfnd . Httle property, for another w'here he has^ 
greut. property, but no vote. But as this preference? 
was dehbarate and unconfltained, he' is ftiil- concerned 
in the government of hhnfelfi he has reduced' him-' 
felf from a voter to one of the innumerable mul* 
tit\ide that have no vote. He has truly ceded Hh 
right y'hMt he ftill is governed by his own confent ; 
becaufe he htts confented to throw his atom of intereft 
into the general mafs of the community. -Of the 
conftquences of his owii aft- he has no caufe to com- 
pI^Jii ; he' has chofen, or intended to choofe, the' 
greater good ; he- is *reprefented, as himfelf defired^ 
in the general reprefentation** 

* Of tHis reafoAlftg, I owfe patt to sl-coj^vetfodoA' wWi SI* 
John Havririiw* . ; 

But 
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But the privileges of an American fcorn the limits of 
|)lace^ they are part of himfelf, and cannot be loft by 
departure from his country ; they float in the air> or 
glide under the oceaUi 

DolLis dmarafttdm mk ifnermifceat UndarA. 

A planter, wherever he fettles, is not only a frefe* 
man, but a legiflator, «^/ impei-ator^ ibi Roma. As 
the Englifti Colonics are not reprefented^ in the Britifh 
pdrHamenty they are entitUd to a free and exclujive 
power of hgijlation in their fever al leglflatutes^ in nil 
cafes of taxation and internal polity^ fubje^ only to the 
negative of the fon)ereign^ in fuck manner as has been 
heretofore nfed and aciujlmed. tVe cheerfully confeht 
to the operation of fuch aSs of the Britifti parliament 
as are bona fide retrained to the regulation of our e^^ 
ternal tomniercC'-^excluding e^ery idea of taxation, in- 
' ternal or external, for raifing a revenue on the fubjetls 
xf America t&ithout their tonfent. 

Their reafon for this claim is, T'hat the foundation 
of Englilh liberty y and of all government^ is a right 
in the people to participate in their legiflative council. 

They inherit, they fay, from their ancejlors^ th^ 
right which their ancejiors pojfejfedj of enjoying all the 
privileges of Engliflimen* That they inherit the right 
of their anceftors is allowed i but they can inherit no 
more. Their anceftors left a country where the ire- 
prefentatives of the people were elefted by meii 
particularly qualified, and where thofe who wanted 
'qualifications, or who did not ufe them, werfe 
bound by the decifions of men, whom they had not 
deputed. 

V0L.VIIL N The 
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TIic Colonifts are the diefccndants of meti, wha 
either had no vote in eleftions, or whd voluntarily 
teiigned them for fomethrng, in their opinion^ of 
more ef^imation; they have therefore exadly what 
their anosftors left them, not a vote in making laws, 
.or in conftituting legiil^tors, but the happinds 
of being proteded by law, and the duty ^f obey- 
ing i^- 

What their anceftors did not carry with them, nei- 
ther they nor their defendants have fince acquired^* 
They have not, by abandoning their part in onelegif- 
lature, obtained the power of conftituting anotlicr» 
exclufive and independent, any more than the multi- 
tudes, whp are now debarred from voting, have a right 
to ereft a fcparate parliament for tbemfelvcs* 

Men are wrong for want of fenfer but they are 
wrong by halves for want of fpirit. Since the Ameri* 
€ans have difcovered that they can make a parlia- 
xnent, whence conges it that they do not think them* 
felves equally empowered to make a king I If they 
are fubjeds, whofe government is conftituted by a 
charter, they can form no body of independent legif- 
lature. If their rights are inherent and underived,. 
they may by their own fuffrages encircle with a diadem 
the brows of Mr. Cujhing. 

It is farther declared by the Congrefs of Philadd- 
phia^ That his Majejifs Colonies are entitkd- to all the 
privileges and, immunities granted and confirmed to them 
by royal charters^ or fecured to them by thetr feveral 
fodes of provincial laws. 

The firft claufe of this refolution is eafilj under- 

ftood>. and will be readily admitted. To all the 

* pavikge* 
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fjrivileges which a charter can Convey, they are by n 
toyal charter evidently entitled. The fecond claufe 
is of greater difficulty $ for how can a provincial law 
iecure |>riviiege8 or immunities to a province ? Pro* 
4rincial laws may grant tp certain ixnlividuals of the 
province the enjoyment of gainful, or an immunity 
from onerous offices; they pay operate upon the 
people, to whom they relate i but no province caa 
confer proivinciri privileges on itfelf. They may 
.have a right to all whijCh the king has given them> 
.but it is a conceit of the other h^naifphere, tha^ 
men hai^ a right to all which they have given tp 
themfelves. 

A corpcxation is C9nfidered in law as an individual^ 
and can ho more extend its own immunities, than ^ 
<man can byjiis own choice aflume dignities or titles* 

The legiilature of a Colony, let not the compari- 
fon be too much difdained, is only the veftfy of a 
larger pari(fa, which mky lay a cefs on the inhabitants, 
and enforce the payment ; but can extend no influence 
beyond its own diflxi£t, muft modify its particular re- 
gulations by the general law, and whatever may be its 
internal expences, is ftill liable to taxes laid by fupe^ 
rior authority. 

The charters given to different provinces are dif* 
ferent^ and no general right can be extracted from 
them. The charter of Pefrnfylvatiia, where this 
Congrefs of anarchy has been impudently held^ 
contains a claufe admitting in exprefs terms taxa* 
tion by the parliament* If in the other charters no 
fuch referve is made, it inufl have been omitted as 
not necei&ryi becaufe it is implied in the nature of 
N z fubordinate 
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fubordinate government. They who are fubjedt to 
laws, are liable to taxes. If any fuch immunity had 
teen granted^ 'it is ftill revocable by the legiflaturef, 
and ought to be revoked, as contrary to the pub- 
lick good, which is in every charter ultimately ifti. 
'tended. 

' Suppofe it true, that any fuch exemption is 
contained in -the charter of Maryland, it can be 
"pleaded only by the Mary lander si It is of nD ufe for 
any other province ; and with regard even to them, 
-muft have been confider^' as ofle di -the grants in 
^bich tlie king has been deceived, jind annulled as 
mifchievous to the Publick, by facrificing to one little 
fettlement the general intefeft:of thre empire; as 
infringing the fyftem of dorriinionV and violating the 
compaft of government. ButDn Tuck^ has (hewn, 
'that even- this chairter promifes no exemption from 

• pari iamentafy taxes. - 

' In the -cbntroyerfy agitated about the beginning 
of this century, whether the Etigliji laws could bind 
Ireland^ Davenant^ who ^defended againft Molyneux 
the cXsiimsroi Englandy confidered it as neceffary to 
prove .nothing- more, than that the prefent Irifli muft 
be deemed a Colony. 

The neceffary connexion of reprcfentativcs with 
taxes, feems to have funk deep into many of thofe 

^ minds, that admit founds without their meaning. 
Our nation is rcprefented in parliament by an af- 

* lembly as numerous as can well confift with order and 
difpatch, chofen by perfons fo differently qualified in 
different places, that' the mode of choice feems to be, 
for the moft part, formed by chance, and fettled by 

Guftom. 
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cuftom. • Of individuals far the greater part have 
tio vote, and of the voters few have any pcrfonal 
knowledge of him to whom they intruft their liberty 
and fortune. 

Yet this rcprefentation has the whole efFeft expeded 
or defircd ; that of fpreading fo wide the care of gene- 
ral intereft, and the participation of publick counfels, 
that the advantage or corruption of particular men* 
can feldom operate with much ipjufy to thcPublick, 
For this reafon many populous and opulent towns 
neither enjoy nor defire particular reprefentatives ; 
they are included in th^ general fcheme of publick 
adminiftration, and cannot fuflftT but with the reft of 
the empire. 

It is urged that the Americans have not the fame fe- 
curity, and that a Briti^ legiflator may wanton with 
their property ; yet if it be true, that their wealth i% 
our wealth, and that their ruin will be our ruin, the 
parliament has the fame intereft in attending to them, 
jas to any other part of the nation. The reafon why 
we place any confidence in our reprcfentatives is, that 
they muft ftiare in the good or evil which their coun- 
fels (hall produce. Their (hare is indeed commonly 
confequential ^d remote ; but it is not often poffiblo 
that any immediate advantage can be extended to 
fuch numbers as may prevail againft it. We are there- 
fore as fecure againft intentional depravations of go- 
vernment as hum^n wifdom can make us, and upon 
this fecurity the Americans may venture to repofe. 

It is faid by the Old Member who has written an 
4ppeal againft the tax, that as the produce of Am^xU 
C^n labour is /pent in Britifli manufaSlureSf the kalan^^ 

N3 of 
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tf trade is greatly againft them i whatever ym fah 
dtreSly in taxes^ is in effe£l taken frwn yowr awn cam* 
fnerce. ^Jf the minijier Jeizes the^ money with which the 
American JhQuld pay his debts and come to market^ the 
merchant cannot expeS him as a Qufiomer^ nor can the 
debts already contrasted be paid.^ — Suppo/e we obtain 
from America a mil/ion injlead of one hundred tktmfand 
pounds^ it would be fupplying one perjanal exigence by 
the future ruin of Qur commerce^ 

Part of this is true ; but the Old Member fecms not 
to perceive, that if his brethren of the Icgiflature 
know this as well as himfelf, the Americans arc in no 
danger of oppreflion, fince by men commonly provi* 
dent they mud be fo taxed, as that we may not lo& 
bnc way what we gain another. 

The fame Old Member has difcovered that tht 
fudges formerly thought it illegal to tax Ireiand^ an4 
declares that no cafes can be more ^like than thofe 
of Ireland and Apierica : yet the judges whom he 
Quotes have mentioned a difference. Ireland^ they fay, 
iath a parliament of its own* When any Cdony has 
to independent pariiaihent acknowledged by tiie par- 
Kament of Britain^ the cafes wiH differ lefs, ' Yet by 
the 6 Geo. I. chap. ^. the ads of the Britifh pariiai^ 
inent bind Ireland, 

It is urged that when Wates^ Durham^ and Ckefier^ 
"Sfftxt divefted of their particular privileges or ancieni^ 
government, and red viced to the ftate of 5«g*^ count- 
ties, they had reprcfcntatives affigned them. 

To thofe from whom foraething had been taken, 
fomething in return might properly be given. To 
Ihp Ameri^MS their charters arc left as they wer*, 
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norh$v€ they loft any thing except that (rf which theuf 
fedition has deprived thenu If they were to be re- 
prefented in parliament, fomething would be granted^ 
though nothing is withdrawn. 

The inhabitants of Chefter^ Xhirhamy and fFales4 
were invited to exchange their peculiar inftitutions for 
the power of voting, which they wanted before. The 
Jmericafis have voluntarily refigned the power of 
voting, to liv^ in diftant and feparate governments, 
and what they have voluntarily quitted, ^hey have ng 
fight to claim. 

It muft always be remembered, that they are re- 
prefented by the fame virtual reprefentation as th^e 
greater part of Englijhmen % and that if by change of 
^lace they have lefs (hare in the legiflature than is 
proportionate to their opulence, they by their removaj 
gained that opulence, and had originally and have now * 
their choice of a vote at home, or riches at a diftance. 

We are told, what appears to the Old Member and 
to others a pofition that muft drive us into inextrir 
cable abfurclity, that we have either no right, or 
ibe fole right of taxing the Colonies. The mean- 
ing i§, that if we can tax them, they cannot tai 
themfelves ; ancj that if they can' tax themfelves, wc 
fannot tax them. We anfwer .with v^ry little her 
fitation, that for the general ufe of the empire wp 
h^ve the fole right of taxing them. If they have 
contributed any thing in their own aflemblies, what 
they contributed was not paid but given; it was 
not a tax or tribute, but a prefent. Yet they have 
the natural and legal power of levying money on 
{t)^;i>felves fer provincial purpofes, of providing fof 
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their own expence> at their own difcretion. Let not 
this be thought new or ftrange ^ it is the ftate of every 
parilh in the kingdom. 

The friends of the Americans are of different 
opinions. Some think that being unreprefented 
they ought to tax themfelves, and others that they 
ought to have reprefentatives in the Briti^ parlia- 
ment. ^ 

If they are to tax themfelves, what power is to 
remain in the fupreme legiflature ? That they muft 
fettle their own mode of levying their money is fup* 
pofed. May the BritiJIi parliament tell them how 
much they (hall contribute ? If the fum may be pre* 
fcribed, they will return few thanks for the power of 
raifing it ; if they are 'at liberty to grant or to deny, 
they are no longer fubjefts. 

If they are to be reprefented, what number of thefe 
weftern orators are to be admitted ? This I fuppofe 
the parliament muft fettle ; yet if men have a natural 
and unalienable right to be reprefented, who (hall de-« 
termine the number of their delegates ? Let us how-r 
ever fuppofe them to fend twenty-three, half as many 
as the kingdom of Scotland^ what will this reprefen- 
tation avail them ? To pay taxes will be ftill a griev- 
ance. The love of money will not be leflened, nor 
the power of getting it increafed. 
" Whither will this neceffity of reprefentation drive 
us ? Is every petty fettlement to be out of the reach 
of government, till it has fent a fenator to parlia-^ 
ment ; or may two of them or a greater number be 
forced to unite in a fingle deputation ? What at laft 
is the dijference between Ixim that is taxed by com-. 

pulfioa 
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puliion without reprefentation, and him that is repre^ 
fcnted by compulfion in order to be taxed ? 

For many reigns the Houfe of Conipions was in ^ 
ftate of fludiuation : new burgefles were added from 
time to time, without any reafon now to be difcovcr-* 
ed I but the number has been fixed for more than 4 
century and a half, and the king's power of increafing 
it has been queftioned. It will hardly be thought fit 
to new-model ,the conftitutign in favour of the plant- 
ers, who, as they grow rich, may buy eftates in Eng-^ 
laTidy and, without any innovation, efFe(ftually repre- 
fent their native colonies. 

The friends of the Americans indeed ^ik for them 
what they do not alk for themfelves. This ineftima* 
ble right of reprefentation they have never fohcitedt 
They mean not to exchange folid money for fuch airy 
honoun They fay, and fay willingly, that they cannot 
conveniently be reprefented ; becaufe their inferepce is, 
that they cannot be taxed, They ^re too remote to 
Ihare the general government, and therefore claim the 
privilege of governing themfelves. 

Of the principles contabed in the refolutions of the 
Congrefs, however wild, indefinite, and obfcure, fuch 
Jbas been the influence upon American underftanding, 
that from New-England to South-Carolina there is 
formed a general combination of all the provinces 
^igainft their Mother-country. The madnefs of in- 
dependence has fpread from Colony to Colony, till 
order is lofi: and government defpifed, and all is filled 
V^ith mifnile, uproar, violence, and confiifion. To be 
Quiet is difaffeftion,' to be loyal is tieafbn. 

Tl^ Congreis of P^//Wi?/jpii/^j an di&mbly convened 

by 
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by its own authority, has promulgated a declaration^ . 
in complialice with which the communication betwccQ 
Britain and the greateft part of Nortk America is 
jnow fufpended. They ceafed to admit the importa* 
tion of Englijk goods in December 1774, and determine 
to permit the exportation of their own no longer thoij 
to November 1775* 

This might fcem enough, but they have done more. 
They have declared, that they (hall treat all gs enemies 
who do not concur with th.em in difaflfeftion and per.- 
verfenefs, and that they will trade with none that 0ial) 
trade with Britain. 

They threaten to ftigmatize in their Gazette, thofc 
who (hall confMme the prod^dts or merchandife of 
their Mother- country, and are now learching fufpefted 
houfes for prohibited goods. 

Thefe hoftile declarations they profefs " themfelve3 
ready to maintain by force. They have armed th? 
militia of their provinces, and feized the publick 
ftores of ammunition. They are therefore no longer 
fubjefts,- fmce they refufe the laws of their Sovereign, 
and in defence of that refiifal are making open prepa^ 
rations for war. 

Being now in their own opinion free ftates, they 
are not only r^fipg armies, but furming alliances, 
not only haftening to rebel themfelves, but f^ducing 
their neighbours to rebellion. They have publiftied 
an addrefs to the inhabitants of ^uebec^ in which 
difcontent and refiftance are openly incited, and with 
yery refpeftfiil mention of thefagacity of Frenchmen^ 
invite them to fend deputies to the Congrefs of PMr 
^ ^elphhr to that feat of Virtue and Vcracit^y, whence 
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the people of England are told, that to eftablifh po<« 
pery, a religion fraught with Janguinary and impiotts 
tenets^ even in Quebec^ a country of which the in- 
habitants are papifts, is fo contrary to the confti- 
tution, that it cannot be lawftilly done by the le- 
giflature itfelf ; where it is made one of the articles 
of their aflbciation, to deprive the conquered French 
ef their religious eftablifliment ; and whence the 
French of Quebec are, at the fame time, flattered into 
(edition, by profeffions of expedling, from the Ube^ 
rality of fentiment dijiinguifhing their nation^ that dif^ 
Jcrence of religion will not prejudice them againft a hearty 
amity^ becaufe the tranfcendent nature of freedom ele- 
vates all who unite in the caufe^ above fuch low-minded 
infirmities. 

Quebec^ however, is at a great diftance. They have 
^med a ftroke from which they may hope for greater 
and more fpeedy mifchief. They have tried to infeft 
the people oi England with the contagion of difloyalty. 
Their credit is happily not fuch as gives them in- 
fluence proportionate to their malice. When they 
talk of their pretended immunities guarantied by the 
plighted faith of Government ^ and the mojl folemn com- 
^a£ls with Englifh Sovereigns^ we think ourfelves at li- 
berty to inquire when the faith was pUgbted, and the 
comgaft made; and when we can only find that king 
James and king Charles the Firft promifed the fettlers 
in Mq/fachufett'$ Bay, now femous by ,the appellatioQ 
, of BoJionianSj exemption from taxes for feven ye«ire^ 
we infer with Mr, Mauduit, that by this folemn compaS^ 
they were, after expiration of the ftipulatcd term, 
M^bl^'to taxatioQt 
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When they apply to our compaffion, by telling ns, 
that they are to be carried from their own country to 
be tried for certain offences, we are not fo ready to pity 
theai, as to advife them nqt to offend. While they 
are innocent they are fafe. 

When they tell of laws made exprcfsly for their 
punifhinent, we anfwer, that tumults and (edition 
were always punifhable, and that the new law pre* 
fcribes only the mode of execution. 

When it is faid that the whole town of Bqflon is 
diflrelTed for a mifdemeanour of a few, we wonder at 
their (hamefulnefs ; for we know that the town o^ 
JSqfion^vLViA all the afTociated provinces, are now in re* 
belfion tp defend or juflify the criminals. 

If frauds in the impofls of Bqflon are tried by com- 
miffion without a jury, they are tried here in the fame 
mode I and why ftiould the Bqflomans expeft from us 
more tendernefs for them than for ourfelves ? 

If they are condemned unheard, it is becaufe there 
is no need of a trial. The crime is manifeft and no- 
torious. All trial is the inveftigation of fomething 
doubtful. An Italian philofopher obferves, that no 
man defires to hear what he has already feen. 

If their affemblies haVe been fuddenly diflfolved, 
what was the reafon? Their deliberations were in* 
decent, and their intentions feditious. The power of 
diiTolution is granted and referved for fuch times of 
turbulence. Their beft friends have been lately folicit- 
ing the King to diffolve his Parliament, to do what 
they fo loudly complain of fuffering. 

That the fame vengeance involves the innocent 
^d guilty is a^ cvij to b^ lameuted, but humaa 

CftUtioft 
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caution canndt prevent it, nor human power always 
redrefs it. To bring mifcry on thofe who have 
not deferved it, is part of the aggregated giiilt of re- 
bellion. 

That governors have been fometimes given them 
only that a great man might get eafe from impor- 
tunity, and that they have had judges not always of 
the deepefk learning or the pureft integrity, we have 
no great reafon to doubt, becaufe fuch misfortunes 
happen to ourfelves. Whoever is governed- will 
fometimes be governed ill, even when he is moft 
cmcemed in his own government. 

That improper officers or magiftrates are fent, is 
the crime or folly of thofe that fent them. When 
incapacity is difcovered, it ought to be removed ; i£ 
corruption is deteded, it ought to be puniftied. No 
government could fubfift for a day, if fingle errours 
could jiiftify defeftion. 

One of their complaints is not fuch as can claim 
much commiferation from the fofteft bofom. They. 
tell us, that we have changed our conduft, and that 
a tax is now laid by Parliament on thofe who were 
never taxed by Parliament before. To this we think 
it may be eafily anfwered, that the longer they have 
been fpared, the better they can pay. 

It is certainly not much their intereft to rcprefeat 
innovation as criminal or invidious^ for they have in^ 
troduced into the hiftory of mankind a new mode of 
difafFeftion, and have given, I believe, the firft ex- 
ample of a profcription publilhed by a Colony againft 
the Mother-country, 

- To what is urged of new powers granted to the 
Courts of Admiralty, or the exteniion of authority 

conferred 
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conferred on the judges, it may be anfvrcrcd in a few 
words, that they have themleives made fuch regulations 
neceilary ; that they are e£tabiiifaed for the preveotion 
of greater evils ; at the fame time, it mud be obferved, 
that thefe powers have not been extended fince tht 
ztbeiiion in America. 

One mode of perfuaiion their ingenuity has fug* 
gefted, which it may perhaps be lefs ea(y to refifL 
That we may not look with indifference on the 
Atmrican contefl, or imagine that the ilruggle is for a. 
daim, which however decided is of fmall impedance 
and remote confequence, the Philaddphian D}ngre& 
has taken care to inform us, that tiiey are refiftiiig 
the demands of Parliament, as well for our &kes as 
their own* 

Their keenriels of perfpicacity has enabled them 
to purfue confequences to a greater diftance ; to fee 
through clouds impervious to the dimneis of Ewopean^ 
£ght ; and to find, I know not how^ that when they 
are taxed» we (hall be enilaved. 

That flavery is a miferable ftate we have been 
often told, and doubtlefs many a Briton vnUX tremble 
to find it fo near as in Americai but how it will be 
brought hither, the Congr^ muft inform us. The 
queilion might diftrefs a common imderftanding > 
but the ftatefman of the other hemifphere can eafily 
isefolve it. Our xninifters, they {ay, are our ene** 
mies, and 5^ they Jhmld cwrry the point of taxation^ 
may wiih tie fame army enftaive us. It may be faid. 
we will not pay them ; hu remember y fay the weftem 
fages, the taxes from America, and we may add the 
meHy and particularly the Roman Catholicks of this vafl 
continent 9^ will thin be in the power of yswr enmies. 

Nor 
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Nor im^e you any nafon to expeSl^ thai, afttr mskif^ 
/laws ^/ nsj many tf ms will r^e U affijjl m reducit^ 
ym to the farm abjeSl ftate. 

Thefe are dreadful menaces ; but fufpeftiog that 
■they haffe not much the found of probability, the 
Congncfs proceeds: Do not treat this as chimerUal. 
Know that in lefs than half a century the quit rents 
re/erved to the crown from the numberlefs grants of 
this vaft continent y will pour large ftr earns of*voealth into 
the royai coffers. If to this be added the power of taxing 
America at pteafure^ the crown wHlpoffefs more treafure 
fhan tftay be neceffaiy to purchafe the remains of liberty 
in your ifland. 

All this is very dreadful i but amidft the terrour 
that (hakes my frame, I cannot forbear to wi(h that 
fome fluice were opened for thefe ftreams of treafure. 
I fliQukl gladly fee America return half of what Eng^^ 
landh^ expended in her defence; and of the ftream 
that will Jhw fo largely in lefs than half a century^ I 
hope a fmall rill at leaft may be found to quench 
the thiril: of the prefent generation, which (eems to 
think itfelf in more danger of wanting money than of 
lofing liberty. 

It is difficult to judge with what intention fuch 
airy burfts of malevolence are vented ; if fuch writers 
hope to deceive, let us rather repel them with icoivk^ 
than refute them by difputation, « 

In this laft terrifick paragraph are two pofitions^ 
that, if our fears do hot overpower our reflection, 
may enable ms to fupport life a little longer. We 
are told by thefe croakers of calamity, not only 
that our prefent minifters defign to enilave us, but 
that the fame malignity of purpofe is to defcend 

throiAgh 
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through all their fucceflors, and that the wealth Cd 
i>e poured into England by the PaSolus of Americd 
will, whenever it comes^ be employed to purchafe the 
rtfnaim of lib6tty\ 

Of thofe who now condu6): the national afiairSf 
we may, without much arrogance^ prefume to 
know more than t^emfelves^ and of thofe Who (hall 
fucceed them^ whether minifter or king^ not to 
know lefst. 

The other pofition is, that the Crawn^ if this lau- 
dable oppofition fliould not be fuccefsfuU wiZ? Aave 
the power of taxing America at pleafure. Surely they 
think rather too meanly of our apprehenfions, when 
they fuppofe lis not to know What they Well know 
themfelvesi that they are taxed> like all other Briti^ 
.fubjefts, by Parliament ; and that the Crown has not 
by the new inipofts> whether right or wrong, ob* 
tained any additional power over their pofieffions« 

It were a curious, but an idle fpeculatioh to ih«* 
quire, what effed^ thefe didtators of fedition exped 
from the difperfion of. their Letter among us. If 
they believe their own complaints of hardlhip; and 
really dread the danger which they defcribe, they 
will naturally hope to communicate the fame per^ 
ceptions to theif fellow-fubjefts. But probably in 
Jbncrica^ as in other places, the chiefs are incendia* 
ties, that hope to rob in the tumults of a conflai* 
gration, and tofs brands among a rabble paffively 
combuftible* Thofe who wrote the Addrefs, thou^ 
they have (hewn no great extent or profundity of 
mind, are yet probably wifer than to believe it : 
but they have been taught by fome mafter of mif* 
chief^ how to put in motion the engine of political 
9 eledtricity) 
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fjeftricityi to attraft by the founds of Liberty and 
Property, to repel by thofe of Popery and Slavery > and 
to give the great ftroke by the nanie of Bojion. 

When fubordinate communities oppofe the decrees 
^f the general legiflature with defiance thus audacious, 
and malignity thus acrinaonious, nothing remains But 
to conquer or to yield ; to allow their claim of inde^ 
pendence, or to reduce them by force to fubmiffion * 
»nd allegiance. 

It might be hoped that noEngUflman could be found, 
whom the menaces of our own Colonifts, juft refcued 
from the Frencky would not move to indignation, like 
that of the Scythians y who, returning from war, found 
themfelves excluded from their own boufes by their 
ilaves. 

That corporations conftituted by favour, and exift- 
ing by fufferance, Ihould dare to prohibit commerce 
with their native country, and threaten individuals by 
infamy, and focieties with at lead fufpenfion of amity, 
for daring to be more obedient to government thaa 
themfelves, is a degree of infoience, which not only 
deferves to be punifhed, but of which the punifhment 
is loudly demg^nded by the order of life, and the peace 
of nations. 

Yet there have rifen up, in the face of the piiblick, 
men who^ by whatever corruptions or whatever infatua- 
tion, have undertaken to defend the Americans^ endea- 
your to flielt^r them from refentmenta and propofe 
reconciliation without fubmiffion. 

As political difeafes ar^ naturally contagious, let 
ij: be fuppofed for a moment that Cornwall^ feized 
with the Philadelphian frenzy, may refolve to fepafatet 
iffelf from the general fyftem of the -£w^/^ , cgstftit-u- 
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tion, and judge of its own rights in its own parliaoient^ 
A Congrefs might then meet at Truroy and addrefs the 
other counties in u dyle not unlike the language of 
the American patriots : 

" Friends and Fellow-fubjedts, 

** We the delegates of the feveral towns and pa^ 
rifhes Q&CormmUy affembled to deliberate upon^our 
own ftate and that of our conftituents, having, after fe-* 
nous debate and calm coniideration, fettled thefcheme 
of our future conduA, hold it neccffary to declare tho 
xefolutions which we think ourfelves entitled to form, 
by the unalienable rights of reafonable Beings, and 
into which we have been compelled by grievances and 
opprefiions, long endured by us in patient filence, 
jiot becaufe we did not feel, or could not remove 
them, but becaufe we were unwilling to give difturb- 
atnce to a fettled gbvernment, and 'hoped that others 
would ia time find, like ourfelves, their true interef^ 
and their original powers, and aU co-operate to uni- 
verfal happinefs. 

** But fince having long indulged the pleafiog ex- 
peftation, we find general difcontent not likely to in-, 
cxeafe, or not likely to end in general defeftion, wo 
refolve to eredt alone the flandard of liberty. 

" Know then^ that y/>u are no longer to confider 
Cornwall as an J^n^lijh county, vifited by EngUJh 
judges, receiving law from an Bngli/h parliament, 
or included in any general taxation of the kingdom % 
but as a ftate diftinft and independent, governed 
by its own inftitutions, adminiflered by its own ma- 
giflrates, and exempt from any tax or tribute but fuch 
gs we fhall impofe upon ourfelves* 

wwe 5^re the acknowledged defendants of the 

eariieft 
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carlicft inhabitants of Britain^ of men, who before the 
time of hiftory, took pofleffion of the ifland' defolate 
and waftc, and therefore open to the firft occupants. Of 
this defcent, our langu^^e is a fufficient proof, which, 
not quite a century ago, was different from yours. 

" Such are the Cornijhmen ; but who are you ? 
who^but the unauthorifed and lawlefs children of in- 
truders, invaders, and oppreflbrs ? who, but the tranf- 
mitters pf wrong, the inheritors of robbery ? In claim- 
ing independence we claim but little. We might 
require you to depart from a land which you poffefs 
by ufurpation, and to reftore all that you have taken 
from us. 

** Independance is the gift of Nature, No man' is 
born the mafter of another. Every Comijfman is a 
freeman, for we have never refigned the rights of 
humanity ; and he only can be thought free, who is not 
governed but by his own confent. 

" You may urge that the prefent fyftem of govern* 
ment has defcended through many ages, and that we 
have a larger part in the reprefentation of the kingdom, 
than any other county. 

" All this is true, but it is neither cogent nor per* 
fuafive^ We look to the original of things. Our 
union with the Englijh counties was either compelled 
by force, or fettled by compaft. 

^* That which was made by violence, may by vio^ 
lence be broken. If we were treated as a conquered - 
people, our rights might be obfcured, but could never 
be extinguiflied, The fword can give nothing but 
power, which a Iharper fword can take away. 

** If our union was by conipaft, whom could the 
CQfljpaa bind but thofe that concurred in the ftipu- 

% ktionb? 
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lations? Wc gave our anceftors no commiffiort t# 
fettle the tcritis of future exiftence. They might btf 
cowards that were frighted, or blockheads that were 
thcated ; but whatever they were, they could contradh 
bnly for themfelves. What they could eftablifh, we 
din annuL 

** Againft our prefent forhi of government it flialt 
ftand in the place of all argument, that we do not like 
it* While we are governed as we do not like, where 
is our liberty ? We do not like taxes, we will there- 
fcre hot be taxed i we da not like your laws, and will 
BOt obey them* 

" The taxes laid by our reprefentatlves, are laid^ 
ybu tell lis, by our own confent ; but we will no 
longer confent to be reprelentcd* Our number of 
legiflators was originally a burden, and ought to have 
been rcfufed i it is now confidered as a difpropor-* 
tionate advantage; who then will complain if we re** 
fign it ? 

. " We fiiall form a Senate of our own, under n 
Prefident whom the King (hall nominate, but whofe 
authority we will limit, by adjufting his falary to bis^ 
inerit# We will not withhold a proper ftiaj;e of con- 
tribution to the neceflary expence of lawful govern* 
tnent, but we will decide for ourfelves what (bare h 
proper, what expence is neceflary, and what govern^ 
ment is lawfuh 

** Till our counfcl is proclaimed independent an4 
^ tinaccountable, we will, after the tenth day of Sep--* 
tembef\ keep our Tin in our own hands: you caa 
be fupplicd from no other place, and muft therefore 
tomplyi or be poifoned with the copper of your own 
kitchens* 
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^ ** If any Comijhman (hall refufe his name \o thi« 
^fl: and laudable aflbciation, he (hall be tutnble4 ' 
from St. Michaer% Mount j or buried alive in a tin- 
mine; and if any emiflary (hall be found feducing 
Cornijhmen to their former ftate, he (hall be fmeared 
jvith tar, and rolled in fea^thers, and chaied with dog$ 
out of our dominions, 

" From the Cornijh Congrefs at Tl^ruro.-^ 
Of this memorial what could be faid but that it was 
written io jeft, or written by a madman ? Yet I know 
not whether the warmeft admirers of Pennfylvanian 
dpquenee can find any argument in the AddrefTes o£ 
the. Congriefs, that is not with greater, flirength uigecH 

The argument of the irregular troops of controverfyt 
ftripped of its colours, and turned out naked to the 
view, is no more than this. Liberty is th$ birthright 
crf.ni:an,.a.nd wherje obedience 13 compelled, there is no* 
liberty. The anfwer is equally fimple. Government 
13 necefTary to man, and where obedience, is not com- 
peUpd* there is qq government. 

If the fiatoed refufes to obey, it is the duty of au* 
tiority to ufe comj)uI(ion. Society cannot fub/jft 
feut by the power, . firft of ma};;ing lavys, and the^ of 
enforcing them, . 1 

Tq Qne of Jthe threats hifled out by the Congre(s,» 
I have put Jiothing (imilar into the Cornijh pro^. 
cjamation; becaufe it is too wild for folly and too 
fgoli{h for madnefs. If we do not withhold our King, 
'and his Parliament frorp tasfiijg them, they wW ?rofs. 
Jjie AtlantUk and enflaye us.. 

How they will come they have not told us ;. per- 
Jtfips they will tak? wipg, and light ypori our coafts,: 

P3 ; When 
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When the cranes thus begin to flutter, it is time fof 
pygmies to keep their cyc^ about then)) The Gi^at 
Orator bbferrcs, that they will be very fit. after they 
have been taxed, to impofe chains upon us« If they 
are fo fit as their firiend defcribes them, and (b willing 
as they defcribe themfelves, let us increafe our army^ 
and double our militia. 

It has been of late a very general praftice to talk 
of flavery among thofe who are fetting at defiance 
every power that keeps the world in orden If thtf 
learned Author of the RefleSlians on Leaming ha» 
rightly obferved, that no man ever could give law ta 
ianguage, it will be vain to prohibit the ufe of the 
vfordjlaverj^ : but 1 could wifli it more difcreetly ut^ 
tcred ; it is driven at one thne too hard into our ears 
by the loud hurricane oi Pennfyhanian eloquence, and 
at another glides too cold into our heaits by the foft 
conveyance of a female patriot bewailing the onfeiies 
of htv friends and fellow-citizens. 

Such has been the progrefs of fedition^ that thofe 
who a few years ago difputed only our right of iayn 
ing taxes, now queftion the validity of every ad of 
legiilation. They consider themfelves as emancipated 
from obedience, and as being no longer the fubjeds' 
of the Britijk Crown. They leave us no choice but- 
of yielding or conquering, of refigning our dominion^ 
or maintaining it by force, « - 

From force many endeavours have been ttfed either, 
to diffuade, or to deter us. Somet^me^ the merit of' 
the Americans is.exaked, and fometimes their fuffer- 
ings are aggravated. We are told of their contribu- 
tions to the laft war, a war incited by their outcries* 
and continued for their protcdion> a war by which 
7 / V^c. 
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fione but themfelves were gainers. All that they can 
boaft IS, that they did fomcthing for themfelves, and 
did not wholly ftand inadive while the fons of Britam 
were fighting in their eaufe. 

If we cannot admire, we are called to pity them 1 
to pity thofe that (hew no regard to their Mother- 
country ; have obeyed no law which they could vio^ 
kte ; have imparted no good which they could with- 
hold ; have entered into affociations of fraud to rob 
their creditors j and into combinations to diftrefs all 
who depended on their commerce. We are reproach* 
cd with the cruelty of (hutting one port, where every 
port is (hut againft us. We are cenfured as tyran-*- 
p\cA for hindering thofe from fi(hing, whd have con-» 
demtied our merchants to bankruptcy, and our man^* 
feiAurefs to hunger. ? 

Others perfuade us to giVe them more liberty, to 
take off rc{^raints, and relax authority; and tell ust 
what happy confequences will arife from forbear- 
ance: how their aflfefltions will be conciliated, and 
into what diffufions of beneficence their gratitude 
will luxuriate^ They will love their friends* They 
will reverence their proteftors* They will throw them-** 
fclves into our arms, and lay their property at our feet/ 
They will buy from no other what we can fell them ^ 
they will fell to no other what we wi(h to buy. 

That any obligations (hould overpower their at- 
tention to profit, we have known them long enough 
not to cxpeft. It is not to be expefted from a more 
liberal people. With what kindnefs they repay be- 
nefits, they are now (hewing us, who, as foon as we 
have delivered them from France, are defying and 
profcribing us. 

But 
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But if we will permit them to tax themfelveSii 
they will give us more than we require. If we pro^ 
claim them independent, they will during pleafurc 
pay us a fubfidy. The conteft is not now for money, 
but for power. The queftion is not how mu^h we 
ftial! colled, but by what authority the coUedion (hall 
be made. 

Thofe who find that the Jmerifans, cannot be 
(hewn in any form that may raife love or pity, drc6 
them in habiliments of terrour, and try to make us 
think them fomiidable. The Bqftonians can call into 
the field ninety tboufand men. While we con-* 
quer aU before us, new enemieg will rife up behindf 
and our work will be .always to begin. If we take 
pofleflion of the towns, the Colonifts will retire into 
the inland regions, and the gain of viAory will b^. 
only empty houfes, and a wide extent of wafte and de- 
folation. If we fubdue them for the prefent, they will 
univerfally revolt in the i^e^^t war, and refigqi us with* 
out pity to fubjeAion and deftruAion. 

To all this it piay be anfwered, that betweea 
losing 4mmca apd refigning it, there is no great 
difference; that it is not very reafonable to jump 
ijnto the fea, bpcaiife the ftip is leaky, All thofe 
^vils may befal us, but we need not haften them. 

The Dean of Gloucefter has propofed, and feems to 
propofe it ferioufly, that w^ fhould at once releafe 
our claims, declare therp mafters of themfelves, and 
whiftle them down the wind. His opinion is, that 
our gain from them will be the fame, and our expenco 
kfs. What •they can have mpft cheaply from ^r/^ 
^in^ they will ftill buy j what they can fell to u? aft 
the highcft price, they will ftill fell. 

It 
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It is, however, a little hard, that having fo latelf 
fought and conquered for their fafety, we Ihould gof- 
Vern them no longer. By letting them loofe beford 
the war, how many millions might have been iaved. 
One wild pfopofal is beft anfwcred by another* Let 
us reftore to the Prenck what we haVe takeii from 
Ihem. We (hall fee our Colonifts at our feet, wheii 
Ihey have an enemy fo near them. Let us give the 
Indians arms, and teach them difcipline, and encou* 
tage them now and then to plunder a Plantatioiu 
Security and leifure are the parents of fedition. 

While thefe different opinions are agitated. It 
feems to be determined by the Legillature, that 
force (hall be tried. Men of the pen have feldonl 
any great (kill in conquering kingdoms, but they 
have ftrong inclination to give advice. I cannot 
forbear to wi(h, that this commotion may end with- 
out blood(hed, and that the rebels may be fub- 
dued by terrour rather than by violence ; and there*- 
fore recommend fuch a force as may take away, not 
bnly the power, but the hope of refiflance, and by 
conquering without a battle, faVe many from the 
'iword. 

If their obftinacy continues without aftual, hofti- 
Jities, it may perhaps be mollified by turning out the 
foldiers to free quarters, forbidding any perfonal cru*- 
lelty or hurt. It has been propofed, that the flavc$ 
(hould be fet free, an aft which furely the lovers of 
liberty cannot but commend. If they are furni(bed 
Ivith fire-arms for defence, and utenfils for hufbandry, 
and (ettled in fome (impb form of government witli- 
io the country, they rtiay be more grateful and hoj- 
|ifft th^ theii; ma&ers« 

Far 
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. Far be it from any Englijhman to third for the bipod 
of his fellow-fubjeifts. Thofe who moft deferve our 
refcntment are unhappily at lefs diftancc. The Amt^ 
ricans^ when the Stamp Aft was firft. propofed, un^ 
4oubtedly difliked it, as every nation diflikes an im-* 
poll J but they had no thought of refifting it, till they* 
were encouraged and incited by European intelligence 
from men whom they thought th^ir friends, but who 
were friends only to tbemfelves. 

On the original contrivers of mifchief let an infult- 
ed nation pour out its vengeance. With whatever 
defign they have inflamed this pernicious fontefl:, they 
are themfelves equally deteftable. If they wilh fuc-r 
cefs to the Colonies, they are traitors to this coun- 
try J if they wifli their defeat, they are traitors at once 
to America and England^ To them and thepi only 
muft ht imputed the interruption of commerce, and 
the miferies of war, the forrow of thofe that fhall b* 
ruined, and the blood of thofe that (hall fall. 

Since the Americans have made it neceffary to fub- 
due them, may they be fubdued with the leaft injury 
poflible to their pe^rfons and their pofleflions ! When 
they are reduced to obedience, may that obedience be 
fecured by ftridler laws and ftronger obligations ! 

Nothing can be more noxious to fopiety, than that 
erroneous clemency, which, when a rebellion is fup^ 
prefledj exadts no forfeiture^ and efl;ablifhes no fecu- 
rities, but leaves the rebels in their fornier ftate, 
Who would not try the experiment which promifes 
advantage without expence ? If rebels once obtaii^ ^ 
viftory, their wifhes are accompliftied ; if they arc 
defeated, they fufFer little, perhaps lefs than their 
(onqucrors a bowever qftea th^y play the ga^e, thq 
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duuice is always in their favour. In the mean time^ 
they are growing rich by viftualling the troops that 
we have fent againft them, and perhaps gain more by 
the refidence of the army than they lofe by the ob* 
ftniftion of their port* 

Their charters being now, I fuppofe, legally for- 
feited, may be modelled as (hall appear moft com- 
modious to the mother-country. Thus the privileges, 
which are found by experience liable to mifufe, will 
fee taken away, and thofe who now bellow as patriots, 
blufter as foldiers, and domineer as legiflators, will 
fink into fober merchants and filent planters, peace- 
ably diligent, and fecurely rich. 

But there is one writer, and perhaps many who do 
not write, to whom the^contraftion of thefe per- 
nicious privileges appears very dangerous, and who 
ftartle at the thoughts of England free and America 
in chains. Children fly from their own (hadow, and 
rhetoricians are frighted by their own voices. Chains - 
is undoubtedly a dreadful word; but perhaps the 
mailers of civil wifdom may difcover fome gra- 
dations between chains and anarchy. Chains need 
not be put upon thofe who will be reftrained with* 
out them. This conteft may end in the fofter 
phrafe of Englijk Superiority and American Obe- 
dience. 

We are told, that the fubje£tion of Americans may 
tend to the diminution of our own liberties: an 
event, which none but very perfpicacious politicians 
are able to forefee. If llavery be thus fatally conta- 
gious, how is it that we hear the loudeft yelps for li* 
berty among the drivers of negroes ? 

But let us interrupt a while this dream of con- 
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queft, fettlement, and fupremacy. Let us remem^ 
bcr that being to contend, according to one orator* 
ivith three millions of Whigs, and according to an* 
other, with ninety thoufand patriots of Majfackufet'% 
Bayj we may poffibly be checked in our career of re-^ 
duftion. We may be reduced to peace upon equal 
terms, or driven from the weftern continent, and fort 
bidden to violate a fecond time the happy borders of 
the land of liberty. The time is now perhaps at 
hand, which Sir Thomas Browne ^x^^iSttd. between jell 
mid earned) 

When America flioiild no more fend out her treafure, 
. But fpend it at home in American pleafure. 

If we are allowed upon our defeat to flipulat^ 
conditions, I hope the treaty of Bofton will permit 
us to import into the confederated Cantons fuch 
products as they d6 not raife, and fuch manufaftures as 
they do not make, and cannot buy cheaper from other 
nations, paying like others the appointed cuftoms; that 
if an Englijh (hip falutes a fort with four guns, it (hall 
be anfwere(} at leaft with two ; and that if an Englijh^ 
man be inclined to hold a plantation, he (hall only take 
an oath of allegiknce to the. reigning powers, and be 
fuffered, while he lives inoffenfively, to retain his own 
opinion of Englijh rights, unmolefted in his conlcieACO* 
^>y an oath of abjuration. 



■»■*■ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A 

JOURNEY 

TO THE 

WESTERN ISLANDS 

OF 

SCOTLAND. 



T HAD defined to yifit the Hebrides, ox Weftcm 
'^ Iflands oi Scotland^ fo long, that I fcarcely remem- 
ber how the wifh was originally excited ; and was in 
the Autumn of the year 1773 induced to undertake- 
the journey, by finding in Mr. Bofwell a companion, 
whofe acutenefs would help my enquiry, and whofe 
jgaiety of converfation and civility of manners are fuf- 
ficient to counteraft:the inconveniencies of travel, in 
countries lefs hofpitable than we have paffed. 

On the eighteenth of Ati^ufi we left Edinburgh^ a 
city too well known to admit defcription, and direfted 
our courfe northward, along the eaftern coaft of Scot- 
iand^ accompanied the firft day by another gentleman, 
who could flay with us only long enough to (how us 
how much we loft at feparation. 

As we croffcd the Frith of Forihy our curiofity 
was attrafted by Inch Keiths a fmall ifland, which 
neither of my companions had ever vifited, though, 
lying within their view, it had all their lives foli- 
cited their notice. Here, by climbing_with fome 
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difficulty over fhattered crags, wc made the firft expe- 
riment of unfrequented coafts. Inch Keith is nothing 
more than a rock ccrvered with a thin layer of earthy 
not wholly bare of grafs, and very fertile of thirties. 
A fmall herd of cows grazes annually upon it in the 
fummer. It feems never to have afforded to man or 
beaft a permanent habitation. 

We found only the ruins of a fmall fort, not fo in- 
jured by time but that it might be eafily reftored to 
its former ftate. It feems never to have been in- 
tended as a place of flrength, nor was built to endure 
a fiege, but merely to afford cover to a few foMiers, 
who perhaps had the charge of a battery, or were 
ftationed to give fignals of approaching danger. 
There is therefore no provifion of water within the 
waUs, though the fpring is fo near, that it might have 
been eafily enclofed. One of the flones had this in- 
fcription : " Maria Reg. 1564." It has probably been 
negleded from the time that the whok illand had the 
fame king. 

We left this little ifland with our thoughts em- 
ployed a while oa the different appearance that it 
would have made, if it had been placed at the fame 
diflance from Londoftj with the fame facility of ap- 
proach J with what emulation of price a few rocky- 
acres would have been purchafed, and with what 
cxpetifive induflry they would have been cultivated 
and adorned. 

When we landed, we found our chaife ready, and 
paffed through Kinghom^ Kirkaldy^ and Cowpai\ places 
not unlike the fmall or ftraggling market-towns in 
thofe parts of England where commerce and manufac- 
tures have not yet produced opulence. 

^ ThougW 
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Though we were yet in the mod populous part of 
Scotland, and at fo fmall a diftance from the capital, 
we met few paffengers. 

The roads are neither rough nor dirty ; and it af- 
fords a fouthern ftranger a new kind of pleafure to 
ti-avel fo commodioufly without the interruption of • 
toll-gates. Where the bottom is rocky, as it feems 
commonly to be in Scotland, a fmooth way is made 
indeed with great labour, but it never wants repairs ; ^ 
and in thofe parts where adventitious materials are ne- 
ceffary, the ground once confolidated is rarely broken ; 
for the inland commerce is not great, nor are heavy 
commodities often tranfported otherwife than by water. 
The carriages in common ufe are fmall carts, drawn 
each by one little horfe ; and a man feems to derive 
fome degree of dignity and importance from the re-» 
putation of poffefliag a two-horfe cart. 

ST. ANDREWS. 

At an hour fomewhat late we came to St. Andrews^ 
a city once archiepifcopal ; whece that univerfity ftill 
fubfifts in which philofophy was formerly taught by 
Buchanan, whofe name has as fair a claim to immorta- 
lity as can be conferred by modern latinity, and per* 
haps a fairer than the inftability of vernacular Ian* 
guages admits. 

We found, that by the interpofition of fome invifi- 
ble friend, lodgings had been provided for us at the 
houfe of one of the profeflbrs, whofe eafy civility 
quickly made us forget that we were.ftrangers ; and in 
the whole time of our ftay we were gratified by every 
mode of kindnefs, and entertained with all the elegance , 
vli lettered hofpitality. 

Pa In 
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In the morning we rofe to perambulate a city, 
which only hiftory Ihews to have once flourifhcd, 
and furveyed the ruins of ancient magnificence, of 
.which even the ruins cannot long be vifible, unlefs 
fome care be taken to preferve them ; and where is 
the pleafure of preferving fuch mournful memorials ? 
They have been till very lately fo much neglefted, 
that every man carried away the ftones who fancied 
that he wanted them. 

The cathedral^ of which the foundations may be 
flill traced, and a fmall part of the wall is {landing, 
appears to have been a fpacious and majeftick build- 
ing, not unsuitable to the primacy of the kingdom* 
• Of the architefture, the poor remains can hardly ex- 
hibit, even to an artift, a fufficient fpecimen. It was 
demolifhed, as is well known, in the tumult and vio- 
lence of ir«^;i;'s reformation. 

Not far from the cathedral, on the margin of the 
water, (lands a fragment of the caftle, in which the 
archbilhop anciently refided. It was never very 
large, and was built with more attention to fecurity 
than pleafure. Cardinal Beatoun is faid to have had 
workmen employed in improving its fortifications, at 
the time when he was murdered by the ruffians of re- 
formation, in the manner of which Knox has given 
what he himfelf calls a merry narrative. 

The change of religion in Scotland, eager and ve- 
hement as it was, raifed an epidemical enthufiafm, 
compounded of fuUen fcrupuloufnefs and warlike, fe- 
rocity, which, in a people whom idlenefs refigned to 
their own thoughts, and who, converfing only with 
each other, fuffered no dilution of their zeal from the 
gradual influx of new opinions, was long tranfmitted 
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in its- full ftrength from the old to the young, but by 
trade and intercourfe with England^ is now vifibly 
abating, and giving way too faft to that laxity of prac-^ 
tice, and indifference of opinion, in which men, not 
fufEciently inftrufted to find the middle point, too 
cafily fhelter themfelves from rigour and conftraintr 

The city oi St., Andrews ^ when it had loft its ar- 
chiepifcopal pre-eminence, gradually decayed : one of 
its ftreets is now loft; and in thofe that remain, there 
is the ' filence and folitude of inaftive indigence and 
gloomy depopulation. 

The univerlity, within a few years, confifted of three 
colleges, but is now reduced to two; the college of St. 
Leonard being lately dilTolved by the fale of its build- 
ings, and the appropriation of its revenues to the pro- 
felTors of the two others. The chapel of the alie- 
nated college is yet ftanding, a fabrick not inelegant 
of external ftrufture: but I was always, by fome civil 
excufe, hindered from entering it. A decent attempt, 
as I was fince told, has been made to convert it into a 
kind of green-houfe, by planting its area with fl:irubs. 
This new method of gardening is unfuccefsful ; the 
plants do not hitherto profper. To what ufe it will 
next be put, i have no pleafure in conjefturing. It 
is fomethii^, that its prefent ftate is at leaft not often- 
tatioufly difplayed. Where there is yet (hame, t^er^ 
may in time be virtue. 

The difTolutiop of St, Leonard*^ College' w^s doubt- 
lefs necefTary; but of that neceffit/ there is ^e^foa 
to complain. It is furely not without juft reproach, . 
that a nation, of which the commerce is hpi^rly ex- 
tending, and the wealth iocreafing, denies a^jy p^rtjciT 
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pation of its profperity to its literary focieties ; and 
while its merchants or its nobles are raifing palaces^ 
fuffers its univerfities to moulder into duflL. 

Of the two colleges yet {landing, one is by the in- 
ftitution of its founder appropriated to divinity. It 
is faid to be capable of containing fifty ftudents ; but 
more than one muft occupy a chamber. The library, 
which is of late erection, is not very fpacious, bpt 
elegant and luminous. 

The doctor, by whom it was fliewn, hoped to irri* 
tate or fubdue my Englijh vanity, by telling me, that 
we had no fuch repofitory of books in England. 

St. Andrews feems to be a place eminently adapted 
to ftudy and education, being fituated in a populous, 
yet a cheap country, and cxpofing the minds and man- 
ners of young men neither to the levity and diflblute* 
ncfs of a capital city, nor to the grofs luxury of a town 
of coriimerce, places naturally unpropitious to learn- 
ing; in one the defire of knowledge ealily gives way 
to the love of pleafure, and in the other, is in danger 
of yielding to the love of money. 

The ftudents however are reprefented as at this 
time not exceeding a hundred. Perhaps it may bq 
fome obftruftion to their increafe that there is no 
cpifcopal chapel in the place. I faw no reafon for 
imputing their paucity to the prefent profeffors ; nor 
can the expence of an academical education be very 
reafonably objedled. A ftudent of the higheft clafs 
may keep his annual feffion, or as the EngliJJi call it, 
his term, which lafts feven months, for about fifteeri 
pounds, and one of lower rank for lefs than ten ; \j\ 
which, board, lodging, and inftruftion are all included. . 

The 
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The chief magiftrate refidcnt in the univerfity, aa- 
fwering to our vice-chancellor, and to the ra£for mag- 
nificm on the continent, had commonly the title of 
Lord Reftor ; but being addreffed only as Mr, ReSlor 
in an inauguratory fpcech by the prefent chancellor, 
be has faUen from his former dignity of ftyle. Lord- 
(hip was very liberally annexed by our anccftors tp 
any ftation or charadter of dignity : they faid,'the Lord 
General, and Lord Ambajfadory fo we ftill f^y, my Lord^ 
to the judge upon the circuit, and" yet retain in ouf 
Liturgy, the Lords of the Council. 

In walking among the ruins of religious buildings, 
we came to two vaults over which had formerly flood 
the houfe of the fub-prior. One of the vaults was in- 
habited by an old woman, who claimed the right of 
abode there, as the widow of a man whofe a:nceftors 
tiad poffefled the fame gloomy manfion for no lefs than 
four generations. Tl:»e right, however it began, was 
confidered as eftabliChed by legal prefcription, and the 
old woman Jives undifturbed. She thinks however 
that (he has a claim to fomething more thanfufferaAce^ 
for as her hufband's name was Bruce, flic is allied tq 
royalty, and told Mr. Bofwell, that when there were 
perfdns of quality in the place, flie was diftinguifhed by 
feme notice ; that indeed ftie is naw negleAed, bufe 
(he fpins a thread, has the company of a cat, and i^ 
troublefome to nobody. 

Having now feen whatever this ancient city of^ 
fered to our curiofity, we left it with good wjflies, 
bavbg reafon to be highly pleafcd with the attention 
that was paid vis. But whoever furveys the worJ4 
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muft fee many things that give him pain. The kind- 
nefs of the profeflbrs did not contribute to abate the 
pneafy remembrance of an univerfity declining, a col- 
lege alienated, and a church profaned and haftening to 
the ground. 

St. Andrews indeed has formerly fuffered more 
atrocious ravages and more extenfive deftruftion, but 
recent evils afFed with greater force. We were re- 
conciled to the fight of archiepifcopal ruins. The 
diftance of a calamity from the prefent time feems to 
preclude the mind from contaft or fympathy. Events 
long paft are barely known ; they are not confidered. 
We read with as little emotion the violence of Knox 
and his followers, as the irruptions of Alaric and the 
Goths. Had the univerfity been deftroyed two centu- 
ries ago, we (hould not have regretted it ; but to fee it 
pining in decay, and ftruggling for life, fills the mind 
with mournful images and ineffeftual wifhes. 

ABERBROTHICK, 

As we knew forro\y and wilhes to be vain, it was 
now bur bufinefs to mind our way. The roads of 
Scotland afford little diverfipn to the traveller, who 
feldom fees, himfelf either encountered or overtaken, 
and who has nothing to contemplate but grounds that 
have no vifible boundaries, or are feparated by walls of 
loofe ftone. From the bank of the "Tweed to St. 
.;Andrews I had never feen a fingle tree, which I did 
not believe to have grown up far within the prefent 
century. Now and then about a gentleman's houfe 
jftands a fmallr plantation, which in Scotch is colled a 

policy^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 217 

policy^ but of thefe there are few, and thofe few all very 
young. The variety of fun and (hade is here utterly 
unknown. There is no tree for either fhelter or 
timben The oak and the thorn is equally a ftranger, 
and the whole country is extended in uniform naked- 
nefs, except that in the road between Kirkaldy and 
Cowpar, I paffed for a few yards between two hedges. 
A tree might be a (how in Scotland^ a's a horfe in Venice: 
At Sf. Andrews Mr. Bofwell found only one, and 
recommended it to my notice; I told him that 
it was rough and low, or looked as if I thought 
fo. This, faid he, is nothing to another a few miles 
off. I was ftill lefs delighted to hear that another 
tree was not to be feen nearer. Nay, faid a gentle- 
man that ftood by, I know but of this and that tree 
in the county. 

The Lowlands of Scotland hzd once undoubtedly an 
equal portion of woods with other countries. Forefts 
are every where gradually dimini(hed, as archite&ure 
and cultivation prevail by the increafe of people and 
liie introduftion of arts. But I believe few regions 
have been denuded like this, where many centuries muft 
have paffed in wafte without the leaft thought of future 
fupply- Davies obferyes in his account of Irelandy that 
no Iriflman had ever planted an orchard. For that 
negligence fome excufe might be drawn from an un-r 
fettled ftate of life, and the inftability of property ; 
but in Scotland poffefSon has long been fecurc, and 
inheritance regular, yet it may be doubted whether 
jbefore the Union any man between Edinburgh and 
l^ngland had ever fet a tree. 

Of 
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Of this improvidence no other account c^n be givea 
than that it probably began in times of tumult, an4 
continued becaufe it had begun. Eftablifhed cuftoox 
is not eafily broken, till fome great event Ihakes the 
whole fyftem of things, and life fecms to recom- 
mence upon new principles. That before the Union 
the Scots had little trade and little money, is. no valid 
apology J for plantation is the leaft expenfive of all 
methods of improvement. To drop a feed into the 
ground can cod nothing, and the trouble is not great 
of proteding the young plant, till it is out of danger; 
though it muft be allowed to have fome difficulty in 
places like thefe, where they have neither wood for 
palifades, Hor thorns for hedges. 

Our way was over the FiriA of Toy, where, though 
the water was not wide, we paid four (hillings for fer- 
rying the chaife. In Scotland the ncceflaries of life 
are eaf^Iy procured, but fuperfluities and elegancies arc 
of the fame price at leaft as in England^ and therefore 
may be confidered as much dearer. 

We flopped a while at Dundee^ where I remem- 
ber nothing remarkable, aBd mounting our chaife 
again, came about the clofe of the day to MerhrO'^ 
thick. 

The monaftery qf Aberbrothck is of great renown 
in the hidory of Scotland. Its ruins afford ample 
tefllmony of its ancient magnificence: its extent 
might, I fuppofe, eafily be found by following Xht 
waUs among the grafs.and weeds, and its height 4s 
knowA by fome parts yet ftanding. The arch of 
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jpne of the gates is entire, and of another only fo far 
.dilapidated as to diverfify the appearance. A fquar^ 
apartment of great loftincfs is yet {landing ; its ufe I 
icould not conjedure, as its elevation was very dif* 
proportionate to its area. Two corner towers par* 
ticulariy attraded our attention. Mr. Bofwelly whofe 
inquifitivenefs is feconded by great aftivity, fcram^ 
bled in at a high window, but found the flairs within 
broken, and could not reach the top. Of the other 
tower we were told that the inhabitants fometime$ 
climbed it, but we did not immediately difcern thp 
entrance, and as the night was gathering upon us, 
thought proper to defift. Men ikilled in architecture 
might do what we did not attempt : they might pi*o*' 
bably form an exaft ground^plot of this venerable edip 
fice. They may from fome parts yet ftanding conjee* 
ture its general form, and perhaps by comparing it 
with other buildings of the fame kind and the fame age^ 
attain an idea very near to truth. I Ihould fcarcely 
have regretted my journey, had it afforded nothing 
pore than the fight of Aberbrotkick. 

MONTROSE. 

Leaving thefe fragment^ of magnificence, we tra* 
veiled on to Montrofe^ which we furveyed in the 
morning, and found it well built, airy, and clean. 
The town-houfe is a handfome fabrick with a por- 
tico. We ,then went to view the Englijh chapel, 
and found a fmall church, clean to a degree un- 
known in any other part of Scotland^ with commodi- 
ous galleries, and what was yet lefs expeded, with 
^n organ. 

At 
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At our inn we did not find a reception fuch as we 
thought proportionate to the commercial opulence of 
the place; but Mr. Bo/we// defired me to obferver 
that the innkeeper was an Engliflirfiany and I then de- 
fended him as well as I could. 

When I had proceeded thus far, I had opportu- 
nities of obferving what I had never heard, that there 
were many beggars in Scotland. In Edinburgh the 
proportion is, I think, not lefs than in London^ and 
in the fmaller places it is far greater than in Englijh 
towns of the fame extent. It muft, however, be 
allowed, that they -are not importunate, nor clamo- 
rbus. They folicit filently, or very modeftly, and 
therefore, though their behaviour may ftrike with 
more force the heart of a ftranger, they are certainly 
in danger of miffing the attention of their countrymen. 
Novelty has always fomc power; an unaccuftomed 
mode of begging excites an unaccuftomed degree of 
pity. But the force of novelty is by its own nature 
foon at an end ; the efficacy of outcry and perfeverance 
is permanent and certain. 

The road from Montrofe exhibited a continuation 
of the fame appearances. The country is ftill naked, 
the hedges are of ftone, and the fields fo generally 
plowed, that it is hard to imagine where grafs is found 
for the horfes that till them. The harveft, which was 
almoft ripe, appeared very plentiful. 

Early in the afternoon Mr. Bofwell obferved that 
-we were at no great diftance from the houfe of lord 
Monboddo. The magnetifm of his converfation eafily 
drpw us out of our way, and the entertainment which 
we received would have been a fufficient recompence 
for a much greater deviation. 

The 
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The roads beyond Edinbungk^ as they are kfs fre- 
quented, muft be expedted to grow gradually rougher; 
but they were hitherto by no means incommodious. 
We travelled on with the gentle pace of a Scotch 
driver, who having no rivals in expedition, neither 
gives himfelf nor his horfes unneceffary trouble. We 
did not affeft the impatience we did not fee], but 
were fatisfied with the company of each other, as 
well riding in the chaife, as fitting at an inn. The 
night and the day are equally folitary alid equally 
fafbj for where there are fo few travellers^ why'fhould 
there be robbers'? 



ABERDEEN.' 

We came fomewhat late to Aberdeen, and found 
the inn fo full, that we had fome difficulty in obtain- 
ing admiffion, till Mr. Bofwell made himfelf known : 
his name overpowered all objection, and we found a 
very good houfe and civil treatment. 

I received the next day a very kind letter from Sir 
Alexander Gordon, whom I had formerly known in 
London, and, after a ceflation of all intercourfe for 
near twenty years, met here profeflbr of phyfick in 
the King^s College. Such unexpefted rcnev/als of ac- 
quaintance may be numbered among the moft pleaf- 
ing incidents of life. 

The knowledge of one profeflbr foon procured me 
the notice of the reft, and I did not want any token 
of regard, being condufted wherever there was any 
thing which I defired to fee, and entertained at once 
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with the novelty of the place, and the kindnefs of 
communication. 

To write of the cities of our own illand with the 
folemnity of geographical defcription, as if we had 
been caft upon a newly difcovered coaft, has the ap- 
pearance of a very frivolous ofteritation; yet as Scot-- 
land is little known to the greater part of thofe who 
may read thefe obfervations, it is not fuperfluous to 
relate, that under the name of Aberdeen are com* 
prifed two towns, Handing about a mile diftant from 
each other, but governed, I think, by the fame 
magiftrates. 

Old Aberdeen is the ancient epifcopal city, in which 
are ftill to be feea the remains of the cathedral. It 
has the appearance of a town in decay, having been 
fituated, in times when commerce was yet unftudied, 
with very little attention to the commodities of the 
harbour. 

Nezv Aberdeen has all the buflJe of profperous trade^ 
iind all the (how of increafing opulence. It is built by 
the water-fide. The houfes are large and lofty, and 
the ftreets fpacious and clean. They build almofl: 
wholly with the granite ufed in the new pavement of 
the ftreets of London^ which is well known not to 
want hardnefs, yet they (hape it eafily. It is beauti- 
ful, and muft be very lafting. 

What particular parts of commerce are chiefly ex--* 
ercifed by the merchants of Aberdeen^ I have not 
enquired. Tlie manufadure which forces itfelf up* 
on a ftranger's eye is that of knit-ftockings, oa 
which the women of the lower clafs arc vifibly em-* 
ployed. 

In 
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In each of thefe towns there is a college, or in 
ftrifter language an univerfity ; for in both there arc 
profeflbrs of the fame parts of learning, and the 
colleges hold their feffions and confer degrees fe- 
parately, with total independence of one on the 
other. 

In Old Aberdeen ftands the King* 5 College^ of which 
the firfl; prefident was HeScr Boece, or BoethiuSy who 
may be juftly reverenced as one of the revivers of 
elegant learning. When he Studied at Paris^ he was 
acquainted with ErafmuSy who afterwards gave him 
a public teftimony g( his eftecm, by infcribing to 
him a catalogue of his works. The ftyle of BoethiuSj 
though, perhaps, not always rigoroully pure, is form« 
cd with great diligence upon ancient models^ and 
wholly uninfedled with monaflick barbarity. His 
hiftory is written with elegance and vigour, but his 
fabuloufnefs and credulity are juftly blamed. His 
fabuloufnefs, if he was the author of the fidtions, is 
a fault for which no apology can be made ; but his 
credulity may be excufed in an age when all men 
were credulous. Learning was then rifing on the 
world; blit ages fo long accuftomed to darknefs. 
were too much dazzled with its light to fee any thing 
diftinftly. The firft race of fcholars in the fifteenth 
century, and fome time after, were, for the moft 
part, learning to fpeak, rather than to think, and 
were therefore more ftudious of elegance than of truth. 
The contemporaries of Boethms thought it fufficient 
to know what the ancients had delivered. The exa-* 
mination of tenets and of fadls was referved for an- 
other generation. 

BoethiuSi 
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Boethiusy as prcfident of the univerfity, enjoyed it 
revenue of forty Scottijh marks, about two pounds 
four fhillings and fixpencc of fterling ^ money. la 
the prefent age of trade and taxes, it is difficult cvea 
for the imagination fo to raife the value of money, or 
fo to diminifli the demands of life, as to fuppofe 
four-and-forty (hillings a year an honourable ftipend; 
yet it was probably equal, not only to the needs, but 
to the rank of Boethius. The wealth of England was 
undoubtedly to that of Scotland more than five to 
one, and it is known that Henry the Eighth^ among 
whofe faults avarice was ne>^er r/sckoned, granted to 
Boger AJcJiam^ as a reward of hi^ learning, a penfion 
of ten pounds a year. 

The other, called the Marifchal College^ is in the 
new town. The hall is large and well lighted. One 
of its ornaments is the pifture of Arthur JohnftoUy who 
was principal of the college, and who holds among 
tlie Latin poets of Scotland the next place to the ele- 
gant Buchanan. 

In the library I was (hewn fome curiofities; a 
Hebrew manufcript of exquifite penmanfhip, :and a 
Latin tranflation of Arijiotle's Politicks by Leonardus 
'Aretinusy written miht Roman charaderwith nicety 
and beauty, which, as the art of printing has made 
them no longer neceflfary, are not now to be found. 
This was one of the lateft. performances of the tran* 
jfcribers, for Aretinus died but about twenty years 
. before typography was invented. This verfion has 
.been printed, and may be found in libraries, but 
is little read j for the fame books have been (ince 
tranflated both by Fi5lorius and Lambinus^ who 

lived 
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lived in an age more cultivated, but perhaps owed 
in part to Aretinus that they were able to excel 
him. Much is due to thofe who firft broke the way 
to knowledge, and left only to their fucceflbrs the 
taik of fmoothing it. 

In both thefe colleges the methods of inftrudioa 
are nearly the fame ; the ledtures differing only by the . 
accidental difference of diligence, or ability in the 
profeffors. The fludents wear fcarlet gowns, and the 
profeflbrs black, which is, I believe, the academical 
drefs- in all the Scottijk univerfities, except that of 
Edinburgh^ where the fcholars are not diffinguilhcd 
by any particular habit. In the King*% College there is 
kept a publick table, but the fcholars of the Marifchal 
College B,Tt boarded in the town. The expence of liv- 
ing is here, according to the information that I could 
obtain, fomewhat more than at St. jjndrews. 

The courfe of education is extended to four years, 
at the end of which thofe who take a degree, who 
are not many, become matters of arts ; and whoever 
is a mafJ-er may, if he pleafes, immediately commence 
do<Etor. The title of doftor, however, was for a con- ' 
fiderabletime beflowed only on phyficians. The ad- 
vocates are examined and approved by their own 
body 5 the minifters were not ambitious of titles, or 
wdre afraid of being cejifured for ambition ; and the 
dodkorate in every faculty was commonly given or 
fold into other countries. The minifters are now re- 
conciled to diftindion, and as it muft always happen 
that fome wiU. excel others, have thought graiduation 
a proper teftimony of uncommpn abilities or acqui- 
fitioris. 

Vol. VIII, Q The 
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The indifcrimUiate collation of degrees has juftljf 
taken away that refpeft which they originally claimed^ 
as ftarnps by which the literary value of men fo dif? 
tinguithed wa3 authoritatively denoted. That acade*^ 
jnical honours, or any others, fhould, be conferred. 
\yiith exaft proportion to m?rit, is more than fa^ucnaa 
judgment or humai| integrity have given reaCba ta 
expiei^. Perhaps degrees in univerfitics cannot be 
better adjufled by any general rule than by tl^; length 
of time pafle4 in the publick profeflipn of learning* 
Aq Englijh or Irijh dodorate cannot be obtained by % 
very young ma^, and it is reasonable to fuppofe,. wha% 
i^ likewise by experience commonly (bvind true^ that 
he who isi by s^e qualified to be a doftor, has in fi> 
much time gained learning fufiipient not to di%rac^ 
the title^ or wit fufiicientnot t<)^defire it. 

The Scotch univ^rfities. bold, but one tv«n or fefficWc 
in the year. That o£ Sl Andrew^ contbuea eight 
njonths, that oi Aberdeen only five, from the firft i^ 
November to the firft of April. 

In Aberdeen there is an Engliflt chapel, in which 
the congregation was numerous and fplendid. The 
form of public worfhip ufed by the church of Eng^ 
lafldy is in Scptlatid legally pn^ftifed in licenied cha- 
pelp ferved by clergymen of Englifli or IriJh ordina- 
tion, and by tacit connivance quietly permitted in fe- 
parate congregations, fupplied with minifters by the 
fuccefTorg of the biibops who were deprived at Ao 
Ri^volution, 

We came to Aberdeen on Saturday^ Auguji xu On 

M^day wp were invited, into, the town-hall, where 

I had the freedom of the city given me by the Lord. 

% , ProvoiU 
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Pfovoft, The honour conferred had al! the deco- 
rat'tons that poiitenefs c6uld add, and what I am 
afraid I fliotrfd not have had to fay of any city fouth 
of the Tweedy 1 found no petty officer bowing for 
z fee. 

The parchment containing the record of admif- 
ffonr rs, with the feal appending, fattened to a rib- 
band, and worn for one day by the new citizen in 
his hat. 

By a lady who faw us at the chapet, the earl of £r- 
rol was informed of our arrival, and we had the honour 
of an invitation to his feat, called Slanes Caftky as I 
am toldy. improperly, from the caftle of that name, 
which once flood at a place not far diflant. 

The road beyond Aberdeen 'grew more flony, arid 
confiriued equally naked of all vegetable decoration. 
We travelled o*er d traft of ground near the fea, 
which, not long ago, fuffered a' vety uncommon and 
unexpected calamity. The fand of the fhore was 
raifed by a tertipefl in fuch quantities, and carried 
to fuch a diftance, that an* eftafe was overwhelm- 
ed and lofl. Such and fo hopelefs was the barren- 
nefs fuperinduced, that the owner, when he was re- 
quired to pay the ufual tax, dcfired rather to refign 
the ground, 

SLANES CASTLE. THE BULLER OF BUCHAN. 

We came in thtt afternoon to Slmes Caftle^ built 
upon' the margin of the fea, fb that the walls of one 
of the towerfe fcem^ only a continuation of a perpen- 
dicular rock, the foot of which is beaten by the 
waves. To waUc round the houfc feemed imprafl:!- 

Q 2 cabl© 
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cable. From the windows the eye wanders over the 
Tea that feparates Scotland from Norway^ and .when 
the winds beat with violence, muft enjoy all the teni*- 
fick grandeur of the tempeftuous ocean. I would not 
for my amufement wifh for a ftorm s but as ftorms^ 
whether wilhed or not, will fometimes happen, I may 
fay, without violation of humanity, that I (hould 
willingly look out upon them from Slanes Cafile. 

When we were about to take our leave, our dc* 
parture was prohibited by the countefs till we (hould 
have feen two places upon the coafi;^ which (be rights 
Jy confidered as worthy of curio(ity. Dun Buy^ and 
the Buller of Buchan^ to which Mr. Boyd very kindly 
condufted us. 

- Dun Buy J which in Erfe is faid to (ignify the YeUim 
B-ocki is a double protuberance of done, open to the 
main fea on one (ide, and parted from the land by a 
v^ry narrow channel on the other. It has its name 
and its colour from the dung of innumerable fea-fowls, 
which in the fpring cboofe this place as convenient for 
incubation, and have their eggs and their young taken 
in great abundance. One of the birds that frequent 
this rock has, as we were told, its body not larger 
th^n ^ duck's, 9.nd yet lays eggs as large as thofe of 
a goofe. This bird is by the inhabitants named a 
Coot. That which is called Coot in En^land^ is here 
a Cooler^ 

Upon thefe rocks there was nothing that could 
long detain attention, and we foon turned our eyes 
to the Buller^ gr Boui/toir ef BjichaUy which no mw 
can fee with indifference, who has either (enfe of 
•danger, op delight » wUyr Jt is a yockperpenir 

dicwlarly 
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Ocularly tubulate^, united on one fide with a high 
ihore, and on the other rifing fteep to a great height, 
above the main fea. The top is open, from which 
may be feen a dark gulf of water which flows into 
the cavity, through a breach made in the lower part 
6f the incloiing rock. It has the appearance of a 
▼aft well bordered with a wall. The edge of the 
Butter is not wide, and to thofe that walk round, 
appears very narrow. He that ventures to look 
downward, fees that if his foot (hould (lip, he mud 
fall firom his dreadful elevation upon ftones on one 
fide, or into the water on the other. We however 
went round, and were glad when the circuit was com- 
pleted. ' ; 

When we came down to thefea, we faw fome boats, 
and rowers, and refolved to explore the Buller^, at the 
bottom. We entered the arch, which the water had 
made, and found ourfelves in a place, which, though 
we could not think ourfelves in danger, we could fcarce- 
ly furvey without fome recoil of the mind. The bafon 
in which we floated was nearly circular, perhaps thirty 
yards in diameter. We were inclofed by a natural wall, 
rifing fteep on every fide to a height which produced 
the idea of infurmountable confinement. The inter- 
ception of all lateral light caufed a difmal gloom* 
Round us was a perpendicular rock, above us the 
diftant fky, and below an unknown profundity of 
water. If I had any malice againft a walking fpirit, 
inftead of laying him in the Red^Jea^ I would condemn 
him to refide in the Butter of Buchan. . 

But terrour without danger is only one of the fports 
4>f £Eincy, a voluntary agitation of the n;itnd that is 

Q 3 permitted 
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permitted no • lopger than it pkafe^. Wc woie fipbs^ 
at Icifure to e?ari[^ipe tH^ plftcpwith ipiou^ inipe^iQPj| 
s^id fpun^ pwy cavities whicfi, a? th? w^erofien ^otd 
>js, wpnt baqkwfln:d to 4 <}epth wbiph they tj^d! jiqypr 
^plored. Their extent wc had nof^ time.^o l^ry^.theyt 
;|re faid to ferve different Rurpofes, ^-adips coijif .h^ 
tbff fcpietinxes m the futpmer with co^atioi^^ ^tk^ 
fmu^ers make then? florerhoufes for clandeftiiie mer^ 
chaiidif^ It is hardly to be doubtedl but the piratea 
Cff ancjfnt times often ufed theqi as iriagazines c^ 
arqf^s^ pr repofitories of plunder. 
. To the K^tle veffels ufed by the noftl^^rn r9wer% 
the 'Bul/er pay have ferved as a (helter frcpp ftorms,j 
and perhaps as a retreat from enemies ; the entrance; 
might have been ftoppedi or guarded, \yj^l\ Uttle difii-* 
culty» zfld though the velfcls ^hat were ftatipaed 
^ithin would have been battered with ftojpes fhowej;-! 
ed on them from above, yet the crews wpuld have 
lain fafe in ihe caverns. 

Next Djiornlng we continued our journey;, pka/ed 
vvith our reception at S/mes Cajilei of which we h^ji 
now leifure to recount the grandeur^ and the ele- 
gance j for our way afforde^ us few topicks of conyer- 
fation. The ground was neither uncultivated nor 
unfruitful ; but it was ftUl all arable. Of flocks oc 
herds there was no appearance. I ha^d now travelled 
two hundred miles in Scotland^ and feen only one trecr 
not younger than myfelf. 

B A M P P. 

\Ve dined ihis day at the houfe of Mr. Fraza' 
%{ StmcJ^ton, who fhowed us in his ^grounds fome 

flones 
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ftente yM ftkiidii^ bf A Drtiidical circle, arid wtiA 
I began to think mot6 it^tthy of liMi'ce, fome fbtfcll 
trees of full growth* 

At night wfe citoe to 5rf»;^, where I reitaemb)6lr 
nothing that particularly claimed niy attention. Thfe 
ancient towns of Sediland have generally an appfear- 
ance unufual to £^^//^/;^^;f ; Thehoufes, whether great 
fxi (mail, are for the mdft part built of ftones. Theit 
idmb ^e now and then next the ftreets, and the en- 
ir^ce into them is very often by a< flight of ftep^> 
which reaches up io the fecond ftory ; the floor which 
is level with the ground being entered only by ftaiii 
^fcending within the houfe. 

The art of joining fquaifes of glafs with lead is littlfe 
ufed in Scotkind^ and in fomd places is totally for^- 
gotteri. The frames of their windows are all of wood. 
They are more frugal of their glafs Ih^n the Engli^^ 
an£ will often, in hou&s not otherttrifein^an,^ eonf- 
j^iofe a iquaarc of tWo pieces, not joining like cricked 
^fs/but with one edge laid perhaps half an inch 
ovfer the other. Their windows do riot movfe upoh 
hing^, but are pulhed up and drawn down in grooves, 
y6t they are feldom accommodated with weights an^ 
pdilks*. He that would feave his window dpfen rriuft 
. hold it with his hand, unlefs what may be fom^tim* 
found among good contrivers, there be a nail which he 
m^ ftick into a h<jie, to keep it frool falling. 

What cannot be done without fome uncotnmon 

fr»0?ble or particular expedient, vi^iH not often fefe 

done at all. The incomtrfodioufnefs of the Smih 

tvifldOwsi keeps them very clofely (hut. The nd^- 

Q4 * eeffity 
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cefSty of ventilating human halntalions has not yA 
been found by our northern neighbours:; and even 
in boufes well built and elegantly furni(hed» a Aran* 
•ger may be fometimes forgiven, if h^ alldws bimfelf 
to wifti for freflier air. 

Thefe diminutive obfervations feem to take away 
fomcthing from the dignity of writing, and therefore 
are never communicated but. with helitation, and a 
little fear of abafement and contempts But it mufi: 
be remembered, that life confifts not of a ferics of 
aiuftrious adions, or ejegant enjoyments; the greater 
part of our time paffes in compliance with iwceffities, 
in the performance of daily duties, in the removal of 
fmall inconveniencies, in the procurement of petty 
pleafures;. and. we are well or ill at eafe, as the main 
flream of life gjides on fmoothly, or is ruffled by 
fmall obftacles and, frequent interruption. The true 
Hate of every nation is the ftate of common life. The 
manners of a people are not to be found in the fchools 
^f learning, or the palaces of greatntfe, where the na- 
tional charafter is obfcured or obliterated by travel or 
inftrudion, by.philofophy or vanity; noris publick 
happinefs to be eftimated by the affemblies of the 
:gay, or the banquets of the rich. The great mafs dF 
nations is neither rich nor g^y : . they whofe a^egatc 
^conftitutes the people, are found in the ftreets and 
the villages, in the, (hops and farms; and frpni them^ 
•colledively considered, muft the meafure of general 
profperity be- taken. As they appcoach* to delicacy, 
:a nation is refined; as their cohvehiencies are multi- 
.plied, a nation, at lead a commercial nation, mud be 

•denominated wealthy. 

I L C I N. 
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ELGIN. 

Finding nothing to detain us at Bafnffy we (et out 
in the morning, and having breakfafted at CulIeH^ 
about noon came to j£^f>/, .where, in the inn that 
wc fuppofed the beft, a dinner was fet before us, which 
we could not eat. This was the firft tinie, and ex- 
cept one» the laft, that I found any reafon to complain 
of aiSfo//^ table; and fuch difappointments, I fop-^ 
pofe, muft be expefted in every country, where there 
is no great frequency o£ travellers. > 

The ruins of the cathedral of Elgin afforded u$ 
another proof: of the wafte of reformation* There ii 
enough yet remaining to (hew, that it was once 
magnificent, its whole, plot is eafily' traced. On 
the north fide of the choir, the chapter-houfe, which 
is roofed with an arch of ftone, remains entire; and 
on the fouth fide, another mafs of buildirg, which 
we could riot enter, is preferved by the care of the 
fcimily of Gordon ; but the body of the church is a 
mafs of fragments. < 

A paper was here put into our hands, which de^ 
duced from fufficient authorities the hiftory of this 
venerable ruin. The church of Elgin had, in the 
inteftine tumults of the barbarous ages, been laid 
wafte by the irruption of a Highland chief, whom 
the bifhop had offended; but it was gradually re- 
Hored to the ftate of which the traces may be now 
difcerned, and was at laft not deftroyed by the tu- 
multuous violence of Knox^ but more (hamefully 
fuffered to dilapidate by deliberate robbery and 
frigid indifference* There is ftiU extant, in the 

books 
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books of the council, an order^ of which I cannot 
remember the date, but which was doubtlefs iflued 
after the reformation, direfting that the lead, which 
corers the two tathedrak of E/gin and JterdieHj 
Ihall be taken away, and cohverted into money for 
the fupport of the aritiy. A Scofti army was in thofe 
times very cheaply kept ; yet the lead of two cfaurtbes 
muft have borne fo fmall a proportion to any tnilitary 
cxpence,. that it is hard not tQ believe the rtkhn 
alledged to be merely popular, and the money in^ 
tended for fbme private purfe. The order howe^ 
was obeyed ; the two churches were ilri{q3ed, and tho 
lead was (hipped to be fdd in Holland. <I hope every 
^leader will rejoice that this cargo of facrilege was kft 
at fea. 

Let us not however make too much hafte to defpifir 
our neighbours. Our own cathedrals ar^ moulder^ 
Ing by unregarded dilapidation. It feetns to be part 
of the defpAcable philofophy of the time to defpift 
monuments of facred magnificence, and We are in 
danger of doing tliat deliberately, winch the Scais did 
not do but in the unfettled date of an imperfeA 
conftitution* 

Tbofe who had once uncovered the cathedrals nerif 
Wifhed ta cover then» again s and being thus madt 
ufelefs, they were firft negleded, and perhaps^ as the 
(lone was wanted, afterwards denloh(hed. 

E/gin feems a place of little trade,- and thinly h^ 
habited. The epifcopal cities of Scotlandi I behevel^ 
generally fell with their churches, though foifie of 
them have fince recovered by a fituation convenient 
for commerce. Thus Ghfgo^Wy though it has no 
longer an archbilbopt has rifen beyond its on^n^ 

ftate 
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ftate by the opyknce.of its traders; and Aberdeen^ 
though its ancient ftock liad decayed, flouriflies by % 
new (hoot in another place* 

In the chief ftrcet of -£i^/«, the houfes jut over the 
loweft ftory, like the old buildings of timber in London^ 
but with greater prominence ; fo that there is fome- 
times a walk for a confiderable length under a doifter, 
pr portico^ which is now indeed frequently broken, 
becaufe the new houfes have another fortn, but feem^ 
to have been uniformly continued in the old city. 



FORES. CALDER. FORT GEORGE. 

We went forwards the fame day to Fores^ the town 
to which Macbeth was travelling when he met the 
weird fifters in his way. This to an Englijliman is ciaf- 
fick ground* Our imaginations were heated, and our 
thoughts recalled to their old amufements. 

We had no\y a prelude to the Highlands. Wc 
began to leave fertility and culture behind us^ and faw 
for a great length of road nothing biit heath ; yet at 
FochabarSy a feat belonging to the duke of Gordon^ 
there is an orchard, which in Scotland I had never 
feen before, with fbme timber-trees, and a plantation 
of oaks. 

At Fores we found good accommodation, but no- 
thing worthy of particular remark, and next morn- 
ing entered upon the road on which Macbeth heard 
the fatal prediction j but we travelled on not inter- 
rupted by promifes of kingdoms, and came to NairUy 
a royal burgh, which, if once it flouriflied, is now 

in 
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in a ftate of miferablc decay ; but I know not whe-^ 
ther its chief annual magiftrate has not ftill the title of 
Lord Provoft. 

At Nairn we may fix the veige of the Highlands ; 
fer here I firft faw peat fires, and firft heard the Erfe 
language. We had no motive to ftay longer than to 
breakfafl:, and went forward to the houfe of Mr, Aftf- 
caulay^ the minifter who publifhed an account oi St. 
Kilda^ and by his dircdtion vifited Calder Caftle^ from 
which Macbeth drew his fecond title. It has been 
formerly a pldce of ftrength. The draw-bridge is ftill 
to be feen, but the moat is now dry. The tower is very 
ancient. Irs walls are of great thicknefs, arclied on the 
top with ftone,and furrounded with battlements. The 
reft of the houfe is later, though far from modern. 

We were favoured by a gentleman, who lives in 
the caftle, with a letter to one of the officers at Fort 
GeorgCy which being the moft regular fortification in 
the ifland, well deferves the notice of a traveller, who 
has never travelled before. We went thither next 
day, found a very kind reception, were led round the 
works by a gentleman, who explained the ufe of every 
part, and entertained by Sir Eyre Coote^ the governor, 
with fuch elegance of converfation, as left us no ^ten^ 
tion to the delicacies of his table. 

Of Fort George I (hall not attempt to give ?my ac- 
count. I cannot delineate it fcientifically^ and a looife 
and popular defcription is of ufe only when the ima- 
gination is to be amufed. There was every where an 
appearance of the utmoft neatnefs and regularity. But 
my fuffrage is of little value, becaufe this and Fort 
Auguftus^x^ the only garrifons. that I ever ftw. 

W* 
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We did not r^et the time fpcnt at the fort, 
though in consequence of our delay we came fome^ 
what late to Invernefs^ the town which may properly 
be called the capital of the Highlands. Hither the 
inhabitants of the inland parts come to be fuppHed 
with what they cannot make for themfelves : hither 
the young nymphs of the mountains and vallies are 
fent for education, and as f^r as my ob^rvation has 
reached, are not fent in v$m« 



INVERNESS. 

^Invernefs was the laft place which had a regular • 
communication by high roads with the fouthern coun* ^ 
ties. All the ways beyond it have, I believe, been 
made by the foldiers in this century. At Invernefs 
therefore Cromwell^ when he fubdued Scotland^ fta- 
tioned a garriibn, as at the boundary of the Highlands, 
The foldiers feem to have incorporated afterwards 
with the inhabitants, and to have peopled the place 
with an Englijk race; for the language of this town has 
been long confidered as peculiarly elegant. 

Here is a caftle, called the caftle of Macbeth^ the 
walls of which are yet {landing. It was no very ca- 
pacious edifice, but ilands upon a rock fo high and 
fteep, that I think it was once not acceffible, but by 
the help of ladders, or a bridge. Over againft it, on 
another hill, was a fort built by Cromwell^ now to- 
tally dcmoliftied ; for no fadion of Scotland loved the 
name of Cromwell^ or had any delSre to continue his 
memory* 

Yet 
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Yet vrbat the Romans did to other nations, was id a 
gFcat d^ce done by OrotmjoeU to the Scots \ he 
civilized them by conqueft, and ifttroduced by ufefol 
vblence the arts of peace. I was told at Aberdeen, that 
the people learned from CromwiU's foldiers to make 
fhoes and to plant kaih 

How they Imd wkhoot kail, it is not eafy to ga€&; 
they cultivate hardly atvy other plant for common 
tables,. and when they had not kail they probably had 
nothing. The numbers that go bare-foot are ftiU 
fufficient to (how that (hoes may be fparcd ; they are 
not yet confidered as neceffaries of life ; for tall boys^ 
not otherwife meanly dreffcd, run without them in the 
fl^ts; and in the iiknds the fotis of gentlemen pafs 
feveral of their ferft years with naked feet. 

I know not whether it be not peculiar to the Scoii 
to Imve attained, the liberal, without the manual arts, 
to have excelled in ornamental knowledge, and to 
have wanted' not only the elegancies, but the conveoiw 
cncies of common life. Literature foon after its revi- 
val, (bund its way io^ Scotland^ and from the middle of 
the fixteenth century, almoft to the middle of the 
feventeenth, the politer ftudies were very diligently 
purfued. The Latin poetry of Delicia Poet arum 
Scoiorum would have done honour to any nation j at 
lelfl till the; publication of May's Supplement'^ the 
E^giifii had very little to oppofe. 

jYet men thus ingenious and inquifitive were coiw 
tent to live in total ignorance of the trades, by which, 
human wants are fupplied, and to fupply them by 
the groffeft means. Till the Union made them ac* 
quaioted with En^.iJJi manners, the culture of; their 

lands^ 
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lands was un&ilful, aoid their domeftick life unform^ 
ed i their tables were coaffe as thie feails of E/kimeaunr 
afld their houfes filthy as tUe cott^es of Hotteniots. 

Since they have knowt^ that their condition was 
enable of iaaprovement, their progrefs in ufefvjl 
knowledge has been rapid and vniforpii. What re-, 
n^ins to be done they ^yill quickly do» and then won« 
(^r, like me, why that which was ib neceifsvry at^ fo 
eafy was fo long delayed. Sut they muA be for ever 
content to owe to the Englijh that elegance 4nd cul- 
ture, which, if they had been vigilant and aftive, 
perhaps the Englijh might have owed to them. 

)j^ the appearance of life began to aJter. I had 
feci^ a &w women with plaids at Aberdetn^^ but at 
ItvuexfUiJs the Highland manners are common. There 
i$ I tihink a Iurk> in. which, (^ly the £>;y^ language, 
is, ufed. There is likewife aa Englijh chapel, but 
mi^a&ly bqiU, where on Smdiiy. we &w a v^ry decent 
congr^a?tion. 

We were now to bid farewel to the luxury of tra-. 
veiling, and to emtec a couotry upon which perhaps 
no wheel has ever rolled. We could indeed have 
ufed our poil-chaiie one day longer, along the mili* 
tary road to Fort AuguJiuSy but we could have hised 
no hor&s beyond Iwuermfsy and we wiere not fo 
fparing of ourfelves, as to lead them, merely that 
we might have one day longer the indulgence o£ a 
carriage* 

At Ifvucrneji therefore we procured three horfes 
for ourfelves and. a iervant, and one mose for our 
baggage, which wasino very, heavy badir We found 

in 
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in the courfe of our journey the convenience of hav- 
ing difencumbered ourlelves by laying afide whatever 
wc could fpare; for it is not to be imagined without 
experience, how in climbing crags, and treading bogs^ 
and winding though narrow and obftrudled pafiages, 
a little bulk will hinder, and a little weight will bur* 
den ; or how often a man that has pleafed himfelf at 
home with his own refolution, will, in the hour of 
darknefs and &tigue, be content to leave behind him 
every thing but himfelf. 

LOUGH NESS. 

We took two Highlanders to run befide us, partly 
to (how us the way, and partly to take back from the 
fea-fide the horfes, of which they were the owners* 
One of them was a man of great livelinefs and activity, 
of whom bis companion faid^ that he would tire any 
hbrfe in Invernefs. Both of them were civil and 
ready-handed. Civility feems part of the national 
charafterof Highlanders. Every chieftain is a mo- 
i^ch, and politenefs, the natural produd of royal 
government^ is diffufed from the laird through the 
whole clan. But they arc not conunonly dextrous : 
their narrownefs of life confines them to a fejiv opera- 
tbns, and they are accuftomed to endure little wants 
more than to remove them. 

We mounted our fteeds on the twenty-^eighth of 
Auguft^ and direfted our guides to conduct us to Fort 
Augujlus. It i^ built at the head of Lough Nefs^ of 
which Invermfs Hands at the outlet. The way be- 
tween them has been cut by the foldiers, and the ' 

greater 
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{greater part of it runs aionga rock^ levelle4 wUh gre^fr 
Ubour and exadnefe, near the waterrflde, 
^ Moft of this day^s journey was very' plea(ant^ Th^- 
day, though bright, was not hot j and tike appearanctf 
of the country; if I had not feen the Peak^ would 
have been wholly new. We went upon a furfacc fa 
hard and level, that we had little car« ♦ to hold the 
bridle^ and were 4:hdrefore: at full leifure for Qontetr^t 
platjon, Qq the left were high and ' fteepy f(Kk^ 
(haded with birch, the hardy native of the north, and 
covered with fern or heath. On the right the limpid 
waters of l^ougk Nefs were beating their bank, ap4 
waving their furface by a gentld agitation, Beyop4 
thetn were recks fometimes covered witli verdure, 
land fometinaes towering jn- horrid nafcednefe. Now 
jaiid then we efpied a little corn-field, which f?rye4 
io imprefe more ftrongly the general barrennef3, 

Lough Nefs is about twenty-four miles long, an4 
from one mile to two miles broad, It is remark*^ 
iible that Uoethius^ in his defcription of Bcotlqnd^ givc| 
jt twelve miles of breadth. When hiftoriaQs pjr geoi 
graphcrs exhibit felfe accounts of places far diftant, 
ithey may be forgiven, bee aufe they can tell but what 
they are told ; and that their accounts exceed the 
truth may be juftly fuppofed, becaufe moft meS**ei:r 
^ggerate to others, if not to theftifelves : but Boe^^ 
/Ai»j lived at no great diftance; if he never faw the 
lake, he muft have been very incurious, and if hp 
}iad feen it, hisyeracitj yielded (o very flight fejppt^r 
tions. 

l^otigh iST^, though not twelve miles broad, is ^ 
^ry remarkable diffufion of water without iljands. 

yoL, vjii, R \\ 
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It fills 4 Urge bdlcfw. between two ridges of high rocfM^ 
being fuppli^ partly by the torrents which &U into it 
i» eith^ iidCf and partly^ as is fuppofed, by fpringFal 
the bottom. Its water is i emarkably clear and p^eafant, 
is^ is ima^ned by the natives to be medicinal. Ws 
wcvt told, that it b in f<Htie places a hundred and forty 
fetboUk deep, ^ pfofundity fcareely ciedibk, and wfaicli 
probably thofe that relate it have never founded. Its 
fifli are Calnipn, trput, and pike. 

It was faid at Fort AuguftuSj that Lo^gh Ne/s i$ 
Dpen in the hardeft winters, though |i lake not far 
from it is covered with ice^ In difcuffing tbefe ex« 
ceptions fcofn the courfe of natijre, the firft queftioii 
is, whether the fa£t be juftly ibted* That which m 
ftrange is delightful, and a plea(mg errour is not wil« 
liogiy deteded. Accuracy of neMrration is not very 
cooimon, and there are few (o ri^dly f&ilofi^pycal^ 
as not to repre(ent as perpetiial, what is only frequent^ 
or as conftant, what is re^ly cafual. If it be true 
that Lcugi Nefs never freezes, it is either (helterod by 
its high banks from the cold bkfts, and expoied only 
to thofe winds which have moift power to agitate than 
congeal ; or it is kept in perpetu^ motion by the ru^ 
of ftreams from the rocks th^t enck^e it. |ts i»rofan- 
dity, though it (hould be fuch as is repreiented^r can 
have little : part in this exemption ; for though deep 
wells are not frozen, becaufe their water is fecluded 
from the external air, yet where a wide furface is ex- 
pofed to the full influence of a freezing atmoipbere, I 
know not why the depth (hould keep it open. Natuial 
{)hilQfopfay is now one of the favourite ftudies of. the 
7 . ^^««S* 
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5£9tfijk natk)Q> ^q4 l^oughNefs well dejferve^tQ he diti;^ 
gwtfy jeapamincd. 

The rpad oa which we travelled, and which wi^ 
itfelf a fource o£ entertainment, is made along the rock^ 
in the direi5tion of th^ laugh, fometimes by breaking 
off protuberances, and foo^etimes by cutting the great 
mafs of ftoae to a confiderable depth. The fragmenta 
are piled in a loofe wall on either (ide, with apertur^es 
left at very (hort (paces, to give a paflage to the win- 
try* currents. Part of it is bordered with low trees,, 
fypm which our guides gathered nuts, and would have 
l^ad the appearance of an En^ijk lane,. e:)ccept that an 
f^ngl^/h lane is.almoi}: always dirty. It has been made 
yith great la|;)our, but has this advantage, that it canr 
i|pt, without €qual labour, be broj^en up. 

Withia oyr Aght there were goats feeding or plajr- 
if^. The mountains have red deer, but they came 
ijkQt within view ^ and if what is faid of their vigilance 
j^id fubtlety be true, ^hey have fome claim to that 
{^akn.of wL^om, which the eafiern philofopher, whon^ 
4lfKaHd^ int^rogated> gave to thofe beafts which live 
i^rtjbeft froip men. 

Near the way, by the water-fide, we efpied a cot? 
U&. This wa|5 thefirfi: Highland hut that I had 
ii^n ; and as our bufinefs w^ with life and manners^ 
yre were willing to yifit it. To enter a habitation 
jivithput leave^ feen^ to be not confidered here as rv^de^ 
neia or intrufion. The old laws of hoipitaUty ftil^ 
give this licence to a ilranger. 

4 hut is, cpi>ftriii(Sted with loofe ftones, ranged for 
^be n^od part with fon^ tendency to circularity. 
|t^aulft hie placed where the wind cannot ad upon \fi 

R a with 
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with vialcnce, bccaufe it has no cement; and wherer 
the water will run eafily away, becaufe it has no floors 
but the naked ground. The wall, which is commonly 
about fix feet high, declines from the perpendictilar a 
little inward. Such rafters as can be procured are 
then raifed for a roof, and covered with heath, which* 
makes a ftrong and warm thatch, kept from 'flying off 
by ropes of twilled heath, of which the ends, reaching- 
from the centre of the thatch to the top' of the wally 
arc held firm by the weight of a large flone. No light 
IS admitted but at the entrance, and through a hole in 
the thatch, which gives vent to the fmoke. This^ 
hole is not diredVly over the fire, left the rain fliould 
^xtinguifh it ; and the fmoke therefore naturally filly 
the place before it eftapcs. Such is the, generaF 
ftruflure of the houfes in which one of the nations of 
this opulent and powerful ifland has been hitherto con- 
tent to live. Huts however are not more unifornt 
than palaces j and this which we were infpe<fting was^ 
very far from one of the meaneft, for it was divided 
into feveral apartments ; and its inhabitants pofleflfcd 
fuch property as a paftoral poet might exalt kito 
jriches. 

- When we entered, we found an old woman boiling^ 
goatVfle(h in a kettle. She fpoke little Englijk^ but 
we had interpreters at hand, and flie was willing enough 
to dilplay her whole fyftem of ceconomy. She has. 
five children, of which none are yet gone from her: 
The eldeft, a boy of thirteen, and her hufband, who is 
eighty years old, Were at work in the wood. Her 
^wo cext fons were gone to Itwernefs to buy meal^ by 
ivtiich oatmeal is always meant. Meal (he conlidercd 
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ts^ ^xpenfive food, and toj^ us> that in fpringwhcn 
the goats gave milk, the children could live 'without . 
it. She is miftrefs of fixty goats, and I faw many kids 
in an enclofure at the end of her houfe. She had alfo 
fome poultry^ By the lake we faw a potatoe-garden,. 
gild a fmall fpot of ground on which ftoodfour (bucks, 
containing each twelve (heaves of barley. She has all. 
this from the labour of their own hinds, and for what 
i§ necelTary to be bough tj her kids and her chickens. 
s\ft fent to market. 

. With the true paftoral hofpitality, (he aiked us to. 
fit down and^ drink whiiky. She is religious, and, 
though the Jcirk is four miles off, probably eight £;«- 
^liji miles, (he goes thither every Sunday. We gave 
her a (hilling, and (he begged fnufF; fpr fnuflf is the 
luxury of a Highland cottage. 

Soon afterwards we came to the General'^ i^uty fo 
called becaufc it was the temporary abodf of Wade^ 
while he fuperintended the works upon the road. It 
is novy a houfe of entertainment for pa(reng;ers, ap4 
we found it not ill (locked with provi(ions, 

FALL OF F I E R Sy 

Towards evening we cro(red by a bridge, the 
river whiph makes the celebrated Fall of Fiers. The 
country at the bridge ftrikes the imagination with all 
the gloom and gr^qdepr of Siberian foHtude. The 
way makes a flexure, and the mountains, covered 
with trees, rife at once on the left hand and in th^ 
(rant. We defired our guides to (hew us tlie Fall^ 
»nd difmounting clambered over very rugged crags^ 
^}1 I began to wi(h that our curiofity flight have 

R3 ' l?^W 
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been gratified with left trouble and dangef. Wi^- 
came at l^ft to a place tvherfe we could overtook tlie- 
river, and faw a channel torn, as it feertis, through 
Wack piles of ftone, by whith the ftream ii obftruSfed 
and broken, till it comes t6 a very fteep defceht, of 
fuch dreadful depth, that we t^ere naturally inclined- 
to turn afide * our eyes. 

But We vifited the plaee at art Urtfeafetxablfe time, 
and found it divcfted of its dignity and terrour. Na* 
ture never gives everything at once. A lbrigcon-» 
tinuance of dry weather, which made the reft of the 
way eafy and delightful, deprived us of the pleafure 
eipeAed from the Fa/l of Fiers. The river having' 
now no water but what the fptings fupply, ftiowed 
us only a fwift current, clear and (hallow, fretting 
over the afperities of the rocky bottoiti ; and we were 
left to exercrfe our thoughts, by endeavouring to 
conceive the effeft of a thoufand ftreams potnrcd 
from' the mountains into one channel, ftrug^ing 
(olc expanfion in a narrow paflage, exafperated by 
rocks rifirfg in their «sray; and at laft difchai^ing alJ 
their violence of waters by a fudden fall through the 
horrid chafm. - 

The way now grew lefs eafy, defcending by an 
uneven declivity, but without either dirt or danger. 
We did not arrive at Fort Augujtus till it was late. 
Mr. Bofwell^ who, between his father'3 merit and hia 
own, is fure of reception wherever he cdmes, fent a 
fervant before to beg admiflioh and entertain ttient 
for that night: Mr. Trapaud, the governor, treated 
us with 'that courtefy which is f6 clofely c'onnfefted 
Wi^h the military charadef. He came out to meet 
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t!« beyotd the gates, and apologized that^ at fo <ate 
tn hour, the rules of a garrifon fulTerdd him to givi 
u^ efttrancc only at the pofteni. 

FORT A tJ G US tU& 

In the morning We vieiired the fort, whkJi h 
much lefe than that of J*/. George^ and ife feid to b* 
commanded by the neighbouring hilh. It was not 
long ago taken by the Wghlandmi But its fituatioA • 
. feems well chofen for pkafure, if not for rtrerigf h j 
it ftands at the head of the lake, and, by a ,lloop df . 
fixty tons, is fupplicd from Invernefs with great con- 
venience. 

We were n6w to crofe the HighUffuis towards the 
Weftern coaft, and to content ourielves with fuch ac-» 
commodaiions, as a way fo tittle frequented could 
afford. The journey was not formidable, for it was 
but of two days, very unequally divided, becaufe tha 
oi!^ly houfe where we could be ent-ertained, was not 
further off tfhan a third of the way. We foon cam« 
to a Kgh hill, which we mounted by a military road, 
cut in ti^vcrfes, fo that as we weivt upon a higher 
ftage, we faw the baggage following us below in a 
contrary direftion. To make this way, the rock has 
been hewn to a level, with labour that might hava 
broken the perfeverance of a Roman legion. 

The country is totally deni^Kled of its wood, but 
the ftumps both of oaks and firs, which are ftill found, 
fliew that it has been once a fofeft of large timber. \ 
do not remember that we faw any arn'm^s^ but we 
were told that, in the mountaiins^ thwe ^le ftags,^ roe« 
bucks, goats, and rabbits. 
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. We did iiot perceive that this traft was pcflefi^ 
py human beings^ except that once we faw a corn-field, 
in which a lady was walking with fome gentlemen^ 
'Their hoiife was tertainly at no great diftance^ but (o 
lituated that we could not defcry it*. 

Faffing on through the drearinefs of^folitude, wd 
found ^ party of foldiers ftom the fort,, working roil 
the road, under the fupcrint^ndence of a fegeaat* 
We told them how kindly we had been treated at 
the garrifon, and as we were enjoyii^ the benefit of 
their labours, begged leave to (hew pur gratitude by 
b fmall prefent* 

A ^ a e ti; 

: Eatly in the afternoon' wfc came to Anochy z;y\U 
kge in Glenmollifon of three huts, one of which if 
fliftinguiftied by a chimney^ Here we were to din* 
and lodge, and were conduced through the firft 
roomj that had the chimnevi^ into another lighted by 
a fmall glafs window^ The landlord attended us 
With greUt civility, and told us what he could give 
jds to eat and drink. I found fome bopks on a (helfi 
among which were a volume or more of Prideaux's 
ConneSioHM 

. This I mfentioned aS fomething unexpedted, and per- 
feeived that I did notpleafe him. I praifed the propriety 
t)f his language^ and was anfwered that I need not 
ivohdfcr, for he had learned it by grammar. 
, By fubfequent opportunities of obfervation t 
jfound that my hod's diftion had nothing peculiar* 
?rhofe Highlanxien that can fpeak En^lijhy com- 
taionly fpeak.it well, with few of the words, and littld 
tof the tone by which a Scouhman is diftinguilhedj 
t-;. ._ ' Their 
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iTh^r language feems to have been learned in thti 
^iirdiy or the navy, or by feme communication with 
thpfe who could give them good examples^of accent 
.iind pronunciation. By their Lowland neighbours 
they would not willingly be taught j for they have 
long confidered them as a mean and degenerate race;* 
Thefe prejudices are wearing faft away ; but fo much 
jof them ftill remains, that when I afked a very learn^ 
ed miniftcr in the iflands, which they confidered as 
jtheir moft favage clans : " ^io/e, faid he, tiai live next 
." the Lowlands i^* 

^ A$ we came hither eirly in the day, we had time 
fufficient to furvey thp place. The houfe was built 
like other huts, of loofe ftones j but the part in which 
^ve dined and flept was lined with turf and wattled 
•with twigs, which kept the earth from falling. Neaj; 
it was a garden of turnips, and a field of potatoes. It 
.ftands in a glen, or valley, pleafantly watered by a 
^winding riven But this country, however it may de- 
light the g^zeror amufe the natural! ft, is of no great 
advantage to its owners. Our landlord told us of a 
gentleman who poffeffes lands, eighteen Scotch milcj 
in letigth) and three in breadth ; a fpace containing at 
Jeaft a hundred fquare Englijh miles. He has raifed 
his rents, to the danger of depopulating his farms, 
^d he fells his timber, and by exerting every art of 
Augmentation, has obtained a yearly revenue of fout 
hundred ppunds, w^ich for a hundred fquare miles is 
three halfpe;w;e an acre* 

, SomiB time after dinner we were furpriied by the 
l^ntrance of a young woman, not inelegant either ia 
luien .or drefs, vyho aiked us whether w? woulfj have 
i. ,.. . . 'tea* 
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tea. Wc found that (he was the daughter of ow 
lioft, and deiired her to make it. Her eoftvcffatio», 
like her appearance, was gentle and pJeafkig. We 
knew that the giris of the Highlands are all gentle- 
women, and treated her with great refpcft, which fh6 
received as cuftomary and due, and was neither elated 
by it, nor confufed, but repaid my civilities Without 
fembarraffinent, and told me how much I honoured 
her country by coming to furvey it. 

She had been at Invernefs to gain the common fc** 
male qualifications, and had, like her i&thcr, the En^ 
^HJk pronunciation. I prefentcd her with a book, 
which I happened to have about me, imd ibouM not 
be pleafed to think that Ihe forgets me. 

In the evening the foldiers, whom we had pafifed 
on the road, came to fpehd at our ini> the iittfe 
poney that we had given them* They had. the trut 
inilitary impatience of cob in their pockets^ and had 
-parched at leaft fix miles to find the firft place wherd 
liquor could be bought. Having never been before 
in a place fo wild and imfirequented, I was glad of 
their arrival, becauie I knew that we had made theni 
friends, and to gain ffill more of their good-will, we 
went to them where they wefe caroufing in the bam, 
land added fomething to oiir former gift. All that we 
gave was not much, but it detained them in the bam^ 
pither merry or quarrelling, the whole night, and i^ 
ifhe morning they went back to their work", with great 
indignation at the bad qualities of whifty. 

We had gained fo much the favour of our hoft, 
that, when we left his houfe in the iftorning, h0 
^alj^cd bjrus •?i great way, an^ entertained us witll 

CQaverf^tiou 
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ciftiVttfhtioh both on hk own coiiditbii, and that of 
the iiountry. His life feemcd to be merely paftbral^ 
except that he differed from forhe of the mdtat lib^ 
fkddes in hating a fettled dwelling* His wealth wti^ 
fift^ of Ofne hundred (beep, as many goats, twelve natiifc** 
cowsi and twenty-eight beeteS ready for the drover. 

From him we fifft heard of tlie general diflkuf«ii> 
faftion which is now driving the Highlanders into 
the other hemifphere; and when 1 afkcd hitsi wfae*' 
thef they would ftay at home, if they weit wdl 
treated, he anfwetcd with indignation, that no ttiaii'' 
wiffingly left his native country* Of the farttty' 
\iWiich he himfelf occupied, the rent had> in tw^dty*^ 
five years, been advanced from five to twenty pounds^ 
which he found htmfelf fo little able to pay that h© 
would be ^d ttr try his fortune in fome dthet place^ 
Yet he owned the reafonableneft of raifing the Hi^kr 
land rents in a certain degree, and declared hinrielf 
ivilKng to pay ten pounds for the ground which he had 
formerly had fot jive. 

Our hoft having amufed us for a time, refigned- 
us to our guides. The journey of this day was long,- 
not that the diftance was great, but that the way 
was difficult* We were now in the bofom 6f th* 
Higklandsy with full kifure to contemplate the ap-» 
pearance and properties of mountainous regions, 
fuch as have been, in many countries, the laft 
fhclters of national diftrefs, and are every where 
the fcenes of *ad ventures, ftratag^ms, furprizes, and* 
efcapes. ' • 

' Mountainous comitries are poi palled but witb 
iJifficulty, not merely from the labour of climbingi 

f0|J 
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fbr to climb is not always neceflary: but bcctafe thaty 
yhich is not mountain is commonly bpgi through, 
which the way muft be picked with caution* Where , 
there are hills, there is much rain, and the torrents, 
pouring down into the intermediate fpaces, feldom findr 
fo ready an outlet, as not to ftagnate, till they have, 
broken the texture of the ground* 
r Of the hills, which our journey offered to the view^v 
on either fide, we did not take the height, nor did we 
^ any that alloniihed us with their loftinefs. To«^ 
vards the fummit of one, there was a white fpot,. 
i^hich I fhoukl have called a naked rock, but the. 
guides, who had better eyes, and were acquainted with, 
Hbe phsenomena of the country, declared it to be fnow. 
It had already lafted to the end of -^«f^, and was 
]^kely to maintain its conted with the fun, till it Ihould- 
be reinforced by winter. 

The height of mountains philorophically ConfiderecJ, 
1^ properly computed from the furface of the next fca 5 
but as it afFedls the eye or imagination of the paflTenger, 
4s it makes either a fpedacle or an obftruftion, it 
inufl: be reckoned from the place wliere the rife be*, 
gins to make a confiderablc angle with the plain* la 
extenfive continents the land may, by gradual jde-* 
vat ion, .attain great height, without any other appear- 
ance than that of a plane gently inclined, and if a hill 
placed, upon fuch raifed ground be defcribed, as hav* 
ixig its altitude equal to the whole fpace above the fea, 
the reprefentation will be fallacious. 

Thefe mountains may be properly enough mea-^ 
fured from the iriland bafe; for it is not much above 
$h^ fea? A?. Wp advanced at evening towards tjic. 

weftero 
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weftern coaft, I did not obfefve the declivity to bt5 
greater than is neccflary for the difcharge of the inland, 
waters. 

We pafled many rivers and rivulets, which com*, 
monly ran with a clear (hallow ftream, over a hard 
pebbly bottom. Thefe channels, which feem fo 
touch wider than the water that they convey would 
naturally require, are formed by the violence of win- 
try floods, produced by the accumulation of in- 
numerable ftreams that fall in rainy weather from the 
hills, andfburfting away with refiftlefs impetuofity,' 
tnake themfelves a paflage proportionate to their 
mafs,' ' ' 

Such capricious and temporarj'' waters cannot be' 
cxpefted to produce many fifh. The rapidity of the 
wintry deluge fweeps them away, and the fcantinefs of 
the fummer rtream would hardly fuftain them above 
the ground. This is the reafon why in fording the 
northern rivers, no fillies are feen, as in England^ wan- 
dering in the water. 

Of the hills, many may be called with Homer^s Ida, 
ahundani in fprings^ but few can defcrve the epithet 
which he beftows upon Pelion^ by waving their leaves; 
They exhibit very little variety ; being almoft wholly 
covered with dark heath, and even that feems to be 
checked in its growth. What is not heath is naked* 
nefs, a little diverfified by now and then a ftre^iii 
rufliirig down the deep. An eye accuftomed to 
'flowery paftures and waving harvefts is aftoniflied and 
repelled by this wide extent of hopelefs fterility. Ihc 
eppearance is that of matter incapable of form or ufe*. 
fol^efs, difmifled by nature from her care,, and diir 
• ' ' inheritc4 
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inlierited of hei; favours, left in its origintl elemental 
ilate, or quickened only with one fuUen power of ufe** 
lefs vegetation* 

It will very readily occur, that this uni&rmity of 
barrenoefs can afibrd very little amufecpent to thi& 
traveller ; that it is eafy to fit at home and conceive 
locks, and heath, and waterfalls ; and that theie jour* 
nies are ufelefs labours, which neither impr^natc 
the imag'mation, nor enlarge the underflanding^ It 
i^ true, that of fstr the greater part of things, we mufl 
content ourfelves with fuch knowledge as defcriptioQ 
tnay exhibit, or analogy fupply ; but it is true like* 
wife> that thefe ideas are always incomplete, and that, 
at lead, tin we have compared them with realities, 
we do not know them to be jufl. As we fee more» 
we become poflefled of more certainties, and confe- 
queDtly gain more principles of reafoning, and fouud 
^ wider bafis of analogy. 

Regions mountainous and wild, thinly inhabited, 
and little cultivated, make a great part of the earth, 
and he that has never feen them, mufl: live unacquaipt- 
cd with much of the face of nature, and with 9ne of 
the great fcenes of human exiftence. 

As the day advanced towards noon, we entered n 
narrow valley not very flowery, but fufficiently ver- 
dant. Our gufldes told us, that the borfes. could ^dt 
travel all day without reft or meat, and entreated u$ 
to ilop here, because na grafs would be found in any 
pther place. The- requ?ft was reafdnable, and thp 
jorgnmeiat cogent* We therefore willingly xifij^joimti- 
. ed, and 4;:VGi:ted ourlelyes sa the place gpre us op* 
portu&ity. 

Ifat 
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• i &t down on a bank, fucb as a writer of romance 
might have delighted to feign. I had indeed no trees 
to whiter over my head, but a dear rivulet dreamed 
at my feet. The day was calm, the air was foft, and 
all was rudeneis, filence, and folttude. Before me, 
and on either fide, were high hills, which, by hinder- 
ing the eye from ranging, forced the mind to find en-* 
totainment for itfeif. Whether I fpent the hour well 
I know not j for here I firft conceived the thought gf 
t^is narration. 

. We were in this place at eafe and by choice, and 
l|ad no evils to fuflfer or to fear ; yet the imagina* 
tions excited by the view of an unknown and un- 
travelled wildernefs are not fuch as arife in the ar- 
tificial folitude of parks and gardens, a flattering 
notion of felf-fufficiency, a placid indulgence of volun- 
tary delufions, a fecure expanfion of the fancy, or 
a cool concentration of the mental powers. The 
phantoms ^hich haunt a defert are want, and mi- 
fery, and danger j the evils of dereliftion rufh upon 
the thoughts^ man is made unwillingly acquainted 
with his own weaknefs, and meditation ftieWs him 
only how little he can fuflain, and how little he can 
perform. There were no traces of inhabitants, ex- 
cept perhaps a rude pile of clods called a fummer 
l^ut, in which a herdfman had refled in the favour- 
able feafpns. Whoever had been in the place where 
I then fat, unprovided with provifions, and ignorant 
of the country, might, at leafl before the roads 
were made, have wandered among^ the rpcks, till 
he had periftied with hardfhip, before he could have 
iQuad either food or fliclter. Yet what are thefe 
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hillocks to the ridges of Taurus, or thefe ipots^of 
wildernefs to the deferts of America f 

It was not long before we were invited to mount, 
and continued our journey along the fide of a lough, 
kept fuU by many ftrcams, which with more or Icfs 
rapidity and noife erofled the road from the hills oa 
the other hand, Thefe cilrrents, in their dimini(he(l 
ftite, after feveral dry months, afford, to one who 
has always lived in level countries, an unufual and 
cjelightft^l fpeftaclej but in the rainy fcafon, fueh a^' 
tvtxy winter may be exjpefted to bring, muft precipi* 
tate an impetuous and tremendous flood. I fuppof^ 
the way by which we went, is at this time impaf* 
i^ble. 

GLENSHPALS. 

The lough at laft ended in a river broad and 
diallow Jike thie reft, but that it may be pafled when . 
it is deeper, there is a bridge over it. Beyond it is 
;^ valley called Glen/heals , inhabited by the clan of 
MacraCp Here we found a village called Auk^ 
najhealsy confifting of many huts, perhaps twenty, 
built all of dry-Jione, that is, ftpn^s piled vp without" 
mortar. 

We liad, by the diredion of the officers at Forf 
Augujiu^y taken bread for ourfelves, and tobacco 
iforthofe Highlanders who might fliew us any kind*' 
pefs. We were now at a place where we could ob- 
tain milk, but muft have wanted bread if we had 
|iot brought it. The people of this valley did not 
appear to know any EngHJh, and our guides noif 
jtw^came doubly neceffary a.d interpreters, A womari; 

who{» 
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iiykofe hut was di.ftinguifhed by greater fpacioufnefif. 
and better afchite^ure, broughjt out fome pails of 
milk. The villagers gathered about m in confi- . 
derable .numbei:s, J believe without any evil inten- 
tion, but with a very fayage wildnefs of afpeft and 
manner. When our meal »was over, Mr. Bo/we/f 
iliced the bread, and divided it amongft them, as he 
fiippofecj them nievjer to h^ve tailed a vy^heaten loaf 
before. He then gave them litjtle piecps of twifted 
tpbacco, and among the children we diftributed a 
fmall Ijandful ^f halfpence, which they i;ecei.vecj with, 
great eagernefs. Yet I have been fince told, that 
the .people of Jth^at valley are not indigent; and when 
we mentioned thepi ,afterwards as i^eedy jmd pitiable^ 
a Highla^fid la<iy let us know, that we might fparQ 
our commiferation J for the damp whpfe millf tnq, 
^ra^ik had prQba,bly mor^ than a do^en niilk-cows.* 
I^he feemed ua^vijlijig to takp any price^ but being 
preffed to majce ;a demand, at laft flamed a fhiilingp 
l^onefty is not greater where eJeganoe is lefs. On? 
pf th^ by-ftanders, as we were tolci afterwards, ^dr 
vifed her to afk more^ but ()ie faid a Ihilling waa 
^nough. . W? gave ^er halfra-crown, and J h(?pe got; 
fome cjecjit by o,ur behaviour ; for the cpnipany faid, 
if our interpreters did not flatter us, that they h^d not 
feen fuch a d^y fince the old laircj pf Macleqd paffed 
through their country. 

Thp; Macraes y as w^ heard afterw^j-ds in the 
flejprides^ were .griginally -an indigent and fuborr 
idinatq clan, and having no farms nor ftock, were 
tp great numbers fervants to the Maclellans^ who, 
Ifi the war of Charles the Firft, toojk arms at the call 

yoL.yjii, s of 
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of the hcroicfc Montrofe^ and were, in one of his fwtf-' 
ties, almoft all deftroyed. The women that were 
left at home, being thus deprived of theii^ hnfbands, 
like the Scyikian ladies of old, married their fervants, 
and the Macraes became a confiderable race. 

THE HIGHLANDS. 

As we cdntinued our journey, we were at leifure 
to extend our (peculations, and to inycfligate the 
rieafon of thofe peculiarities by which fuch rugged' 
regions as thcfe before us arc generally diftin- 
guifhed. 

Mountainous countries commonly contain the ori- 
ginal, at leaft the oldeft race of inhabitants, for they 
arc not eafily conquered, becaufe they muft ht 
entered by narrow ways, expofed to every power of 
mifchicf from thofe that occupy the heights j and 
every new ridge is a new forttefs, where the defendants 
have again the (kme advantages. If the afikilants 
either force the ftrait, or ftoml the fummit, they gaiit 
only fo much ground ; their enemies are fled to take 
poffeffion off the next rock, and the purfufers fliaiid at 
gaze, kndwing neither where the ways of efcapc 
wind among the fteeps, nor where the bog has firm-* 
nefe to fuftain them : befides that, mountaineers have 
an agility in climbing and defcending, diftinft from , 
ftrength or courage, and attainable only by ufe. 

If the wkr be not foon concluded, the invaders 
afe diflodged by hunger; for in thofe » anxious and 
toilfome marches, provifions cannot eafily be car- 
riedi and are never to be found. The wealth of 
mountains isc&ttle, which^ while the men Hand in 

the 
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thepafibs, the womea drive away, ^xidi lands at 
laft cannon repay theexpencc of conqueft, and there- 
fote perhaps have not been fo often invaded by the 
mere ambition of dominion, as by refentment of rob- , 
beries and infults, or the defire of enjoying in fecurity 
the more fruitful provinces. 

As mountaineers are long before they are conquered> 
they ,are likewife long before they are civilized* 
Men are ibftened by intercourie mutually profitable^ 
and inftrufted by comparing their own notions witk 
thofe of others. Thiis Cafar found the maritime 
parts of Britain made kft barbarous by their comi^ 
merce with the GauA. Into a barren and rough 
trad: no ftmnger is brought either by the hope of gaia 
or of pleafure* The inhabitants having neither com- 
modities fot fale, nor money for purchaie, feldom 
vi6t more pdiftied places, or if th^y do vifit thenj 
ieldom return^ 

It-fbmetimes happens that by c^nqueft, intermix^ 
Cure, or gradual refinement, the cultivated parts of a 
country change their language. The mountaineers 
then become a diflinft nation, cut off by diflimilitude 
of fpeech from converiation with their neighbours^ 
Thus in Bifcay^ the original CantabriaH^ and in D^r- 
ie^arliij, the old SweJi/k ftill fubfifts. Thus fFaks 
and the Higklands fpeak the tongue of the firft inha* 
bitants of Britain^ while the other parts have received 
firft the Saxon^ and in fi>me degree afterwards the 
Fremh^ and then formed a third langu^e between 
them. 

- That the primitive manners are continued where 
the primitive languj^e isfpoken, no nation will de- 
lEiemeto fuppofe, for the manners of mountaineers 
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:aTe commonly favagc, bmt they are rather, producdi 
by their fituatioii thaa derived fronl their a(u;e{tors; 
' Such feems to be the difpofition of mao, that 
whatever .makes a diftinftion produces, rivalry. 
Etiglnhdi before other caufes., of enmity were fpuod, 
was difturbcd for feme centuries by the contefts of 
thtp northern, and fouthexn counties ; fo that at. Ox^ 
fordf the peace of ftudy. Could for a Iqpg time be 
pfeferved only by choofing annually one of th^ 
prodors from each fide of the Trent. A trad in- 
jterfe6Ved by many ridges of mountaim^ naturally 
divides it^ inhabitants ioto petty nations, which ar^ 
jnade by a thoufand caufes . enemies to each other^ 
Each will exalt its own , chiefs, each will boaft th^ 
jvalour pf its men, or the beauty of its women, and 
jevery claim of fuperiority irritatjes competition'; inr 
juries 3viU foipetirnes. be done, and be more inju* 
rioufly defended.; retaliation will fopKjtipies be 
attempted, and the debt' exaded with too much 
intereft. . : 

In ilit Highlands it was a law, that, if fa robber 
was (heltered from juftiqe,. any man of .the fame claa 
^migbt be taken, in his place. This was . a' kind of 
irregular juftice, which, though neceffary in favagp 
.tiai^§> could h3,rdly fail to end in a feud ; and a feu4 
.oitce kindled among an. idle people, with no variety 
'of. purfuit5 to divert their thoughts, burnt on for 
ages, cither '(uUenly^glowing* in fecret mifchief, or 
.openly blazing into publick violence. Of theeffefts 
of this violent judicature, there are not wanting mtr 
morials. The cave is now to be feen to which one 
of the Campbells^ who had injured the Macdonald$^ 
retired with a <body of his own clan. The M^cdg^ 
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ijffWf -required the offender, and being refufedj made a 
firei at the n^outh of the cave, by which he and his ad- 
herents were fuffbca^ed together. • _ 

Mountaineers are warlike, becaufe b}^ their feuds 
and competitions they C9nfider tbemfcives .as fur- 
rounded with enemies, and are* always prepared to re- 
pel incurfions, or to make them* Lik^ the Greeks in 
their unpoliftied ftate, defcribed by ^hueydides^ th^ 
Highlanders^ tilllatelyi went always armed, and car- 
ried their weapons to .vifits, and to church, 
. Mountaineers are thicvifti, becaufe they are poor, 
and. having neither manufedlures nor cpmnierce, can 
grow richer only by robbery. They regularly plun- 
der their neighbours, for their neighbours are com- 
monly their enemies; and having loft that reve* 
rence for property, by which the ord^r of f ivil life 
is preferved, foon confider all as enemies, whom 
they dp not reckon as friends, and think themfelves 
Ijcenfed to invade whatever they are not obliged tp 
proted, 

. ,By a llrifl: admlniftration of the laws, flnce the 
iaws have i)een introduced into (he Higldands^ this 
difpofition to thievery is very much reprefled. Thirty 
years ago no herd h^d ev^r been conduced through 
the mountains, without paying tribute in the night 
to fome of the clans \ but cattle are now driven, and 
paffengers travel, without danger^ fear, or mo? 
legation. 

, Among a warlike people, the -quality, of higheft 
cfteem is perfq.nal courage, and with the offentatious 
difplay of courage are clofely connefted proriiptirudc 
of offence, and quicknefs , of refentment. Th^ 
, , S3 lUghlandQrj^ 
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tJighlanders^ before they were difarmed, were ; lb 
addifted to quarrels, that the boys ufed to folkw 
any publick proccflion or ceremony, however feftite 
or however foletnn, in expeftation of the battle, 
which was fure to happen before the company dit» 
perfed. 

Mountainous regions are Ibmetimes fo remote from 
the feat of government, and fo difficult of accefs, 
, that they are very little under the influence of the fo- 
vereign, or within the reach of national juftice. Law 
is nothing without power i and the fentence of a dif- 
tant court could not be eafily executed, nor perhaps 
very fafely promulgated,, among men ignorantly proud 
and habitually violent, unconnefted with the general 
fyllem, and accuftomcd to reverence only their own 
lords. It has therefore been neceflary to ere6t many 
particular jurifdidtions, and commit the punilhmentcrf 
crimes, and the decifion of right, to the proprietors of 
the country who could enforce their own decrees. It 
immediately appears that fuch judges will be often ig- 
norant, and often partial j but in the immaturity of po- 
litical eftablifhments no better expedient trould* be 
fbund. As government advances towards perfedion, 
provincial judicature is perhaps in every empire gra- 
dually abolilhed. 

Thofe who had thus the difpenfation of law, were 
by confequence themfelves lawlefs. Their vaflals had 
no flielter from outrages and oppreflionsj but were 
condemned to endure, without refiftance, the caprices 
of wantonnefs, and the rage of cruelty. 

In the Highlands^ fome great lords had an here* 
ditary jurifdidtion over counties; and fome chief- 
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tftins oyer thieir own laiids ; till the final conqueft pf 
the Highlands afforded an opportunity of crulhing all 
the local ^oyrts, and of extending the general benefits 
of equal law to the low and the high, in the deepeH 
receflfes and ofefcurefl: corners. 

While th^ chiefs had this refemblance of royalty, 
Ihey had little inclination to appeal, on any queftion^ 
to fuperior judieatui^es. A claim of lands between 
two powerful laird.$ was decided like a contefl: for 
jdominion between foyereign powers. They drew 
their forces into th^ field, ahd right attended on 
the ftropgeft. This was, in ruder times, the common 
jpradice, which the kings pf Scotland could feWom 
controuL 

Even fo lately as in the laft ye%K of king William^ 
A battle was fought at Mull Roy y on a .plain a few mil^s 
to the fouth of Invernefs^ between the clans of Mack^ 
mt(i/fi and Macdonald oiKeppoch. Colonel Macdonald^ 
the head of a fmall clan, refufed to pay the due§ de- 
manded from him by Mackintojhy as his fuperior lord. 
They difdained the interpofition of judges and laws, 
and calling each his. followers to maintain th^ dignity 
of the clan, fought a formal battle, in which fcveral 
ponfiderable men fell on the fide oi Mackintojh^ without 
a complete yidtory to leither. This is faid tq hav^ 
been fhp l^ft open W^r niade between the clans by >h^if 
pwn authority, 

The Highland lords made treaties, and formed 
alliances, of which fome traces p:iay fl:ill be found^ 
.^nd fome confeguences ftill remain as lading evi- 
iiences of petty regality^ The terxTis of one of thcfe 
CPftl§^?rft9i?S were, that each fiipvild fwpport i\^ 
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bther In the right, or in the wrong, except agairifl 
the king. 

The iiihdbitarits of mount^iiis form diffiinft races> 
*nd are carrftfi to fireferve their genejildgies. Merf 
in a fmall diftrift nece'ffarily mingle blood by inter^ 
Ifaarriages, dnd combirie at laft into one family, with 
t common intereft iri the honouf and difgrace of ever^ 
individual, then begins that union of affeftions, 
and co-operdtion of endeavours, that conftitute a clait. 
they who cdnfider tlienlfelves as erinobled by their fa- 
mily, will think highly of their progenitors, arid they 
who throtgh fuccelfive generations liVe atwayi together 
in the fame place, will preferve local ftories and here- 
ditary prejudices. Thus every Highlander can talk df 
his anceftors, and recount the outrages which they 
fufF^red from the wicked inhabitants of the nttt 
valley* 

' Such are the eflre(fts of habitation among moUrt- 
tains, and fuch were the qualities of the Highlanders^ 

'while their rocks fecluded them from the reft* of man* 
kirldj and kept them an unaltered ^nd difcriminated 
tace* They are now lofing their diftinftion, and haf» 

' tenirtg to mirigle with the general community* 

G L £ N E L G* 

• W^ left Auknajhedls ahd the Mdcrdei in the aftef-* 
fiOoii^ and in the evening came to Ratiken, a high 
hill on which a road is cut, but fa fteep and nar- 

• row that it is very difficult* there is now a dd- 
Cgh of making andthef- way round the bottom* 
tjpdtl one of the precipices, my Koife, weary with the 
fti^fepnefs of the rife, ftaggered a little, ^d I called in 
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liifte to the Highlander to hold him. This was the. 
t)hly moment of my jburney, in which I thought my* 
felf endangered. 

• Having futmounted the hill at laft, we were told^ 
that at Glenelg^ on the fea-fide, we (hould come t6 
'a houfe of lime and flate and glafs. This image cf 
tnagnificence raifed our expedation. At laft we came 
to our inn, weary and peevilh, and began to enquire for 
tneat and beds< 

Of the provifions the negative catalpgue was very* 
copious. Here was no meat, no milk, no breads 
no eggs, no wine. We did not exprefs much fa- 
tisfaftion. Here however we were to ftay. Whilky 
we might have, and I believe at laft they caught a 
fowl and killied it» We had fome bread, and with 
that wc prepared ourfelves to be contented, when we 
had a very eminent proof of Highland hofpitality^ 
' Along fome miles of the y/ay, in the evening, a gen- 
tleman's fervant had kept us company on foot with 
• Very little notice on our part. He left us near G/i- 
nelgy and we thought on him no more till .he came to 
us again, in about two hours, with a prefent from his 
:,mafter of rum and fugar* The man had mentioned 
, his company, and the gentleman, whofe name, I thinks 
. is Gordon^ well knowing the penury of the place, had 
this attention to two men, whofe names perhaps he bad 
not heard, by whom his kindnefs was not likely to be 
ever repaid, and who could be recommended to him 
only by their neceffities* 

We were now to examine our lodging. .Out of 

; one of the beds, on which we were to repofe, ftartcd 

Vp, at our entrance, a man black as a Cyclops from 

the 
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the forge. Other circumilaocei of no eLegaol: re^t4 
5:oficurred to diiguil us. We bad been frighted by 4 
lady at Edinburgh ^ with difcouraging rq^Feientations of 
Highland lodgings. Sleep, however, w^s necd&ry. 
Our Highlanders had at 1^ found fbme ^ay, vi'it^L 
^bich the inn could not iupply ^bem. I dire<5jted theta 
io bring a bundle into the roooi;^ af>d ilept upon it m 
:jiiy riding coat. Mr. Bofwell beiiig tpo^e delicate, l^ifl 
himfelf (beets with hay^oyer and under bil9, ftfl^ lay ^ 
linen like a gentleman. 

SKY. ARM I. DEL. 

In the xnorning, Sepiembe^ the twentieth, i¥e Sam^ 

t>urfelves on the edge of the lea. Having procm^^ 
a boat, we difmifled our Highlanders^ whorji J woi|ki 
leoommcnd to the fervice of ^ny future travellers,.^ 

.were ferried over to the iflc of Sky^ We liinded 4t 
Armiddi where we were met on the (aajjls by Sir Mex- 
inder Macdonald^ who was at that time th^e with H% 
lady, preparing to leave the iiland> and i^Pde ^t 

' Edinburgh. 

Armdel is a neat houfe, buih wlier^ the Macdmalis^ 
had once a feat, ?ivhich was burnt in the cooimotioas 

. that fpUowefi the Revolution. The walled orchard, 
whidi belonged to the former houTe, flill remains. It 
is well (haded by tall alh-trecs, of a fpepics, as Mr. 

' Janes the fpflilifl iqformpd me, uncommonly valuably* 
This plaqfatiop is tyery properly mentioned jby Dr. 
Campbelly ip hi? new account of the ilate of Britain, 
and deferves attcption; becaufe. it proves that the 
prefent nakednefs pf the Hebrides i$ not ^'bqlly tie 

I fault of nature^ 
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As we fat at Sir Alexander^ table, we wa'c ento^ 
;tained, according to tbe ancient ufqge of the trartl^ 
wth the melody of the bagpipe. Every thing in thofe 
•countries has its hiftor)'. As the bagpiper w<as 
playing, an elderly gentleman informed us, that in 
fome remote time, the Macdonalds of Gimgary having 
been injured, or offended by the inhabitants oiCvikdeTt^ 
and refolving to have juftice or vengeance, came to 
Cidlodm on a Simdayj w^ere, finding thetr enemies at 
worlbip, they (hut them up in the church, which they 
&t oh fire; and this, (aid he, is the tune that the piper 
played while they were burning. 

Narrations like this, however uncertain, dcferve the 
notice of a traveller, becaufe they are the only records 
of a nati(m that has no hiflorians, and afford the moO: 
genuine reprefentation of the life and charader of the 
ancient Highlanders. 

Under the denomination oiHigklander are compre- 
hended in Scotland all that now fpeak the Erfe lan- 
guage, or ret^n the primitive manners, whether they 
live aoiong the moiintains or in the iflands ; and in that 
fcnfe I ufe the nan^, when there is not fome apparent 
rcafon for makii^a diftinftion. 

In Sky I firft obferwd the ufe of br<^ues, a kind 
of artlcfs (hoes, ftitched with thongs fo looiely, that 
though they defend the foot from ftones, they do 
3iot exclude water. Brogues were formerly made 
of raw hides, with the haiir inwards, and fuch are 
perhaps ftill ufed in rude and remote parts j but they 
are Yaid not to laft above two days. Where life is 
ibmcwbat improved, they are now made of leather 
fanned with oak-bark, as in other places, or with 
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•the bark of birch, or roots of lormentil, a fubft^nce 
jrecommended in defed of bark* about forty years agdt 
to the Irifli tanners, by one to whom the parliament 
of that kingdom voted a rewarc}.. The leather of 5^ 
is not completely penetrated by vegetable matter, and 
.therefore cannot be very durable, 
* My enquiries about brogues, gave tiie an early 
ipecimen of Highland information. One day I was 
told, that to make brogues, was a domeftick art, 
tvhich every man pradtifed for himfelf,. and that a 
p^ir. of. brogues was the work of an hour. . I Jup^ 
pofed that the hufhand made brcgucs as the wife 
made an apron, till next day it was told me, that a 
brogue-maker was a trade, and that a pair would 
coH half-a-crown. It will eafily occur. that thefe 
^eprefentations may both be true, and that, in fome 
places, men may buy them, and in others make them 
•for themlelves ; but I had both, the accounts in the 
feme houfe within two days. 

'. Many of my fubfequent enquiries . upon mpre in* 
terefting topicks ended in the like uncertainty, . He 
4:ha,t travels in the Highlands may eafily. faturate his 
foul with intelligence, if he will acquiefce in the 
firft account. The Highlander gives to every queftion 
an anfwer fo prompt and peremptory, that ikepticifm 
itfclf is dared intofilencc, and the mind finks before the 
bold reporter in unrefifting credulity ; but if a fecond 
•queftion be ventured, it breaks the enchantment ; for 
it is immediately difcovcred, that what was told fo con- 
fidently was told at hazard, and th^t fuqh fearleffncfs 
of afiertion was either the iport of negligence, or the 
refuge oCignorjince,. . . . , 

If 
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r- If individuals are thus at variance with thetnfelvesf. 
it can be no wonder that the accounts of different mea 
are contradictory. The traditions of an ignorant and 
favage pe<^ple have been for ages negligently heard^ 
and unfkilfully related. Diftant events muft have, 
been.mingled together, and the adtions of one maa 
given to another. Thefe, however, are deficiencies in 
ftory, for which no man is now to be cenfured. It 
were enough, if what there is yet opportunity of exa- 
mining , were accurately tnfpefted, and juftly repre-t. 
fented j but fuch is the laxity of Highland converfa* 
^ion, that the enquirer is kept in continual fufpenfe, 
^nd by A kind of intcUeftual fetrogradation, know^ 
Jefsaj he hears more, 
^ In the iflands the plaid is rarely worn. The law 
by which the Highlanders have beerr obliged to change 
Jthe iotm of their drefs, has, in all the places that wq 
have vifitcd, been univerfally obeyed. I have feer^ only 
one gentleman completely clothed in the ancient habit, 
and by him it was worn only occafionally and wantonly. 
The common people do not think themfelves under 
any l^al neceiuty of having coats ; for they fay that 
the law againft plaids was ijjade by lord Hardwicke^ 
and was in force only for his life : but the fame poverty 
Xhdl made it then difficult for them to change their 
clothing, binders thi^m now from changing it again. 

The fiUibeg, or lower garment, is Hill very comr 
Wion,. and the bonnet almoft univerfal ; but their 
attire is fuch as produces, in a fufficient degree, th^ 
effieft intended by the law, of abolifliing the diffi- 
ji^ilitude of appearance between the Highlanders ancj 
-the other inhabitants of Britain j and, if drefs be fup* 

pofe4 
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pofed to hsn-T much influence, facilitates their coalitioa 
with their fellow- fubjefts* 

What we have long ufed we naturally like; and 
therefore the Highlanders were unwilling to lay afide 
their plaid, which yet to an unprejudiced Ipe&ator 
mufl appear an incommodious and cumberfome drefe ; 
for hanging loofe upon the body, it muft flutter in a 
quick motion, or require one of the hands to keep it 
dofe. The Romans always laid afide the gown whea 
they had any thing to do. It was a drefs fb utxfuitable 
to war, that the fame word which fignified ia gown 
fignified peace. The chief ufe of a plaid fcems to 
be- this, that they could commodioufly wrap themfelve$ 
in it, when they were obliged to fleep without a bet* 
ter cover. 

In our paflage from Scotland to Sky^ we were wet 
for the firft tyne with a (bower. This was the be- 
ginning of the Highland winter, after which we were 
told that a fucceflion of three dry days was not to 
be expected f6r many months. The winter of the 
Hebrides confifts of little more than rain and wind. 
As they are furrounded by an ocean never frozen, 
the blafts that come to them over the witcr are too 
much foftened to have the power of congelation. 
The fait loughs, or inlets of the fea, which ihoot very 
far* into the ifland, never have any ice upon them, 
and the pools of frelh water will never bear the walker. 
The fnow that fometimes falls, is foon diflblved by 
the air, or the rain. 

This is not the defcription of a cruel climate, yet 

the dark months are here a time of great diflrefs ; 

bccaufe the fummer can do little more than feed it- 

7 felf. 
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felf, and winter comes with its cold and its fcarcity 
xipon families very flenderly provided. 

CORIATACHAN IN SKY- 

The third or fourth day after our arrival at Armideh 
brought us an invitation to the ifle of Raafay^ whicb 
lies eaft di Sky. It is incredible how foon the account 
of any event is propagated in thefe narrow countries 
by the love of talk, which much leifure produces, and 
^e relief given to the mind in the penury of in- 
fular converfation by a new topick. The ftrrival of 
ftrajigers at a place fq rarely vifitfed, excites rumour, 
slhd quickens curiofity. I know not whether we 
touched at any corner, where fame had not already 
prepared us a reception. 

To g4in a cofnmodious pafTage to Raa/ay^ it was 
neceffary to pafs over a large part of Sky. We wertf ^ 
forniftied therefore with horfes and a guide. In the 
iflands there are no roads, nor any marks by which 
a ftranger may find his way. The horfeman has al- 
ways at his fide a native of the place, who, by purfuing 
gatne, or tending cattle, or being often employed in 
mellages or condudt, has learned where the ridge of 
the hill has breadth fufficient to allow a horfe and h\% 
rider a paflage, and where the mofs or bog is hard 
enough to bear them. The bogs are avoided as toil- 
fome at lead, if not unfafe, and therefore the journey 
is made generally from precipice to precipice ; from 
which if the eye ventures to look down, it fees below 
a gloomy cavity, whence the rufh of water is fome*- 
times heard. 

But there feems to be in all this ' more alarm than 
danger. The Highlander walks carefully before, and 

the 
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the horie, accuftomed to the ground, follows him with 
little deviation. Sometimes the hill is too fteep ifor 
the horfeman to keep his feat, and fometimes the mof$ 
is too tremulous to bear the double weight of horfe 
^d man. • The rider then difmopntis, ^d all (hift as 
Ifcey car?. 

Journies made in this manner ^re rather tedious 
^han long. A very few miles require feveral hoyrs, 
From Armid^l we came at night to Coriatachafty ^ 
houfe very pleafantjy fituated between two brooksji, 
with one of the .Jiigheft bilk of the ifland behind it» 
Jt is th^ refidence of Mr. Mackimon^ by whom we 
were treated with very liberal hofpitality, among ^: 
ipore numerous and elegant coniLp^ny thajj ij coi^lcl 
have been fuppofed eafy to colled. 

The hill behind the houfe we did not cjimb. The 
iveath^r was roygh, and the height and fteepncfs dif*^ 
couraged us. We were told th^t there is a cairne 
ypon it. A cairnp is a heap of flones thro^yn upon 
the graye of one eminent for* dignity of birth, o]?. 
fplendour of atchievements. It is faid, that by digr 
ging, an urn is always found under thefe cairnes ; 
they muft tlverefore have been thus piled by a peo^ 
pie whofe cuftom w^s to burn the dead^ To pil^ 
jftones is, I believe, a northern cuftom, and to burrj 
the body was the Roman practice ; nor do I know 
when it w.as that thef^ two a<^s of fepulture wew 
united. 

The weather was next day too violent for th^ 
continuation of our journey j but we hg4 no reafoij 
to complain of the interruption. We faw in every 
place, what we chiefly defired to know, the nians' 
^ers gf the jpeople^ We had co/npany, and }f 
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t^e had chofen retirement, wf ^ight have had 
books. I 

I never was in any houfe of the iflands, where I did 
not find books in more languages than one, if I ftaidlong 
enough to want them, except one from which the fa- 
mily was removed. Literature is not neglefted by 
the higher rank of the Hebridians. 

It need not, I fuppofe, be mentioned, that in coun- 
tries fo little frequented as the iflands, there are no 
houfes where travellers are entertained for money. 
He that wanders about thefe wilds, either procures 
recommendations to thofe whoie habitations lie near 
his way, or, when night and wearinefs come upon 
him, takes the chance of general hofpitality. If he 
finds only a cottage, he can expeft little more than 
ifhelter ; for the cottagers have little more for them- 
felves : but if his good fortune brings him to the refi* 
dence of a gentleman, he will be glad of a ftorm to 
prolong his ftay. There is, however, one inn by the 
fea fide at Sconfor, in Sky, where the poft-ofBce is 
kept. 

At the tables where a ftranger is received, neither 
plenty nor delicacy is wanting. A traft of land fo 
thinly inhabited, muft have much wild-fowl ; and I 
fcarcely remember to have fcen a dinner without them. 
The moorgame is every where to be had. That the 
fea abounds with filh, needs not be told, for it fupplies 
a great part of Europe. The ifle of Sky has ftags and 
roebucks, but no hares. They fend very numerous 
droves of oxen yearly to England, and therefore can- 
not be fuppofed to want befef at home. Sheep and 
goats are in great numbers, and they- have the com* 
mon domeftick fowls. 

VoL.VIlL T 3ut 
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But as here is nothing to be bought, every family 
muft kill its own meat, and roaft part of it fomewhat 
fooner than Apicms would prefcribe. Every kind of 
flefli is undoubtedly excelled by the variety and emu- 
lation of Englijh markets ; but that which is not bed 
may be yet very far from bad, and he that (hall com» 
plain of his fare in the Hebrides^ has improved his de- 
licacy more than his manhood. 

Their fowls are not like thofe plumped for fale by 
the poulterers of London^ but they are as good as 
other places commonly afford, except that the geefe, 
by feeding in the fea, have univerfally a fiftiy rank- 
nefs. 

Thefe geefe feem to be of a middle race, between 
the wild and domeflick kinds. They are fo tame as 
to own a home, and fo wild as fometimes to fly quite 
away. 

Their native bread is made of oats, or barley. 
Of oatmeal they fpread very thin cakes, coarfe and 
hard, to which unaccuftomed palates are not eafily 
reconciled. The barley cakes are thicker and fofter ; 
I began to eat them without unwillingnefs ; the black- 
nefs of their colour raifes fome diflike, but' the tafte is 
not difagreeable. In mod houfes there is wheat-flour, 
with which we were fure to be treated, if we fl:aid 
long enough to have it kneaded and baked. As nei- 
ther yeaft nor leaven are ufcd among them, their 
bread of every ktnd is unfermented. They make only 
cakes, and never mould a loaf. 

A man of the Hebrides^ for of the women's diet I 
can give no account, as foon as he appears in the 
morning, fwallows a glafs of whilkys yet they arc 

not 
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not a drunken race, at lead I never was prefent at 
much intemperance; but no man is fo abftemious as 
to refufe the morning dram, which they call 2^Jka]k. 
' The word ivhijky fignifies water, and is applied by 
way of eminence tojirong water ^ or diftilled liquof. 
The fpirit drunk in the North is drawn from barley. 
I never tafted it, except oncQ:for experiment at the 
inn in Inverary^ when I thought it preferable to any 
Eng/ijh, m^lt brandy. It was ftrong, but not pungent, 
and was free from the empyreumatick tafte or fmell. 
What was the procefs I had no opportunity of in- 
quiring, nor do I wifti to improve the art ^ of making 
poifon pleafant. 

Not long after the dram, may be expedted the 
breakfaft, a meal in which the Scots, whether of the 
lowlands or mountains, muft be confeffed to excel 
us. The tea and coffee are accompanied not only 
with butter, but with honey, confcrves, and marma- 
lades. If an epicure could remove by a wifli, in queft 
of ienfual gratifications, wherever he had fupped he 
would breakfaft in Scot/and. 

In the iflands, however, they de what I found it not 
very eafy to endure. They pollute the tea-table by 
plates piled with large flices of Cheftiire cheefe, which 
mingles its lefs grateful odours with the fragrance of 
the tea. 

Where many queftions are^ to be afked, fome will 
be: omitted. I forgot to inquire how they were fup- 
plied with fo much exotick luxury. Perhaps the 
French may bring them wine for wool, and the Dutci 
give them tea and coffee at the fifhing feafon, in 
exchange for frelh provifion. Their trade is uncon* 
ftrained j they pay no cuftoms ; for there is no offi- 
T z ccr 
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-cer to demand them ; whatever thcFefore is tnade 
dear only by impoft, is obtained here at an eafy 
fate. 

A dinner in the Weftern Iflamis differs very little 
-from a dinner iri England^ except that in the place of • 
tarts, there are always fet different preparations of 
milk. This part of ^eir diet wiil admit fome im- 
provement. Thoygh they have milk, and eggs, and 
fugar, few of them know how to compound them in a 
cuftard. Their gardens afford them no great variety, 
but they have always fome vegetables on the table. 
Potatoes at lead are never wanting, which, though 
they have not known them long, are now one of the 
prmcipal parts of their food. 'They are not of -the 
mealy, but the vifcous kind. 

Their more elaborate cookery, or made dirties, an 
BngliJJiman^ at the firft taftc, is not likely to approve, 
but the culinary compofitions of every country 2st 
often fuchas become grateful to other nations only by 
degrees ; though I have read a French author, who, in 
the elation of his heart, fays, that French cookerjT 
pleafes all foreigners, but foreign cookery never fatis- 
fees a Frenchman. 

Their fuppers are like their dinners, various, and 
plentiful. The table is always covered with elegant 
linen. Their plates for common ufe are often of that 
kind of manufafture which is called cream coloured, 
or queen's ware. They ufe filver on all occafioni 
where it is common in Eng/anJy nor did I ever find a 
f^oon of horn but in one houfe. 

The knives are not often either very bright, or 
very Iharp. They are indeed inftruments of which 
the Highlanders have not been long 9.cquaintcd with 

the 
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the general ufe. They were not rtgulatly laid on 
the table, before the prohibition of arms, and the 
change of drefs. Thirty years ago the Highlander 
wore his knife as a companion to his dirk or dagger, 
and whfen the- company fat down ta meat, the men 
who had knives, cut the flefh into^ fmall pieces for 
the women, who- with thdir^ fiogers conveyed it tO' 
their mouths* 

There was perhaps never any change' of nationd 
riianners fa quick, fo greaf, and fo general, as that 
which has operated in the Highlands, by the laft con- 
queft, and the fubfequent laws. We came thither too 
late to fee- what we expe^^ed, a people of peculiar ap- 
pearance, and a fyftem of antiquated life. The clans 
retain little now of their original chj^racler ; their fero- 
city^ of temper is foftened^ their military ardour is ex* 
tingui(hcd, their^ dignity of independence is^deprefled, 
their contempt of government fubdued, and their reve- 
rence for their chiefs ablated. Of what they had before 
the late cpnq^eft of their country, there remain only 
their language and their poverty. Their language is 
attacked on every fide. Schools apfe erefted, in which 
EngliJIi onlyis taught, and- there were lately fame wha 
thought it reafonable to refufe them a verfion of the 
holy fcriptures, that they might have^ nor monument 
of their mother-tongue. 

That their poverty isv gradually abated, cannot 
be mentioned among the unpleafing cbnfequfences 
of fubjedtion. They are now acquainted with mo- 
ney> and the poffibility of g^in will by degrees make 
them induftrious. Such is the efieft of the late re- 
gulations, that a longer journey th^i^ to the High-- 

T3 lands 
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iands^ muft be taken by him whofe curiofity pants fp? 
favage virtues and barbarous grandeur. 

R A A S A Y. 

At the firft intermiffion of the ftormy weather wc 
were informed, that the boat, which was to convey us 
to Raa/ay, attended us on the coaft. We had from 
this time our intelligence facilitated, and our converfaT* 
tion enlarged, by the comp3,ny of Mw MacqueeUy mi- 
nifter of a parifti in Sky^ whofe knowledge and 
politenefs give, him a title equally to kindnefs and 
refpeiH:, and who, from this time, never forfook lis 
till we were preparing to leave Sky,- and the adjacent 
places. 

The boat was under the direftion of Mr. Malcolm 
Macleody a gentleman of Raafay. The water was 
calm, and the rowers were vigorous ; fo that our paf- 
fage was quick and pleafant. When we came near 
the ifland, we faw the laird's houfe, a neat modern fa- 
brick, and found Mr. Macleod^ the proprietor of the 
ifland, with many gentlemen, expefting us on the 
beach. We had, as at all other places, feme difficulty 
in landing. The crags were irregularly broken, and 
a falfe ftep would have been very mifchievous. 

It feenied -that the rocks mighty with no great la- 
bour, have been hewn almoft into a regular flight of 
fteps; and as there are no other landing places, I con- 
fidered this rugged afcent as the confeqiience of a 
form of life inured to hardftiips, and therefore not ftu- 
dious of nice accommodations. But I know not 
whether, for many ages, it was not confidered as a- 
part of military poUcy, to keep the country not eafily 

{icceflible^ 
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acceflible. The rocks are natural fortifications, and an 
enemy climbing with difficulty was eafily deftroyed by 
tbofe who ftood high above him. 

Our reception exceeded our expeftations. *We 
found nothing but civility, elegance, and plenty. After 
the ufual refrefliments, and the ufual converfation, the 
evening came upon us. The carpet was then rolled 
off the^ioor; the mufician was called, and the whole 
company was invited to dance, nor did ever fairies trip 
with greater alacrity. The general air of feftivity, 
which predominated in this place, fo far remote from 
all thofe regions which the mind has been ufed to 
contemplate as the manfions of pleafure, ftruck the 
imagination with a delightful furprife, analogous to 
that which is felt at an unexpefted emerfion from 
darknefs iqto light* 

When it was time to fup, the dance ceafed, and fix 
and thirty perfons fat down to two tables in the fame ' 
room. After fupper the ladies fung Erfe fongs, to 
which I liftened as an Engtijh audience to an Italian 
opera, delighted with the found of words which I did 
not underftand. 

' I inquired the fubjefts of the fongs, and was told 
of one, that it was a love fong, and of another, that 
it was a farewell compofed by one of the iflanders 
that was going, in this epidemical fury of emigra- 
tion, to feek his fortune in America. What fentiments 
would rife, on fuch an occafion, in the heart of one 
who had not been taught to lament by precedent, I 
fhould gladly have known ; but the lady, by whom I 
fat, thought herfelf^not equal to the work of tranf- 
lating. - 

T 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Macleod is the proprietor of the iflands ofRaa-' 
fayy Ronay and Fladda^ and poffefles an extcnftve dif- 
trift in Sky. The eftate has not, during four hundred 
years, gained or loll a fingle acre. 

One of the old Highland alliances has continued for 
two hundred years, and is ftUl fubfifting between Mac^ 
hod of Raafay^ and Macdonald gf Sky^ in confequence 
of which, the furvivor always inherits the arms of the 
cjeceafed ; a natural memorial of military friendfhip. 
At the death of the late Sir James Macdonald^ his fword- 
vyas delivered to the prefent laird oiRaafay. 

The family of Raafay confifts of the.laird, the lady, 
three fons, and ten daughters. For the fons there is 
a tutor in the houfe, and the lady is faid to be very 
itilful and diligent in the education of her girls. More ^ 
gentlenefs of manners, or a more p)eafing appearance 
of domeftick fociety, is not found in the moft polifhed 
countries. 

Raafay is the only inhabited ifland in Mr. Mac^* 
l6(^d*s poffeffion. Rona and Fladda afford only paf- 
tpre for cattle, of which one hundred and fixty win- 
ter in Rona^ under the fuperintendence of a folitary 
herdfman. 

The length of Raafay is, by computation, fifteen 
njiles, and the breadth two. Thefe countries have 
never been meafured,and the computation by miles is 
negligent and arbitrary. We obferved in travelling, 
that the nominal and real diftance of places had very 
little relation to each other. Raafay probably con- 
tains near a hundred fquare miles. It aiFgrds not 
much ground, .notwitbftanding. ijts .extent,, either for 
tillage or pafture \ for it is rough, rocky, and barren. 
-^ The 
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The cattle often perifh by falling from the precipices. 
It is like the other iflands, I think, generally: naked o£ 
fliade, but it is naked by negleft ; for the laird has an* 
orchard, and very large foreft trees growv about hisi 
bpufe. Like other hilly countries it has many rivulets. 
One of the brooks turns a corni-mill, and- at Icaft one. 
produces trouts. 

In the ftreams or frelh lakes of the iflands, I htvei 
never heard of any other fiCh than trouts and eels. 
The trouts which I have feen, are not large ; the cot 
lour of their flcfti is tinged, as, in Engiandi Of their: 
epls I can give no. account, having never tailed them;* 
for I believe they are not confidered; as wholefome^ 
food* 

It is not very cafy to. fix: the principles upoin 
which mankind have agreed to eat fome animals^, 
and rejedt others; and as the principle is not evi- 
dent, it is not uniform. That which is feledted as. 
delicate in one country^ is by its neighbours. abhorred 1 
as loathfome. The Neapolitans lately refufed to. 
eat potatoes in a famine. An Englijhman is not eafily 
perfuaded to dine on fn^ls with an tialian^ on. 
frogs with a Frenchman^ or on horie-fiefli with a. 
Tartar. The vulgar inhabitants of Sky^ I know not: 
whether of the other iflands, have not only eels, but: 
pprk and bacon in abhorrence, and accordingly I 
never faw a hog in the Hebrides^ except one at Dm^ 
vegan. 

Raafay has wild fowl in abundance, but neither deer, 
hares, nor rabbits. Why it has theiii not, might be 
{&j(ked» but that, of fuch queftioos there is no end. 

Why 
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Why docs any nation want what it might have ? Why 
are not fpices tranfplanted to America ? Why does tea' 
continue to be brought from CMna ? Life improves 
but By flow, degrees, and much in every place is yet to 
do. Attempts have been made to raife roebucks in 
Rdafay jhutmthQut effedt. The young ones it is ex- 
tremely difficult to rear, and the old can very feldom 
be taken alive. 

Hares and rabbits might be more eafily obtained. 
That they have few or none of either in Skyy they 
impute to the ravage of the foxes, and have there-- 
fore fet, for fome years paft, a price upon their heads,' 
which, as the number was diminiftied, has been gra- 
dually raifed, from three fhillings and fixpence to a- 
guinea, a fum fo great in this, part of the world, that 
in a fliort time Sty may be as free from foxes, as 
England from wolves. The fund for thefe rewards- 
is a tax of fixpence in the pound, impofed by the 
farmers on themfelves, and faid to be paid with great 
willingnefs. 

The beafts of prey in the iflands are foxes, otters, 
and weafels. The foxes are bigger than thofe of 
England ; but the otters exceed ours in a far greater 
proportion.. I faw one at Armidel^ of a fize much, 
beyond that which I fuppofed them ever to attain -, 
and Mr. Maclean^ the heir of Colj a man of middje 
ftature,,. informed me that he once fhot an otter, of 
which the tail reached the ground, when he held 
up the head to a level with his own. I expefted 
the otter to have a foot particularly formed for the 
art of fwimming; but upon examination, I did not* 
find, it differing much from that of a fpaniel. As 

he 
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lie pveyi in the fea, he does little vifible mifchief, and 
is killed only for his fur. White otters are fame' 
times feen. 

In Raafay they might have hares and rabbits, for 
they have no foxes. Some depredations, fuch as 
were never made before, have caufed a fufpicion that 
a fox has been lately landed in the ifland by fpite or 
wantonnefs, ^ This imaginary ftranger has never yet 
been feen, and therefore, perhaps, the mifchief was 
done by fome other animal. It is not likely that a 
creature fo ungentle, whofe head could have been 
fold in Sky for a guinea, fliould be kept alive only to 
gratify the malice of fending him to prey upon a 
neighbour : and the paffage from Sky is wider than a 
fox would venture to fwim, unlefs he were chafed by ' 
dogs into the fea, and perhaps than his ftrength would 
enable him to crofs. How beafts of prey came into 
any iflands is not eafy to guefs* In cold countries 
they take advantage of hard winters, and travel over 
the ice ; but this is a very fcanty folution i for they 
are found where they have no difcoverable means of 
coming. 

The corn of this ifland is but little. I faw the 
harveft of a fmall field. The women reaped the com, 
and the men bound up the fheaves. The ftrokes of 
the fickle were timed by the modulation of the harveft 
fong, in which all their voices were united. They ac- 
company in the Highlands every aftion, which can be 
done in equal time, with an appropriated ftrain, which 
has, they fay, not much meaning ; but its efFefts are 
regularity and cheerfulnefs. The ancient proceleuf- 
' pgiatick fpng, by which the rowers of gallies were ani- 

mated. 
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itlated, may be fuppoftd to have been of this kind. 
There is now an oar-fong- ufed by the Hebridians. 

The ground of Raafay feems fitter for cattle than 
for corn, and of black cattle I fuppofe the number is 
very great. The laird himfelf keeps a herd of four 
hundred, one hundred of which are annually fold. 
Of an extcnfive domain, which he holds in his own 
bands, he confiders the fale of cattle as repaying him 
the rent, and fupports the plenty of a very liberal table 
with the remaining produftl 

Raafay^ is fuppofed to have been v^ry long inha- 
bited; On onte fide of it they fhow caves into which 
the rude nations of the firft ages retreated from the 
weather. Thcfe dreary vaults might have had other 
tifes. There is ftill a cavity near the houfe called the 
oar-cave^ in which the feamen, after one of thofe 
priratical expeditions, which in router times was very 
frequent, ufed, as tradition tells, to hide their oars. 
This. hollow was near the fea, that nothing fo nccef- 
fary might be far to be fetched ; and it was fecret, that 
enemies, if tiiey landed, could find nothing. Yet it 
is not very evident of what ufe it was to hide their oars 
from thofe, who, if they weremafters of thecoaft, could 
take away their boats. 

A proof much ftronger of the dtftance at which the 
firft poflrcflTors of this ifland lived from the prefent time, 
is afforded by the ftone heads of arrows which are very 
frequently picked up^ The people call them elf-bolts^ 
and believe that the fairies (hoot them at the cattle. 
They nearly refemble thofe^which Mr. Banks has lately 
brought from the favage countries in the Pacifick 
Ocean, and muft have been made by a nation to which 
the ufe of metals was unknown. 

The 
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The number of this little community has never 
been counted by its ruler, nor have I obtained any 
pofitive account, confiftent with the reFult of poli- 
*tical computation. Not many years ago, the late 
laird led out one hundred men upon a military ex- 
pedition. The fixth part of a people is fuppofed 
capable of bearing arms : Raafay had therefore fix 
hundred inhabitants. But becaufe it is not likely, 
that every man able to ferve in the field would fol- 
low the fummons, or that the chief would leave his 
lands totally defencelefs, or take away all the hands 
qualified for labour, let it be fuppofed, that half as 
many might be permitted to flay at home. The 
^whole number will then be nine hundred, or nine 
•to a fquare mile ; a degree of populoufnefs greater 
than thofe trafts of defolation can often (how. They 
^re content with their country, and faithful to their 
<:hiefs, and yet uninfefted with the fever of migra- 
tion. 

Near the houfe at Raafay is a chapel unroofed and 
ruinous, which has long been ufcd only as a place of 
burial. About the churches in the iflands are fmall 
fquares enclofed with ftone, which belong to particular 
families, as repofitories for the dead. At Raafay there 
is one, I think for the proprietor, and one for fome 
collateral houfe. 

It is told by Martin^ that at the death of the 
kdy of the ifland, it has been • here the cuftom to 
eredt a crofs. This we found not to be true. The 
ftones that ftandlabout the chapel at a fmall diftance, 
fome of which perhaps have crofles cut upon them, 
arc believed to have been not funeral monuments, but 

the 
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. the ancient boundaries of the fanftuary or confecratedl 
ground. 

Martin was a man not illiterate : he was an in* 
habitant of Skyj and therefore was within reach of 
intelligence, and with no great difficulty might have 
vifited the places which he undertakes to defcribe; 
yet with all his opportunities, he has often fuffered 
himfelf to be deceived. He lived in the laft cen- 
tury, when the chiefs of the clans had loft little of 
their original influence. The mountains were yet 
unpenetrated, no inlet was opened to foreign no- 
velties, and the feudal ' inftitutions operated upon 
life with their full force. He might therefore have 
difplayed a feries of fubordination and a form of 
government, which in more luminous and im- 
proved regions, have been long forgotten, and have 
delighted his readers with many uncouth cuftoms 
that are now difufed, and wild opinions that pre- 
vail no longer. But he probably had not know- 
ledge of the world fufficient to qualify him for 
judging what would deferve or gain the attention 
of mankind. The mode of life which was familiar to 
himfelf, he did not fuppofe unknown to others, nor 
imagined that he could give pleafure by telling that 
of which it was, in his little country, impoffible to be 
gnorant. 

What he has neglefted cannot now be performed. 
In nations, where there is hardly the ufe of letters, 
what is once out of fight is loft for ever. They 
think but little, and of their few thoughts, none 
are wafted on the paft, in which they are neither in- 
tcrefted by fear nor hope. Their only regifters arc 

ftated 
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ftated obfcrvances and praftical reprefentations. For 
this reafon an age of ignorance is an age of ceremony. 
Pageants, and proceflions, and commemorations, gra- 
dually Ihrink away, as better methods come into ufc 
,of recording events, and preferving rights. 
• It is not only in Raafay that the chapel is unroofed 
andufelefs; through the few iflands which we viiGted 
we neither faw nor heard of any houfe of prayer, ex- 
cept in Skyy that was not in ruins. The malignant 
influence of Calvinifni has blafted ceremony and de- 
cency together; and if the remembrance of papal fu- 
perftition is obliterated, the monuments of papal piety 
are like wife, effaced. 

It has been, for many years, popular to talk of the 
lazy devotion of the Romijk clergy ; over the fleepy 
lazinefs of men that erefted churches, we may indulge 
our fuperiority with a new triumph, by comparing 
it with the fervid activity of thofe who fufFer them 
to falU 

Of the deftruftion of churches, the decay of religion 
muft. in time be the confequence ; for while the pub- 
lick ads of the miniftry are now performed in houfes, a 
very fmall number can be prefent ; and as the greater 
part of the iflanders make no ufe of books, all muft 
HecefTarily live in total ignorance who want the oppor- 
tunity of vocal inftrudion. 

From thefe remains of ancient fanftity, which are 
every where to be found, it has been conjedVured 
that, for the laft two centuries, the inhabitants of 
the iflands have decreafed in num.ber. This argu- 
ment, which fuppofes that the churches have been 
fufFered to fall, only becaufe they were no longer ne- 

ceflary. 
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eeffary, would have fome force, if the houfcs 'of Wdf- 
(hip ftill remaining were fufBcient for the people. But 
fince they have now no churches at all, thcfe vepera- 
ble fragments do not prove the people \Df former times 
to have been more numerous, but to have been mofc 
devout. If the inhabitants were doubled, with their 
prefent principles, it appears not that anyprovifion for 
publick worfhip would be made. Where the religion 
of a country enforces confecrated buildings, the num- 
ber of thofe buildings may be fuppofcd to afford fome 
indication, however uncertain, of the populoufnefs of 
the place ; but where by a change of manners a nation 
is contented to live without them, their decay implies 
no diminution of inhabitants. 

Some of thefe dilapidations are faid to be found in 
iflands now uninhabited ; but I doubt whether we can 
thence infer that tliey were ever peopled. The reli- 
gion of the middle age is well known to have placecl 
too much hope in lonely aufterities. Voluntary foli- 
tude was the great art of propitiation, by which crimes 
were effaced, and confcicnce was appealed; it ii 
therefore not unlikely, that oratories were often built 
in places where retirement was fure to have no dit 
turbance, 

Raafay has little that can detain a traveller, ex- 
cept the laird and his family ; but their power wants 
no auxiliaries. Such a feat of hofpitality, amidft 
the winds and waters, s fills the imagination with 4 
delightful contrariety of images. Without is the 
rough ocean and the rocky , land, the beating bil** 
lows and the howling dorm : within is plenty and 
•elegance, beauty and gaiety, the fong and the 

dance* 
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liance. In Raafay^ if I could have fottfiid an V^s^ I 
iiad fancied a ¥ha4€U. 

D U K V E G A N. 

At Raafay^ by good fortune, Mafleodj fo the chief 
«f the clan is called, was paying a vifit, and by him 
we were invited to his feat at Dunvegan. Raiijay haS 
n flout boat, built in N^r^Way^ in which, with fix dars^ 
he conveyed us back to Sky. We landed at Port Re^ 
fo called, becaufe Jams the Fifth of Scotland^ who had 
curiofity to vifit the iflands, came into it. The port 
is made by an inlet of the fea,deep and narrow^ where 
a (hip lay waiting to difpeople Sky^by carrying the Na- 
tives away to America. 

In coafting Sky^ We pafled by the caVern in which 
it was the cuftom, as Martin relates, to catCh birds 
in the night, by oiaking a fire at the entrarlce. This 
practice is difufed ; fof the bifds, as is kikown oftea 
to happen, haVe changed their bavtnts. 

Here we dined at a publick houfe, I believe the 
only inn of the ifland, and having mounted our 
horfes, tra»velled in the manner already defcribed^ 
till we came to Kinpiorougi, a place diftiiigiiifhed 
by that name, becaufe the li^ng lodged here when 
he landed at Port Re. We were entcrtaiped with 
the ufual hfofpitality by Mr. Macdona/d and his lady 
fkra Matdmaldy a name that will be mentioned in 
hiftory, and if courage and fidelity be virtues, men* 
tioned with honour. Sfa^ is a wonlan of twiddle 
i^ture, foft feature:^ gentle manners, and elqgani: 
prefeace. 

Vol. VIII. y & 
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In the morning we fent our boHes round a prrf» 
montory to meet us, and fpared ourfelves.part of thi 
day's fatigue, by crofling an. arm of the fea. We 
had at lad fome diiEcuIty in coming to Dunvegani 
for our Way led over an extenfive moor, where e\rery 
ftep was to be taken with caution, and we were ofteii 
obliged to alight, becaufe the ground could not be 
trufted. In travelling this watcfry flait, 1 perceived 
that it had a vifible declivity, and might without much 
expence or difficulty be drained* But diiEculty and 
expence are relative terms, which have different mean* 
ings in different places. 

To Dunvegan we came, very willing to be at reft^ 
and found our fatigue amply recompenfed by our 
reception^ Lady Macleedy who had lived many years 
in £ng/andi w^. newly come hither with her fon and 
four daughters, who knew j^ the arts of fouthem ele- 
gance, and all the modes of Englifti oeconomy. Here 
therefore we fettled, and did not fpoil the preient hour 
.with thoughts of departure. 

Dunvegan is a rocky prominence^ that jttts out 
into a bay, on the weft fide of Sky. The houfe, 
which is the principal feat of Macleody is partly old 
and partly modern ^ it is built upon the rock, and 
looks upon the water. - It forms two fides of a finall 
fquare: on. the third fide is the ikeleton of a caftlt 
of unknown antiquity, fuppofed to have been a 
Norwegian fortrefs, when, the Danes were matters of 
the iflands* It is fo nearly entire,*^ that it might 
have eafily been made habitable, were there not an 
ominous tradition in the family, that the owner 
Ihall not long oulive the reparation. The grand- 
father 
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father of the prcfent laird, in defiance of prediction, 
began the work, but defifled in a little tiinc^ and ap«> 
plied his money ta worfe ufes. 

As the inhabitants of the Hebrides lived, for many 
agesj in contintial expeftation of hoftilities, the chief 
of every clan refided in a fortrcfs. This houfe was 
acceffible only from the water, till the laft poffeflbr 
opened an^ entrance by ftairs upon the land. 

They had formerly reafon to be afraid, not only of 
declared wars and authorized invaders, or of roving 
pirates, which, in the northern feas, muft have been 
very common j but of inroads and infults from rival 
clans, who, in the plenitude of feudal independence, 
afked no leave of their fovcreign to make war on one 
another. Sky has been ravaged by a feud between 
the two mighty powers of Macdonald and Maclevd. 
Macdonald having married a Madeody upon fome 
difcontent difmifled her, perhaps becaufe (he had 
brought him t>o children* Before the reign of Jamei 
the Fifth, a Highland laird made a trial of his wife 
for a certafn time, and if (lie did not pleafc him, he 
was then at liberty to fend her away. This however 
muft always have offended, and Macleod refenting 
the injury, whatever were its circumftances, declared^ 
that the wedding had bedn folemnized without a 
bonfire, but that the feparation (hould be better il- 
luminated % and raiting a little army^ fet. fire to the 
territories of Macdonald^ who returned the vi(it, and 
prevailed. 

Another ftory rtiay (how the diforderly ftate of 
infular neighbourhood. The inlubitants of the iffe 
of Eggy meeting a boat manned )^ Ma^le^ds^ i\sA 

U a ' the 
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tbe cfcw hand and foot, and fet them a-drift. Ma/f;^ ^ 
leod landed upon Eggj and demanded the offenders i 
but the inhabitants refufing to furrender them, re- 
treated to a cavernj into which they thought theif 
enemies unlikely to follow therti. Maclead chqted 
them with fmoke^ and fcft them lying dead by fami- 
Jies as they ftood. 

Here the violence of the weather confined tis for 
fometime, not at all to our difcofitent or inconvcni^ 
^nce. We would indeed very willingly have vifited 
the iflands, which m^ht be feen from the houfe Mat- 
tered in the fea, and I wasparticdarly defirons to have 
viewed Ifay ; but the ftorras did not |)ermit us to 
launch a boat,, and we were condemned ta liften in 
idlenefs to the wind, except when we were better en-s 
gaged by liftening to the ladies. 

We had heie more wind than Waves^ and fuffered 
the fcvcrity of a tempcft, without enjoying its mag-* 
nificence. The fea being broken by the multitude 
of iflands^ does not j?oar with fo miKh noife, nor beat 
the ftorm with fuch foamy violence, as J have re- 
marked on the coaft of Sufex. Though, while I was 
in the Hebrides, the wind was extremely turbulent, I 
©ever faw very high billows. 

The country about Dunvegan is roagh and baiv 
ren. There are no trees, except in the orchard^ 
which is a low (heltercd fpot ftirrounded with a 
walU 

When this houfe was intended to fuftain a fiegc, a; 

-wdl was made in the court, by boring the rock 

downwards, till water was found, which, though (o 

• near to the .fea^ 1 have not heard mentioned as 

- - brackifti^ 
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brackifh, though it has fome hardnefs, or other qua- 
lities, which make it iefs fit for ufe ; and the family is 
now better fupplied from a ftream, which runs by the 
rock, from two pleafirig water-falls/ 

Here we faw fome traces of former manners, and 
heard fome Handing traditions. In thehoufe js kiept 
an ox's horn, hollowed fo as to hold perhaps two 
quarts, which the heir of Macleod was expedted to 
fwallow at one draught, as a teft of his manhood, be* 
fore he was permitted to bear arms, or could claim a 
feat among the men. It is held that the return of thd 
Jaird to jyunvegan^ after any confiderable abfence, pro- 
duces a plentiful capture of herrings ; and that, if anjf 
woman croffes the water to the oppofite illand, the 
herrings will defert the coaft. Boetius tells the fame 
of fome other place. This tradition is not uniform. 
Some hold that no woman may pafs, and others that 
none may pafs but a Macleod. 

Among other guefts, which the hofpitality of Dun- 
vegan brought to the table, a vifit was paid by the laird 
aiid lady of a fm^U ifland fouth of Sky^ of which the 
proper name is Mnacky which fignifies fwine. It is 
commonly called Muck^ which the proprietor not lik- 
ing, has endeavoured, without eliedt, to change to 
j^onk. It is ufual to call.gentlemen in Scot/and by the 
name of their ppfleffions, as Raajay^ Bernera^ Lock 
Buyj a praftice neceflary in countries inhabited by 
clans, where all that live in the fame territory hav^ 
one name, and niuft be therefore difcrimihated by 
fome addition. This gentleman, whofe name, I 
think, is Maclean^ (hould be regularly called Muck ; 
\>\xt the appellation, which he thinks too coarfe fdr 

U 3 his 
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his ifland, he would like dill lefs for himfelf, and 
he is therefore addreffcd by the title oi IJle of 
Muck. 

This little ifland, however it be named, is of confi- 
dcrable value. It is two Englijfi miles long, and three 
quarters of a mile broad, and confequently contains 
only nine hundred and fixty Knglijh acres. It is chiefly 
arable. Half of this little dominion the laird retains 
in his own hand, and on the other half* iiv6onehun« 
dred and fixty perfgns, who pay their rent by exported 
corn, . What rent they pay, we were not told, and 
could not decently enquire. The propprtion of the 
people to the land is fuch, as the moft fertile countries 
do not comiponly maintain. 

The Jaird having all his people under his imme-. 
diate view, feems to be very attentive to their hap-, 
pinefs. The devaftation of the fmall-pox, when it 
vifits places where it comes fcldom, is well known. 
He has difarmed it of its terror at Muack, by inocu- 
lating eighty of his peppl^. The expence was two 
(hillings »nd fixpence a head. Many, trades they can- 
not have amoQg them, but upon occafion, he fetches 
.a fmith from the ifle of Egg^ and has a taylor from 
the main land, fix times a year. This iiland well dei- 
ferved to be fcen, but the laird's abfencc left us no 
opportunity. 

Every inhabited iiland has its appendant and fubor^ 
dinate iflets. Muck^ however fmall, has yet others 
fmaller about it, one of which has only ground fufficr- 
ent to afford pafture for three wethers^ 

At Dunvegan I had tafted Iqtus, and was in danger 
pf forgetting that I was ever to depart, till Mr. 

Bo/weti 
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Sofiveli %ely reproached mc wifh ipy lluggift>wrs)ji|id 
£pft.neis, J had no very forcible defence to m^kej 
and we agreed to purfiie our journey. Macleod^Q^ 
compariied us- to IJlini/h^^hmQ w^ were w.t^rtaine^ by 
the (heriff of the ifland^ 

U LI N I S H. 

Mr. Mi^cquem travelled with us, and direded our 
attention to all that was worthy of obfervation. With 
bim we went to fee an ancient building, called a duii, 
or borough, Jt was a. circular inelofure, about forty- 
^ two feet in diftiiif ter, walled round with loofe ftones,. 
perhaps to the height of nine feet. The walls are 
vtiy thick, diminifhing a little towards the top, an<t 
though in thefe countries ftone is not brought for, pitift 
have beep r^ifed with much labour. Within the greab 
(jircie were feveral fmaller rounds of wall, which 
formed diftind apartpients. Its date and its .ufe zxe 
unknown. Some fuppofe it the original feat of the 
chiefs of the Madeods. Mr, Macqueen (hpught it ,% 
JDani/h fort, 

The; eiitr^nc^ is covered with flat Hones, and i$ 
narrow, becaufe it' was neceflE^*y that the ftones which 
lie over it, fliould reach from 6ne wall to the others 
yet, ftraitas the paflage is, they feem heavier tb4» 
could have been placed wher? they ndw lie^ by. tho 
naked ftreng^h of asoiany men a$. uiight ftand. about 
them. They were probably ?aifed;;by putting long 
pieces of vyood under therp, to vyhich theaa;ion'of 4 
longlin^ pf lifters might be applied, :^Savagei5, in all 
countries, hf^ve p^ti^nce proportionate to tlieir.unikiiTt 
fulnefs, and are content to attain thgjr end by very tg^ 
dious methods. 

. y 4 If 
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If it was ever roofed^ it might once have been a 
dwelling, but as there is ndi pi^i^ifion for watefi it 
could not have been a fortrefs. In Sky^ as in every' 
other place, there is an ambition of eicalting whatever 
has furvived memory, to fome important ufe, and 
referring it to very remote ages. I am inclined to 
fufpeft, that in lawlefs times, when the inhabitants 
of every mountain ftole the cattle of their neighbour, 
Aefe enclof^res were ufed to fccurc th^ herds and 
locks in the night. When they were driven within 
the wall, they might be eafily watched, and defended 
as long as could be needfulj for the W)bbers durft not 
Vf^\t till the injured clan Ihould find them in the 
morning. 

The interior enclofures, if the whde building were 
once a houfe, were the chambers of the chief inhabi- 
tants. If it was a place of feeurity for <*attle, they 
were probably the (belters of the keepers. 

From the Dun we were conduced to another place 
§( fecAitityi, a cave carried a great way under ground, 
which had been difcovered by digging after a fox"* 
THefo ctfves, of which many ^have been found j and 
jftany ppobably remain concealed, are formeds I be- 
^fievo, commonly by taking advantage of a hollow, 
where banks or rocks rife on either fide. If no fuch 
place^ oaa^ be f<)und, the ground mufl? be cut away. 
The waills are made by piling ftones ^ainft the earth, 
C^ either fide. It is then roofed by large ftones laid 
' atopofs the cavern, which thei^fore cannot be wide. 
t>y^ the Mof, turiPs were placed, and grafi was ftif- 
fered to grow y and the mouth was concealed by 
b^riBies, Of fome other cover. 

Thefe 
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Thefe caves were rcprcfcntcd to us as the cabins 
of the firft rude inhabitants, of which, however, I 
am by no means perfuaded. This was fo.low, that 
no man could ftand upright in it. By their con* 
ftrudtion they are all fo narrow, that two can never 
pafs along them together, and being fubterraneous^ 
they muft be always damp. They are not the work 
of an age much ruder than the prefent ; for they are 
formed with as much art as the conftruftion of 4 
common hut requires. I imagine tliem to hav« 
been places only of occafionai ufe, in which the 
iflander, upon a fudden alarm^ hid his utenfils» or 
his clothes, and perhaps iibsietimes his wi£8 and 
children. 

• This cave we entered, but could not proceed the 
whole length, and went away without knowing how« 
far it was carried. For this oauiSoh we (hall be 
blamed, as we perhaps have blamed other travellers $ 
but the day was rainy, and the ground was damp* 
We had with us neither fpades nor pickaxes, and if 
love of eafe furmounted oiu* defire of knowledge, the 
C^ence has not the mvidiouihefs of fingularity. 

Edifices, either ftanding or rumed, are the chief re* 
cords of an illiterate nation. In fome part df this 
journey, at no great diftance from our way» flood a 
ihattcu'ed forttefs, of which the learned minifter» to 
whc^e communicatioa we are n>uch indebted^ gave us 
#n account. 

Tbofe, faid he, are the walls of a place of refuget 
built ia the time of James the Sixth, by Ht^b Mac^ 
dtmeUds wk> was next heir to the dignity and fortune 
ef his cl\ief« Hx^b^ beiog £b near bis wifli, was 

impatient 
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impatient of delay ; and had art and influence fuffi-. 
cient to engage feveral gentlemen in a plot agaiiift the 
laird's life. Something rnuft- be ftipulated on both 
fides ; for they would not dip their hands in blood 
merely for HugA's advancement. The compad was 
formally written, figned by the confpirators, a,nd placed 
in the hands of one Macleod^ 

It.happened that Maclead had fold fomc cattle to 
a drover, who not having ready money, gave him. a 
bond for payment. The debt was difcharged, and 
the bond re-demanded j which Maeleodj who co^ld not 
read, intending to jput into his hands, gave him the 
confpiracy^ The drover, whpn h^ had read the paper, 
delivered it privately to Macdonald^ who being thus 
informed of his danger, called his friends together, 
and provided for his fafety. He made a publick feaft, 
and inviting ifugk Macdonald and. his confederates, 
placed each of them at the table between two men 
of known fidelity. The compaft of confpiracy was 
then (hown, and every man confronted with his own 
name.. iWii/:<sfo«a/</'a<9:ed with great moderation. He 
upbraided Hugh both with difloyalty and ingratitude i 
biit told the reft, that he confidered them as men de- 
luded and piiQnfcM-med. Hugh was fworn to fidelity, 
and difnjifled with his companions ; but he was «ot 
generous enough to ♦be reclaimed, by lenity; and 
finding no longer any countcnai^ce among the gentle- 
men, endeavoured to execute the fame-defi^ by 
meaner hands. In this prafticfe he was deteded, 
taken to Macdonald's caftle, and. imprifonod in the 
dungeon* When he was hungrj", they Mt/ down a 
plentiful' meal qf falted meat ; , and .when^^. aft^ir- his 
^ . repaft^ 
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rcpaft, he called for drink, conveyed to him a 
covered cup, which, when he lifted the lid, he founci 
empty. From that time they vifited him no more, 
but left him to perifh in folitude and darknds. 

We were then told of a cavern by the fea^fide, re- 
markable for the powerful reverberation of founds* 
After dinner we took a boat, to explore this curiou$ 
cavity. The boatmen, who feemed to b^ of a rank 
above that of common drudges, enquired who the 
flrangers were, and being told we came one from 
Scatland^ and the other from England^ aiked if the 
Engliflman could recount a long genealogy. .What 
anfwer was given them, the converfation being in 
£r/"^, I was not much inclined to examine. 

They expedted no good event of the voyage ; for 
one of them declared that he heard the cry of an Eng-^ 
Vtjh ghoft. This omen I was not told till after our 
return, and therefore cannot cl^im the dignity of dc- 
fpifing itt 

The fea was fmooth.. We never left the fliore, 
and came without any difafter to the cavern, which we 
found rugged and misfliapen, about one hundred ^nd 
eighty feet long, thirty wide in the broadeft part, an4 
in the loftidft, as we gueffed, about thirty high. It was 
now dry, but at high water the fea rifes in it fiear fix 
feet. Here I faw what I had never feen before, lim- 
pets and mufcles in their natural ftate. But, as a new 
tcftimony (to the veracity of common fame, here wasf 
no echo to be heard. 

We then walked through a natural arch in the 
rock, which might have pleafed us by its novelty, 
had the ftones, *which encumbered our feet, givep us 
Jeif^re to fonfider it. ' We were (hown the |i^my 
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{ted of the kelp, that faftens itfelf to z ftone, firom 
which it grows into a ftrong ftalk. 

Iti our return, we found a little boy upon the 
point of a rock, catching with his angle a fupper 
for the family^ We rowed up to him, and bor-^ 
rowed his rody with which Mr* Bofxvell caught a 
puddy. 

The cuddy is a fifli of which I know not the 
philofophical name. It is not much bigger than a 
gu<!^eon, but is of great ufe in thefe iflands, as it 
affords the lower people both food and oil for their 
iamps. .Cuddies are fo abundant, at fonie times of 
the y«ar, that they are caught like white bait in the 
Thames^ o;ily by dipping a bafket and drawing it 
Vack. 

If it were always prafticable to fifh, thefe iflands 
could never be in much danger from famine ; but un- 
happily, in the winter, when other provifion fails, the 
feas are commonly too rough for nets, or boats^ 

TALISKER IN SKY. 

From Ulinijh our next ftagc was to "Talijker^ the 
houfe of colonel Macleody an officer in the Dutch 
fervice, who in this time of univerfal peace, has 
for feveral years been permitted to be abfent from 
Jiis regiment. Having been bred to phyfick, he is 
confequently a fcholar, and his lady, by accom- 
pany jiig him in his different places of refidence, is 
become ^ilful in feveral languages. Talijker is the 
place beyoncj ^11 that I have feen, fronl which the 
gay and the jovi^ feem utterly excluded ; and where 
Jhe hermit might e^jpeft to gro^y o^ '\p, meditation, 

. ' ♦ ' withoiit 
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without poflibility of difturbance or interruption. It 
is fituated very near the fea, but upon a coaft where 
no veifel lands but when it is driven by a tempeft on 
the rock$4 Towards the landa^ lofty hills ftreaming 
with water-falls. The garden is fhcltered by firs, or • 
pines, which grow there fo profpcrouily, that fome, 
which the prefent inhabitant planted, arc very Iwgb 
and thick. 

At this place we very happily met with Mr. Bmtald 
Maclean^ a young gentleman, theeldcftfon of the laird 
of Goli heir to a very great extent of land, and fo de-» 
firous of improving his inheritance, that he fpent a 
confiderablc time among the formers of HertfordJInre 
and HampJkirCy to learn their praftice. He worked 
with his own hands at the prihcipal operations of agri- 
Culture, that he might not deceive himfelf by a falfe 
opinion of ikilU which if he fhould find it deficient 
^t home, he had no means of completing. If the 
world has agreed to praife the trayels and manual 
labours of the czar of Mtijcmy^ let Col have his (hare 
of the like applaufe, in the proportion of his dominions 
to the empire of Rnjfia. 

This young gentleman was fporting in the moun- 
tains of Skyj and when he was weary with following 
his game, repaired for lodging to falijker. At night 
he rhifled one of his dogs, and when he went to feefc 
him in the morning, found two eagles feeding on hia 
carcafe. 

CqI^ for he muft be named by his pofleiSons, hear- 
ing that our intention was to vifit Jana^ oflEercd to 
condud us to his chief. Sir Allan Maclean^ who lived 
in the ifle of Inch Kenneth^ and would readily find 

us 
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us a convenient psiflage. From this time was formed 
an acquaintance, which being begun by kindnefs, 
was accidentally continued by conftraint j we derived 
much plcafure from ;t, and I hope have given him no 
rcafon to repent it* • ' 

The weather was now almoft one continued ftorm, 
and we were to fnatch fome happy intermiffion to be 
conveyed to Mu//^ the third ifland of the Hebrides^ ly- 
ing about a degree fouth of Sky^ whence we might 
cafily find our way to Inch Kepnetky where Sir Allah 
Maclean rcfidcd^ and afterward to 5S^»/7. 
. For this pufpofe, the moft commodious ftation that 
we Gouid take was Armidel^ which Sir Alexander Mac- 
donald had now left tqa gentleman who lived there as 
his faftor or fteward* . 

In our way to Armidelvrzs Coriatachan^ where we had 
already been, and to which therefore wc wer« very 
wHling to return* We (laid however fo long at Ta^ 
lijker^ that a great part of our journey was performed 
inthegloomof the evening. In travelling even thus 
almoft without light tl^rough naked folitude, when 
there is a guide whofe condudt may be trufted, a 
mind not naturally too much difpofed to fear, may 
preferve fome degree of cheerfiilnefs \ but what muft 
be the folicitud« of him who (hould be wandering, 
among the crags and hollows, benighted, ignorant, 
and alone ? 

The fidions of the Gotkick romances were not fo 
remote from credibility as they are now thought. In 
the full prevalence of the feudal inftitution, when vio- 
lence defolated the world, and every baron lived in a 
fortrefs, forefts andcaftles were regularly fuCcecded 
by each other, and the adventurer might very fud- 

denly 
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denly pafs from the gloom of woods, or the ru^jed- 
hcfs of moors, to feats of plenty, gaiety, andm^^ni- 
ficeiice. Whatever is imaged in the.wildeft tale, if 
giants, dragons, and enchantment be excepted, would 
be felt by him, who, wandering in the mountains 
without- a guide, or upon the fea without a pilots 
(hould be carried amidil iiis terror and uncertainty, to 
the hofpitality and elegance of Raafay or Dunvegan. 

To Coriatachan at lad we came, and found our^ 
fdves welcomed as before. Here .we flaid two days^ 
and made fuch enquiries as curiofity fuggeiled. Tha 
houfe was filled with company, ampng whom Mr* 
Macpherfon and his iiiler diilinguiOied themfelves by 
their politenefs and a<icompli(hments. By him we 
were invited to Oftigy a houfe not far from Armidel^ 
where we might eafily hear of a boat, when the wea-» 
thcr would fuffer us to leave the ifland. 

OSTIG IN SKY- 

At OJiig^ of which Mr. Macpherfon is minifter, we 
were entertained for ibme days, then removed to 
ArmideU where we finifhed our obfervations on tbp 
ifland of Sky. 

As this ifland lies in the fiftyrfeventh degree, the 
air cannot be fuppofed to have much warmth. The 
long continuance of the fun above the horizon, does 
indeed fometimes produce great heat in northern 
latitudes ; but this cau only happen in flieltered places^ 
where the atmofphere is to a certain degree ftagnant, 
and the fame mafs of air continues to receive for 
many hours the rays of the fun, and the vapours of 
the earth. Sky lies open on the wefl; and north to a 

vaft 
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raft extent of ocean, and is cooled in the futntner bj 
a perpetual ventilation, but by the fame blafts is kept 
warm in winter. Their weather is not plealing. Half 
the year is deluged with rain« From the autumnal 
to the vernal equinox, a dry day is hardly known^ 
except when the ihdwers are fufpended by a tempeft. 
Under fuch ikies can be expeded no great exuber-^^ 
ance of vegetation* Their winter overtakes their 
fuimBer, and their barveft lies upon the ground 
.drenched with rain. The autumn ftru^les hard to 
produce fome of our early fruits. I gathered gpde-* 
berries in Septembir -, but they were fmall, and the 
bufk was thick. 

The winter is fekJom fuch as puts a full ftop to 
the growth of plants, or reduces the cattle to live 
wholly on the furp]ufage of the fummer. In the year 
feventy-one they had a fevere feafo*i, remembered by 
the name of the Black Spring, from which the iiland 
has not yet recovered. The {how lay long upon the 
ground, a calamity hardly known before. Part of 
their cattle died for want, part were unfcaibnably ibid 
to buy fuftenance fgr the owi^rs ; and,, what I have 
not read or heard of before, the kine that furvived 
were fo emaciated and difpirited, that, they did not 
require the male at the ulual time. Many of the toe- 
bucks periQied. 

The ibil, as in other countries, has its diverfitie&i 
In fome parts there is only a thin layer of earth fpread 
upon a rock, which bears nothing but ihort browil 
heath, and perhaps is not ' generally capable of any 
better produd. There are many bogs or mojQfes of 
greater or lefs extent, where the foil cannot be fi^* 
pofed to want depths though it is too wet for the 

plough. 
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)ffioi]gh. Bat wa did not obferve in thefe any aqultick 
plants* The vallies a,|id the mountains . arc alike 
darkened with heath. Some grafs^ however, grow^ 
bere and there, and fome happier fpots of earth Jlre 
Capable of tillage* 

• Tlieir agriculture is laborious, arid perhaps rathetf 
feeble than unikilfuU Their chirf mahure is fea-weedj 
which, when thfey lay it to rot upon the fields gives 
thetp a better crop than thdfe of the Higklandsi They 
heap fea-fliells upon the dunghill, which in time 
irtoulder into a fertilifing fubftance* When they jfind 
a vein of earth where they cannot life it^ they dig 
it up, and add it to the mould of a more commodious 
place* 

. Their corn grounds often lie in fuch intricacies 
among the cragSi that there is no room for the actioti 
©fa team and plough. The foil is then turned up by 
manual labour, with an inftrument called a crooked 
§)ade, of a form and weight which to me appeared 
very incommodious^ arfd would perhaps be foon im- 
proved in a cotmtry where workmen could be eafily 
found aiKi eAfily paidi It has a iiarrow blade of iron 
fixed to a lodg «nd hfcavy piece of wood, which mutt 
have, about a foot and a Half above the iron, a knee 
tH" flexure with the artgle downwards^ When the 
farmer encounters a ftdne^ which is the great impe*^ 
tiiment t)f his operations,* he drives the blade under it^ 
aiid bringing the knee or angle to the ground, has ia 
the long handle a very forcible lever. 

According to thcl different mode of tillage^ farms 
jirc diftinguilhed into Img land zxAJliort land. Long 

Vol., VIIL X land 
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land is that which aflfords room for a plough, and (t^ort 
l&nd is turned up by the fpade. 

The graiii Which they commit to the fui'rows thus' 
tedioufly formed, iis either oats or barley. They do 
not few barley without very copious manure, and then 
fhey expert frdm it tetl forone, afn ihCfcafe'cqtilal to that 
of better countries ; but the culture is fo operofe that 
they content themfelves dommonJy with oats ; fend who 
tan relate without compaffion, that after all their dili- 
gence they are to expeft only a triple increafe ? It is in 
vaih to hope for plenty, when a third part of the haf* 
veft miift be refer ved for feed. . ' ^ 

• When their grain is arrived at ^he ftat^ Vvhicli they 
muft confider as ripenefs, they do not cut, but pull the 
barley : to the oats they &pply the fickle^ Whteel car- 
4-iages they have none, but make a frame of timbdP 
Vhich is drawn by one horfe with the two points be- 
iiind preffing on the ground. On this they fometimes 
idrag home their (heaves, but often convey ♦hem home 
-in a kind of <^pen pani^r, or frame ^f fticks tip<in th16 
liorfe's back. 

• Of that which is obtained with fo 'mudi difficUityj 
- iiothing furely ought to be wafted $ yet thek method 

of clearing their oats from the hufk is by pardring 

4hem in the ftraw. Thus with the gentfinc improvi- 

' dence of favages, they deftroy that fodder for^vant of 

* which their cattle may perifti. From this praftice they 
have two petty conveniencies : they dry the gi^ain fo 

* that it is eafily reduced to meal, and they efcape the 

• ''"theft of the threfher. The tafte contfafted from the 
^fire by the oats, as by every other fcordied ftibftances 

* ' ufc 
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life ihuft long ago have made grateful. The oats that 
are not parched muft be dried in a kiln. 

•'Tlie barns of Sky I never faw* That which Mac-* 
Jeodoi Racfay had ereded near his houfe was fo con- 
trived, becaufe the harveft is feldom brought home 
dry, as by perpetual perflatioti to prevent the mow 
from heating; 

Of their gardens I can judge only from their tables. 
I did notobferve that the commdri greens were want- 
ing, and fuppofe, that by choofing an advantageous 
expofrtioq, they can raife all the more hardy efculent 
plants. Of vegetable fragrance or beauty they are not 
yet ftudious. Few vows are made to Flora in the 
Hebrides i . . 

They gather a little hay^ but the grafs is mown late ; 
^ and is fo often dmoft dry and again very wet, before it 
is houfedj that it becomes a colledion of withered 
ftalks without tafte or fragrance ; it mufl be eaten by 
cattle that have nothing elfe, but by moft Englifli 
farmers would be thrown away. 

In the iflands I liave not heard that any fiibter- 
.raneous treafures have been difcovered, though where 
there are motintains^ there are commonly minerals. 
One of the rocks in Col has a black vein, imagine4 
to confift of the ore of lead 3 but it was never yet 
45>ened or effayed. In ^hy a black m^s was 5icel* 
..dentally picked np, and brought into thjs houfe of %h^ 
owner of the land, who founcj himfelf ftrongly in** 
xlined to think it 3 coal, but unhappily it did not 
Jburn in the chimney. Common ores would be here of 
no great valuer for what requires to be feparated 
jby iw^ muft^ if it were found, be carried away in iU 

X a mineral 
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mineral ftate, here being no fewel for the fmelfmg- 
houfe or forge.. Perhaps by diligent fearch in this 
world /of ftone, fome valuable fpecies of marble might 
be difcovered. But neither philofophical curiofity, 
nor commerical induftrjs have yet fixed their abode 
here, where the importunity of immediate want, fup- 
plied but for the day, and craving on the morrow, has 
left little room for excurfive knowledge, or the plead- 
ing fanciies of diftant profit. 

They have lately found a manufadurc confider- 
ably lucrative. Their rocks abound with kelp, a 
fea-plant, of which the allies are melted into glafs. 
They burn kelp in great quantities, and then fend it 
away in fhips, which come regularly to purchafethem^ 
This new fource of riches has raifed the rents of 
many maritime farms; but the tenants pay, like all 
other tenants, the additional rent with great unwil-* 
lingnefs ; becaufe they confider the profits' of the 
kelp as the mere produft of perfonal labour, to which 
tlie landlord contributes nothing. However, as any 
man may be faid to give what he gives the power of 
gaining, he has certainly as much right to profit from 
the price of kelp as of any thing elfe found or raifed 
upon his ground. 

This new trade has excited a long and eager Ihi- 
gatibn between Macdonald and Macleod^ for a ledge of 
rocks, which, till the value of kelp was known, nei- 
ther of them defircd the reputation of pofleffing. 
; The cattle of Sky are not fo fmall as is commonly 
^relieved. Since they have fent their beeves in great 
numbers to fouthern marts, they have probably taken 
more care of their breed. At ftated times the ann^^ 
' * * •"*• growth 
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growth of cattle is driven to a fair, by a general drover, 
and with the money, which he returns to the farmer, 
the rents are paid. 

The price regularly expefted, is from two to three 
pounds a head : there was ouce one fold for five 
pounds. They go from the iflands very lean, and are , 
not offered to the butcher till they have been long ^ 
fetted in Englijh paftures. 

Of their black cattle fome are without horns, calU 
ed by the Scots^ humble cows, as we call a bee an hum- 
ble bee, that wants a fting. Whether this difference 
be fpecifick, or accidental, though we inquired with^ 
great diligence, we could not be informed. We are 
not very fure that the bull is ever without horns, 
though we have been told, that fuch bulls there are. 
What is produced by putting a horned and unhorned 
male and female together, no man has ever tried that 
thought the refult worthy of obfervation. 

Their horfes are, like their cows, of a moderate 
fize. 1 had no difficulty to mount myfelf commo- 
dioufly by the favour of the gentlemen. I heard of 
very little cows in Bariruy and very little horfes in 
jR«w, where perhaps no care is taken to prevent that 
diminution of fize, which mufl always happen, where 
the greater and the lefs copulate promifcuoufly, and 
the young animal is retrained from growth by penury 
of fuftenance. 

The goat is the general inhabitant of the earth, 
complying with every difference of climate and ot 
foil. The goats of the Hebrides are lii^e others \ nor 
did Irhear any thing of their flxeep to be particularly 
Xpniirk^, 

.: X3 la 
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*In the penury of thefe malignant regions, nothing ^ 
h left that can'bc converted to food. The goats and 
the fheep are milked like the cows. A fingle meal- 
of a goat is a quart, and of a flieep a pint. Such 
at leaft was the account, whicli I could fextrad from 
thofe of whom I am not fure that they erer h^ in- 
quired. 

The mill^ of goats Is much thinner than that of- 
cr>ws, and that of fheep is much thicker. Sheep'^ 
milk is never eaten before it is boiled j as it is thick, 
it muft be very liberal of curd, and the people of St, 
^ilda form it into fmall cheefes. 

The flags, of the mountains are lefs than thofe of 
our parks or forefts, perhaps not bigger than our fal- 
low dect. Their flcfh has no ranknefs, nor is inferi- 
our in flavour to our common venifon. The roebuck 
I neither faw nor tafled. Thefe are not countries for 
a regular diafe. The deer are not driven with horn$ 
and hounds. A fportfman, with his gun in his hand, 
watches the animal, ^nd when he has wounded-him,* 
traces him by the blood. 

They have a race of brinded greyhounds larger 
and ftronger than thofe with which we courfc hares^" 
and thofe are the only dogs ufed by them for the 
chafe, 

. Man is by the ufe pf fire-arms made fo much an- 
pvermatch for other animals, that in all countries,' 
where they are in life, the wild part of the creatioq 
fenfibly diminifhes. There will probably not be longj 
either ftags or roebucks in the iflands. All the beafli 
pf chafe would have been lofl long ago. in countrieai 
^ell inhabited, had they not b^en preferved by law^ 
fo^ the pl^afure pf thpTich^ 

Thef9 
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TheFp are ija Sky neither rats nor mice, but the 
weafel is. fo frequent, that he is heard in houfes rat- 
tling behind chefts or beds, as rats in England. They 
probably owe to his predopiinance that they have no 
other vernxin ; for fince the great rat took pofTefllon 
of this part of the world, fcarce a Ihip can touch at 
any port» but fome of his race are left behin(^. 
They have witliin thefe few years began to infeft the 
ifle of Co/, where being left by fome trading veflel, 
they have increafed for want of weafels to oppofe 

them* 

The inhabitants of Skyy and of the other iflands, 
.which I have feen, are commonly of the middle ft^* 
,turp, with fewer among them very tall ,or.very (hort, 
than are feer^ in England; or perhaps, as their. num- 
bers are frn^^ll, the chances of any deviation from the 
cpmmon meafure are neceflarily few. The talleft 
men that I fj^w are among thofe of higher rank. In 
^regions pf barref^nefs and fcarcity^ the, human race is 
hindered in its growth by the fame caufes as other 
j^imals.. 

The ladies have as much beauty here as. in other 
;placeiS, but bloom and foftnefs are not to be expeded 
.^o^g the lower clafles, whofe faces are e^pofed to 
the rudenefs of the climate, and whofe features are 
Jometimes icontradtcd by want, aaid fomctinies har- 
.dened by Jhe btafts. Suprenie beauty is feldom found 
.in cottages or workftiops, even where no real hard- 
flaips are fuffered. To expand the human face to its 
full pcrfedion, it feems neceflary that the mind fhouli 
,co-operate by placidnefs of content;^ pr confcioufneG . 
43f^fuperiority. 

X4 Th^ir 
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Their ftrength is proportionate to their fize,, but 
they are accuftomed to run upon rough ground, anfl 
therefore can with great agility ikip over the bog, w 
clamber the mountain. For a campaign in the waftes 
oi America^ foldiers better qualified could not havd 
been found, Having little work to do, they afe inert: 
^willing, nor perhaps able, to endure along contlnu-^ 
aiice of jnanual labour, and are therefore confidered 
as habitually idle, / 

Having never been ftipplied with thofeaccommdr 
datiqns, \yhich life extenfively diverfified with trades 
affords, they fupply their wants by very Infufficient 
fhifts, and endure many'inconvenienctes, which a littfe 
'^tt^ntion would eafily relieve* 1 have f^eri ahorfe 
carrying home the harveft on a crate. Under his tail 
was a ftick for a crupper, held at the two ends by 
, twifts of ftraw. Hemp will-grow in their iflands, an4 
therefore ropes may be had. If they warited hemp, 
they might make better cordage pf rufhes, or perhaps; 
pf nettles, than of ftraw.' 

Their method of life neither fecures them perpetual 
health, nor cxpofes them to any particular difeafes. 
^here are phyficians in the iflands, who, I believe, all 
praftife chirufgery, and all compound their own m^^ 
tlicines, 

}t is generally fuppofed, that life is longer in 
places where there arc few opportunities of luxury^j 
^ut I found no infbnce here of extraordinary lonn 
gevity. A cottager grows old over his oaten cakesi; 
like a citizen at. a turtle feaft, He is indeed feldom 
incommoded by corpulence. Poverty prefervesi him 
Irom fifll^ing under the t?urden of himfel^ btft 
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lie clfcsipcs no other injury of time, Inftances of long 
life are often related, which thofe who hear them an^ 
•more willing to credit than examine. To be told th» 
any man has attained a hundred years, gives hope and 
comfort to him who ftands trembling on the brink of 
lis own climafterick. 

Length of life is diftributed impartially to very dif-* 
feitnt modes of life in very different climates ; and the 
mountains have no greater examples of age and health 
than the low lands, where I was introduced to two 
iadies of high quality ; one of whom, in her ninety- 
fourth year, prefided at her table with the full exercife 
of all her powers 5 and the other has attained her 
eighty-fourtli, without any diminution of her vivacity, 
and with little reafon to accufe time of depredations 
,on her beauty. 

In the {{lands, as in moll other places, the inhabi- 
tants are of difierent raiik, and one does not encroach 
•here upon another. Where there is no commerce 
flor manufadure, he that is born poor can fcarcely be- 
come rich ; and if none arc able to buy eftates, he that 
is born to l^d cannot annihilate his family by felling 
it, This was once the ftate of thefe countries. Per- 
haps there is no example, till within a century and 
half, of any family whofe eftate was alienated other* 
wife than by violence or forfeiture. Since nioney has 
been brought araongft them, they have found, like 
others, the art of (pending more than they receive^ 
imd I faw with grief the chief of a very ancient clan, 
whofe ifland was condemned by law to be fold for the 
fetisf^dtion of his creditors^ 

The 
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The name of higheft in dignity i$ Jywd, of whick 
there arc in the extefiflve ifle of Sky only three, Ma^r . 
^naldy Macle^dy and MacHmm. The laixd \% the orir 
ginal owner of the land, whoTe naturaj pgwer muft be 
.very great where no i»an lives but by agricukyre^'an4 
where the produce of the land is not conveye4 through 
ibe labyrinths of tralBck, but pa0e3 diredly from the 
hand that gathers it to the mouth that eats it. The 
Mird has all thole in his power that live upon his 
farms. Kings, can, for the moft part, only exalt or 
idcgrade. TPhe laird at pleafure can feed or ftarvc^ 
qan give bread, or withhold it. This inherent .power 
was yet ftrengthened by th^ kindnefs of conlanguinity, 
^and th^ reverence of patriarchal jiutbority. The laird 
was the fatjiiepr.of the clan^ and his tenants commonly 
bore his name. And to thefe principles of origiflsji 
x:ommand was added, for many ag^s, an eitclufive 
jight of legal jurifdiftion. 

This multifarious and extenfive obligation operated 
with force fcarcely crediblp. Every duty, fnpral.or 
political, was abforded in ^eftion and adherence iqt 
the chief. Not many years l^ave pfifled fince the 
idans Jcnew no law but tlie laird's will He tpld them, 
to whom they fhould be friends or enemies, what 
Jcing they Ihould obey, and what religion they fliould 
profefs. 

When th^ ScoU firft rofe in arms againft the fuc« 
ceffion of the houfe of UamvcTy l/^va^t^ th^ chief of 
;^bc Frajtrsy was in exile for a rape. Tl^ Frafm 
V^re very numerous, and very zealous againft the 
government, A pardon> was f^nt to Ijyvai. He 

ca.w 
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l^rrte to the EngHJh camp, and the clan immediately 
jdeferted to him. , 

Next in dignity to the laird is the Tackfman ; a 
large t^ker or leafe-holder of land, of which he keeps 
part as a domain in his own hand, and lets part to 
underrtena'nts. The tackfman is neceffarily a man 
capable of fecuring to the lai'd the whole rent, and is 
commonly a collateral relation. Thefe tacks or fub- 
ordiriate pofleffions, were long confidered as heredi^ 
tary, and the occupant was diftinguiflied by the name 
of the place at which he refkled. . He held a middle 
ftation, by which the higheft and the loweft orders 
were connefted. He paid rent- and reverence to the 
laird, and received them from the tenants. This 
tenure ftill fubfifts,, with its original operation, but not 
with the primitive {lability. Since the iflanders, no 
longer content to live, have learned the defire of 
growing rich, an ancient dependent is in danger of 
giving way t6 a higher bidder, at the expence of do- 
meftick dignity and hereditary power. The Arranger; 
whofe money buys him. preference, confiders himfelf 
as paying for all. that he has, and is indifferent about 
the laird*s honour or fafety. The commodioufnefs 
of money is indeed great; but there are fome ad- 
vantages which money cannot buy, and which there- 
fore no wife man will by the love of money be tempt- 
ed to forego. 

I have found in the hither parts of Scotland^ men 
not defedive in judgment or general experience, who 
confider the tackfman as a ufelefs burden of the 
ground, as a drone who lives upon the product of 
gn ?ftatej without ^he right of property, or the 

merit 
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merit of labour, and who impoveriflies at once the 
landlord and the tenant. The land, fay they, is let to 
tlie tackfman at fix-pence an acre, and by him to the 
tenant at ten-pence. Let the owner be the immediate ' 
landlord to all the tenants ; if he fets the ground at 
eight-pence, he will increafe his revenue by a fourth 
part, and the tenant's burden will be diminilhed by 
a fifth. 

Thofe who purfue this train of reafoning, feem not 
fufficiently to inquire whither it will lead them, nor to 
know that it will equally (h^w the propriety of fup- 
preffing all wholefale trade, of fliutting up the (hops 
of every man who fells what he does not make, and of 
extruding all whofe agency and profit intervene be- 
tween the manufafturer and the confuraer. They 
may, by ftretching their underftandings a little wider, 
comprehend, that all thofe who, by undertaking large 
quantities of manufadture, and affording employment 
to many labourers, make themfelves corifidered as be- 
nefaftors to the publick, have only been robbing their 
workmen with one hand, and their cuflomers with the 
other* If Crowley bad fold only what he could make* 
and all his fmiths had wrought their own iron with 
their own hammers, he would have lived on lefs, and 
they would have fold their work for more. The 
falaries of fuperintendents and clerks would have been 
partly faved, and partly fhared, and nails been fome- 
times cheaper by a farthing in a hundred. But then 
if the fmith could not have found an immediate pur- 
chafer, he muft have deferted his anvil ; if there had 
by accident at any time been more fellers than buyers, 
the workmen muft have reduced their profit to no- 
thing, 
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thing, by underfelling one another; and as no great 
ftock could have been in any Hand, no fijdden de- 
mand of large quantities could have been anfwered, 
and the builder muft have ftood ftill till the nailer 
could fupply him. 

According to thefe fchemes, univerfal plenty is to 
begin aiid end in univerfal mifery. Hope and emu- 
lation will be utterly extinguifhed ; and as all muft 
'obey the call of immediate neceffity, nothing that re- 
quires extenfive views, or provides for diftant confe* 
quences, will ever be performed. 

To the fouthern inhabitants of Scotland^ the ftate<^ 
the mountains and- the iflands is equally unknown wfth 
that oi Borneo or Sumatra : of both they have only heard 
a little, and guefs the reft. They are ftrangers to the 
language and the manners, to the advantages and 
wants of the people, whofe life they would model, and 
whofe evils they would remedy. 

Nothing is lefs difficult than to procure one ton- 
venicnce by the forfeiture of another. A foldier may 
expedite his march by throwing away his arms. To 
iDanifli the tackfman is eafy, to make a country plenti- 
ful by diminifliing the people, is an expeditious mode 
t)f huft)andry; but that abundance, which there is 
nobody to enjoy, contributes little to human happi- 
licfe. 

As the mind muft govern the hands, fo in every 
fociety the man of intelligence muft direft the man of 
labour. If the tackfmen be taken away, the Hebrides 
muft in their prefent ftate be given up to groffnefs 
and ignorance; the tenant, for want of inftruftion, 
will be unfkilfulj and for want of admonition, will be 

negligent. 
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negligent. The laird, in thefe wide eftates, wlxich 
often confift of Iflands remote from one another, can- 
not extend his perfonal influence to all his tenants} 
and the fteward having no dignity annexed to his 
charafter, can have little authority among men ta%ight 
to pay reverence only to birth, and who regard thcf 
tackfman as their hereditary fuperbur } nor can the*' 
ileward have equal zeal for the prolfjerity of aft eltate 
profitable only to the laird, with the tackfman, who 
.has the laird's income involved in his own. 

The only gentlemen in the iflands are the lairdjs^thtf 
tackfmen, and the minifters, who frequently improve 
their livings by becoming farmers. If the tackfmen 
be banilhed, who will be left to imipart kAowledge^ 
or imprefs civility ? The laird muft always be at a 
niiftance from the greater part of his lands.; and if hei 
Tefides at all upon them, muil drag his days in fuli*^ 
tude, having no longer either a friend or a companion i 
he will therefore depart to fome more conrfortable 
^refidence, and leave the tenants to the wifdom 4Lnd 
ftnercy of a feftor. 

Of tenants there are difierentordens, as they have 
greater or lefs Aock. Land i^ fpo^^iimesieared to «£ 
itnall fellowfliip, who live in. a dumber of huts, caUed^ 
Tenant's Town, and are bound jointly apd ,fepai;atel|^ 
for the payment of their rent. Thefe, I believe, «m-^ 
ploy in the care of tlieir cattle and the iabout.of tillage, 

>a kind of tenants yet lower ; who baviiag a hut, with 
£ra{s for a certain number of cows and ih^cpj pay their 

' jent by ,a flipulated quantity of labour. 

The condition of donieftidc fervants, or the pBcice 

. X)f occafional labour, I .do npt know with certainty,, 

» * .4 I was 
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I i^s toid that the nlakls hare flieep, abd ire allowed 
to fpdn for Jtheir own clotbing ; perhaps they have no 
pecuniary wages, or none but in very wealthy families* 
The fbtte of life, which has hitherto been purely paC- 
toral, begins now to be a little variegated with coni- 
merce; but novelties enter by degreed, atid till One- 
mode has fully prevailed over, the other, no fettled 
notion can be formed. 

Such h the fyftem of infular fubordinatibn, wiiich 
having little variety, cannot aiford much delight id 
the view, nor long detain the mind in contempla-^ 
tion. The inhabitants were for a long time perhaps 
'not unhappy j but their content was a muddy mix- 
ture of pride and ignorance, an indifference for jSlea- 
fures which they did not know, a blind veneration 
for their chiefs, and a flrong convidion of tfadr pwa 
importance. 

Their pride has been ^ruflied by the heavy hand of 
i. vindiftive . conqueror, whofe feverities have been 
.followed by laws, which, though they cannot be called 
cruel, have produced much difcontent, becaufe they 
operate upon the furface of life, and make every eyt 
bear witnefs to fubjetftion. To be compelled to a new 
drefs has always been found painful. 

Their chiefs being now deprived 'of their juriidio 
tion, have already loft much of their influence ; and 
as they gradually degenerate from patriarchal rulers tp 
rapacious landldrds> they will diveft tbeoEirelves of the 
-little that reniains. 

That dignity which they derived firom an opiniou 
X)f their military importance, the law, which difarmed 
theni^ has abated. An dd gentieman» delighting 

himfeif 
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h1mfc|f witb the recollcdiorl of better days, txizteSf 
ijhat forty years agjo, a chieftain walked out attended 
by ten or twelve foUowerSi with their arms rattling^ 
That animating rabble has now ceafed. The ebie^ 
has loft his forpiidable retinue; and tho Higi/aHder\ 
walks his heath unarmed and defencelefs^ with thc^ 
peaceable fubmiffion of a Frenci peafknt^ or Englijh 
cottager. 

Their ignorance grows every day lefs, but tbeW 
knowledge is yet of little other ufe than to fliew theoif 
their wants. They are now in the period of educa-^ 
tion, and feel the uneaiinefs of difcipiine^ without yet 
perceiving the benefit of inftrudion* 

The laft law, by which the Higblap^ers Are depr^vedl 
. of their arms, has operated with efficacy beyond ex^ 
pedation. Of former ftatutes made with the famd 
defign, the execution had been feeble, and the effed: 
inconfiderable* Concealment was- undoubtedly prac* 
tifed, and perhaps often with connivance. There was 
tendernefs or partiality on one fide, and obfiiinacy on 
the other. But the law, which followed the viAofy ei 
• CuIIoden, found the whole nation dejeded and in^' 
timidated; informations were given without danger and 
without fear, and the arms were collefted with fuch 
rigour, that every houfe wasdefpoiled of its defence. 

To difarm part of t\it Highlands^ could give no 
reafonable occafion of complaint. Every govern- 
ment mull be allowed the power of taking away the 
weapon that is lifted againft it. But the loyal claM 
murmured, with fome appearance of juftice^ that, 
after having defended the kii^, they were fOr.» 
:bidden for^ the future to defend theoixrflv^s i an4 

that 
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\h^ the fwrord (faouid be forfeit<:d; which had beta 
i^allf employed. Their. Cafe is undoubtedly hard^ 
but m political f^guktions^ good cannot be cotiipleti^ 
it CM. only be pcedominann 

WhaiiOT by dirarmiiag a people thus bmkea into 
feverjil tribes, aod riius remote frorfi the feat of 
powefv more :gOdd than evil ins been produced, may 
deferve enquiry. The fupreme poiver iu evciy com-» 
Wultity haKi the right of idebarring' ercry iadividual, 
and erety fubordinate fociety, from felf-defence, xxiif 
becaafe the ftipieme powtr is able to defend them ; 
Md tbtnefore u^ere the governor caoiiDt aft, . he muft 
' Iruft the fubjea to aft for hittifeUI Thefe iflanda 
might be urafted 'with fire and (word before tbeir 
fiyviersign would know tbeir diflrefs. A gang of rob^ 
bers, fiich as has been .lately fijund confederating 
themfelves in the Htgi/ands^ might lay a wide region 
under contribution^ Tiie crew of a petty privateer 
might land on the largefl and rtnofi wealthy of. the 
Ifiaiidsi and riot witbout oontroul in cruelty and waflei 
It was obferved by on^ of the chiefs of Sky^ that fifty 
armed tnea might, uotbout refinance, ravage tho 
country. Laws that place the fubjei5b in fuch a ftate» 
contravene the firft principles of the compaft of au<» 
thority: they exadl obedience, and yield no pro- 
teAion*' 

It affords a generous and. manly pleafure to con-* 
ccive a little nation gathering its fnnts and tending 
ks faends with fearlefs confidence, though it Hes open 
Oft e«sry fide to invafion, whcrbr in contempt of 
walls and ttrenches, every man Het^ fecurefy with his 
fytot4 befide imtk^ inhere a^. on tiit && approach 
: Vol.. VIII. Y of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



322 A JOURNEt TO THE 

of hoftillty came together at the call to battle, 35 at 
a fummons to a fcftal (how; and committing their 
cattle to the care of thofe whom age or nature has 
difabled, engage the enemy with that competition 
for hazard and for glory, which operate in men that 
fight under the eye of thofe whofe diflike or kind* 
nefs they have always cbnfidered as the greateft evil 
or the greateft good. 

. This was, in the beginning of the prefent century,, 
the ftate of the Highlands. Every man Was a foldier^ 
who partook of national confidence, and interefted 
himfelf in national honour. To lofe this fpirit, is to 
lofe what no fmall advantage will compenfate. 

It may likewifedefervc to be enquired, whether a 
great nation ought, to be totally commercial ? whether 
amidft the uncertainty of human afiain, too much 
attention to one mode of happinefs may not endanger 
others ? whether the pride of riches muft not Come-^ 
times have recourfe to the proteflion of courage ? and 
whether, if it be neceffary to preferve in fome part of 
the empire the military fpirit, it can fubfift more 
commodioufly in any place, than, in remote and un- 
profitable provinces, where it can commonly do little 
harm, and whence it may be called forth at any fud- 
den exigence f 

It muft however be confefled, that a man who 
places honour only in fuccefsful violence, is a very 
troublefome and pernicious animal in time of peace ; 
and that the martial charader cannot prevail in a^ 
whole people, but by the diminution of all other vir** 
tues. He that is accuftomed to refolve all right into 
conquefty will )iave very liitle lenderneis or equity. 

... All 
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All the friendfhip in fuch a life can be only a con- 
federacy of invafion, or alliance of defence; The 
, ftrong muft flourifti by forcej and the weak fubfift 
by ftratagem. . 

Till the Highlander's loft their ferocity with their 
arms, they fuiFered from eich other all that malignity 
could dilate, or precipitance could aft. Every pro* • 
vocation was revehged with blood, and no man that 
ventured into a numerous company^ by whatever oc- 
cafion brought together, was fure of returning with* . 
out a wound; If they ar6 now expofed to foreign 
hoftilitiesj they may talk of the danger, biit can fel- 
dom feel it^ If they are no longer martial, they 
ate no longer quarrelfome; Mifcry is caufedj for 
the moft part, not by a heavy crufti of difaftcr, but 
by the corrofibn of lefs vifible evilsj which canker en-^ 
joyment, and undermine fccurityi The vifit of an 
invader is neceflarily rare, but dbmtftick animofities 
allow no ceflation. 

The abolition of the loti2tijarirdi£ti6ns,'iVi3ich had 
for fo many ages been exercifed by the chiefsy has like^ 
wife its evil and its good* The feudal conftitution 
naturally difFufed itfelf into long ramifications of fub- 
ordinate authority; To this general temper of the 
government was added the peculiar form of the coun* 
try, broken by mountains into many fubdivifions 
fcarcely acceffible but to the natives, and guarded by 
pafles, or perplexed with intricacies^ through which 
jiational juftice could not find its way; 

The power of deciding controverfies, arid of punifh-^ 
ing offences, as fome fuch power there muft always 
be, was entriiftjcd to the lairds of the country, to thofe 

. It % whom 
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whom the people confidered as their nattiral judgeSi' 
It cannot be fuppofed that a rugged proprietor of 
the rocks, unprincipled and unenlightened, was a 
nice refolver of entangled claims, or very exaft in 
proportioning punifliment to offences, fiut the more 
he indulged his own will, the more he held his vaf« 
fals in dependance* Prudence and innocence, with- 
out the favour of the chief, conferred no fccurity ; and 
cf imes involved no danger, when' the judge was refo- 
lute to acquit. 

' When the chiefs were men of knowledge and virtue, 
the convenience of a domeftick judicature was great. 
No long joumics were neceflary^ nor artificial delays 
could be praaifed} the charafter, the alliances, and 
intereftsof the litigants were known to the court, and 
all felfe pretences werc eafily detedted. The(cntenccr 
wten it was paft, could not be evaded ; the power of 
the laird fuperfeded formalities* and juftice could not 
. be defeated by intereft or ftratagem. . 
' I doubt not but that Unce the regular judges have 
made their circuits through the whole country, right 
has been every where more wifdy and more equally 
dii^ributed ; the complaint is, that litigation is grown 
troublefc^me, and that the magiflrates are toQ few, and 
therefore often. too remote for general aonvenicnce. 

Many of the fmaller iflands have no legal officer 
within them* I once alked, if a crime ihould be 
aommittedj oy what authority the offender could be 
feized ? and was told, that the hird would e^oert his 
right J a right which he mufl now ufurp^ but which 
furely necdifity.muil vindicate, and whi(:fa is theie^ 
fom y«t ^ttrcifed 4a lower degree bf fome of 
. . the 
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tbc proprietQFS, when legal proceflcs cannot be ob- 
tained.. 

In all greater qucftions, however, there is now hap- 
pily an end to all fear or hope from malice or from 
favour. The roads are fepure in thofe places through 
which, forty years ago, no traveller could pafs with^^ 
out, a convoy. All trials of right by the fword are 
forgotten, and the meaa are in as little danger froiri 
the powerful as in other places^ No fcheme of po- 
licy has, in any country, yet brought th^ jriqh and 
poor on equal terms into courts of judicature, Per-* 
h^ experience, improving on c^periepce^ may in 
time effect it. 

Thofe who have long enjoyed dignity and power, 
ought not to lofe it without fome equivalent, Tberd 
was paid to the chiefs by the publick, in exchange 
for their privileges, perhaps a fum greater than moft 
p{ them had ever poffefled, which excited a thirft for 
fichesy of which it (hewed them the ufe, When 
$be power of birth and ftation ceafes, no hope re-< 
fnains but from the prevalence g[ money* Powei? 
|md wealth fu|:q>ly the place of each other. Power 
fponfers the ability of gratifying our defire without 
the confent of otliers. Wealth enables us to ob- 
$am the confent of others to our gratification. Power^ 
fimply confidered, whatever it confers on one, muft 
take from another, Wealth enables its owner to 
give to others, by t^ng only frpn^ himfelf. Power 
pleafes the violent and proud: wealth delights the 
{dacid and the timorous. Youth therefore flies at 
power, and age gipveis after riches, 

'J'hc qhi^fs, divef^ed of their perogatives, ne-» 

Y 3 ceflTarily 
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ceffarily turned their thoughts to the imprpvement 
of their revenues, and expeft more rent,, as they have 
kfs homage. The tenant, who is far from perceiv- 
ing that his condition is made better in tiie fame 
proportion as that of his landlord is made worfe, 
does not immediately fee why his induftry is to bo 
. taxed more heavily than before. He refufes to pay 
the demand, and is ejefted j the ground is then let to 
a ftranger, who perhaps brings a larger flock, but 
who, taking the land at its full pric€, treats with the 
laird upon equal terms, and confiders him not as a; 
chief but as a trafficker in land. Thus the eftate 
perhaps is improved, but the clan is broken. 

It fecms to be the general opinion, that the rents 
have been raifed with too much eagernefs. Some 
regard muft be paid to prejudice, Thofe who have 
hitherto paid but little, will npt fuddenly be per- 
fuaded to pay much, though they can afford it. As 
ground is gradually improved, and the value of money 
decreafes, the rent may be raifed without any di7 
minution of the farmer's profits; yet it is neceflary 
in thefe countries, where the ejedion of a tenant is a 
greater evil than in more populous places, to con-. 
fider not merely what the land will produce, hut with 
what ability the inhabitant can cultivate it. • A cer- 
tain flock can allow but a certain payment; fcM: if the 
land be doubled, and the flock remains the fame, -the 
tenant becomes no richer. The proprietors of the 
Higklmds might perhaps often increafe their income^ 
by fubdividing the farms, and allotting to every oc- 
cupier only fo many acres as he can profitably employ, 
buf tjiat they want people. 

Tii?rc 
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" There feetns now, whatever be the caufe, to be 
through a great part of the Highlands sl general difeon-, 
tent. That adherence which was lately profeffed by 
every man to the chief of his name, has now little pre-^ 
valence ; and he that cannot live as he defires at home, 
liftens to the tale of fortunate iflands,and happy regions, 
where every man may have land of his own, and eat 
the produdt of his labour without a fuperior, 

Thofe who have obtained grants of Ameman hnds^ 
have, as is well known, invited fettlers from all quar-^ 
ters of the globe ; and among other places, where 
oppreffion might produce a wifli for new habitations, 
their emiflaries would not fail to try their perfuafions 
in the illes of Scotlandy where at the time when the 
clans were newly difunited from their chiefs, and ex- 
afperated by unprecedented exadions, it is no wonder 
that they prevailed*. 

Whether the mifchtefs of emigration were imme- 
diately perceived, may be juftly qtieftioned. They 
who went firft, were probably fuch as could beft be 
fpared; but the accounts fent by the earlieft ad- 
venturers, whether true or falfe, inclined many to 
follow them; and whole neighbourhoods formed 
parties for removal ; (o that departure from their 
native country is no lon^r exile. He. that goed 
thus accompanied, carries with him all that makes 
life pleafant. He fits down in a better climate, 
furrounded by his kindred and his friends : they 
carry with them their language, their opinions, their 
popular fongs, and hereditary merriment : they change 
nothing but the place of their abodes and of that 
(pbange they perceive the benefits 
.. • •: . ^ ¥4 This 
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This is the real efeft of eoaigratioD, if tbofe thaj| 
go away together fettle on the fame fpot, and pre&ryt) 
their ancient union. But fome relate that thefe.ftd^ 
venturous vifitants of unknown legions, after a voyage 
pafled in dreams o( plenty and feiicity, a^e difperfed 
at lad upon a fylvan wilderpefs, where theiir fitfX 
years mud be fp<|nt ia toil to clear the grouod whic^ 
is afterwai:ds to be tilled, and th^t the whole efie^ 
q( their Undertaking is only inore fs^tigu^ and eqnal^ 
£carcity. 

Both acco\iDts may be fuipe^ed^ Thofis ^^ho am 
gpne will endeavo%ir by every art to draw othf o aftq^ 
them; for as their numbers are greater, they will 
provide better for thearf(^cs. When iVmi Scvti^ 
was ^ril peo^dj^ X remen^ei a le^tefj^ publii(hed^ 
under the chara£br of a .New FkiQ^fcer^ who related 
how much the climate put him in n^od of //ks^^ 
Such intelligence i\x^Hebridi^ probably receive from 
their t]:anfmarino cormfponde&t&< .ftii with equal 
temptations of intecefty and porhapa with jx> greatet 
nicenefs of veracity, the owners of the iflaods fpfea^ 
ftories of Amriem l^^crxllhip* to keep tbeit peppk cou^ 
lent at. home, 

Son^e method to ftop* this .epidfmic]^ defire of 
wandering^ which fpreadt iti^ conti^ioft fimu valley 
to valley, def^vcs to be fcwgkt with great dy^eoce^ 
In more fruitful countries, the t^rnqyai of oocu 
only makes room for the focceffipn.of toother: b^ 
in the Hehides, the lofs of an. inbaibstant leaves ^ 
lafting vacuity i for nobody borti ia.apyotber part^ 
of the world will choofe fciais country fiarihisLrefe* 
dence; and an ifiand <mR d^qpuktod^ i^ ssmain 

adefcrt^ 
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|Cdeijbtt» as loqg as the prefent facility of travel gml 
(every o^e, who is (iifcontented an<i unfettle^i, tba 
(;botce of his abode. 

Let it be enquired, whether the firft intention of 
tliofe who {^re fluttering on the wing, and cdlef^ing^ 
sv flock that they naay take tb«r flight, be to attaia 
good> or to avoid evil? Tf they ang diffatisfied with 
that part of the globe which their birth has allotted 
them, and tcfolve not to live without the plcafurcs of 
happier climates; if they long for bright funs, and 
^alm ikies, and flowery fidds, and fragrant gardens, I 
Kqow not by what doqucncc they can be perfuadc^, or 
by what offers they can be hired to ftay^ 

But if they ari5 driven from their native country by 
pofitive evils^ axid difgufted by ill-^treatment, real of 
ifltMginary, it wete fit to reinove their grievances^ and 
quiet their refentment ; fince, if they have been hither-* 
|o undutiful fubje^, they will not much mend their 
|>rinciples by American converfation. 
. Iq aUuit them into the army, it was tboi^bt 
vroper to injdulge them in the continuance of their 
Ikfttiooal drefs. If this conceffion coukl have any 
ffibds it might eafily be made* That diSimiiitudt 
•(0£ tppearancc^ which was fuppofed to keep them 
i^ftind. from the reft of the mthxiy mi^ht difincUne 
t^tot from coalefcifig with the Pemfyivamans or peo* 
pfe of C^f0$e^knL If the reftilutaon of their arms 
will reconcile them to their countryr let them have 
again tfaofe weapons, which witi not be more mif^ 
f ifiie;vous at home, than in the Cohmits. That they 
iMy not fly froni the increafe of rent, I know not 
l^hether the general good does not require that the 
. ' . landlords 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



J30 .A JOURNEY TO THE 

landlords be, for a time, retrained in their demands, and 
kept quiet by penfions proportionate to their lofs. 

To hinder infurreftion by driving away ,the people, 
and to govern peaceably, by having no fuhjefts, is 
an expedient that argues no great profundity of poli- 
ticks. To foften the obdurate, to convince the miC* 
taken, to mollify the refentful, are worthy of a ftatef- 
man ; but it affords a legiilator little felf-applaufe ta 
confider, that where there was formerly an infurrcdion, 
there is now a wildernefs. 

It has been a queftion often agitated, without fo^ 
lution> why thofe northern regions are now fo thinly 
peopled, which formerly overwhelmed with their ar* 
mies the Roman empire ? The queftion fuppoies^ what 
I believe is not true, that they had once more inhabi* 
tants than they could maintain, and overflowed only 
becaufe they were full. 

This is to eftimate the manners of all countries 
and ages by our own. Migration, while the ftatq ^ 
of life was unfettled, and there was little commu- 
nication of intelligence between diflant places,, was; 
among the wilder nations of Europe capricious and 
cafual. An adventurous projeftor heard of a fertile 
coail unoccupied, and led out a colony ; a chief of 
renown for bravery, called the young men together, 
iand led them out to try what fortune would prefent. 
When Cdfar was in Gaui^ he found -the Helvetians pre- 
paring to go they knew not whither,-and put a ftop to 
their motions. They fettled j^ain in their own coun*. 
try, where they were fo far from wanting room, that 
they had accumulated three years proyiiion for their 
warch. 

The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 33I 

The religion of the north was military; if they 
could not find enemies, it was their duty to make 
them : they travelled in queft of danger, and wil- 
lingly took the chance of empire or death. If their 
troops, wefe numerous, the countries from which they 
were collefted are of vaft extent, and without much 
exuberance of people great armies may be raifed 
where every m^n is a foldier. But their true numbers 
were never known. Thofe who were conquered by 
them are their hiftorians, and (hame may have excited 
them to fay, that they were overwhelmed with multin 
tudes. To count is a modern practice, the ancient 
method was to guefs ; and when numbers are giiefTedi 
they are always magnified. 

Thus England has for feveral years been filled with 
the achievements of feventy thoufand Highlanders era- 
ployed in America. I have heard from an Englijk 
Officer, not much inclined to favour them, that their 
behaviour defervcd a very high degree of military 
praife; but their number has been much exagge- 
rated. One of the minifters told me, that feventy 
thoufand men could not have been found in all the 
Highlands^ and that more than twelve thoufand never 
took the field, Thofe that went to the American war, 
went to deftruftion. Of the old Highland regiment, 
confifting of twelve hundred, onlyfeventy-fix furvived 
to fee their country again. 

The Gothick fwarms have at leaft been multiplied 
with equal liberality. That they bore no great pro- 
portion to the inhabitants in whofe countries they fet- 
tled, is plain from the paucity of northern words now 
found in tte provincial languages. Their country 

was 
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'wa»not deferted for want of room, becaufc it was co-? 
vered ^ith forefts of vaft extent j and the firft efie^ 
pf plentitudc of inhabitapts is the deftruftion of wood. 
As the Europeans fpreac^ over jimericay the lands are 
gradually laid naked. 

I would not be underftood to fay, that neceflity 
|)ad never any part in their expeditions. A nation^ 
whofe agriculture is fcanty or ^n&llful, may be driven 
out by famine. A nation of huntcfs nvay have ex^ 
liaufled their gam^. | only aifirm tha( the northern 
regions were not, when their irruptions fubdued the 
JtomMSy overpeopled with regard to their real extent 
i)f territory, and power of fertility, |n a country 
fully inhabited, however afterward laid wafte, evident 
inarks will remain of its former populoufnefs. But 
of Scandhuivia and Germany ^ nothii^ is known but that 
as we trace their ftate upwardi into antiquity, theif 
woods were greater, and tbeiit 9ultivat<4 grQ^nc^ 
was lefs* 

That caQ&s very different firom want of room Qiakf 
produce a general difpofition to feek another country* 
is apparent from the pfefent conduft of the Higk^ 
landers y who are in ibmfe pla^^s ready ^o threaten ^ 
tottal feceffion. The nui;nbers which have already 
gone, though like other numbers they may be xsa%^ 
ftifiedj are very gieat, and fuch as if they had gone X(h 
gether and agreed upon any certain fettlement, migh^ 
&ave founded an independent government in the. 
depths of the wcftem continent. Nor are they only 
the loweft and mod indent ; msMiy men of confider^ 
able wealth have taken with them their train of la^ 
bourers and dependants s and if they cpntiAuc th^ 

feudM 
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feudal fcheme of polity, may eftablifh new clans in^thc 
other hemlfpherc. 

That the immediate motives of their defertion muft 
be imputed to their landlords, may be reafonably con- 
cluded, becaufe fome lairds of moFC prudence and leGi^ 
rapacity have kept their vaffals undiminiflied. From 
Raafay only one man had been feduced^ and at C^i 
there was no wifti to go away. 

The traveller who comes hither from more opu*- 
lent countries, to fpecuiate upon the remains of pafto- 
ral life, will not much wonder that a common i%>i-* 
MnJer has no ftrongiadherence to his nstfive foil; for 
of animal enjoyments, or of phyfical good, he leaves 
nothing that he may not find again wherefoever he 
may be thrown. 

The habitations of men in the Hebrides may be 
diftinguiflied into huts and houfes. By a hufe, I mean 
a building with one ftory over another; by a kuty ^ 
dwelling with only one floor. The laird, who formerly 
lived in a caftle, now lives in a houfe; fometimes 
iufSciently neat, but ieldom very fpacious or fplendid. 
The tackfmen and the minifters have commojily 
houfes. Wherever there is a houfe, the ftranger finds 
a welcome, and to the other evils of exterminating 
tackfmen may be added the unavoidable cefTation of 
hofpitality, or the devolution of too heavy aburden on 
the miniften. 

Of the houfes little can be (aid. They are fmall, 
and by the neceflity of accumulating ftores, where 
there are fo few opportunities of purchafe, the rooms 
are very hcterogeneoufly filled. With want of clean- 
linefs it were ingratitude to reproach them. The 
fervants having been bred ijpon the naked earth, think 

every 
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every ^floor clean, and the quick, fucceflion of guefts^ 
perhaps not always over-elegant,does not allow much 
time for adjufting their apartments. 

Huts are of many gradations s from murky dens to 
commodious dwellings. 

The wall of a common hut is always built without 
mortar, by a ikilful adaptation of loofe ftones. Some- 
times perhaps a double wall of ftones is railed, and. 
the intermediate fpace filled with earth. The air is 
thus completely excluded. Some walls are, I think, 
formed of turfs, held together by a wattle, or t,exturc 
of twigs. Of the meaneft huts the firft room is 
lighted by the entrance, and the fecond by the fmoke- 
hole. The fire is ufually made in the middle. But 
there are huts, or dwellings of only one ftory, inha-- 
bited by gentlemen, which have walls cemented with 
mortar, glafs windows, and boarded floors. Of thefe 
all have chimneys, and fome chimneys have grates. 

The houfe and the furniture are not always nicely 
{uited. We were driven once, by miffing a paflagtf, to 
the hut of a gentleman, where, after a very liberal 
fupper, when I was condufted to my chamber, I found 
an elegant bed of Indian cotton, fpread with fine flieets* 
The acommodation was flattering ; I undrefled my- 
felf, ?ind felt my feet in the mire. The *bed flood 
upon the bare earth, which a long courfe of rain had 
foftened to a puddle. 

In paftoral countries the condition of the lowefl: 
rank of people is fufficiently wretched. Among ma.- 
nufadlurers, men that have no property may have art 
and induftry, which make them neceflaiy, and there- 
fore valuable. But where flocks and corn are the 
Qiily wealth, there are always more hands than work, 

and 
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and of that work there is little in which fkill and dex- 
terity can be much diftinguiftied. He therefore who 
is born poor never can be rich. The fon merely oc- 
cupies the place of the father, and life knows nothing 
of progreffion or advancement. 

The pettj^ tenants, and labouring peafants, live in 
miferable cabins, which afford them little more than 
flielter from the ftorms; The boor of iVi^rw^;^ is faid 
to make all his own utenfils. tn the Hebrides^ what- 
ever might be their ingenuity, the want of wood leaves 
them no materials. They arc probably content with 
fuch accommodations as ftones of different forms and 
fizes can afford them. 

Their food is not better than their lodging. They 
feldom taftc the fle(h of land^animals; for here are no 
markets. What each man eats is from his own dock. 
The great effeft of money is to break property into 
fmall parts. In towns, he that has a (hilling may have 
a piece of meat j but where there is no commerce, no 
man can eat mutton but by killing a flieep. 

Fifti in fair weather they need not want j but, I 
believe, man never lives long on filh, but by conftraint ; 
he win rather feed upon roots and berries. 

The only fewel of the iflands is peat. Their wood 
is all confumed, and coal they have not yet found. 
Peat is dug out of the marfties, from the depth 
of one foot to that of fix. » That is accounted the bed 
which is neareft the furface. It appears to be a mafs 
of black earth held together by vegetable fibres. I 
ijinow not whether the earth be bituminous, or whether 
the fibres be not the only combuftiblc part s which, by 

heating 
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heating the intcrpofed earth red-hot, make a bih-nin^ 
xnafs. The heat is not very ftrong nor laftittg. The 
afties are yellowifli, and in a largie quantity. Wheti 
tiiey dig peat, tliey cut it into fquare pieces; and p\\6 
it up to dry befide the hotife. Jn fame places it has 
tin oflfenfiTe fmcil. It. is like wood charkcd foi^the 
fmith. The common method of making peat fires iH 
tsy heaping it on the hearth ; but it burns well ill 
grates, and in the beA hoiifes is» fb u(ed. 

The common opinion isj that peat grows agatft 
where it has been cut j which, as it feems to be chiefljr 
A vegetable ftibftance> is not unlikely t5 b^ tru^^ 
whether known or not to thofe who relate it. 

There are water-raiils in Sky and Raa/ay; but 
where they are too far diftant, the houfewives grind 
their oats with a quern> or hand*miU, which Confi(te 
of two floncs, about a foot and a half in diameter; 
tlie lower is a little convex, to which the concavity cF 
the upper muft be fitted. In the middle of the up^- 
per flone is a round hole, and on one fide is a long 
handle. The grinder fhods the corn gradually into 
the hole v^ith one hand, and works the handle round 
with the other* The com Hides dowrt the convexitjr 
of the lower done, and by the mdtidn of the upper i^ 
ground in its paflage* Thefe ftonei 4]tt found lA 

The iflands Mbrd few ^l^fured, e3t<jept to the 
hardy fportfman, ivho can tread thfe moor land cHtnb 
the mountain. The difta«KJe of one fitmify from 
mnother, in a country where travelling has fo MUdk 
iJifikulty, makes frequent iatercOwfe irtopwftifiibfe. 
\ ' ' % ■ Vifits 
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Xidti Uft feveral days, ind are commonly paid by 
water ; yet I never faw a boat furnifticd with benchei, 
or nude comm(Jdi<5us by any addition to the firft fa- 
brick. Convenieiices ace not miffed where they neter 
,were enjoyed. 

The folace which the b^pipe (Jan give; they have 
Jong enjoyed ; but among other changes^ which the 
laft revolution introduced* the ufe of the bagpipe be- 
gins to be forgotten. Some of thf chief families ftiU 
entertain a piper, whdfe office was anciently heredi- 
tary. Macr^mmon was piper to Macl^»dy and. Rankin 
io Maclean oi.iCcl. - 

The tunes of the bagpipe are traditional There 
lias been in Sky^ beyond all time of memory, a College 
of pipers, under thfi direftion of Macrimmon^ which is 
^/lot quite extiniSt. There was another in-Mu/ly fuper*- 
intended by A2«*/«,' which expired about fixteen years 
ago. To. thefe colleges, while the pipp retained its 
honour, the ftudents pf mufick repaired for education. 
i have had my dinner exhilarated by the bagpipe, at 
^Armidale^ at JDurtvegan, and in Col. * 

The general converfation of tjde iflanders has no- 
thing particular. I did not meet with the inquifitive- 
jiefs of which I have read, and fufpe£i: the judgment 
to have been rafhly made. A ftranger of curiofity 
•comes into a place where a ftranger is fddom feen : 
he importunes the people with q[ucftions, of which 
they cannot guef3 the motive, and ^azes with fur- 
prife on things which they, having had them always 
.before their eyes, do not fufped of. any thing won- 
;<i^rful. He appears to them, like fome being of 
.pother world, and then thinks it peculiar that they 
; . Vol. VIII. Z ti^ke 
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take their turn to inquire whecice he coincs, and wh{^ 
.ther heis'goifig. 

• The iflands were long unfurtiidied with inftrudioa 
for youth, and none bat the ions of gentlemen could 
have any literature^ There are now parochial fcliools^ 
to which the laud of ewry manor psys a certain 
ftipend. Here the chiMren are taught to read 4 
but by the rule of their inftitution, they teach oniy 
£ngUlb^ fo that the natives read a language whH2hth^ 
may never ufe or underhand* If a paridt, which 
often happens, contains ieverai iilaadB, the fchool 
being but in one, cannot affift the xeSi, Hus ts t^e 
ilate of iC(^/, whidH htjwever, is more enK^tened 
than fbme other places ^ for the deficiency is (upptie4 
by a young gentlemaii) who, ior bis own improve* 
inent, travels every year on foot oV«r the Sigblandi 
to the feffion at Ahirdeen ; and at Us return, dUTing 
the vacation, teaches to read and write in his native 
ifland. 

: \vi Sky there are two gramizsar-ichoohywhtfre booix}^ 
ers are taken to be Tegulsriy ediscated. Tiic pnCe 
of board is from three pounds, to four pofunds ten 
•fiiilliogs a year, and that df inlku&ioa is half a crown 
U quarter. But th^ fchola^ are birds of paiQige, who 
Tjivie at fchool only in the fummerj £ar ia-wintcr prcK 
.vifidns cannot be made for any oxifiderafbie nwnber 
in one place. This periodksd difperfien mp(cSe& 

&roagty the fcarcity of thefe countries^ 

Having heard of no boarding*ichool for ladius 

nearer than hv&rnefr, I fu}:^>o£b tbeir education is 
-generally domeftick. The elder daughters of the 

higher &miliesa^e fbnt into the. world, and may coo- 

. . - tribute 
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tribute by their acquifitions to the improveihfent of 
the reft. 

Wometi muft here ftudjr to be either pleafing of 
tffefal. 'their deficiencies are reldomfupplied by Vfery 
liberal fortunes. A hundred pounds is a portion be- 
yond the hope, of any but the laird's daughter. They- 
do not indeed often give money with their daughters 5 
Ae que'ftion is, How many cows a young lady will 
ht\fig hd hufband ? A rich maiden has from ten to 
forty 5 but two cows are a decent fortune for one who 
pretends to no dlftinftion. 

iriic reKgion of the iflands is that of the kirk of 
^cotland% Th(i gentlemen with whom I convetfed 
are all inclined to the EngUJh liturgy \ but they are 
obliged to maintain the eftablifhed minifter, and 
the country h ibo poor to afford payment to anotheri 
who miLfft live wholly on the contribution of his au^ 
dience* ' * ' 

They therefore all attend the worfhip of the kirk^ 
ds often as a vifit from their minifter, or the pfafltica^ 
bility of tiUvelling, gives thefn opportunity 3 nor have 
they any reafon to complain of infufHcient paftors ; foi 
1 faw not one in the iflands, whom I had reafail t6 
think either deficient in learning, orirregukr in life,; 
but found feveral with whom I could not converft 
without wifliing, as my fefpedt increafed, that they had 
hot been pfefbyterians. 

The ancient rigour of puritanifra is now very 
much relaxed, though all are not.yet equally enlight- 
ened. I fometimes met with prejudices fufficiently 
malignant, but they were prejudices of ignorance. 
The minifters iri the iflands had attained fuch know-* 
^ • Z% ledge 
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led^ as may juttly he admired in men, who have no 
motive to ftudy, but generous curiofity, or what is. 
ftill bet ter,..de fire of ^ufefulnefs ; with^fuch politenefs 
as fo narrow a circle of converfe could not have 
fupplied, but to minds n^iturally difpofed to ele- 
.gancc. . ' ' c 

. Reafon and truth will prjevail at laft* The mod 
fearned of thcScowJ^dodiOTs vyould; now gladly admit 
a form of prayer, if the people would endure it. The 
feal or rage, of /congregations has its different degrees* 
In fome pari(hes the Lord's Prayer is fuffered: in 
others ;k is'ftillrejedled as a forni j. and he that (hould 
make it. par^ of his fupplicatioq would be fufpefted of 
heretical pravity. .... 
• The principle upon which extemporary prayer was 
originally . introduced, is no longer admitted. The 
icninifter formerly, in the effuGon of his prayer, exped- 
cd immediate, and perhaps perceptible infpiration, and 
therefore thought it his duty not to think before what 
lie (hoi^ fay. . It is now univerfally confeffed, that 
xpen pray. as they fpeak qniOther occafions, according 
to the.general meafure of their abilities and attain- 
ments. .Whatever each may think of a form pre- 
fcribed by another, he cannot but believe that he can 
himfelf compofe by ftudy and meditation a better 
prayer than will rife in his mind at a fuddcn call ; and 
if he has any hope of fupernatural help, why may 
he not as w^ll receive it -when he writes as when he 
ipeaks ? 

,. In the variety oi mental powers, fome rauft per- 
form extemporary prayer with much imperfedion ; 
and in the eagerncfs and raflinefs of contradidtwy 
. * opinions. 
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opinioivS) if public liturgy be left to th^ private judg- 
rtent of-evfery miniftcr, the congregation may- oft«nb«»f 
oflendcd or milled. •> 

'f here is in Scotland^ ?is among ouffelves; a Feftlefs 
fofpicion-of popifti machinatiofts,';^nd a clamouf of ^u-- 
merous convierts to the llomifh religion. The report' 
is, I believe, in both parts of the iiland equally falfe. 
The Romifh religion is profeffed only in Egg and 
Cannaj two fmall iflands, into which the reformation 
never made its way. If any miflSdnaries are- btify in 
the Highlands^ their zeal entitles them to refped, even' 
from thofe who -cannot think favourably of their doc- 
trine. 

The political tenets of the iflanders I was not curi- 
Qps .to inveftigate, and they were not eager to obtrude. 
Their converfation is decent and inoffenfive. They 
difdain to drink for their principles, and there is no 
diiaffe&ion at their tables. ■ I never heard a health 
offered by a Highlander that might not have circulated 
V^ith propriety within the precin<Sts of the king's 
palace* 

* Legal government has yet fomethjng of novelty 
to which they cannot perfedtly conform. The an- 
cient fpirit that appealed only to 'the fword, i$ yet 
among them. The tenant' of Scalpa^ an iiland be* 
longing to Macdomld^ toqic no care to bring his 
rent; when the landlord talked x)f. exading pay* 
ment, he declared his refolution to keep his ground 
and drive all intruders from the ifland, and con- 
tinued ^to feed his cattle as X>n his own larid, till it 
became neceflary for the fheriff to^iflodga \\\m by 
violence. 

Z 3 Th© 
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, Th* vmom kipd^ of fuperftilfiw '^hkk. pj»vim1«I 

diligence of the mioiflers almoft extirpated. 
. Of J^r^fJ^^ mentioQed 1^ Munin. aothii^g l)as 
b^ea heard for many years^ Broimy was a fturdji 
f^iry I whoi if he wa^ fed, and kindly treated, woald» 
^ they faid» do a great deal of work^. They now 
pay him no ivagen and are content to labour f^r th^a^ 
ffilve$. 

In ttoda^ within ih^k three-and-tWrty years» milk. 
was put every Saiurdax for Gre^gach^ or the Old Mam 
with the Long Beards, Whijther Qreogftch wajs qourted: 
as kind, or dreaded as terrible, whether they meaAt, by^ 
glviog him th^ nutk» (o obtaiagood or avert Qvij^ I 
was not informed. The minift^r ia now living by* 
whow the pra^ice was aboliflied* 
* They have ftill aniong them a great number of 
«lwm$ for the cure of difi^ent difeafes j. tfcey are ail 
tpvocations^ perhaps traofmitted to them frpm tho 
timo? of popery, viehicb incrcafing. kngiwledgp will bring 
into difufe. 

Th<^ have opinions^ which cannot be ranked^tb 
ibperftitions becaufe they regard qnly natural e&ds^ 
They e^pedl better ciop$ of grain, by Towing^ their feed 
in the. moon'a increafe. The inoon has. great in&in 
cnce in tulgat pbil<^ophy, In my memory ;t was 4 
precept agnually giv^min one of the.£^4^ ainuii«icks|^ 
to W k^$ vfk&i iictnm w$s m^Kcq/^^. atudJickacm 
tv^uidpirave tie iettgf in, lining. 

We lliould have had Httle claim to the pfaifeof 
««fiQfity^ if V? hf^ ^Qt. ^^6w(wxe^ Mfi^h nftio/^ 
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I2U- attention to examine tlie queflion of tbe Secmd 
Sigit. Of an opinion rccttvcd for centuries by a 
whole nation, and fuppofed to be confirmed through 
its whole defcent by a fcries of fucceilive fads, it is 
defirable that the truth (houM be ^fbblifhedj or the. 
fellacy deteded. 

The SM)nd Sight is an iropreffioa maidle cither by the 
IGiind upon the eye, or by the eye upon the mind, by 
W^ich things dillan tor future are perceived, and feen. 
^ if they were prefent. A man on a journey far from 
)\pme falls from his horfe; another, who is perhaps at 
trork about the houfe, fees him bleeding on the 
ground, commonly with alandfcape of the place 
where, the accideqt befaik him. Anotiier feer, driving 
borne his cattle, or wandering in idlenefs, or mufing 
in the funfliine, is fudcjenly furprifed by the appear* 
^nceof a bridal ceremony, or funeral proceffion, and 
counts tbe mourners or attendants^ of whom, if hs 
knows them, he relates the names, if be knows them 
not, hp can defcribe tbe drefles. Things diilant ai^ 
feen at tjie inftant when they happen. Of things fu» 
ture I know not that there is any rule for determining 
the time between the fight and tlic event. 
. This receptive faculty, for power it caanot be called, 
is neither voluntary nor conftant. The appearances 
have nodkpendcace upon choice : they cannort be fam-^^ 
moned, detatined, ot recalled. The impreffion is fudi 
den» and^tbe eifcd often painful. 

By the term Second Sight ^ teems to be meant ft mode 
of feeing, fuperadded to that which nature generally 
beftow^. In the Eoffe it is called fai/tA ; which 
lignifte; tkewife a fpcAre, or a vifion. 1 know not, 

Z 4 nor 
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iior is it likely that the Highlanders ever examined,- 
whether by Taifchy ufed for Second Sights they mean 
the power of" feeing, or the thing feen^ 

I do not find it to be true, as it is reported, that to 
the Second Sight nothing is prefented but phantoms of 
evil. Gopd feems to iiave the fame proportion in 
thofc vifionary fcenes, as it obtains in real life : almoft 
all remarkable events have evil for their bafis; and ar* 
either miferies incurred, or mifcries cfcaped. Our 
fcnfe is fo much ftronger of what we fufFer, than of 
what we enjoy, that the ideas of pain predominate in 
almoft every mind. What is recoUeftion but a revival 
of vexations, or hiftory but a record of war8,.treafonb^ 
und calamities ? Death, which is confidered as thq 
-greateft evil, happens to all. The greateft ^ood, be 
it what it will, is the lot but of a part. * 

That they fliould often fee death is to be expeded i 
becaufe death isanevent frequent and important. But 
they fee likewife more pleafing incidents. A gentle- 
man told me, that when he had once gone far f|bm his 
own ifland, one of his labouring fervants predided 
his return, and defcribed the livery of his attendant, 
which he had never worn at home ; and which had 
been, withoiat any previous defign, octafxonally given 
him. ' ^ • 

' Our defire of information 'was keen, and our in- 
quiry frequent. Mr. BofwdPs « franknefs and gaiety 
made every body communicative j and we heard 
many tales of thefe airy {hows, with more or lefs evi-^ 
dence and diftihdnefs. . / 

It is the common talk of the Lowland Sc&ts^ that 
the notion of the Second Sight ij wearing awnjr with: 

" " othcc 
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ether fuperftitions 5 and that its reality is no ^longer 
iiippofed, but by the grofleft people. How far its 
prevalence ever extended, or what ground it has loft^. 
I know not. The iflanders of all degrees, whether of 
rank or underftanding, univerfally admit it, except 
the minifters, who univerfally deny it, and are fuf- 
pefted to deny it, in confequence of a fyfkm, againft 
conviftion. One of them honeftly told me, tiaat he 
came to Sky with a rcfolution not to- believe it. 

Strong reafons for incredulity will readily occur. 
This faculty of feeing things out of fight is k^cal, 
and commonly ufelefs.* It is a breach of the com* 
mon order of things, without any vifible reafon or 
perceptible benefit. It is afcribed only to a peo- 
ple very little enlightened ; and among . them, for the 
moft part, to the mean and ignorant. ' 

, To the confidence of thefe objedions it may be 
replied, that by preluming to determine what is fit, 
and what is beneficial, they prefuppofe more know- 
ledge of the unlverfal fyftem than man has attained ; 
and therefore depend upon principles too coniipli- 
jcated and extenfive for oyr comprebenfion ; and 
that there can be no fecurity in the confequence, 
when the premifes are -not underftood ; that the 
Second Sight is only wonderful becaufe it is rare, for, 
•confidered in itfelf, it involves, no more difiiculty 
than dreams, or perhaps than the regular exercife 
.of the cogitative faculty ; that a general opinion of 
(Communicative impulfes, or vifionary reprefenta- 
tions, has prevailed in all ages and all nations; 
that patticplar ipftanc^s have been given, with fuch 
evidence as neither Bacon nos >J5^//i^has been ^U^Ie to 

refill i 
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refiil s (hut fud^H impreffionS) which the evei|^{ia& 
verijied> hare Ijeen felt by more than own? or jp^blilb 
^liem ; that the S^jpond Sight of the Hebrides implies 
only the Ipc^ frequency of a power which is bo wherf 
totally unknown $ and that where we are vna&le t4 
decide by antecedent ^eafon, we muft be content t^ 
yield to the force of teftimony. 

By prptenlGon to SesQnd Sights no profit was ever 
ibught or gained. It is an invduntary afll^^on, in 
!ii4Hch neither hope nor fear are known to ha^e any 
part. Thofe who profcfs to feel it do not boaft of it 
.as a privilege, nor are confidered by others as adtaiK 
tagepufly diftinguilhed* They have po temptation to 
feign ^ and their hearers have no motive to encourage 
the impofture. 

Totalk with any of thefe feers is not ea(y* Tberj 
is one living in Sky^ with whom we would have gladly 
.converfed j, but he was very grofs and ig^rant^ an4 
Mnew no Bnglijh. The proportion in thefe countries 
0f the poor to the rich is fuch, that if we fui^x>fe the 
quality to beaccidentaly it can very rarely happen to a 
man of education; and yet our fuch men it lias Axne*- 
fimes fallen, There is now a feeond lighted gentle^ 
pan in the Bighdands^ who complains of the terrors to 
which he is ej^fpofed, 

The foresight of .the.feeris is not always pre&i-* 
f nee : they ^re imprefled with im^es, of whi^i thj^ 
f vent only (hews thei^ thf meaning, They tell what 
they have feen to others, whq are at that time . not 
.more knowing than thea:|(e^v«si, but may become at 
|aft very adequate witiiefles, fc^ qofl^parin^ the narra* 
iiv9,witfe its verification. 

6 ' X(j 
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; To colledt fufficient teftimonies for tfce fatisfee-i. 
tion of the publickj or of ourfelvcs, would huve re^ 
quired more tinae than we could beftow. . Thcr© 
15,. againft it, the fecming analogy of thiij^ coa« 
fufedly feen, md little uaderftood ; and for itj the 
in/3iftin<9: cry of nittional perfuafioQ, which may be 
perhaps refolved at laft into . prejudi» and tradi-« 
f)on. I never could advance my curioCty to con- 
Tijidion 5 but canje away at Jaft only willing to bc^ 
lieve. 

As there fubfifts no longer in the iflandj, touch of 
i;hat peculiar and difcriminative form oflife, of which 
the idea had delighted our imagination, we were mU 
Ijng to lillen to fuch accounts of paft times as would 
be given us* But we foon found what memorials 
were to be expected from an illiterate people, wbofc 
whde time n a feries of diftrefs i wlirre every . morn-* 
jng is labouring with expe^ient^ for the evening; and 
where, all mental paiqs or pleaCure ^rofe from, tho 
dread of winter,, the expeftation of fpring* the ca^- 
prices of their chiefs, and the motions of the neigh* 
bouring clan^ i where there was neither ihame from 
ignorance, nor pride in knowledge; neither curiofity 
to inquire, nor vanity to communicate. 

The chiefs indeed were exempt from urgent pe*. 
nury and daily difficulties ; and in their houfes were 
prefcrved what accounts remained of paft ages. Bujt 
the chiefs were fometimes ignorant and. caretefs, and 
fometimes kept bufy by turbulence and conten- 
tion; and one generation of ignorance efiaces the 
whole fcri€9 of unwritten hiftory, Books are Ciith-. 
fwl I^p6t<>ri??i| whifh nxxv l?e a >yhile negledc^ 

9? 
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or forgotten ; but when they are opened again, will 
again impart their inftrudion : memory, once inter- 
rupted, is not to be rccallecl. Written learning is a 
fixed luminarjs which, after the ctoud that had hidden 
it has paft away, is again bright in its proper ftation.' 
Tradition is but a meteor, which, if once it falls, can- 
not be rekiitdied. 

It fecms to be univerfally fuppofed, that much of 
the local biftbry was preferved by the bards, of whom 
one is f^id to have been retained by every great fa- 
mily. After thefe bards were fome of my firft in- 
quiries i and I received fuch anfwers as, for a while,* 
made me pleafe myfelf with my increafe of know- 
ledge; for I had not then learned how to eftimate the 
narration of a Highlanden * : 

They faid that a great family had a bard and a 
fenachiy who were the poet and hiftorian of the houfe j 
and an old gentleman told me that he remembered 
one of each. Here was a dawn of intelligence. Of 
men that had lived within memory, fome certain 
knowledge might be attained. » Though the officq 
had ceaied, its efFeds might continue; the poems 
might be found, though there was no poet. 

Another converfation indeed informed me, that 
.the feme man was both bard and fcnachi. This 
variation difcouraged me ; but as the praftice might 
be diiFerent in different times, or at the fame time 
in different families,, there wa^ yet no reafon for fup- 
pofing that I muft neceffarily fit down in total 
ignorance. 

Soon after- I was told by a gentleman who is 
generally acknowledged the grcateft mailer pf Her 

bridian 
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M*Ji7«. antiquities, that there had indeed once beeii 
t)oth bards and feqachies; an^ thzt fenacAi fignified 
tie man of talk^ or of converfation ; but that neither 
bard' nor^fenachi had exifted for fomc centuries. I 
bave no reafon to fuppofe it exadly known at what 
time the cuilom ceafed, nor did it probably ceafe in 
all haufes at once* But whenever the pradtice of 
recitation was difufed, the works, whether poetical 
or hiitorical, periflied with the authors ; for in thofe 
times nothing had been written in the Earfe Ian- 
guage. 

Whether the man of talk was an hiftorian, whofe of- 
fice was to tell truth, or a ftory-teller, like thofe which 
were in the laft century, and perhaps are now among 
the IriJJij whofe trade was only to amufe, it now would 
be vain to inquire. 

Moft of the domeftick offices were, I believe, here^ 
ditary ; and probably the laureat of a clan was al- 
ways the fon of the laft laureat. The hiftory of the 
race could no otherwife be communicated or retained ; 
but what genius could be expedted in a poet by \v\r 
heritance ? 

The nation was wholly illiterate. Neither bard^ 
nor fenachies could write or read ; but if they were 
ignorant, there was no danger of deteftion ; they were 
believed by thofe whofe vanity they flattered. 
. The recital of genealogies, which has been con- 
fidered as very efficacious to the prefervation of a true 
ieries of anceftry, was anciently made when the heir 
of the family came to manly age. This praftice has 
never fubfifted within time of memory, nor was 
much credit due to fuch rehearfers, who might ob- 
trude 
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trude fiftitious pedigrees, cither to pteafe thtttr tniifi- 
tcrs, or to bide tht dcficlctiey of thctf own mc*' 
ttionesi 

Where tig clnef^ of the tH^htandr hare found the 
hiftories of their defcetit is difficult to tcHj forxwy 
Earfe genealogy was ever written. In genera! this 
iOnly is evident, that th^ pfhcipal houfe of 21 clan 
Inuft be Very ancient, and that tho{& tnuft have IrvedF 
Jong in a place, of whom it k not known when they' 
came thither. 

Hius hopelcfs are all attempts to find any traces t>i 
JSghland learning. Nor are their primitive cuftoms 
and ancient manner of life otherwife than "^ctj faintly 
«nd uncertainly remembered -by the prefent race. 

The peculiarities which ftrike the native of a coth^ 
fliercial country, proceeded in a great meafore' ifront 
the want of money. To the fervants and depend-* 
ants that Were not domeftiqks, and, if an eftiniatc bd 
Iftade from the capacity of any of their old houfeft 
vrhich I have fecn,' their domefticks could hare beeii 
but few, were appropriated certain portions of land 
for their fupport. Maidonald has a piece of ground 
yet^ called the Bardis or Senachies field. When a " 
beef was killed for the houfe, particular parts were 
claimed as fees by the feveral officers, or wot^men. 
What was the right of each I have not learned. ' Th6 
head belonged to the fmith, and the udder of a cow 
to the piper; the weaver had likewife his particular 
part ; and fo many pieces followed thefe prefcriptive 
claims, that the laird's was at kft but fittle. 

The payment of rent in kind hrts been fo long 
difufed mEn^landy that it is totally forgotten. It was 

praftifed 
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pra£tifed very lately in file Hebrides ^ ancl {Mbftbly 
fttll continues, "hot only it 9t. KUda^ Whefe money U 
not yet knowti, but in othets <3f tlie fmalkr and re- 
moter fflands. It w^ere pcrhiipB t^ be de^^, <h*t *ft* 
diange in this particulat Ihobld haw 1>«en tt^A6* 
When the laird could only eat the produde <rf hiH 
land$, h^ was under the neccffity of refiding updft 
them; and when tbeteftant could tiot cottv^st hft 
fitxrk into more portabte tiches, he coald never bfc 
tempts away from his farm, from the toly placfe 
tvhefc he could be wealthy* Money confounds fttb- 
ordination, by overpowcritig the diftinftions of im|l 
and btrth^and weakens authority, by fupplying power 
rf rcfiftance, or expedients for efeape. QUie fead^ 
fyftetti is formed for isi nation employed in s^icukuTe, 
and has never long kept its hold wberfc gold and filv^ 
have become commoft, 

Tlieir arms were anciently tbc Glaymre^ or great 
twQ*handed fword, and afterwards the tvMo-edgcd 
iword and target, or buckler, which was fuftained oaf 
lAc left arm. In the midft of the targfety which wat 
made of wood, covered with leather, ^nd ftudded with 
tMiife, a flender lance, about two feel long, was fome^ 
<imes fixed ; it was heavy and cu«niberous> and ac^ 
cordingly has for foit>e time paft been gradtially laid 
^ftfidc* Very fewtai]gets were at Ouitodin. The.dirk^ 
tM" bfoad dagger, I am afraid, was of more ufe in pri* 
VMe-quwrek than in battles. The Lo^hubtr 4x is only 
a flight alteration of the oXdiEnglifli bilL 

Aft©r ail that has been faid of rhfe forte and ter^ 
-rour of the Highland Iword, I cowld not find that Xhk 
^rtof defente was any pat^t of common education. 

The 
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The gentlemen were perhaps fometimes fkiliful gla^ 
diators, but the common men had no other powers 
.than thofe of yioknc,e^pd .tourage. Yet it is wcU 
known, that the onfet of the Hi^^anders was very 
formidable. As an army cannot confift of philofo- 
;phers, a panick is eafily e^^cited by any unwonted 
:Xnode of aniigyance. New dangers are naturally mag- 
.Dified 9 and. men 'accu|ton:)ed only to exchange bullets 
:at adiftance, and rather t9 hear their enemies than fee 
jthem, are difcouraged and amazecl when they find 
Jthemfelves encountered hand; to hand, ajid catch the 
jgleam of flbel flafhiog in their faces. 
- The Highland weapons -gave opportunity for many 
exertions of perfonaj courage, and fometimes for (in- 
gle combats in the fields like thofe which occur 
fo frequently in /abulpus wars. At Falkirk^ a gen* 
tleman now living, was, I fuppofe after the retreat of 
the king's troops, engaged at a diftance from the reft 
.with an Irijh dragoon. . They ^ were both Ikilful 
fwordfmen, and the conteft was not eafily decided : 
.the dc^oo^ at latt had the advantage, and the /%^- 
Jander called for quarter \ but quarter was refufed 
him, and the fight continued till he was reduced to 
defend himfelf upon his.knee. At that inftant one of 
the Macleods came to his refcue ; who, as it is faid, ofr 
fered quarter to the dragoon, but he thought himfelf 
obliged to rejeft what he had before refufed, and, as 
battle gives little time to deliberate, was immediately 
tilled. . , 

. Funerals were formerly foleranized by calling 
multitudes together, and entertaining them at a great 
expenfe; . This emulation of ufelefs cofl has been 

' for 
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for fonle time difcquragcd, znd at laft in the ifle of 5^^ 
i^ almoll fqppreffed. 

Of the Earfi language, as I underftand nothing, I . 
cannot fay more than I have been told. It is the rude 
lj)cechofa barbarous people, who had few thoughts to 
exprefe, and were content, as they conceived grofsly^ 
to be grofsly underftood. After wliat has been lately 
talked of Highland bards, and Highland genius, many 
will ftartle when they are told, that the Earfe never wa^ 
^ written language i ' that th^re is not in the world an 
] fiarfe manufcript a hundred years old ; and that the 
founds of the Highlanders were never expreffed by let- 
ters, till fome little books of piety were tranilated, and 
a metrical verfion of the Pfalms was made by the fy- 
nod oiArgyie. Whoever therefore now writes in this 
language, (pells according to his own perception of the 
found, and his own idea of the power of the letters- 
The fVdJb and the Irijh are cultivated tongues. The 
IVelJh^ two hundred years ago, infulted their Jlnglijh 
neighbours for the inftability of their orthography j 
while the Earfe merely floated in the breath of the peo» 
pie, and could therefore receive little improvement* 

When a language begins to teem with books, it is 
tending to refinement ; as thofc who undertake to 
teach others muft have undergone fome labour in 
improving themfelves, they fet a proportionate value 
on theirown thoughts, and wifti to enforce them by 
efficacious exprcfiicms ; fpeech becomes embodied and 
permanent ; diflerent modes and phrafes arc com^ 
pared, and the beft obtains an eftabliflament. By de^ 
grees, one age improves upon another* Exadnefs is 
Vol. Vni. A a firjft 
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firft obtained; and afterwards elegance^. But didion^' 
merely vocal, is always in its childhood. As no man^ 
leaves his eloquence behind him, the new generations 
have all to learn. There may poffibly be books with-? 
out a poliflied language, but there can be no poliftied 
language without books. 

That the bards could not read more than the reft 
of their countrymen, it is reafonable to fuj^ofe ; bc- 
caufe, if they had read, they could probably have writ- 
ten ; and how high their compofitions may reafonablf 
be rated, an enquirer may beft judge by confidering 
what ftores of imagery, what principles of ratiocination, 
what comprehenfion of knowledge, and what delicacy 
of elocution he has known any man attain who cannot 
read. The ftate of the bards was yet more hopelefs^ 
He that cannot read, may now converfe withthofe that 
can ; but the bard was a barbarian among barbarians, 
who, knowing nothing himfelf, lived with others that 
knew no more. ' » 

There has lately been in the illands one of thefc 
illiterate poets, who hearing the Bible read at church, 
is faid to have turned the facrcd hiftory into verfe. I 
heard part of a dialogue, compofed by him, tranflat- 
ed by a young lady in Mtill^ and thought it had more*- 
meaning than I expefted from a man totally uneducat- 
ed ; but he had fome opportunities of knowledge; he 
lived among a learned people. After all that has been 
done for the inftruiftion of the HighlanderSj the antipa* 
thy between their language and literature ftill conti- 
nues ; and no man that has learned only Earfe is, at 
this time, able to read. 

The 
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' The Eatfe has many dialeds, and the words ufed in 
fonie illands are not always known in others. In lite- 
rate nations, though the pronunciation, and fometimes 
thfe words of common fpeech, may differ, as now in 
England^ compared with the fouth of Scotland^ yet there 
is a written diftipn, which pervades alj dialefts, apd 
is underftood in every province. But where the wholQ 
language is colloquial, he that has only one part, never 
gets the reft, as he cannot get it but by change of re- 
fidence^ . 

In an unwritten fpeech, nothing that is not very 
(hort is tranfmitted from one generation to another. 
Few have opportunities of hearing a long compofition 
often enough to learn it, or have inclination to repeat 
it fo often as is neceifary to retain it ; and what is 
once foi^otten is loft for even I believe there can- 
not be recovered in the whole Earfe language, five 
hundred lines of which there is any evidence to prove 
them a hundred years old. Yet I hear that the father of 
OJJian boafts of two chefts more of ancient poetry, which 
he fupprefles, becaufe they are too good for the EngUJIi. 

He that goes into the Highlands with a mind ha* 
turally acquiefcent, and a credulity eager for wonders, 
may come back with an opinion very different from 
mine ; for the inhabitants, knowing the ignorance of 
all ftrangers in their language and antiquities, perhaps 
are not very fcrupulous adherents to truth ; yet I. do 
not fay that they deliberately fpeak ftudied falfehood^ 
. or have a fettled purpofe'to deceive. They hsive en- 
quired and confidercd little, and do not always feel 
their o^n ignorance. They are not much accuftomed 
to be interrogated by others : aad feeoi never to have 
A a 2 ' - thought 
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thought upon interrogating themfclvcs; fo tblt if tihcy 
do not know what they tell to be true, they lifcewife do 
not diftinftly perceive it to be falfc. 

Mr. Bofivell was very diligent in his enquiries ; and 
the refult of his inveftigationt was, that the anfwer tQ 
the fecond queffion was commonly fuch as nullified 
the anfwer to the firft. 

We were b, while told, that they had an oM tranfia^ 
tion of the fcriptures; and told it till it would appear 
obftinacy to enquire again. Yet by continued aecu* 
kiulation of queftions we found, that the tranflation 
meant, if any meaning there were> was nothing eUe 
than the Irijk Bible. 

We heard of manufcripts that were, or that had 
been, in the hands of fdmebody's father, or grand* 
father ; but at kft wc had no reafon to believe they 
were other than Iriji. Martin mentions kifi^ but 
never any EMrfe manufcripts, to be found in the iflands 
in his time. ' . 

I fuppofe my opinion of the poems of Offian 'n 
already difcovered, I believe they neVer exifted ia 
any other form than that which we have feen. The 
editor, or author, never could (hew the origiiial;. nor 
Can it be (hewn by any other ; to revenge reafbnable 
incredulity, by refufing evidence, is a degree of info* 
fence, with which the world is not yet acquainted^ 
and ftubborn audacity is the laft refuge of guilt. 1% 
woyld be eafy to (hew it if he had it ; but wfaencf . 
could it be had ? It is too long to be remembered^ 
and the language formerly had nothing written,. He 
has doubtlefs inferted names that circulate in popular 
Aories, and may have tranfhted ibme wanderin|p 
"h ballads^ 
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ballads, if any can be found; aad the names, and fome 
of the images, being recolleAed, make an inaccurate 
auditor imagine, by the help of Caledonian bigotry, 
that he has formerly heard the whole. 

I afkeda very learned minifter in Sky^ who had ufed 
all arts to make me believe the ^enuinenefs of the 
book, whether: at laft he believed it himfelf ? but he 
would not anfwer. He wiftied me to be deceived, for 
the honour of his country ; but would not direiftly and . 
formally deceive me. Yet has this man's teftimony 
been publickly produced, as of one that held Fingal 
to be the work of Qffian. 

It isfaid, that fome men of integrity profefs to have 
heard parts of it, but they, all heard them when they^ 
were boys ; and it was never faid that any of them 
could recite fix lines. They remember names, and 
perhaps fome proverbidl fentiments ; and having no 
diftind ideas, coin a refemblance without an original. 
The perfuafion of the Scots^ however, is far from uni- 
vcrfal ; and in a queftion fo capable of proof, why 
Ihould doubt be fufFered to continue ? The editor has 
been heard to fay, that part of the poem was received 
by him, in the Saxon charafter. He has then found, 
by fome peculiar fortune, an unwritten language, writ- 
ten in a character which the natives probably never 
beheld. 

I have yet fuppofed no impofture but in the pub- 
Iffher ; yet I am far from certainty, that fome tranfla- 
tions have not been lately made, that may now be ob- 
truded as parts of the original work. Credulity on 
one part is a ftrong temptation to deceit on the other, 
efpeoidily to' deceit of which no perfonal injury is 

A a 3 the 
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the confequence, and which flatters the author with^ 
his own ingenuity. The Scots have fomething to 
plead for their eafy reception of an improbable fiftion r 
they are feduced • by their fondnefs for their fuppofed 
apceftors. A Scotchman muft be a very fturdy mora- 
llft, who does not love Scotland better than truth ; he 
, will always love it better than enquiry : and if falfe- 
hood flatters his vanity, will not be very diligent to 
detedt it. Neither ought the EngtiJIi to be much in- 
fluenced by Scotch authority ; for of the paft and pre- 
fent ftate of the whole Edrfe nation, the howlanders 
are at lead as ignorant as ourfelves. To be ignorant 
is painful ; but it is dangerous to quiet our uneafi- 
nefs by the delufive opiate of hafty perfuafion. 

But this is the age in which thofe who could not 
tead, have been fuppofed to write; in which the 
giants of antiquated romance have been exhibited as 
realities. If we know little of the ancient Highlanders^ 
let us not fill the vacuity with OJfian. If we have not 
fearched the Magellanick regions, let us however for- 
bear to people them with Patagons. 

Having waited fome days at Armidel^ we were flat- 
tered at laft with a wind that promifed to convey ,us to 
Mull. We went on board a boat that was taking in 
kelp, and left the ifle of Sky behind us. We Were 
doomed to experience^ like others, the danger of truft- 
ing to the wind^ which blew againft iis, in a ftidrt 
time, with fuch violence, that we, being no feafoned 
fallors, were willing to call it a tempeft. I was feair 
lick, and lay down. Mr. Bofwell kept the deck. The 
matter knew not well whither to go; and our diffi- 
culties might perhaps have filled a . very ' pathetick 

page, 
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fzge^ had not Mr. Maclean of Cok who, with every 
other qualification which infular life requires, is a very 
aftive and fkilful mariner, piloted us fafe into his own 
harbour. 

COL. 

In the morning we found ourfelves under the iflc 
of Co/, where we landed ; and paflcd the firft day and 
night with captain Maclean^ a gentleman who has 
lived fome time in the Eaft Indies j but having de» 
throned no Nabob, is not too rich to fettle in his own 
country. 

Next day the wind was fair, and we might have had 
en eafy paflage to Mull ; but having, contrarily to our 
cwn intention, landed upon a new ifland, we would not 
leave it wholly unexamined. We therefore fufFered the 
veffel to depart without us, and trufted the ikies for an^ 
other wind. 

Mr, Maclean of Co/, having a very nunfierous fami-» 
ly, has, for fome time pad, refided at Aberdeeny that he 
may fuperintend their education, and leaves the young 
gentleman, our friend, to govern his dominions, witli 
the full power of a Highland chief. By the abfence of 
the laird's family, our entertainment was made more 
difficult, becaufe the houfe was in a great degree dif- 
furniftied ; but young Ca/'s kindnefs and activity fup- 
plied all defedts, and procured us more than fufficient 
accommodation. 

Here I firft mounted a little Highland fteed 5 and 
if there had been many fpedators, (hould have been 
Ibmewhat alhamed of my figure in the march. The 
horjfes of the iilands, as of other barren countries, 
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wc very low: they are indeed mufcuiousi andftioii^ 
. beyond what their fize gives reafon for cKp^ing j but 
A bulky man upon one of their backs makes a very 
ditproportionate appearance. 

From the habitation of captain Ma(lean we went 
to Griffipol^ but called by the way on Mr. HeSlor 
Mdtilean^ the minifter of Co/, whom we found in a 
iiiit, that is, a houlc of duly one floor, but with ^in* 
dows and chimney, and not inelegantly fumi(hed. Mr^ 
idaelcM has the reputation of great learning : hb is 
^eventy-feten yfears old, but not infirm, with a -look 
of venerable dignity excelling what I remtmbet in any 
Other man. 

Hrs donverfation was hot unfuitable to his appear-* 
tnce* I loft fomc of his gobd-will, by treating ii he* 
retical writer With more regard than, in his opmioo, a 
heretick could deferve, I honoured his orthcidoxy»- 
and did not niuch cenfure his afperity. A bun wh6 
has fettled his opinions, does not love tohavb the tran* 
<juillity of his tonvi<5tion difturbed j and at* fcvirity- 
feven it is time to be in earneft', ^ . 

Mention was made of the Eatfe ti^flatron df thf 
New Teftamcnt, which hats been lately publi(hed, and 
Gf which the learhed Mn Macqueen of Sty fpoke with 
Commendation i but Mr. Maclean faid, he did not ufe 
it, becaufe he couW make the texl more intelligible to 
his auditors by an extemporary verfiont From this I 
inferred, that the language of the translation was not; 
the language of the ifle oiCd. 

He has no publick edifice for the exercife of his 
piiniftry; and can officiate to qo greater number 
than a room eah c(5ntain ; and the room of a hut is 
Hot very Igrge* This is all the Opportuaity of wor^ 
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fliip that is now granted to the inliabitants .o^ the 
ifland, foi;ne. bf whom muft travel thither perhaps 
ten miles. Two chapels were erefted by their an- 
ceftors, of which I faw the fkeletons, which now 
ftand faithful witnefles of the triumph of Refor- 
mation. 

The want of churches is not the only impediment 
to piety : there is likewife a want of minifters. A 
parilh often contains more iflands than one ; and each 
ifland can have the minifter only in its own turn. At 
Raafay they hadj I think, a right to fervice only every 
third Sunday. All the provifion made by the prefent 
ecclefiaftical conftitution, for the inhabitants of about 
a hundred fquare miles, is a prayer and fermon in a 
little room, once in three weeks ; and even this par* 
fimonious diftribution is at the mercy of the wear 
ther:' and in thofe iflands , where the minifter does 
not refide, it is impoffible to tell how many week$ 
or months may pafs without any piablicjc e:^eFcire ci 
religion, 

ORIS8IPOL IN cot* 

After a (liort converfation with Mr. Macleany w^ 
Went on to Griffipol^ a houfe and farm tenanted by 
Mr. MacfWeyriy where I faw more of the ancient' life 
of a Highlander than I had yet found. Mrs. Mac^ 
fweyn could fpeak no Englijky and had never feen any 
other places than the iflands of Sky^ MuU^ and Col :- 
but ftie was bofpitable and good-humoured, and fpread 
her table with fufficient liberality. We found te^ 
here, as in every other place, but our fpoons we^ o( 
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The houfe of Griffipol ftands by a brook very clear 
and quick t which is, I fuppofe, one of the moft co- 
pious ftreams in the ifland. This place was the fcene 
of an aftion, much celebrated in the traditional hi^ftory 
of G?/, but which probably no two relaters will tell 
alike. 

Some time, in the obfcure ages, Macneil of Barra 
married the lady Maclean^ who had the ifle of Col for 
herjointure. Whether Mtfr//<?/7 detained C(?/, when the 
widow was dead, or whether (lie lived fo long as to 
make her heirs impatient, is perhaps not now known. 
The younger fon, called John Gerves^ or John the 
Giants a, man of great ftrength, who was then in Ire^ 
iandy either for fafety or for education, dreamed of re* 
covering his inheritance ; and getting fomc advcnturen 
together, which in thofe unfettled times was not hard 
to do, invaded Co/. He was driven away, but was not 
difcouraged, and collefting new followers, in thre^ 
years came again with fifty men. In his way he flop* 
ped at ArtoriniJ}i in Morverriy where his uncle was pri- , 
fojier to Macleody and was then with his eneniies in a 
tent. Maclean took with him only one fervant, whom 
be ordered to ftay at the out fide ; and where he (hould 
fee the tent prefled outwards, to ftrijke with his dirk ; 
it being the intention of Maclean^ as any man pro- 
voked him, to lay hands upon him, and pufh him 
back. He entered the tent alone, with his Lochaber 
axe in his hand, and flruck fuch terror into the whole 
aflcmbly, that they difmiffed his uncle. 

When he landed at Co/, he faw the fentinel, who 
kept watch towards the fea, running off to Griffipol^ 
to give M^cncil^ who w^ there with a hundred and 

twenty 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 363 

twenty men, an account of the invafion. He told 
MacgiU^ one of his followers^ that if he intercepted 
that dangerous intelligence, by catching the courier, 
he would give him certain lands in Mull. Upon this 
promife Macgill purfueJ the meffenger, and either 
killed or ftopped him ; and his pofterity^ till very 
lately, held the lands in MulL 

' The alarm being thus prevented, he came uncx- 
peftedly upon MacneiL Cniefs were in thofe days 
never wholly unprovided for an enemy. A. fight en- 
fued, in which one of their followers is iaid to have 
given an extraordinary proof of activity, by bounding 
backwards njver the brook of GriJJipoL Macneil being 
killed, and many of his clan deftroyed, Maclean took 
poffeffion of the ifland, which the Macneils attempted 
to conquer by another invafion, but were defeated and 
repulfed. 

Maclean^ in his turn, invaded the eftateof the Mac^ 
neilsy took the caftle of Brecacigy and conquered the 
ifle of Barra, which he held, for iQV^n years, and then 
reftored it to the heirs, 

CASTLE OFCOL. 

. From GriJJipQl Mx. Maclean conduced us to his 
father's feat ; a neat new houfe ereded near the old 
^^aie, I think, by the laft proprietor. Here we were 
i^llowed to take our ftation, and lived very commo* 
diouljy, while we waited fpr moderate weather and a 
f^ir wind, which we did not fo foon obtain, but we ■ 
bad time to get fome information of the prefent ftate 
of Col, partly by enquiry, and partly by pccafiorial 

e:jCCurf;ons, 
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Col Is computed to be thirteen miles in length, and 
three in breadth. Both the eifds are the property of 
the duke of Argyky but the middle belongs to Mac^ 
kan^ who is called C^/, as the only laird. 

Col is not properly rocky ; it is rather one con- 
tinued rock, of a furface much diverfified with pro- 
tuberances, and covered with a thin layer of earth, 
which is often broken, and difcOvers the ftone. 
Such a foil is not for plants that ftrike deep roots 5 
and perhaps in the whole ifland nothing has ever yet 
grown to the height of a table. The uncultivated 
parts are clothed with heath, among which induftry 
has interfperfed fpots of grafs and corn.; but no at- 
tempt has been made to raife a tree. Young Co/, 
who has a very laudable defire of improving his pa- 
trimony, purpofes fome time to plant an orchard; 
which, if it be fheltered by a wall, may perhaps fuc-^ 
cecd. He has introduced the culture of turnips, of ' 
which he has a field, where the whole work was per- 
formed by his own hand. His intention is to pro- 
vide food for his cattle in the^vinter. This innova-* 
tion was confidered by Mr, Macfweyn as the idle pro- 
jeft of a young head, heated with Englijh fancies; 
but he has now found that turnips will really 
grow, and that hungry Iheep and cows will really 
pat them. 

By fuch acquifitions as thefe, the Hebrides may in 
time rife above their annual diftrefs; Wherever heath 
will grow, there is reafon to think fomething better 
may draw nourlfhment ; and by trying the production 
of other places, plants will be found fuitable to every 
foil, ■ ^ . 
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Col has many lochs, fome of which have trouts 
and eels, and others have never yet been flocked; 
another proof of the negligence of the iflanders, who 
might take filh in the inland waters when they cannot 
go to fea. 

Their quadrupeds are horfes, cows, (beep, and 
goats. They have neither deer, hares, nor rabbits* 
They have no vermin, except rats, which have been 
lately broOght thither by fea, as to other places j and 
jire free from ferpents, frogs, and toads. 

The harveft in Co/ and in Lemisy is ripe fooner thaa 
in Sky, and the winter in Col is never cold, but very 
tempeftuous. I know not that I ever heard the wind 
fo loud in any other place ; and Mr. Bofwell obferved 
that its noiie was all its own, for there were no trees 
to increafc it. 

Noife is not the worft effeft of the tempefts ; foi 
they have thrown the fand from the fliore over a con- 
fiderable part of the land, and is faid ftill to encroach 
wd deftroy more and more paflure ; but I am not of 
opinion, that by any furveys or land-marks, its limits 
have been ever fixed, or its progreffion afcertained. 
If one man has confidence enough to fay, that it ad* 
vances, nobody can bring any proof to fupport him in 
denying it. The reafon why it is not fpread to a greater 
extent, feems to be, that the wind and rain come al<^ 
moft together, and that it is made clofe and heavy by 
the wet before the ftorms can put it ii^ motion. So 
thick is the bed, and fo fmall the particles, that if % 
traveller (hould be caught by a fuddea guft in dry 
weather, he would find it very difScult to efcapc 
with life* 

V ' Tot 
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For natural curlofities I was (hown only two great 
niaiTes of ftone, which lie loofe upon the ground ; 
one on the top of a hill, and the other at a fraall dif- 
tance from the bottom. They certainly were never 
put into their prefent places by human ftrength or 
Ikill ; ,ahd though an earthquake might have broken 
off the lower ftone, and rolled it into the valley, no 
account can be given of the other, which lies on the 
hill, unlefs, which I forgot to examine, there be ftill 
near it fome higher rock, from which it might be torn* 
All nations have a tradition, that their earlieft anceftors 
were giants, and thefe Hones are faid ta have been 
thown up and down by a giant and his miftreft. 
There are fo many more important things of which 
human knowledge can give no account, that it may be 
forgiven us, if we fpeculatc no longer on two ftoncs 
in CoL 

This ifland is very populous. About nine-and* 
twenty years ago, the fencible men of Col were reck- 
oned one hundred and forty ; which is the fixth of 
eight hundred and forty ; and probably fome con* 
trived to be left out of the lift. The minifter told 
us, that a few years ago the inhabitants were eight 
hundred, between the ages of feven and of feventy. 
Round numbers arc fcldom exad* But in this cafe 
the authority is good, aod the error likely to be little. 
If to the eight hundred be added what the laws of 
computation require, they will be increafed to at leafl 
a thoufand; and if the dimenfiohs of the country 
have been accurately related, every mile maintains 
tnore than twenty-five. 

This 
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This proportion of habitation is greater than the 
appearance of the country feem^ to admit 5 for where- 
ever the eye wanders, it feems nuich waftc and little 
cultivation. I am more inclined to extend the land, 
of which no meafure has ever been taken, than to di- 
minifti the people, who have been really numbered* 
Let it be fuppofed, that a computed mite contains a 
mile and a half, as was commonly found true in the 
menfuration of the Englijh roads, and we fhall then al- 
lot nearly twelve to a mile, which agrees much better 
with ocular obfervation. 

Here, as in 5ifey, and other iflands, arc the laird, the 
tackfmen, and the under-tenants. 

Mr* Maclean^ the laird, has very extenfive pofleC- 
fions, being proprietor, not only of far the greater part 
of Col^ but of the extenfive ifland of Rutn^ and a very 
confiderable territory in Mull. 

Rum is one of the larger iilands, almofl fquare, and 
therefore of great capacity in proportion to its fides. 
By the ufual method of eftimating computed extent, it 
may contain more than a hundred and twenty fquare 
miles. 

It originally belonged to Clanronaldj and was pur- 
chafed by Col ; who, in fome difpute about the bar- 
gain, made Clanronald prironei", and kept him nine 
months in confinement. Its owner reprefcnts it as 
mountainous, rugged, and barren* In the hills there 
are red deer. The horfcs are very fmall, but of a 
breed eminent for beauty. Col^ not long ago, bought 
one of thim from a tenant ^ who told him, that as he 
was of a fhape uncommonly elegant, he could not fell 
him but at a high price ; and that whoever had him 
ihould pay a guinea and a half^ 

There 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



368 A JOURNEY TO THE 

There arc faid to be in Bm-ra a race of bor^d 
yet fmaller, of which the higheit is not above thirty^* 
£x inches, , 

The rent cf Rum is npt great* Mr. Maclean de^ 
dared that he fhould be very rich, if he could fet hin 
}and at twopence halfpenny an aero. . The inhabit 
tants are fifty-eight fanailios, who continued papifti 
for fome time after the laird became a proteftant^ 
Their adherence to their old religion was ftrengtht 
ened'by the countenance of the laird's fitter, a zealous 
Romanifti till one Sunday as they were going to ma& 
under th^ condud of their patronefs; Mackan mtt 
them on the way, gave one of them a blow on the 
head with a yellow ftick^ I fuppofe a cane, for which 
the Earfe had no name, and drove them to the kirk^ 
from which they have never fincc departed. Since 
the ufe of this method of converfion, the inhabi- 
tants oi Egg and Cannae who continue papifts, call 
the proteftantifm of i?»w> the religion of the Yellaw 
Stick. 

The only popifh iflands are Egg and Cauna. Egg 
is the principal ifland of aparifli, in which, though he 
has no congregation, the proteftarit minifter refides* 
Y have heard of nothing curious in it, but the cave in 
which a former generation of the iflanders were fmot 
thcred by Ma^leod. 

If we had travelled with more leifure, it had not 
been fit to have negle&ed the popiflx iflands. Po* 
pery is favQurable to ceremony ; and ^mong igno- 
rant nations ceremony is the only prefervative of 
tradition. Since proteftantifm was extended to the 
i^age parts of Swlandy it has perhaps been one of 
the chief labour? of the minifters to abolifli dated 

obfervances. 
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cbfcrvances, becaufe they continued the remembrance 
of the former religion. We therefore, who came to^ 
bear old traditions, and fee antiquated manners, (hould 
probably have found them amorigft the papifts. 

Cannay the other popifti ifland, belongs to C//wr- 
rona/J. It is faid not to comprife more than twelve* 
miles of land, arid yet maintains as many inhabitants 
as Rum. 

We were at Col under the proteftion of the young 
laird, without any of the diftrefles which Mr. Pen- 
nanty in a fit of fimple credulity, feems to think almoft: 
worthy of an elegy by Oj^an. Wherever we roved, 
we were pleafed to fee the reverence with which his 
fubjefts^ regarded him. He did not endeavour to 
dazzle them by any magnificence of drefs : his only 
diftinftion was a feather in his bonnet j but as foon a^ 
be appeared, they forfook their work and cluttered 
about him : he took them by the hand, and they 
feemed mutually delighted. He, has the proper 
difpofition of a chieftain, and feems defirous to con- 
tinue the cuftoms of his houfe. The bagpiper 
played regularly, when dinner was ferved, whofe- 
perfon and drefs made a good appearance ^ and he 
brought no difgrace upoci the family of Rankin^ 
which has long fupplied the lairds of Coi with here- 
ditary mufick. 

The tackfmen of Col feem to live with lefs dignity 
and convenience than thofe of Sky -, where they had 
good houfes, and tables not only plentiful, but delicate. 
In Col only two houfes pay the window-tax ; for only 
two have fix windows, which, I fuppofe, are the laird*s 
and Mr. Macjweyriu 
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The rents have, till within feven years, been paid, 
in kind, but the tenants finding that cattle and corn 
varied in their price, defired for the future to give 
their landlord money ; which, not having yet arrived 
at the pbilofophy of commerce, they confid^r as being 
every year of the fame value. 

We were told of a particuhr mode of under- 
tenure. The tackfman admits fbme of his inferior, 
neighbours to the cultivation of his grounds, on con- 
dition that, performing all the work, and giving a' 
third part of the feed, they fliall keep a certain num-. 
ber of cows, (heep, and goats, and reap a third part of 
the harvcll. Thus by lefs than the tillage of two. 
su:res they pay the rent of one, 

T^ere are tenants below the rank of tackfmen, that 
have got fmailer tenants under them; for in every 
place, where money is not the general equivalent, 
there mull be fome wlxofe labour is immediately paid 
by daily food. 

A country that has no money, is by no means conr 
venient for bc^ars, both becaufe fuch countries are 
commonly poor, and: becaufe charity requires fome 
trouble and fome thought. A penny is eafily given 
upon the firft impulfe of con^paffion, or impatience of 
importunity; but few will deliberately fearch their 
cupboards or their granaries to find out fomething to 
give. A penny is likewife eafily fpent; but viftuals, 
if they arp. unprepared, require houfe-room, and 
fire, and utenfils, which the beggar knows not where 
to find. 

Yet beggars there fome times are, who wander from 
ifland to ifland. We had, in our paflTage to Mull^ the 

company 
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' company of. a woman and her child, who had ex- 
haufted the charity of CoL The arrival of a beggar 
on an iiland is accounted a finiftroiis event. Every 
body confiders that he (ball have the lefs for what he 
gives away. Their alms, I believe, is generally oat- 
meal. 

Near to Col is another iflafld called Tir-eye^ eminent 
for its fertility. Though it has but half the extent of 
,Rum, it is fo well peopled, that there have appeared, 
not long ago, nine hundred and fourteen at a funetal 
The plenty of this, ifland enticed beggars to it, wl^o 
feemed fo burthenfome to the inhabitants, that a for- 
mal compadt was drawn up, by which they obliged 
tberafelves to grant no more relief to cafual wanderers, 
becaufe they had among them an indigent woman of 
high birth, whpm they confidered as entitled to all that 
they could fpare. 1 have read the ftipulatipn, which 
was indited with juridical formality, but wias never 
made valid by regular fubfcription. . . 

.. If the inhabitants; of C(?/ have nothing to give, it is 
not that they are opprefled by their landlord: their 
leafes feem to be very profitable^, Ont farmer, who 
pays only feven pounds a year, lias maintained feven 
daughters and three fons, of whom the eldeft is edu- 
cated at Aberdeen for the miniftry ; and now, at every 
vacation, opens a fchool in CoL 

Life is here, in fome fefpeds> improved beyond 
the condition of fome other iflandsv In Sky what is 
wanted can only be bought, as the arrival of fome 
wandering pedlar may afford an opportunity ; but in 
Cd there is a ftanding (hop, and in Mull there are 
two. A (hop in the. iflands, as in other places of little 
i Bba frequen- 
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frequentation» is a repofitory of every tbing requtfif e 
tor common ufe. Mr. EafioeU'^ journal was filled, 
and he bought fome paper in CoL To a man that 
ranges the ftreets of London^ where he is tempted to 
contrive wants for the pleafure of Supplying them^ a 
(hop afTords no image worthy of attention ; but in an 
iiland, it turns the balance of exifience between good 
and evil* To live in perpetual want of little things^ is 
a date not indeed of torture, but of conftant ve2:ation. 
I have in Sky had fome difficulty to find ink for a let- 
ter J and if a woman breaks her needle, the wwk is at 
aftq>. 

As it is, the iflanders are obliged to content them- 
(elves with fuccedaneous TDttsos for many common 
purpofes. I have feen the chief maai of a very wi<fe 
diilrid riding with a halter for a bridle, and governing 
his hobby with ar wooden curb. 

The people of Ca/, however, do not want dexterity 
to fupply fome of their neceffities^. Severat arts which 
Aiake tradeS) and demand appienticelhips in great 
cities, are here the practices of daily cecon(xny. In 
every houfe candles are made> both moulded and 
dipped. Their wicks are fmall Ihreds of linen cloth. 
They all know how to extraft from the cuddy oil for 
their lamps. They all tan ikins, and make brogues. 

As we travelled ^through Sky^ we faw many cot- 
tages, but they very frequently flood fingie on the naked 
ground. In Coly wliere the hUls opened a place con* 
venient for habitation, we found a petty village, of 
which every hut had a little garden adjoining; thus 
they made an appearance of focial commerce and 
mutual offices, and of fome attention to convenience 

and 
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md future fupply. There b not in the JVefierh Iftandi 
any GOlk&ion of buildings that can make pretenfions 
to be called a town» except in the ifle o£f^wis, which 
I have not feen. 

If Lewis is diftinguifbed by a town, Col has alfo 
ibmetbing peculiar. The young laird has attempted 
what no iflander perhaps ever thought on. He has 
begun a road capable of a wheel carriage. He has 
carried it abotit a tniie, ^nd will continue it by annual 
elongation £rom liis houfe to the harbour. 

Of taice$ here is no reaTon for complaining; they 
are paid by a very eafy compofition* The malttax 
for Col is twenty ^(hillings. Whiiky is very plentiful : 
there are feveral ftills in the ifland, and more is made 
than the inhabitants coidume. 

The great bufinefs of infular policy is now to keep 
the people in their own country. As the world has 
been let in upon them, they have heard of happier cli- 
mates, and lefs arbitrary gpvernment ; and if they are 
difgulUd, have emifiaries among them ready to offer 
them land and houfes, as a reward for deierting their 
chief and cl^n, Many have departed both from the 
main of Scuihnd^ and from the iilands; and all that' 
go may be confidered as fubjedb loflt to the Britijh 
crown; for a nation fcattered in the boundlefs regions 
of America refembles rays diverging from a focus* 
AH the rays remain, but the heat is gone. Their 
power confiflcd in their concentration : when they are 
difperfed j they have no effed:. 

It may be thought that they are happier by the 
change ; but they are not happy as a nation, for they 
arc a nation no longer. As they contribute not to 
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the profperity of any comtnumtyV they muft want tW 
fecurity, that dignity, that happiitefe whatever it be,^ 
which a prolpijrom community throws back upon in* 
dividuals. . ' 

'* The inhabitants! df C^/ have npt yet learned to be 
weary of thcir^iieath and rpcksi but attend their agri- 
culture, and their dairies, without liftining to American 
fed'ucements. 

There are fome however who think that this emi- 
gration has raifed terrour dirpmportionate to its real 
evil ; and that it is only a new mode of doing what 
was always done. The Higilands^ they lay, never 
maintained their nfitural inhabitants ^ but the people, 
when they found themfelves too nunierous, inllead of 
extending cultivation, provided foe themfelves by a 
more compendious method v ihd fought better fortune 
in other countries. They did not indeed go away in 
eoUeftive bodies, but withdrew invifibly, a few at a 
time; but the whole number of fugitives was not lefs, 
and the difference between other times and this, is only 
the fame as between evaporation and effufion. 

This is plauiible, but I am afraid it is not true, 
Thofe who went before, 'if they were nX)t fenfibly 
miffed, as the argument fuppofes, muft have gone 
either in lefs number, or in a manner lefs detrimental, 
than at prefent ; becaufe formerly there was no com- 
plaint, Thofe who then left the country were gene- 
rally the idle depends^nts on overburdened families, or 
men who had no property j and therefore carried 
away only themfelves. In the prefent eagernefs of 
emigration, families, and almofi communities, go 
away together.. Thofe who w^re ponfidered a& prof- 
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perous and wealthy, fell their ftock and cany away 
the monpy. Once none went away but the ufelefs and 
poor; in fome parts there is now reafon to fear, that' 
none will day but thofe who are too poor to remove 
themfelves, and too ufelefs to be removed at the coft . 
of others. 

Of antiquity there is not more knowledge in Col 
than in other places ; but every where fomcthing may 
be gleaned. 

How ladies were portioned, when there was no mo- 
ney, it would be difficult for an En^li/kman to gucfs. 
In 1649, Maclean of Dronart in Mull married his 
fitter Fingala to /Maclean of Coly with a hundred and' 
eighty kine; and ftipulated, that if (he became a 
widow, her jointure (hould be three hundred and fixty. - 
I fuppofe fome proportionate trad of land was appro- 
priated to their pafturage. 

The difpofition to pompous and experifive funerals, 
which has at one time or other prevailed in moft parts 
of the civilized world, is not yet fupprefled in the* 
iflands, though fome, of the. ancient folemnities are 
worn away, and fingers are no longer hired to attend* 
the proceffion. Nineteen years ago, at the burial of 
the laird of Col, were killed thirty cows, and about' 
fifty (heep. The number of the cows is pofitively 
told, and we rqiuft fuppofe other viduals in like pro* 
portion. 

Mr. Maclean informed us of an old g^me, of which 
he did not tell the original, but which may per- 
haps be ufed in other places, where (he reafon of it 
is not yet forgot. ' At New-year-s eve, in th^^hall 
or caftle of the laird, where, at feftal feafpns, there 
paay be fuppofed a very numerous company^ pneman 
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dreiles lumlelf in a cow's hide, i^pon which other men 
beat with dicks. I^e runs with all this noife roua4 
the houfe, which all the company quits in a coun* 
terfeited fright: the door h then fliut. At New- 
year's eve there is no great pleafure to be had out of 
doors in the Hebrides. They are fure foon to recover, 
from their terrour enough to folicit for re-admiffion ^ 
which, for the honour of poetry^ is not to be ob- 
tained but by repeating a verfe, with which thofc 
that are knowing and provident take care to, be fur* 
nilhed. 

Very near the houfe of Maclean (lands the caftlc 
of Col^ which was the manfion of the laird, till the 
houfe was built. It is built upon a rock, as Mn 
Bofwell remarked, that it might not be mined. It is 
very ftrong, and having been not long uninhabited, is 
yet in repair. On the wall was, not long ago, a ftone 
vyith an infcription, importing, that if any man of 
tjjc clan of Maclonich J^mll appear before this cafik^ 
though he come at midnight ^ with a tnatCs head in his, 
handy he fhall there find fafety and proteSlion againji all 
hut the king. 

This is an old Highland treaty, made upon a very 
memorable occafion. Maclean, the fon oijohn Gerves^ 
who recovered Co/, and conquered Barra^ had ob- 
tained, it is faid, from James the Second, a grant of 
the lands of LochieU forfeited, I fuppofe, by foqae of- 
fence againft the ftate. 

Forfeited eftates were not in thofe days quietly 
refigned; Maclean^ therefore, went with an armed 
force to feize hi3 new pofleffions, and, I know not i 

for what reafon, took his wife with hinj. The Car i 

merons rofe in defence of their chief, and a battle 

was 
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vas fought at the head of Loch Nefsy near the place 
where F(^t Jt^ufius now ftands, in which Lochid ob- 
tained the viftory, zxiA Maclean^ with his followers, wa$ 
defeated and deftroyed. 

The lady fell into the hands of the conquerors, and 
being found pregnant, was placed in the cuftody of 
JMfacltmiciy one of a tribe or family branched from Ca^ 
meron^ with. orders, if (he brought a boy, to defbroy 
him, if a girl, to (pare her. 

MaclohicV% wife, who was with child liljewife, had a 
girj about the fame time at which lady iV4i2r/{?^« brought 
a boy 5 and Maclonich^ with more generofity to his cap* 
tive, than fijlelity to his trull, contrived that the chilt 
dreh fh^uld be changed. 

Maclean being thus preferved from death, in timo 
recovered his original patrimony ; and in gratitude to 
his friend,, made his caftle a place of refuge to any of 
the clan that fhould think himfelf in danger ; and a9 
a proof of reciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon 
himfelf and his poflerity the care of educating the heir 
of Maclonkh. 

This ftory, like all other traditions of the Highlands^ 
k varioufly related ; but though fome circumftanceS 
are uncertain, the principal fadh is true. Maclean un- 
doubtedly owed his prefcrvation to Maclonich ; for the 
treaty between the two families has been ftridly ob- 
ferved : it did not fink intodifufe and oblivion, but con- 
tinued in its full force while the chieftains retained their 
power. I have read a demand of proteftion, made 
«ot more than thirty-feven years ago, for one of the 
Maclonichs^ named Ewen Cameron^ who had been 
acceffory to the death oi Macmartin^ and had been 
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baniflicd by Lochiel^ his lord, for a certain term; at 
the expiration of which he returned married from 
France \ but the Macmartins^ not fatisfied with the 
puniftiment, when he attempted to fettle, ftill threaten* 
ed him with vengeance. He therefore aiked, and ob- 
tained, (belter in the ifle of Col. 

The power of proteftion fubfifts no longer; but 
what the law permits is yet continued, and Maclean of 
Col now educates the heir of Maclmich. 

There ftill remains in the iflands, though it is paff- 
ing faft away, the cuftom of fofterage. A laird, a 
man of wealth and eminence, fends his child, either 
male or female, to a tackfman, or tenant, to be fofi^ 
tered. It is not always his own tenant, but fome 
diftant friend, that obtains this honour ; for an honour 
fuch a truft is very r^afonably thought. The to'ms 
of fofter^e feem to vary in different iflands. In MuU^ 
the father fends with his child a. certain number of 
cows, to which the fame number is added by the fof- 
terer. The father appropriates a proportionable extent 
of ground, without rent, for their pafturage. If every 
cow brings a calf, half belongs to the fofterer, and 
half to the child s but if there be only one calf be» 
tween two cows, it is the child's, and when the child 
returns to the parents, it is accompanied by all the 
cows given, both by the father and by the fofterer, with 
half of the increafe of the ftock by propagation. Thefe 
beafts are confidered as a portion, and called Macalive 
cattle, of which the father has the produce, but is fup- 
pofed not to have the full property, but to owe the 
fame number to the child, as a portion to the daughter, 
pr a ftock for the fon, 

Childrea 
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• Children continue with the fofterer perhaps fix 
years^ and cannot, where this is the praftice, be con- 
iidered as burdenfome. The fofterer, if he gives four 
COW3, receives likewife four,' and has, while the child 
continues with him, grafs for eight without rent, with 
half the calves, and all the milk, for which he pays only- 
four cows when he difmiffcs his dalt^ for that is the 
name for a foftered child. 

Fofterage is, I believe, fometimes performed upon 
more liberal terms. Our friend, the young laird of 
Coly was foftered by Macfweyn of GriJJipoL Macfweyn 
then lived a tenant to Sir James Macdonald in the ille 
of 5^ ; and therefore Coly whether he fent him cattle 
or not, could grant him no land. The dalt^ however, 
at his return, brought back a confiderable number of 
Macalive cattle, and of the friendlhip fo formed there 
have been good effefts. When Macdonald raifed his 
Bents, Macfweyn was, like other tenants, difcon tented, 
and, refigning his farm, removed from ^ky to Col^ and 
was eftabliflied at OiiffipoL 

' Thefe obfervations we made by favour of the con- 
trary wind that drove us to Co/, an ifland not often 
vifited ; for there is not much to amufe curiofity, or to 
attraft avarice, 

* The ground has been hitherto, I believe, ufed chief- 
ly for pafturage. In a diftrid, fuch as the eye can 
command, there is a general hcrdfman, who knows all 
the cattle of the neighbourhood, and whofe ftation is 
upon a hill, from which be furveys the lower grounds; 
and if one man's cattle invade another's grafs, drives 
tiiem back to their own borders. But other means 
pf profit begin to be foynd ; kelp is gathered and 
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burnt, and iloops are loaded with the concieted afl]ies« 
Cultivation is likely to be improve!^ by the flill aa4 
encouragement of the prefent heir, and tbeinhabitant^ 
of thofe obfcure vallies will partake of the general ^- 
grefsoflife. 

Tbe rents of the parts which belong to the duke 
f>i4^gyle^ have been raifed from, fifty-five to one huii». 
dred and five pounds, whether fronx the land or the 
^a I cannot tell. The bounties of the fea have lately 
been fo great, that a farm in Southuift has rifen in tea 
years from a rent of thirty pounds to one huDdr^ ^uul 
eighty. 

He who lives in Col^ and finds himfelf condemned to 
folitary meals, and incommunicable refle<3:i6n, will find 
the ufefulnefs of that middle order of tackfm^n, which 
fome who applaud their own wifdom are wi(hing to 
deftroy* Without intelligence, man is notfocial, he is 
only gregarious s and little intelligence will there be, 
where all are conflrained to daily labour, and every 
mind muft wait upon the hand. 

After having liftened for fome days to the tempeft, 
and wandered about the ifland till our curiolity was 
fiitisfied, we began to think about our departure. To 
leave Col in O£lober was not very eafy. We however 
found a floop which lay on the coaft to carry kelpj 
and for a price which we thought levied upon our ne- 
ceflities, the mafter agreed to carry us to Af»//, whence 
we plight readily pafs back to ScQtl^n^^ 

MULL. 

As we were to catch the firft favourable breathy 
yit fpcnt the night not very elegantly nor pleafantly 

in 
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Hi'the veflel, and were landed next day at Tahr 
Marar^ a port in Mul/y which appears to an unexpe- 
rienced eyt formed for the fecurity of fhlps ; for iti 
fnoiith is cloTed by a fmall iiland, which admits them 
through narrow channels into a baton fufficiently ca- 
packyos. They are indeed fafc from the Tea, but thtrt 
is a hollow between the mountains, through which 
the wind iflues from the land with very mifchievou^ 
violence* 

There was no danger while we were there, and we 
found feveral other veflels at anchor; fo that the port 
had a very commercial appearance. 

The young laird of Co/, who had determined not to 
let us lofe his company, while there was any difficulty* 
lemainingj came over with us. His influence foon- 
appeared j for he prociired us horfes, and conduced 
v& to the houfe of doftor Macleatiy where we found 
very kind entertainment and very pleafing converfa- 
tion. Mifs Maclean^ who was born, and had been 
bred at GlafgeWj having removed with her father to 
Mull, added to other qualifications, a great knowledge 
of the Earfe language, which (he had not learned in 
her childhood, but gained by ftudy, and was the 
only interpreter of Earfe poetry that I could ever 
find. 

The ifle of Mull is perhaps in extent the third of 
the Hebrides. It is not broken by waters, nor fliot 
into promcMitorieSj but is a folid and compaft mafs, of 
breadth nearly equal to its length. Of the dimenfions 
of the larger iflands, there is no knowledge approach^ 
ing to exa<%nefs. I am willing to eftimatc it as con- 
taining about three hundred fquare miles. 

MuU 
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Mull had fuffered like Sky by the blaCk winte^ of 
feventy-one, in which, contrary to all experience, a 
continued froft detained the fnow eight weeks upon 
the ground. Againft a calamity never known, no ' 
provifion had been made, and the people could only 
pine in helplefs mifery. One tenant was meotionedi 
whofe cattle periflicd to the value of three hundred 
pounds ; a lofs which probably more than the life of 
man is neceflary to repair. In countries like thefe^ 
the defcriptions of famine become intelligible. Where 
by vigorous and artful cultivation of a foil naturally 
fertile, there is commonly a fuperfluous growth both 
of grain and grafs; wbere the fields are crowded with 
cattle; and where every hand is able to attrad wealth' 
from a diftance, by makjng fomething that promote* 
eafe, or gratifies vanity, a dear year produces only a 
comparative want, which is rather feen thiMi felt, and 
which terminates commonly in no worfe effect, than- 
that of condemning the lower orders of the commu- 
nity to facrifice a little luxury to convenience, or at 
mod a little convenience to neceffity, . 

But where the climate is unkind, and the ground 
penurious, fo that the moft fruitful years produce 
only enough to maintain themfelves; where life un- 
improved, and unadorned, fades into fomething 
tittle more than naked exiftence, and every one is 
bufy for himfelf, without any arts by which the 
pleafure of others may be increafed; if to the daily 
burden of diftrefs any additional weight be added, 
nothing remains but to defpair and die. In Mull the. 
difappointment of a harveft, or a murrain among the 
cattle, cuts off the regular provifion; .and they who 

have 
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have no manufaftures can purchafe no part of the fu- 
perfluities of other countries. The confequence of a 
bad feafon is here not fcarcity, but emptinefs ; and 
they whofe plenty was barely a fupply of natural and 
prefent need, wlien that flender ftalk fails, muft, perilh 
with hunger. 

All travel has its advantages. If the paflenger 
vifits better countries, he may learn to improve hisf 
own, and if fortune carries him to worfe, he may" 
learn to enjoy it. 

Mr. BofwelPs curiofity ftrongly impelled him to 
furvcy lonaj or Icolmkillj which was to the early ages 
the great fchool of theology, and is fuppofed to have 
been the place of fepulture for the ancient kings. I,, 
though lefs eager, did not oppofe him. 

That we might perform this expedition, it was ne- 
ceffary to traverfe a great part of Mull. We paffed a 
day at Dr. Mackan'%^ and could have been well con-^ 
tented to ftay longer. But C(?/ provided: us horfes^ 
and we purfued our journey. This was a day of in-. 
convenience, for the country is very rough, and my 
horie was but little. We travelled many hours 
through a track, black and barren, in which, however, 
there were the reliques of humanity; for we found a 
ruiflcd chapel in our way. 

It is natural, in traverfing this gloom of defolation, 
to enquire, whether fomething may not .be done to 
give nature a more cheerful face ; and whether thofe. 
bills and moors that afford heath, cannot, with a little 
care and labour, bear fomething better? The firft 
thought that occurs is to cover them with trees, for. 
that in.many of thefe naked regions trees will grow, is.- 

\ evident. 
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CTident, becaufe ftumps and roots are yet remainitig j* 
and the ipeculatifl haftily proceeds to cenfure that neg* 
Kgence and lazine(s that has omitted for fo long a time 
fo eafy an improvement* 

To drop feeds into the ground, and attend their 
growth, requires little labour and no ikill. He who 
lemembers that all the woods, by which the wants of 
man have been fupplied from the Deluge till now, were 
felf-fown, will not eafily be perfuaded to think all the- 
art and preparsition neceflary, which the georgick 
writers prefcribe to planters. Trees certainly have 
covered the earth with very little culture. They wave^ 
their tops among the rocks oi Norway jB,nd m%ht thriv6^ 
as well in the Highlands and Hebrides. 

But there is a frightful interval between the feed- 
and timber. He that calculates the growfli of trees,, 
has the unwelcome remembrance of the llicM-tiiefy 
of life driven hard upon him. He knows that he is- 
doing what will never benefit hinifelf ; and when he 
rejoices to fee the ftem rife, is difpofed to repine that 
another (hall cut it down. 

Plantation is naturally the employment oP a mind^ 
unburdened with Care, and vacant to futurity, fatu- 
rated with prefent good, and at leifure to derive^ 
gratificarion from the profpeft of pofterity. He 
that pines with hunger, is in little care how others 
(hall be fed. The poor man is feldom ftudious to- 
make his grandfon rich. It may be foon difcovered, 
why in a place, which hiardly fupplies the cravings 
of neceflity, there has been little attention to the 
delights of fancy, and why drftant convenience is 
unregarded, where the thoughts are turned with- 
7 inceifaot 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



WESTERPT ISLANDS, &c. 3S5' 

inceffant folicitude upon^verypojnbUitjrof iipmedi^te; 
gdvantage. 

Neither is it quite fo eafy to raife latge woods, as. 
maj'' be conceived. Trees intended to produce tim^* 
ber muft be fown where they are to growj and. ground 
fown with trees muft be kept ufelefs for a long 
time, inclofed at an expence from which many wi|J. 
be difcouraged by the remotenefs of the profit, ancj^ 
watched with that attention, which, in places whpre 
it is moft needed, will neither be given nor bought,* 
That it cannot be plowijd is evident : and if cattle be 
fujfFered to graze upon it, they will devour thp plapts 
as faft ^s they rife. Even in coarfer countries, where 
herds and flocks are not fed, not only the deer ^nd 
the wild goats will browfe upon them, but the hare^ 
and rabbit will nibble them. It is therefore teafo^r 
able to believe, what I do not remember ^ny naturalifl 
to bftve remarked, that there was a time when the 
world was very thinly inhabited by beafts, as well as 
^len, and that the woods had leifure to rife high be- 
fore apimals had bred numbers fufficient to iotercept 
them* 

Sir ^ames Masdonaldy in part of the waftes of his 
territory, fet or fowed trees, to the number, ^s \ 
have been told, of feveral millions, expefting, ^oybt-!- 
lefs, that they would grow nip into future navies 
and cities; but for want of inclofure, igind of that 
care which is, always neceffary, apd will Jiardly 
I5ver be taken, all his coft and labour have beeri 
Joft, ^r^d the groyad \% likely jtp coptinue 2^ ufglef? 
Jieath. 

Having not any experience of a journey in Multy 
we had no doubt of reaching the fc^^ by day-lightj 

y^L, vijj, c c and 
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and thtttfott Ii^d ijot l^ft Dr. Maclean'^ very early^ 
We travelled diligently enojugh, but found the coun- 
try, for r9ad there wa3 noue* very difficult to pafs* 
AVc were always ftruggling with fome obftruftion or 
Other, and our Vexation was not balanced by any 
gratification of the eye or mind, ' We were now 
long enough acquainted with hijls. and heath to liave 
loft the eoiptiOQ that they once raifed, whether pleaf- 
ing or painful, and h>d our mind employed only on 
our own fatigue. We were however fure, \inder 
Cofs protection, of efcaping all real evils* There waS' 
rxo houfe in Mull to which he could not introduce 
us. He had intended to lodge us, for that nightt 
^fhh a gentleman that lived upon the coaft, but dif- 
covered on the way, that he then lay in bed without 
hope of life- , * 

We refolved not to embarrafs a femily, in a time 
of fo much forrow, if any other expedient could be 
found ; and as the ifland of Ulva was over-againft us, 
it was determined that we fhould pafs the ftrait, and 
have recourfe to the laird, who, like the other gentle- 
men of the iflands, was known to CoL We expeAecJ 
to fin(^ a ferry-boat, but when at laft we came to the 
-water, the boat was gone. 

,We were now again at a ftop. • It was the fixteenth 
gf O^lober^ a time when it is not convenient to lleep 
in the Hebrides without a cover, and; there was no 
houfe within our reach, but that which we had already 
declined^ 

U'L V A. ' • " 

^ While we flood deliberating, w& were happily 

efpied from an Iri^i fhip, that lay at anchor in tb» 

^ ' . ftrait. 
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ftrait. The maftcr faw that we wanted a paflage, anci 
with gteat civility fcnt us his boat, which quickly cori^ 
vcyed us to Uiva, where we were very liberally ^nt^f i 
tained by Mr. Macquarry. 

To Ulva we came in the dark, and left it before 
jioon the next day. A very exaft defcription there- 
fore will not be cxpefted. We were told, that it is an 
iiland of no great extent, rough and barren, inhabited 
by t]xQ Macqtutrrys I a clan not powerful nor nume- 
rous, but of aptlquity, which moft other fafnilies art 
content to reverence. Th^ name is fuppofed to be 
a depravation of fpme other ; for the Earfe language. 
does not afford it any etymology. Macquarry is pro- 
prietor both of Ulva and fome adjacent iflands, among 
which is Staffa^ fo lately raifed to renown by Mr, 
Banks. 

When the iflanders were reproached with their, ig^ 
norance, or infenfibility of the wonders of Staffa, they 
had not much to reply. They had indeed confidered 
it little, becaufe- they had always fecn it ; and none but 
philofophers, nor they always, are ftruck with wonder, 
otherwife than by novelty. How would it furprife an 
unenlightened ploughman, to hear a company of fober 
men, enquiring by what power the hand toffes a ftone, 
or why the ftone, when it is toflcd, falls to tbp 
ground ! 

Of the anceftors of Macquarry^ who thus lie hid ia 
his unfrequented ifland, I have found memorials in all 
places where they could be expefted. 

Enquiring after the reliques of fornier manners, I 
found that in Ulva^ and, I think, no where elfe, is con- 
tinued the payment of the mercheta mulierum-, a fine ift 
old times due to the. laird at the marriage of a vif- 

C c 2 gin^i 
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gin* The original of this claim, as of our tenure 
of borough Engliflh is varioufly delivered. It is plea* 
fant to find ancient cuftoms in old families. This 
payment, like others, was, for want df money, made 
anciently in the pri)duce of the land* Macquarry 
was ufed to -demand a flieep, for which he now takes a 
crown, by that inattention to the uncertain proportion 
between the vahie and the denomination of money, 
which has brought much diforder into Europe. A 
flieep has always the fame power of fupplying human 
wants, but i crown will, bring at one time more, at 
another lefs. 

Ulva was not negleded by the piety of ancient times; 
it has ftill to (how what was once a church, 

INCHKENNETH. 

In the morning we wxnt again into the boat, and 
were landed on Inch Kenneth^ an ifland abo^t a mile 
long, and perhaps half a mile broad, remarkable for 
pleafantnefs and fertility. It is verdant and graflfy^ 
and fit both for paflure and tillage \ but it has no trees^ 
Its only inhabitants were Sir Allan Maclean and t^o 
young ladies, his daughters, with their fervants. 

Romance does not often exhibit a fcene that ftrikes 
the imagination more than this little defert in thefe 
depths of weftern obfcurity, occupied not by a grols 
herdfman, or amphibious fiflierman, but by a gentle* 
man and two ladies, of high birth, poliftied manners, 
and elegant converfation, who, in a habitation raifed 
not very far above the ground, but furniflied with 
tmexpeded neatnefs and convenience, pradifed all th^ 
kindnefs of hofpitality, and refinement of courtefy. 

Sir 
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-%tJll/aHis the chieftain of the great chnof Maclemt^ 
which is faid to claim the fecond place among the 
Highland families, yielding only to Macdonald. Though 
by the mifconduft of his anceftors, moft of the exten- 
five territory, which would have defcended to him, has 
been alienated, he ftillretains much of the dignity and 
authority of his birth. When foldiers were lately 
wanting for the^wmV^» war, application was made 
to Sir AUaHi and he nominated a hundred men for the 
fervicej who obeyed the fummons, and bore arms un- 
der his command. 

He had then, for fome time, rcfided witH the young 
ladies in Inch Kenneth^ where he lives not only with 
plenty, but with elegance, having conveyed to his cot- 
tage a coUedtion of books, and what elfe is neceflary 
to make his hours pleafant. 

When we landed, we were met by Sir Allan and the 
ladies^ accompanied by Mifs Macquarry^ who had 
paffed fome time with them, and now returned to Ulva 
with her father. 

We all walked together to the manfion, where we 
f©und one cottage for Sir Allan, and I think two more 
for the domefticks and the offices. We entered, and 
wanted little that palaces afford. Our room was neatly 
floored, and well lighted; and our dinner, which was 
drefled in one of the other huts, was plentiful and de^ 
licate. 

In the afternoon Sir -^//j;^ reminded us, that the 
day was Sunday, w^ich he never ftiffered tP pafs 
Without fome religious diftinaion, and invited us 
to partake. in his ads of doiiicftick worlhip; which 
I liope neither Mr. Bo/well nojf myfclf - will be fuf- 

C c 3 pedcd 
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pedcd of a difpofition to rcfufc* The elder of the k* 
dies read the Englijh fcrvice. 

Anch Kenneth was once a feminary of ecclcfiafticks, 
fybordinatev I fuppofe, to tcolmkilL Sir Allan had 
a mind to trace the foundation of the college, but' 
neither I nor Mr. Bofwell^ who bends a keener eye oh 
V/tcaHcy^ were able to perceive them. 

Our attention* however, was fufficietttly engaged 
by a venerable chapel, which (lands yet entire, except 
that the roof is gone. It is about fixty feet in lengthy ' 
and thirty in breadth. On one fide of the altar is a 
bas-relief of the bleffed Virgin, and by it lies a little 
bell; which, though cracked, and without a clapper^* 
has remained there for ages, guarded only by the ve- 
Jierablenefs of the place. Tlie ground round the chapel 
is covered with grave-ftones of chiefs and ladie$ j and 
ftill continues to be a place of fepulture* 

Inch Kenneth is a proper prelude to leolmkill. If 
Wa$ not without feme mournful emotion that we con- 
templated the ruins of religious ftruiStures, and the mo* 
niiments of the dead. 

On the next day we took a more diftinA view of 
the place, and went with the boat to fee oyfters in the 
bed, out of which the boat-men forced up as many as 
were wanted, ^w^n Inch Kenneth has a fubordinate 
illand, named Sandiland^ I fuppofe in contempt, 
where we landed, and found a rock, with a furface of 
periiaps fou^, acres, of which one is naked ftone, 
another fpread with fand and (hells, fpme of which 1 
picked up for their glofly beauty, and two covered 
With ^ little earth and grafsj on which Sir Allan has a 

few 
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few (heep. f doubt not but \th6h tJiere Ws a col* 
lege at Inci Kennetk^ th^re. w^s a hermitage upbA San- 
dildni. • ' ,/ 

Hdvihg wandered over thofe extenffve plains, we 
committed outfelves again to the Winds and waters j 
^nd after a voyage of abotit ten minutes/ in which 
we met with nothing very dbfery^We, were a|aia fgfv 
upon dry ground. 

We told Sir Allan bur de6rti of yifitjng Icolmkilf^ 
and entreafed him to give us his proteftion, and his 
comjmriy. He thought pVoper to hefitate a little j 
but the ladies hi'nted, that as they khe\Y ^^ w6uld not 
finally refufe, he Would do better if he preferved the 
grace of ready compliance. He took their advice, 
and promifed to carry us on the morrow in hi^ 
boat. 

We paffed th^ fiimaitiing part of the day in fucl^ 
amufements as were in our power. Sir Jllan related 
the Afftetican campaign, and at evening one of the la- 
dies played on her harpfichord, while ColzxA Mr. Bof^ 
well dancpd a ScottiJIi reel with the othen 

We could have been eafily perfuaded to a longer 
ftay upon htch Kenneth^ but life ^vill not be all paffed 
in delight. The fefllon at Edinburgh /^?iS approach? 
ing, from which Mr. Bo/well could not pc abfent. 

in the' morning oiir boat was ready ; it was high ana 
ftrong. Sir Allan vifltuajled it for the day, and pro- 
vided able rowers^ We now parted from the young^ 
laird of Co/, who had treated us With fo muchkjridnels, 
and concluded his favours by configning us to Sjr 
Allan. Here we had the laft embrace of this amiably 
man, who, while thefe pages were preparing to atte^ . 

C c 4 his 
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tis viftues, periftied in the paff^c between Ulva and 
tncA Kenneth., 

Sit AtlaAy io i^hotti the whole ttpon Was well 
knownj told im of a very • remarkable cave, to which 
he would fhdw Us the way*. We had been difap* 
J)ointed already by one cave^ ^nd were not much cle- 
Jrated by the expe<f\:ation of another* 

It wdis yet better to fee it, and we flopped at fome 
Socks on the coaft of MulL The mouth is fortified by 
Vaft fragments of (tone, over which we made our way, 
neither very nimblyj jnor very fecurely. The place^ 
however, well repaid our trouble* The bottom, a3 
far as the flood rulhes in, was encumbered with large 
pebbles^ but as we advanced was fpread over with 
fmooth fandi The breadth is about forty-five feet : 
the roof rifes in an arch, almoft regular, to a height 
Which we could not meafure i but I think it about 
thirty feet* 

This part of otlf curiolity Was nearly fruftrated i fot 
though we went to fee a cave, and knew that caves 
are dark, we forgot to carry tapers^ and did not di& 
cover our omiflion till we were wakened by our 
wants* Sir ^//<7;^ then fent one of the boatmen into 
the countryj who foon returned with one little candle* 
We were thus enabled to go forward, but could not 
Venture far* Having paffed inward from the fea to ^ 
greit depths we found on the right hand a narrow paf* 
fagej perhaps not more than fix feet wide> obfl:ru<9:ed 
by great ftones, over which we climbed, and came 
into a fecond cave in breadth twenty-five feet. The 
air in this apartment was very warm, but not oppref* 
livc^ nor loaded with vapours* Our light fhowed no 

tokens 
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tbkens of a fjpculent or corrupted atmofphere. Hct^ 
was a fquare ftone, called, as we are told, FingaTs' 
iable. 

If w6 had been provided with torches, we fhould 
have proceeded in our fearch, though we had already 
gone as far as any former adventurer, except fame 
who are reported never to, have returned ; and mea* 
Turing our way back, we found it more than a hundred 
and fixty yards, the eleventh part of a mile. 

Our meafures were not critically exaft, having beca 
ttiade with a walking pole, fuch as it is convenient to 
c'arry in thefe rocky countries, of which I gueffed the 
length by ftanding againft it. In this there could be 
no great errour, nor do I much doubt but the Higk-^ 
lander^ whom we employed, reported the number 
right. More nicety however is better, and no maa 
fhould travel unprovided with inftruments for taking 
heights and diftances* 

There is yet another caufe of errour not always calily 
furmounted, though more dangerous to the veracity 
of itinerary narfativeSj than imperfeft menfuratioji* ^ 
An obferver deeply imprefled by any remarkable fpec- 
tacle, does not fuppofe, that the traces will foon vanifli 
from his mind, and having commonly no great con- 
venience for writing, defers the defcription to a time 
of more leifufe and better accommodation. 

He who has not made the experiment, or who is 
ti6t accuflQmed to require rigorous accuracy from 
himfelf, will fcarcely believe how much a few hours 
take from certainty of knowledge, and diftinftnefs of 
imagery ; how the fucceffion of objpds will be broken, 
iiow feparate parts will be confufed, and how many 
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particular features and difcriminations will be com- 
prefled and conglobated into one grofs and general 
idea. 

- To this dilatory notation muft be imputed the 
falfe relations of travellers, where there is no imagi- 
nable motive to deceive. They trufted to memory 
trtiat cannot be trufted fafely but to the eye, and told 
by guefs what a few hours before they had known with 
certainty. Thus it was that IVkeelef txid Spen de- 
fcribed with irreconcilable contrariety things which 
<hey furveyed together, and which both undoubtedly 
defigned to fhow as they faw them. 

When we had fatisfied our curiofity in the cave> (b 
fax as our penury of light permitted us, we clambered 
^ain to our boats, and proceeded along the coaft of 
Mull to a headland, called Atutty remarkable for the 
columnar form of the rocks, which rife in aferies of pi* 
Jafters, with a degree of regularity, which Sir Allan 
thinks not lefs worthy of curiofity, than the fliore of 
Stqfa. 

Not long after we came to another range of black 
rocks, which had the appearance of broken pilafters, 
fct one behind another to a great depth. This place 
was chofen by Sir Allan for our dinner. We were 
cafily accommodated with feats, for the ftones were 
of all heights, and refreftied ourfelves and our boat- 
men^ who could have no other reft till we were at 
IcolmkilL 

The evening was now approaching, and we were 
yet at a confiderable diftance from the end of our ex^* 
pedition. We could therefore ftop no more to make 
remarks in the way, but fet forward with fome degree 

of 
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6( eagernefs. The day foon failed us, and the moba 
prefented a Very folemn and pleafing fcene. The {kf 
was dear, fo that the eye commanded a wide circle : 
the fea was neither ftill nor turbulent; the wind neither 
filent nor loud. We were never far from one coaft or 
aftother, on which, if the weather had become violent, 
we could have found (helter, and therefore contem- 
plated at eafe the region through which we glided ia 
the tranquillity of the nrght, and faw now a rock and 
rk)w an ifland grow gradually confpicuous and gradu- 
ally obfcure. I committed the fault which I have juft 
been cenfuring, in neglefting, as we pafled, to note the* 
feries of this placid navigation. 
' Wc were very near an ifland, called Nun's IJlaniy 
perhaps from an ancient convent. Here is faid to 
have been dug the ftone which was ufed in the build- 
ings of IcolmkilL Whether it is now inhabited we^ 
could not ftay to enquire. 

At laft we came to Icolmkill^ but found no conve-* 
hience for landing. Our boat could not be forced 
very near the dry ground, and our Highlanders car- 
. ried us over the water. 

We were now treading that lUuftrious ifland, 
which was once the luminary of the Caledonian re- 
gions, whence favage clans and roviiig barbarians 
derived the benefits of knowledge, and the bleflings , 
of religion. To abftracft the mind from all local 
ertiotion would be impoflible, if it were endea- 
voured, and would be foolifh, if it were poflible. 
Whatever withdraws us front the power of our. 
fenfes ; whatever makes the paft, the diftant, or the 
future predominate over the prefent, advances us in 

the 
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the dignity of thinking beings. ^ Far from me and 
from my friends befuch frigid philofophy, as may con- 
du6t us indifferent and unmoved over any ground 
which has been dignified by wifdom, bravery, or vir- 
tue. That man is little to be envied, whofe patriot- 
ifm would not gain force upon the plain of Marathon^ 
or whofe piety would not grow warmer among the 
ruins of lona. 

We came too late to viCt monuments 2 fome care 
was neceffary for ourfelves. Whatever was in the 
iilandj Sir Allan could demand, for the inhabitants were 
Macleans ; but having little» they could not give us 
much. He went to the headman of the ifland, whom 
fame, but fame delights in amplifying, reprefents as 
worth no lefs than fifty pounds. He was perhaps 
proud enough of his guefts, but ill prepared for our 
entertainment 5 however, he foon produced more pro- 
vifion than men not luxurious require. Our lodging 
was next to be provided. We found a barn well 
ftocked with hay, and made our beds as foft as wc 
could. 

In the morning we rofe and furveyed the place* 
The churches of the, two convents are both (landings 
though unroofed. They were built of unhewn done, 
but folid, and not inelegant. I brought away rude 
mcafures of the buildings, fuqh as I cannot much'truft 
myfelf, inaccurately taken, and obfcurely noted. Mr* 
Pennanth delineations, which are doubtlefs cxa6t,havQ 
made my un&ilfuldefcription lefs neceffary. 

The epifcopal church confifts of two parts, fepa- 
rated by the belfry, and built at different times. *The 
original church had, like others, the altar at one end, 

and 
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and tower at the other ; but as it grew too fmall, an- 
other building of equal dimenfion was added, and the 
tower then was neceflarily in the middle. 

That thefe edifices are of different ages feems 
evident. The arch of the firft church is Roman^ 
being part of a circle ; that of the additional build* 
ing is pointed, and therefore Gothick or Saracentcal ^ 
the tower, is firm, and wants only to be floored and 
covered. 

Of the chambers or cells belonging to the monks, 
there are fome walls remaining, but nothing approach* 
ing to a complete apartment. 

The bottoni of the church is fo encumbered with* 
mud and rubbifh, that we could make no difcoverieflr 
of curious infcriptions, and what there are have been 
iaiready publithed. The place is faid to be known 
where the black ftones lie concealed, on which the 
old Highland chiefs, when tl^ey made contradis and al* 
liances, ufed to take the oath, which was coniidered as 
more facred than any other obligation, and which could 
not be violated without the blackeft infamy. In thofe 
days of violence and rapine, it was of great impor-* 
tance to imprefs upon favage minds the fanftity of an 
oath, by fonic particular and extraordinary circum- 
ftanceSi They would not, have- recourfe to the black 
ftones, upon fmall or con^mon occafions, and when 
they had eftablilhed their faith by this tremen- 
dous fandiion, incoiiftancy and treachery were no 
longer feared. 

The chapel of the nunnery is now ufed by the in* 
habitamts as a kind of general cow-hoqfe, and the bot-* 
tom is confequently too miry fgr examination. Some 

^ . of 
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©f the ftoncs which covered the later abbe^ htcvttn^ 
fcriptions, which might yet be read, if the chapel 
were clcanfed. The roof of thi?, as of ail the other 
buildings, is totally deftroycd, not only becaufe timber 
quickly decays when it is negleded, but becaufe in aa 
ifland utterly deflitute of wood, it was wanted for ufcj^ 
and was confequently the firft plunder of needy ra* 
pacity- 

The chancel of the nuns* chapel is covered witk 
an arch of ftone, to which time has done no injury j 
and a fmall apartment communicating with the choir, 
on the north fide, like the chapter-houfe in cathe<* 
drals, roofed with ftone in the fame manner, is likc-^ 
wife entire. 

In one of the churches was a marble altar, whidi 
the fuperftition of the inhabitants has deilroyed* 
Their opinion was, that a fragment of this ftone was a 
defence againft fliipwrccks, fire, and mifcarriages. In 
one comer of the church the bafon for holy water is 
yet unbroken. 

The cemetery of the nunnery was, till very lately, 
regarded with fuch reverence, that only women were 
buried in it. Thefe reliques of veneration always 
produce fomc mournful pleafure. I could have for- 
given a great injury more eafily than the violation of 
this imaginary fanetity. 

South of the chapel (land the walls of a large room, 
«/hich was probably the hall, or refeftory rf the nun- 
nery. This apartment is capable of repair. Of the 
reft of th^ convent there are only fragments.' 

Befides the two principal churches, there are, I 
thiak, five chapels yet ftanding, and three more re^ * 
7 membered. 
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membered. There are alfo croffes, of which two 
bear the names of St. John and St. Matthew. 

A large fpace of ground about thefe confecrateci 
edifices is covered with grave ftones, few of which 
have any infcription. He that furveys it, attended 
by an infukr antiquary, may be told where the kings 
of many nations are buried, and if he loves to footh 
his imagination with the thoughts that naturally rife ir> 
places where the great and the powerful lie mingled 
with the duft, let him liften in fubmiffive lilence ; for 
if he alks any queftions, his delight is at an end. 

lona has long enjoyed, without any very credible 
atteftationi the honour qf being reputed the cemetery 
of the Scottijk kings. It is not unlikely, thatj, when 
the opinion of local fandtity was prevalent, the chief- 
tains of the ifles, and perhaps fome of the Norwegian 
or Irijh princes, were repofited in this venerable in- 
clofure. But by whom the fubterraneous vaults are 
peopled is now utterly unknown. The graves are 
very numerous, and fome of them undoubtedly con- 
tain the remains of men, who^ did not exped to be fo 
loon forgotten. 

Not far from this awful ground may be traced the - 
garden of the monaftery : the filhponds are yet dif- 
cemible, and the aqueduft which fupplied them is 
ftill in ufe. 

There remains a broken building, which is called 
the Bifhop's Houfe, I know not by what authority^ 
It was once the refidence of feme man above the 
common rank, for it has two ftories and a chimney. 
We were (hewn a chimney at thp other end, which 
Mras only a niche, without perforation, but fo much 

do«j 
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does antiquarian credulity, or patriotick vanity pre- 
vail, that It was not much more fafe to truft the eya 
of our inftruftor than the meniory. 

There is in the ifland one houfe more, and only 
one. that has a chimney ; we entered it, and found it 
neither wanting repair nor inhabitants ; but to the 
farmers, who now poffefs it, the chimney is of no great 
value;, for their fire was made on the floor, in the 
middle of the room, and notwithftanding the dignity of 
their mahfion, they rejoiced, like their neighbours, ia 
the comforts of fmokc. 

Ft is obferved, that eccIefiafticaJ colleges are alwiay« 
in the moft plealant and fruitful places. While the 
world allowed 'the monks their choice, it is furely no 
difhonour- that they chofe well. This ifland is re- 
markably fruitful The village near the churches is 
faid to contain feventy families, which, at five in a fa-^ 
mily* is more than a hundred inhabitants to a mile. 
There are perhaps other villages j yet both corn and 
cattle are annually exported. 

But the fruitfulnefs oi lona is now its whole prof- 
peri ty. The inhabitants are remarkably grofs, and re-* 
markably neglefted • I know not if they are vifited by 
any minifter. The iiland, which was once the metro* 
polis of learning and piety, has now no fchool for edu- 
cation, nor temple for worftiip, only two inhabitants 
that can fpeak Kngli/h, and not one th^t c^n writ? or 
read. 

The people are of the clan of Maclean i and 
though Sir 4llan had not been in the place for 
many years, he wais received with all the reverence 
due to their chieftain. One of them being fharply 
rtprehended by hiai| for not fending him fpme runj, 
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declared after his departure, in Mr. BofwelFz pre* 
feace, that he had no defign of difappointing him, 
fory faid he, / Would cut my bones for htm j and if he 
had fait his dog for it^ he fhould have had it. 

When we were to depart, our boat was left by 
the ebb at a great diftance from the water, but no 
fooner did we wi(h it afloat, th^n the iflanders ga- 
thered round it, and, by the union of many bands, 
pufhed it down the beach j every man who could 
contribute his help feemed to think himfelf happy 
in the opportunity of being, for a moment, ufeful 
to his diief. 
' We now , left thofe illuftrious ruins, by which Mr. 
So/well was much affected, nor would I willingly 
be thought to have looked upon them without fome 
emotion. Perhaps, in the revolutions of the world, 
lona may be* fometlme again the inftrudlrefs of the 
weftern regions. 

it was no long voyage to Muliy where, under Sir 
Allans protecflion, we landed in the evening, and 
were entertained for the night by Mr. Macle^n^ a 
minifter that lives upon the coaft, whofe elegance 
of converfation, and ftrength of judgment, wduld 
make him confpicuoijs in places of greater celebrity. 
Next day we dined With Dr. Maclean^ another phy- . 
iiciaft,'^nd then travelled on to the houfe of a very 
rpowerful laird, Maclean of Lochbuy ; for in this coun- 
try every man's name is Maclean^' 

Where races are thus numerous, and. thus com- 
bined, none but the chief of a clan is addreflSd 
.by his nai|]e. The laird of Dunvegan is called' Mac* 
leody^^iijoihpx gentlemen pf the feme family aredeno- 
ininfit^d,,J3y ihg place$ whefe^tbey refide^.as Raajaf 
.; VojL. VIII. * Dd ' ' • ' q' 
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c(r Italifiker. The diftinftion of the meatier people 
is miide by their chriftian names. Ir^ confequence 
of this pradice, the late laird o( Mac/arl/ine, ant 
eminent genealogift, confidered himfelf as difre* 
fpeftfully treated, if the common addition was ap- 
plied to him. Mr. Matfarlane^ faid he, may with 
equal propriety be faid to many \ but I, and I only, 
am Matfarlane. 

Our afternoon journey was through a country erf" 
fuch gloomy defolation, that Mr. Bofwell thought 
no part of the Highlands equally terrifick, yet we 
came without any difficulty, at evening, to Lochlmy^ 
where we found a true Highland laird, rough and 
haughty, and tenacious of his dignity -, who, hear* 
ing my name, enquired whether I was of the Johnjiones 
of GlencoCj or of Ardnamurchan f 

Lochbuy has, like the other infular chieftains, 
quitted the caftle that (heltered his anceftors, and 
lives near it, in a manfion not very fpacious or 
Iplendid. I have feen no houfes in the iflands much 
to be envied for convenience or magnificence, yet 
they bear teftimony to the progrcfs of arts and ci- 
vility, as they (how that rapine and furprife are no 
longer dreaded, and are much more commodious 
than the ancient fortreflcs. 

The caftles of the Hebrides y many of which are 

-{landing, and many ruined, were always built upoft 

points of land, on the margin of the fea. For the 

choice of this fitu;sitk)n there muft have be^i fome 

•general reafon, which the change of manners has 

left io obfcurity. They were of no ufe in the days 

t>f piracy, as defences of the coaftj for it was 

equal)^ eocelSble in olhcr places. Had they beea 

• ^ 2 . ... lea- 
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ifea-tnarks or Ught-houfes, they would have been of 
mord life to th6 invader than the natives, who could 
Want no fuch direftions on their own waters : for 
a watch-towefj a cottage on a hill would have been 
better, as it would have commanded a wider view. 

If they b6 conifidered merely as places of retreat^ 
the fituation feems ilot well chofen ; for the laird of 
an ifiand i^ fafeft from foreign enemies in the cen- 
ter: on the coaft he might be ftiore fuddenly fur* 
prifed than in the inland parts; and the invaders, 
if their cnter|>rife mifcarried, might more eafiiy ve^ 
treat. Som6 convenience, however, whatever it was, 
their pofitioh oh the fllore afforded ; for uniformity 
of praftice feldoni continues long without good 
teafon-* 

A caftle in the illands is only a fingle tower of 
thtee or four ftories> of which the walls arc fome- 
times eight or nine feet thicks with narrow windows, 
dnd dofe wihding flairs of ftone. The top rifes in 
a cone, or pyramid of ftone, encompafled by bat- 
tlements. T" he intermediate floors arc fometinies 
frames of timber^ as in common houfes, and foqie- 
limes arches of ftoncj of alternately ftone and tim- 
ber; fo that thene was very little danger frorn fire, 
tn the center of eVery floor, from top to bottom^ 
is the chief room, of no great extent, round which 
there are narrow cavities, or recefles formed by final! 
vacuities, or by a double walL I know not whe- 
ther there be ever more than one fire-place. They 
had not capacity to contain many people, or much 
pfovifion I but their enemies could ieldom fl:ay to 
blockade them ; for if th^y failed in their iiril attack, 
their next c^e was to efcape. 

Ddz The 
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The walls were always too ftrcfig to be (hakeh 
by fuch defultory hoftilitues; the windows were too 
narrow to be entered, and the battlements too high 
to be fcaled. The only danger was at the gates, 
over which the wall was built with a fquare eavity 
not unlike a ehimney, continued to the top. Through 
this hollow the defendants let faU ftones upon thofc 
who attempted to break the gate, and poured down 
water, perhaps fcalding water, if the attack wa^ 
made with fire. The caftle of Lockbuy was feciired 
by double doors, of which the outer was ap iroii 
grate. ' ; 

In every caftle is a well and a dungeon* The ufe 
of the well is evident. The dungeon is < a de:p 
fiibterraneous cavity, walled on the fides, and arched 
on the top, into which the defcent is: throu^ a nar- 
row door, by a ladder or a rope, fo that it feems 
impoflSble to efcape, when the rope or ladder is drawn 
up. The dungeon was, I fuppofe, in war, a prifon 
for fuch captives as were treated with feverity; and 
in peace, for .fuch delinquents as had committed 
crimes within the laird's jurifdidiori; for the man- 
fions of many lairds were, till the late privation of 
their privileges^ the halls of juftice to their own 
tenants. 

. As . thefe fortifications were the produftions of 
mere neceflity, they are built only for fafety, with 
little regard to convenience, and with none to ele- 
gance or pleafure. It was fufficient for a laird of 
the Hebrides^ if he had a fbong houie, in which he 
could hide his wife and children from the next clan. 
That they are not large nor fplendid- is no , wonder, 
it is I ot eafy to find how they, are raifed^ fuch as 
" - . . .4 they 
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they are, by men who had no m^ney, in countries* 
wh?re the labourers and artificers could fcarcely be 
fed. The buildings in different parts of the iflands 
(how their degrees of wealth and power. I believe 
that for all the caftles which I have feen beyond 
the Tweedy the ruins yet remaining of fome one of 
thofe which the Englijh built in Wales^ would fup- 
ply materials. 

Thefe caftles afford another evidence that the 
fiftions of romantick 'E^iva.lry had for their bafis 
the real manners of the feudal times, when every 
lord of a feignory lived in his hold lawlcfs and 
unaccountable, with all the licentioufnefs and info- 
knee of uncontefted fuperiority and unprincipled 
power^ The traveller, whoever he might be, com- 
ing to the fortified habitation of a chieftain, would, 
probably, have' been interrogated from the battle- 
ments, admitted with caution at the gate, intro- 
duced to a petty monarch, fierce with habitual hof- 
tility, and vigilant with ignorant fufpicion; who, 
according to his general temper, or accidental humour, 
jvould have feated a ftranger as his gueft at the table, 
gr as a fpy confined him in the dungeon. 

Lochbuy means the Yellow Lake^ which is the name 
given to an inlet of the fea, upon which the caftle of 
Mr. Maclean ftands. The reafon of the appellation 
.we did not learn. 

We were now to leave the Hebrides^ where we had 
fpent fome weeks with fufficient amufement, and 
.where we had amplified our thoughts with new fcenes 
.of nature, and new modes of life. More time would 
have given us a more diftind view, but it was 
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ncccffary that Mr* Bofwdl (hoyld return before th# 
courts of juftice were opened i and it was not proper 
to live too long upon hofpitality, hoiyever liberally 
imparted. 

Of thefe iflands it muft be confefled^ that they hav^ 
not many allurements, but to the mere lover pf naked 
nature. The inhabitants are thin, provifions ar^ fcarce,. 
and'defolation and penury give little pleafure. 

The people coUeftivcly confidered are not few, 
though their numbers are fmall in proportion to thd 
ipacc which they occupy. Mull is faid to contaia 
fix thoufand, and Sky fifteen thoufimd Of the com-^ 
pu tat ion refpefting Mull^ I can give |ip account j but 
when I doubted the truth of the numbers attributed 
to Sky^ one of the miniftcrs exhibited fu^h fafts a$ 
conquered my incredulity. 

Of the proportion which the prodviA of any re- 
gion bears to the people, an eftimate is commonly 
made according to the pecuniary price of the ne* 
ceflaries of life; a principle of judgment which i$ 
never certain, becaufe it fuppofes, what is far from 
truth, that the value of money is always the fame* 
and fo meafures an unknown quantity by an un- 
certain ftandard. It is competent enough when the 
markets of the f^me country, at different times, and 
thofe timesf not tpo diftant, are to be compared; 
but of very little ufe for the purpofe of making 
one nation acquainted with the ftate of another. Pro* 
vifions, though plentiful, are fold in places of great 
pecuniary opulence for nominal pric<^s, to which, 
however fcarce, where gold and filver are yet fcarcer, 
they can never be raifedt 

In 
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. Irv the fVefiern IJlands there is fo little internal 
commerce, that hardly wy thing has a known or 
fettled rate. . The pricp- of (things brought in, or 
carried out, is tQ be confidered as that of % foreign 
market; and i^vea this .ther^ is fom^ drfficutty in 
difcovering, bec^ufe th^ir denominations of quan^ 
tity are different from purs; and when there is igf 
Oorance on both lides, £)o app^l c^n be made to 
a cpmn^on meafijre. ; ' 

Thi^9 however, is not the only, impediment* The 
Hci^f 5^ yiiih. a vigilance of jealoufy whijch never goes 
tQ ^ep,; always fufpe(flt that an EngHJhman defpife^ 
them for their poverty, and to convince him that 
they are. not Jefs rich than their neighbours,, aref 
i^r^ tQ tell hiip a price higher than the true. When 
fatjl^y^ two hundred years ago, related fq pundi- 
lioufly, that a hundred hen eggs, new laid, were 
6^14 in the iflands for a penny, h^e fuppofed tha(: 
no inference could poflibly follow, but thi^t eggs were 
ip great abundance. Pofterity has fince grown wifer ; 
^nd hf^ving learned, that nominal and real value may 
diif^, they now tell no fuch ftories, left the foreigner 
Cbould bs^pen to colled, not that eggs are maoy, but 
that pence are few. 

^oney and wealth have, by the ufe of commercial 
language, been fo long, confounded, that they are 
l^mmonly fuppofed to be the fame; and this pre- 
jjadice has fpflpad fo widely mScotlandy that I knoV^ 
nof whether I found man or woman, whom I inter- 
rogated concerning payments of money, that could 
iurmoijnt the illiberal defire of deceiving me, by reprc- 
(iptiflg every tjijng as dearer than it is, 

D d 4 From 
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From Lochbuy ,we rode a very few miles to the 
fide of Mully which facci Scotland^ where, having 
taken leave of our kind proteftor, Sir Allen^ wc em- 
barked in a boat, in which the feat provided for our 
accommodation was a heap of rough brufliwood; and 
on the twenty-fecond of OSleber rcpofcd at a tolerable 
inn on the main land. 

On the next day we Began our journey fouthwards. 
The weather was tempeftuous. For half the day 
the ground was rough, and our horfes were ftill 
fmall. Had they required much reftraint, we aiigbt 
have been reduced to difficulties; for I think we 
bad amongft us but one bridle. Wc fed the poor 
Animals liberally, and they performed their jdumcy 
well. In the latter part of the day we c«A» to a 
firm and fmooth road, made by fhe^ foldiers,* 0n 
which we travelled with great fecurity, bufied with 
contemplating the fcene about us. The night came 
on while we had yet a great part of the way to g^« 
though not fo dark but that we could -difcera *the 
cataracts which poured down the hills on one fide, 
and fell into one' general channel that . ran with 
great violence on the other. Tlie wind was;loud, 
the rain was heavy, and the whittling of the- Waft, 
the fall of the (howfer, the rufti of the catarafts, 
and the roar of the* torrent, made a nobler chorus 
of the rough mufick of nature than it had ever 
been my chance to hear before. The ftreams which 
ran acrbfs the way from the hills to the main <ur% 
Tent, were fo frequent, that after a while I began 
to count them; and, in ten miles, reckoned fifty- 
five, probably miffing fome, and having let fome 
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pafs before they forced themfelves upon my notice. 
*At laft we came to Inverary^ where wc found an inn, 
not only commodious, but magnificent, 
• The difficulties of peregrination were now at an 
end. Mr. Bofwell had the honour of being known 
to the duke of Argyhy by whom we were very kindly 
-entertained at his fplendid feat, and fupplied with 
convenienciei for furvcying his fpacious park and 
rifingforefts. 

After two days ftay at hiverary we proceeded 
Southward over Glencroe^ a black and dreary region; 
now made eafily paffable by a military road, which 
tifes from citlier end of the glen by an acclivity not 
tiangcroufly ftecp, but fufficiently laborious. In the 
fniddle;' at the top of the hill, is a feat with this 
infcription. Reft and be thankful. Stones were placed 
to mark the diftances, which the inhabitants have 
takien aiway, refolved, they faid, to have no ntv^ 

*-' In this rainy feafon the hills flreamed with water* 
ftfls, which, croffing the way, formed currents on the 
t)tber fide, that ran in contrary diredions as they fell 
tb the north or fouth of the fummit. Being, by the 
favour of the duke, well mounted, I went up and down 
the hill with great convenience. 
' From Glencroe we paffed through a pleafant coun- 
try to the banks of Loch Lomondy and were re* 
ceivcd at the houfe of Sir James Colquhoun^ who is 
owner of almoft all the thirty iflands of the loch, 
which we went in a boat next morning to furvey* 
The heavinefs of the rain fliortened our voyage, but 
ive landed on one iiland planted with yew, and 
>flx)cked with deer, and on another containing per- 
haps 
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baps not more than half an acre, remarkabk feribe 
ruins of an old cadle, on which the ofprey builds 
her annual neft. Had Loch Lomond been in a hap* 
pier climate, it would have been the boaft of wealth 
and vanity to own one of the little fpots which it 
inclofes, and to have employed upon it all the arts 
of embellilhment. But as it is, the iflets, which 
court the gazer at a dillance, difguft him at hi$ ap- 
proach, when he finds inftead of foft lawns and 
ihady thickets, nothing more than uncultivated rug^ 
gednefs. 

Where the loch difcharges itfelf into a river calle4 
the L^en^ we pafled a night with Mr. SmoUely a re- 
lation of doftor Smolletj to whofe memory he ha« 
raifed an obeliik on the bank near the houfc in which 
he was born. The civility and rcfpeft which we foum] 
at every place, it is vmgrateful to omit, and tedioiis 
to repeat. Here we were met by a poft-chfufe, that , 
conveyed us to Glafgow. 

To defcribe a city fo mudi frequented as Glafgtw^ 
is unnecefiary. The profperity of its commerce ap^ 
pears by the greatnefs of many private houfes, and a 
general appearance of wealth. It is the only e^nfco- 
pal city whofe cathedral was left (landing in the rage 
of reformation. It is now divided into many fepa- 
rate places of wor(hip, which, taken all together]^ 
compoie a great pile, that had been fome centuries ia 
building, but was never finifhed ^ for the change of 
religion intercepted its progrefs, before the crofs ill? 
was added, which feems eifential to a Gotkick ca^ 
thedral. 

The college has not had a fufBcient (hare of the 
inaeafing-magpificence of the place. The feflion 

was 
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tvas begun ; for it commences on the tenth of OEiober^ 
|ind continues to the tenth of 7««^, but the ftudents 
appeared not numerous, being, I fuppofe, not yet 
returned from their feveral homes. The divifion of 
the academical year into one feffion, and one recefs, 
feems to me better accommodated to the prefent ftat? 
iof life, than that variegation of time by terms and 
vacatioas, derived from diftant centuries, in which it 
was probably convenient, and ftill continued in the 
Ungli/k univtrfities. So many folid months as the 
Scttck fcheme of education joins together, allow and 
encourage a plan for each part of the year ; but with • 
us, he that has fettled himfelf to ftudy in the college 
is foon tempted into the countiy, and he that has ad- 
juftcd his life in the country, is fummoned back to 
|;ais coHegc. 

Yet when I have allowed to the univerfities of 
Scotland a more rational diftribution of time, I have 
given them, (o far as my enquiries have informed 
me, all that they can claim. The ftudents, for the 
mdft part, go thither boys and depart before they 
are irqui they carry with them little/ fundamental 
knowledge, and therefore the fuperftrufture cannot 
be lofty. The grammar-fchpols are not generally 
Well fupplied ; for the charafter of a fchool-mafter 
being there lefs honourable than in England, is fel- 
dom accepted by men who are capable to adorn it, 
and whei* the fchool has been deficient, the college 
can effeft little. 

Men bred in the univerfities of Scotland cannot 
be cxpeAed to be often decorated with the fplen- 
dours of ornamental erudition, but they obtain a 
mediocrity of knowledge, between, learning and 

ignorance. 
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ignorance, not inadequate to the purpdfes of com- 
i>ion life, which is, I believe, very widely difFufed 
among them, and which, countenanced in general 
by a n^^tional combination fo invidious, that their 
friends cannot defend it, and adtuated in particulars 
by a fpirit of enterprife, fo vigorous, that their ene- 
mies are conftrained to praife it, enables them tp find, 
or to make their way to employnjent, riches, and 
diftindion. 

Fropi Glafgow we direfted our courfe to Auchin-. 
hck^ an eftate devolved, through a long feries of 
anceftors, to Mr. Jiofivell^s father, the prefent poA 
feflbr. In oyr way we found feveral places remarks 
able enough in themfelves, but already defcribed by 
thofe who viewed them at more leifure, or with 
much more /kill; and flopped two days at Mr. 
Campbe/r$i a gentleipan ma^ied to Mr. BofvotlW 
f;ftcr. 

Auckinlecky which fignifics ^ ftony fields feems not 
jiow to have any particular claim to its denomina- 
tion. It is a diftridt generally level, and fufficiently 
fertile, but, like all the weftcrn fide of Scotland^ 
incommoded by very frequent rain. It was, with 
the reft of the country, generally naked, till the pre-r 
fent pofTeffor finding, by the growth qf fomc (lately 
trees near his old caftle, that the ground was favour- 
able enough to timber, adorned it very diligently with 
annual plantations. 

Lord Auchinlecky who is one of the judges of 
Scotlandy and therefore not wholly at leifure for do- 
meftick bufinefs or pleafure, has yet found time to 
make improvements in his patrimony. He has 
built a houfe of hewn ffone, very ftately and dur- 
able, 
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able> and has advanced the value of his lands with 
great tcndernefs to bis tenants. 

• I was, however, lefs delighted with the elegance 
of the modern manfion, than with the fallen dignity 
of the old caftle. I clambered with Mr. Bojwell 
among the ruins, which afford ftriking images of 
ancient life. It is, like other caftles, built upon 
a point of rock, and was, I believe, anciently fur- 
rounded with a moat. There is another rock near 
it, to which the draw- bridge, when it was letdown, 
is faid to have reached. Here, in the ages of tu- 
mult and rapine, the laird was furprifed . and killed 
by the neighbouring chief, who perhaps might have 
extinguilhcd the family, had he not in a few days 
been feized and hanged, together with his fons, by 
DouglaSy who came with his forces to the relief of 
Auchinleck. 

At no great diftance from the houfe runs a pleaf- 
ing brook, by a red rock, out of which has been 
y hewn a very agreeable and commodious fummer- 

V houfe,, at lefs expence, as lord Auchinleck told me, 

than would have been required to build a room of the 
fame dimenfions. The rock feems to have no more 
-dampnefs than any other wall. Such opportunities 
of variety it is judicious aot to negled. 

We now returned to Edinburgh^ where I paffed 
feme days with men of learnings whofe names want 
no advancement from my commemoration, or with 
women of elegance, which perhaps difclaims a pe- 
dant's praife. 

Xhc converfation of the Scots grows every day 
lefs unpleafing to the EngiiJIi\ their peculiarities 
jvear faft away ; their dialed is likely to become in 

half 
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half a century provincial and ruftick, even to them* 
felvcs. The great, the learned, the ambitious, and 
the vain, all cultivate the Englijh phrafe, and the 
Englijh pronunciation, and in fplendid companies 
Scotch is not much heard, except now and th€n from 
an old lady. 

There is one fubjeft of philofo^hical curiofity td 
be found in Edinburgh^ which no other city has to 
(how; a college of the deaf and dumbj who are 
taught to fpeak, to read, to write^ and to prac^ 
tiie arithmetick, by a gentleman^ whofe name is 
BratdwQod. The number which attends him is, 1 
think, about twelve, which he brings together into 
a little fchoo], ami inftrufts according to their feve* 
ral degrees of proficiency. . 

I do not mean to mention thf inllruftion of the 
deaf as new. Having been firft prafticed upon th^ 
fon of a conftable of Spcuti^ it was afterwards culti- 
vated with much emulation in Engldndy by WaUh 
and Holder^ and was lately profeffed by Mr. Baker^ < 
who once flattered me with hopes of feeing his mc^ J 

thod publifhed* How far- any former teachers hav^ 
fucceeded, it is not eafy to knew j the improvement 
of Mr. Braidwood^s pupils is wonderful. They not 
only fpedtk, write, and underftand what is writ* 
ten, but if he that fpeaks looks towards then^j 
and modifies his organs by diftinft and filll utter* 
ance, they know fo well what is fpoken^ that it is 
an expreffion fcarcely figurative to fay they heal? 
with the eye. That any have attained to thi 
power mentioned by Burnet, of feeling founds, by 
Jaying a hand on the fpcaker's mouth, I know not i 
but I have fcen fo much, that I can believcJ tMre i 

a lingle 
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a fingle word, or a fliort fentence, I think, may pof- 
fibly be fo diftinguifhed. 

It will readily be fuppofed by thofe that confidcr 
this fubjeft, that Mr. BraidwootTs. fcholars ipcll ac- 
curately. Orthography is vitiated among fuch as 
learn firft to fpcak, and then to write, by impcrfeft 
notions of the relation between letters and vocal 
utterance ; but to thofe ftudents every charaftcr is of 
equal importance ; for letters, arc to them not Symbols 
of names, but of things j when they write they do not 
reprefent a found, but delineate a form. 

This fchool I vifited, and found fome of the 
fcholars waiting for their mafter, whom they are faid 
to receive at his entrance with fmiling countenances 
and fparkling eyes, delighted with the hope of new 
ideas. One of the young ladies had her Hate be- 
fore her, on which I wrote a queftion confiding of 
three figures, to be multiplied by two figures. She 
looked upon it, and quivering her -fingers in a man- 
•^ ner which I thought very pretty, but of which I 
. knew not whether it was art or play, multiplied 

i the fum regularly in two lines, obferving the deci- 

mal place ; but -did not add the two lines together, 
probably difdaining fo eafy an operation. I pointed 
at the place where the fum total fliould Hand, and 
' "^ fce noted it with fuch expedition as fcemed to (how 
that (he had it only to write. 

It was pleafing to fee one of the moft defperate 
of human calamities capable of fo much help : what- 
ever enlarges hope, will exalt courage ; after having 
feen the deaf taught arithmetick, who would be afiraid 
to cultivate the Hebrides ? 

Such 
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Such are tlie things which this journey has givfen 
me an opportunity of feeing, and fuch are the reflec- 
tions which that fight has raifed* Having paffed my 
time almoft wholly in cities, I may have been fur- 
prifed by modes of life and appearances of nature, that 
are familiar to men of wider furvey and more varied 
converfation. Novelty and ignorance mull always bo 
reciprocal, and I cannot but be confcious that my 
thoughts on national manners, are the thoughts of one 
who has feen but little. 



END OF THE EIGHTH VOLVME. 
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Pcintsd Vy Luke Hanftrd, 
Great TuinftUc, Lincolo's^IuA Fklds* 
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